Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 18 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas

93rd General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2021 SENATE BILL 116

By: Senators A. Clark, D. Sullivan, Beckham, Caldwell, L. Chesterfield, Elliott, J. English, K. Hammer,
K. Ingram, Irvin, B. Johnson, M. Johnson, G. Leding, B. Sample, Teague, C. Tucker, D. Wallace

By: Representatives Womack, Bragg, Cavenaugh, Christiansen, Cloud, Cozart, Dalby, M. Davis, Evans,
L. Fite, Fortner, Hollowell, Ladyman, Lynch, McClure, McGrew, Milligan, Perry, Rye, Scott, B. Smith,
S. Smith, Speaks, Tosh, Warren, Watson, Wooten

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT CONCERNING THE CONSOLIDATION OF HENDERSON
STATE UNIVERSITY AND ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY; TO
AMEND THE NAME OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF ARKANSAS
STATE UNIVERSITY; TO ABOLISH THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
HENDERSON STATE UNIVERSITY; TO AMEND THE COMPOSITION
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF ARKANSAS STATE
UNIVERSITY; TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND THE NAME OF THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY; TO
ABOLISH THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
HENDERSON STATE UNIVERSITY; TO AMEND THE
BOARD OF ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY
MEMBERS; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-62-306(a), concerning the issuance of
advice of the Arkansas Higher Education Coordinating Board regarding bonds or
notes, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The boards of trustees of the University of Arkansas, University
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of Central Arkansas, Henderson State University, Arkansas State University
System, Arkansas Tech University, and Southern Arkansas University,
hereinafter referred to as the “board of the institution involved”, shall not
issue any notes or bonds under the provisions of this subchapter for any of
the purposes authorized by this subchapter, unless prior to the issuance of
such notes or bonds, the board of the institution involved shall have
obtained the advice of the Arkansas Higher Education Coordinating Board as to
the economic feasibility of the particular project to be financed, in whole

or in part, by those notes or bonds.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-65-201(a), concerning the Board of
Trustees of Arkansas State University, is amended to read as follows:

(a) There is created amn—henerary a board constituting the Board of
Trustees of the Arkansas State University System.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-65-201(b)(l), concerning the number of
members serving on the Board of Trustees of Arkansas State University, is
amended to read as follows:

(b)(l) The board shall consist of fiwve (5) seven (7) members appointed

from the state at large.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-65-201(d)(l), concerning the term lengths
of members serving on the Board of Trustees of Arkansas State University, is
amended to read as follows:

(d) (1) The term of office for each member shall commence on January 15
and shall end on January 14 of the f£ifth seventh year following the year in

which the regular term commenced.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-65-202(a), concerning the powers and
duties of the Board of Trustees of Arkansas State University, is amended to
read as follows:

(a) The Board of Trustees of the Arkansas State University System
created in § 6-65-201 is charged with the management and control of the

Arkansas State University System.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 6-65-203(c)(l), concerning the Board of
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Trustees of Arkansas State University’s right of eminent domain, is amended
to read as follows:

(c) (1) Before any suit can be instituted, it shall be necessary for
the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas State University System to pass a
resolution to the effect that the acquisition of the property sought to be

condemned is necessary for the use and benefit of the university.

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code § 6-65-208 is amended to read as follows:

6-65-208. ASU-Beebe — Board of trustees.

The Board of Trustees of the Arkansas State University System is
empowered to exercise any powers, rights, and obligations in regard to
Arkansas State University-Beebe that it is now empowered and authorized by

law to exercise in regard to Arkansas State University.

SECTION 8. Arkansas Code §§ 6-65-209 and 6-65-210 are repealed.
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SECTION 9. Arkansas Code § 6-65-211(b), concerning faculty at Arkansas
State University-Beebe, is amended to read as follows:
(b) The Board of Trustees of the Arkansas State University System may

combine the duties of any of the abewve positions listed in subsection (a) of

this section when practical.

SECTION 10. Arkansas Code § 6-65-212(a), concerning the establishment
of tuition at Arkansas State University-Beebe by the Board of Trustees of

Arkansas State University, is amended to read as follows:
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(a) The tuition in Arkansas State University-Beebe shall be determined

by the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas State University System.

SECTION 11. Arkansas Code § 6-65-213 is repealed.

SECTION 12. Arkansas Code § 6-65-214 is amended to read as follows:

6-65-214. ASU-Beebe — Rental of unused property authorized.

The Board of Trustees of the Arkansas State University System are is
authorized to rent to the best advantage from time to time any portion of the
property of Arkansas State University-Beebe not required for the immediate

use of the university.

SECTION 13. Arkansas Code § 6-65-217 is amended to read as follows:

6-65-217. Arkansas State Technical Institute — Legislative findings,
determinations, and intent.

4a) It is found and determined by the Seventy-Fifth General Assembly
of the State of Arkansas that:

(1) The education and employment of its populace are two (2) of
the highest goals of modern government;

(2) Technological advancements in industrial production and
business are changing the means and methods in which business is conducted in
world markets;

(3) Existing businesses and industries in Arkansas must respond
to these changes in order to survive;

(4) T1If the state is to develop a stronger economic base, steps
must be taken to provide existing businesses and industries with the tools
necessary for continued development, and new industries must be convinced of
the state’s desire to have them locate within our borders;

(5) In both instances a highly educated and trained work force

is an essential element;
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(6) Although improvements have been and are being made in
secondary and postsecondary vocational and technical education programs in
the state, no program currently exists which combines applied advanced
mathematics and science and general education with highly technical
vocational programs at the certificate and associate degree level; and

(7) The financial resources of the state dictate that such a

program should be established for the State of Arkansas.

SECTION 14. Arkansas Code § 6-65-218 is repealed.

SECTION 15. Arkansas Code §§ 6-65-221 — 6-65-224 are repealed.
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SECTION 16. Arkansas Code § 6-65-226 is amended to read as follows:

6-65-226. Housing allowance.

Upon approval by the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas State University
System, the chancellor, or the director if there is no chancellor, of the
various—ecampuses a campus of the Arkansas State University System may receive
a housing allowance in an amount not to exceed four hundred-dollars ($400)

one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) per month in lieu of college

housing.

SECTION 17. Arkansas Code § 6-66-101 is repealed.
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SECTION 18. Arkansas Code § 6-66-102 is amended to read as follows:
6-66-102. Powers—and duties Abolishment of board.
(a) The Board of Trustees of Henderson State University ereated—in—=¥§

University abolished as a separate entity with responsibility for the

governance of Henderson State University and is transferred to the control of

the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas State University System.

(b) The beoard Board of Trustees of Henderson State University shall:

(1) Relinquish all responsibility, control, and supervision

concerning Henderson State University; and

(2) Be divested of all obligations and duties applicable to

Henderson State University that are abolished by this section.
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(¢) The ] 1 chall 1 1 1 with the liabilitd £ g1
bodywhieh it sueeceeds The Board of Trustees of the Arkansas State University

System shall become vested with and succeed to all of the following that were

vested with the Board of Trustees of Henderson State University before its

abolishment under subsection (a) of this section:

(1) Rights;

(2) Powers;

(3) Interests;

(4) Duties;

(5) Responsibilities;

(6) Titles; and

(7) Interests in and to all:

(A) Real property; and

(B) Personal property.

£ (1) The board shalls
(A)H 1 . £ offi 1 1 .
B)—Have the right touse and keepa common sealand teo
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SECTION 19. Arkansas Code § 6-66-103 is repealed.

SECTION 20. Arkansas Code §§ 6-66-110 - 6-66-113 are repealed.
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SECTION 21. Arkansas Code § 25-17-201(4)-(7), concerning the creation

of honorary boards for certain institutions, are amended to read as follows:

45)(4) A board of fiwve (5) seven (7) members to be appointed

from the state at large, constituting the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas

State University System; and
£6)(5) A board of (5) five members to be appointed from counties
in the Second Agricultural and Mechanical District, constituting the Board of

Trustees of Arkansas Tech University.

7—{Repealed}

SECTION 22. TEMPORARY LANGUAGE. DO NOT CODIFY.

The terms of the two (2) additional members of the Board of Trustees of

the Arkansas State University System appointed from the state at large by the

Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and created by

this act shall be stagegered as follows:

(1) The term of the first additional member shall expire six (6)

years from initial appointment; and
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(2) The term of the second additional member shall expire five

(5) vears from initial appointment.

SECTION 23. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is found and determined by the

General Assembly of the State of Arkansas that Henderson State University is

scheduled for reaffirmation of accreditation based on requirements imposed by

the regional Higher Learning Commission and federal regulations; that

Henderson State University has already received from the Higher Learning

Commission Board of Trustees one (l) extension of accreditation related to

its Change of Control application wherein Henderson State University joins

the Arkansas State University system; and that this act is immediately

necessary because Henderson State University must host a focused visit within

a certain timeframe in order to receive reaffirmation of accreditation and

become a member institution of the Arkansas State University system.

Therefore, an emergency is declared to exist, and this act being immediately

necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, and safety shall

become effective on:

(1) The date of its approval by the Governor;

(2) 1If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor,

the expiration of the period of time during which the Governor may veto the

bill; or

(3) 1If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is

overridden, the date the last house overrides the veto.

APPROVED: 2/1/21
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