Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 370 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S$2/21/19
92nd General Assembly B 1
Regular Session, 2019 SENATE BILL 164

By: Senator J. Cooper
By: Representatives Ladyman, Payton

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND THE LICENSURE OF CERTAIN PROFESSIONS
LICENSED BY THE ARKANSAS BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN
COUNSELING; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND THE LICENSURE OF CERTAIN
PROFESSIONS LICENSED BY THE ARKANSAS
BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN COUNSELING.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 17-27-301(6), concerning the qualifications
for a licensed professional counselor, is amended to read as follows:

(6) (A) The applicant has three(3)—years three thousand (3,000)

client contact hours of supervised full-time experience in professional

counseling acceptable to the board.

(B) One 1) —ear Two thousand (2,000) client contact hours
of experience may be gained for each thirty (30) sixty (60) graduate semester

hours earned beyond the master’s degree, provided that the hours are clearly

related to the field of counseling and are acceptable to the board.

(C) In noease may the applicant have less than one (1)

year The applicant may not have less than one thousand (1,000) client contact

hours of professional experience; and

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 17-27-304(1)(B), concerning the

qualifications for a licensed marriage and family therapist, is amended to
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read as follows:
(B) Experience Requirements. The applicant has three{(3)
years three thousand (3,000) client contact hours of supervised full-time

experience in marriage and family therapy acceptable to the board. Ome—(1)
year Two thousand (2,000) client contact hours may be gained for each thirty

30) sixty (60) graduate semester hours earned beyond the master’s degree,
provided that the hours are clearly related to the field of marriage and
family therapy and are acceptable to the board. In—neecase maytheappliecant
have—less—thaneone (1) year The applicant may not have less than one thousand

(1,000) client contact hours of professional supervised experience; and

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 17-27-306 is amended to read as follows:

17-27-306. Examination.
(a) (1) The placeof examination shall be designated—in advanece by the
Al B I of E . in C Ling.
(2y T} . . hall ] . .
Ay—Annually at the time and place and under the

The Arkansas Board of Examiners in Counseling shall provide approval

before an applicant is allowed to sit for examination.

(2) The board shall designate the time and place of any

examination in advance of any examination.

4e)(b) The board is required to preserve examination materialsy—an
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of two(2) years following the date of the examinatien in accordance with

state regulations.

)H(c)(l) 1In the event that an applicant fails to pass the-entire

an examination, he or she may reapply and shall may be allowed to take a
subsequent examination.

(2) An applicant who hasfailed two{(2) suecessive examinations
maynot—reapplty for two(2)years from the date of the last examination fails

an examination shall wait three (3) months before taking a subsequent

examination.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 17-27-308 is amended to read as follows:

17-27-308. Reciprocity.

4a) At its discretion, the Arkansas Board of Examiners in Counseling
may waive formal examination requirements of a candidate who is licensed or
certified to practice counseling or marriage and family therapy by a similar
board in another state if, in the opinion of the board, the standards and

qualifications required for the practice of counseling in the candidate’s

licensing state are at least equal to those required by this chapter.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 17-27-309 is amended to read as follows:
17-27-309. Suspension or revocation.
(a)4}H)> The Arkansas Board of Examiners in Counseling shall have the

power to suspend or revoke the liecenseof a license issued under this chapter

or impose other appropriate restrictions or additional sanctions, including

without limitation supervision, probation, counseling, or additional

education, for any person:

(1) found Found guilty of violating any ethical or professional
standard; or

(2) Placed upon a registry of this state or another state in

regards to public safety, including without limitation a child maltreatment

registry, an adult maltreatment registry, or a sex offender registry.
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(b) The board shall revoke the license of any person who is found

guilty of or pleads guilty or nolo contendere to any offense listed in § 17-

27-313(e) unless the person requests and the board grants a waiver pursuant §
17-27-313(g) .

/s/J. Cooper

APPROVED: 3/8/19
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