Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 716 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas

95th General Assembly A Blll
Regular Session, 2025 HOUSE BILL 1896

By: Representative B. McKenzie
By: Senator J. Dismang

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO CREATE THE JUNK FEE ELIMINATING ACT OF
2025; ABOLISH THE INFORMATION NETWORK OF ARKANSAS; TO
TRANSFER ANY REMAINING DUTIES OF THE INFORMATION
NETWORK OF ARKANSAS TO THE DIVISION OF INFORMATION
SYSTEMS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO CREATE THE JUNK FEE ELIMINATING ACT
OF 2025; TO ABOLISH THE INFORMATION
NETWORK OF ARKANSAS; AND TO TRANSFER ANY
REMAINING DUTIES OF THE INFORMATION
NETWORK OF ARKANSAS TO THE DIVISION OF
INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:
SECTION 1. DO NOT CODIFY. Title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Junk Fee Eliminating

Act of 2025".

SECTION 2. DO NOT CODIFY. Abolition of Information Network of

Arkansas.

(a) The Information Network of Arkansas is abolished, and its

authority, duties, function, records, contracts, personnel, property, and

unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, and other funds,

including the functions of budgeting or purchasing are transferred to the

Division of Information Systems.
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(b) The Information Network of Arkansas’s statutory powers, duties,

and functions, including the functions of budgeting or purchasing, records,

contracts, personnel, property, and unexpended balances of appropriations,

allocations, and other funds are transferred to the Division of Information

Systems.

(c)(1) The abolishment of the Information Network of Arkansas does not

affect the orders, rules, directives, registration, licensing, or standards

made or promulgated by the Information Network of Arkansas before the

effective date of this act.

(2) The orders, rules, directives, registration, licensing, or

standards of the Information Network of Arkansas shall continue to be in

effect until they are amended or repealed under authority given by law.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 12-12-1507 is amended to read as follows:

12-12-1507. Administration.

(a) (1) Release of criminal history information under this subchapter
shall be made only by the Identification Bureau of the Division of Arkansas
State Police and the Arkansas Crime Information Center as authorized by law.

(2) The Division of Arkansas State Police and the center may
adopt rules consistent with the provisions and intent of this subchapter.

(b) The diwisien Division of Arkansas State Police and the center may
contract with the Information Network of Arkansas—under the Information
Network—of ArkansasAety § 25-27-101 et —seq+y Division of Information Systems

or any other qualified third-party vendor in the establishment of the gateway

or means of electronically processing transactions under this subchapter.

(c)(l) The d4iwisdion Division of Arkansas State Police shall not

process a request for a Federal Bureau of Investigation background check
unless a corresponding state background check through the Identification
Bureau of the Division of Arkansas State Police has also been properly
requested pursuant to this subchapter.

(2) The requirements of subdivision (c)(l) of this section may be
waived upon written authorization of the Director of the Division of Arkansas
State Police.

(d) The Division of Arkansas State Police automated fingerprint
identification system may access and use the National Fingerprint File and

Interstate Identification Index as provided by the Federal Bureau of
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Investigation when the Arkansas Code authorizes a fingerprint-based Federal
Bureau of Investigation check for a noncriminal justice purpose and a
positive identification based on fingerprints is made.

(e) A background check request for a noncriminal justice purpose that
must be completed under state or federal law through the diwisien Division of
Arkansas State Police shall be submitted to the diwisien Division of Arkansas

State Police by electronic means through the Online Criminal Background Check

System.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 16-92-118(a)-(d) are amended to read as
follows:

(a)(l) Notwithstanding § 16-13-709, the quorum court of each county of
this state may delegate the responsibility for the electronic collection of
fines assessed in a circuit court of this state within that county to the
Administrative Office of the Courts erthe Information Network of Arkansas.

(2) Fines collected in each circuit court by the Administrative
Office of the Courts er—the Information Networkof Arkansas shall be remitted
by the fifth working day of the following month to the county official,
agency, or department designated under § 16-13-709 as primarily responsible
for the collection of fines assessed in that circuit court to be disbursed to
the appropriate county fund, state entity, or state agency as provided by
law.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding § 16-13-709, the governing body or, if
applicable and by mutual agreement, each governing body of a political
subdivision that contributes to the expenses of a district court or the
governing body of the city in which a city court is located may designate the
responsibility for the electronic collection of fines assessed in that
district court or that city court to the Administrative Office of the Courts
or—the Information Networkof -Arkansas.

(2) Fines collected in each district court or each department of
district court by the Administrative Office of the Courts er—the Informatieon
Network—eof Arkansas shall be remitted by the fifth working day of the
following month to the county or city official, agency, or department
designated under § 16-13-709 as primarily responsible for the collection of
fines assessed in that district court to be disbursed under § 16-17-707.

(c) Fines collected in each city court by the Administrative Office of
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the Courts er—the Information Network—of Arkansas shall be disbursed by the
fifth working day of the following month to the city official, agency, or
department designated under § 16-13-709 as primarily responsible for the
collection of fines assessed in that city court to be disbursed to the
general fund or other city fund, state agency, or state entity as provided by
law.

(d) (1) The Administrative Office of the Courts er—the Informatien
Network—eof Arkansas shall be allowed to charge a transaction fee for any
electronic payment of a court-ordered fine by an approved credit card or
debit card.

(2) The fee provided for in subdivision (d)(l) of this section
collected by the Administrative Office of the Courts shall be deposited by
the fifth day of each month into the Judicial Fine Collection Enhancement

Fund established by § 16-13-712.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 19-5-1074 is repealed.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 25-27-101 is repealed.

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code § 25-27-102 is amended to read as follows:
25-27-102. Definitions
As used in this chapter:

(1) “Agency” means any agency, department, office, board,

commission, publie instrumentalityy political subdivision, or any of the

foregoing entities acting on behalf of the State of Arkansas which store,
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gather, or generate public information;

(2) “Gateway system” means any centralized electronic
information system by which public information shall be disseminated or
collected via the internet, dial-in-—meodemy continuous link, or other

electronic medium; and

[13 ”

45)(3) “Public information” means any information stored,
gathered, or generated in electronic er—magnetie form by an agency, its
agencies, or instrumentalities, which is included within the information
deemed to be public pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act of 1967, § 25-
19-101 et seq., and other provisions of the Arkansas Code providing for

release of information to the public at large to specified groups or

recipientss—and

[13 3 3 2

SECTION 8. Arkansas Code § 25-27-103 is repealed.
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SECTION 9. Arkansas Code § 25-27-104 is amended to read as follows:
25-27-104. Duties.
(a) The Information Network of Arkansas Division of Information

Systems shall have the following duties:
(1) To develop and implement an electronic gateway system to
provide electronic access to members of the public to public information and

to develop, implement, and promote the use of electronic commerce and digital

signature applications within the state inecooperation—with the Division of

(2)
£3)>A)> To establish charges for the services provided by the
division Infermation Networkof Arkansas~
{B)  The Information Network of Arkansas—shall ona
1v bass bimi . 1 . 1 e . hes

45)(3) To explore ways of improving citizen and business access
to public information and; where appropriate, implementing suech changess
serviees—toeitizensand businesses by providing add-on serviecestothe
publie; sueh as aececesstoother for-profit information databases; eleetronie

11 . ] larings
7y T . 1vd . he D e

7 03/27/2025 8:25:58 AM LGL155



HB1896

sateway system—in-Arkansas«

(b)) All state agencies shall participate with the Informatien
Network—of Arkansas division in providing assistance as may be requested for
the achievement—of its purpose of implementing this section.

Livied 1411 ¢l £ the Asl In€ . S \ e
1997, § 25-4-101 et-seq.

SECTION 10. Arkansas Code § 25-27-105 is repealed.
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(e) T} livisi id he Inf . N 1 £ Ayl
such-—staff and other assistance under contraect-

SECTION 11. Arkansas Code § 27-50-906(a)(2)(B), concerning fees
charged under a central driver’s records file, is repealed.
{B)—The Information Network of Arkansas may chargean
1dits 1 ¢ . he Inf . N Kk of Azl A § 25-27-101
£ 1 . e e his inf . ] eallv.

SECTION 12. Arkansas Code § 27-50-906(c), concerning fees charged
under a central driver’s records file, is amended to read as follows:

(c)(1)€A) The fee for an insured’s or applicant’s driver confirmation
record shall be ten cents (10¢) per record.

4B)(2) This The fee under subdivision (c) (1) of this section

shall be deposited into the fund as a direct revenue to be used by the
division.

2y ] . ldicional £ : ]
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Ine fon N K of Azl \ § 2527101 e . ) :
s his inf . 1 feall

SECTION 13. Arkansas Code § 27-50-912(f) (4), concerning fees for the

driver monitoring program report, is repealed.

SECTION 14. DO NOT CODIFY. EFFECTIVE DATE. This act is effective on

and after January 1, 2026.

APPROVED: 4/16/25
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