Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 343 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas .
93rd General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2021 HOUSE BILL 1226

By: Representative Crawford

By: Senator Irvin

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO MODIFY THE CEMETERY ACT FOR PERPETUALLY
MAINTAINED CEMETERIES; TO AMEND THE INSOLVENT
CEMETERY GRANT FUND ACT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO MODIFY THE CEMETERY ACT FOR
PERPETUALLY MAINTAINED CEMETERIES; AND TO
AMEND THE INSOLVENT CEMETERY GRANT FUND
ACT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 20-17-1013, concerning the permanent
maintenance fund of a perpetually maintained cemetery under the Cemetery Act
for Perpetually Maintained Cemeteries, is amended to add additional
subsection to read as follows:

(g) (1) No more than one (1) time every ten (10) years, a cemetery

company may make a withdrawal from the permanent maintenance fund for the

purpose of making infrastructure repairs and capital improvements to the

perpetual care cemetery.

(2) A withdrawal under subdivision (g)(l) of this section shall

not be made without prior approval from the board.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 20-17-1029 is repealed.
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SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 20-17-1305(b), concerning an eligible

organization under the Insolvent Cemetery Grant Fund Act, is amended to read
as follows:

(b) An eligible organization maybe is eligible to receive a grant
under this subchapter for the care and improvement of a perpetual care
cemetery if the perpetual care cemetery:

(1) Has . . . . hi L
for at least five (5) years;

42) Has histerie historical significance to the local community
or the State of Arkansas; and or

43)>(2) 1Is insolvent or in financial distress.

SECTION 4. TEMPORARY LANGUAGE. DO NOT CODIFY. Rules.

(a) The State Board of Embalmers, Funeral Directors, Cemeteries, and

Burial Services shall promulgate rules necessary to implement this act.

(b) (1) When adopting the initial rules to implement this act, the

final rule shall be filed with the Secretary of State for adoption under §
25-15-204(f):

(A) On or before January 1, 2022; or

(B) If approval under § 10-3-309 has not occurred by

January 1, 2022, as soon as practicable after approval under § 10-3-309.

(2) The board shall file the proposed rule with the Legislative
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Council under § 10-3-309(c) sufficiently in advance of January 1, 2022, so

that the Legislative Council may consider the rule for approval before

January 1, 2022.

APPROVED: 3/15/21
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