
SENATE AMENDMENT 1 TO SB382. 
 

deleting the title and substituting the following: 

"AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE NONPARTISAN ELECTION OF CERTAIN 

JUDICIAL OFFICES; TO AMEND VARIOUS SECTIONS OF ARKANSAS 

CODE TITLE 7 AND ARKANSAS CODE 14-42-206 TO CONFORM WITH 

THIS ACT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 

 

AND 

 

by deleting the subtitle and substituting the following: 

"AN ACT CONCERNING NONPARTISAN JUDICIAL ELECTIONS." 

 

AND 

 

by deleting Section 1 and substituting the following: 

 

 "SECTION 1.  Definitions. 

 For the purposes of this act, "nonpartisan judicial office" means the offices of 

Supreme Court Justice, judge of the Court of Appeals, circuit judge, chancery judge, 

circuit-chancery judge and municipal judge. 

 

 SECTION 2.  Nonpartisan election of judges and justices. 

 (a)  The offices of Supreme Court Justice, judge of the Court of Appeals, circuit 

judge, chancery judge, circuit-chancery judge and municipal judge are declared to be 

nonpartisan offices and candidates for those offices are declared to be independent 

candidates. 

 (b)(1)  The period for filing as a candidate for a nonpartisan judicial office shall 

be the same as for filing political practice pledges in a preferential primary election 

under Arkansas Code 7-7-203.  The candidate may pay a filing fee as provided for in this 

act, file a petition in the manner provided by Arkansas Code 7-7-103, or file as a 

write-in candidate pursuant to Arkansas Code 7-5-205.  The filing period prescribed by 

this subsection shall apply regardless of whether the person pays the filing fee, files a 

petition, or files as a write-in candidate. 

  (2)  A candidate for Supreme Court Justice or judge of the Court of Appeals 

shall file with the Secretary of State.  A candidate for circuit judge, chancery judge, or 

circuit-chancery judge shall file with the county clerk of each county in which he or she 

is a candidate and shall file his or her political practice pledge with the Secretary of 

State.  A candidate for municipal judge shall file with the county clerk. 

  (3)  Arkansas Code 7-7-203, concerning independent candidates, shall not apply 



to nonpartisan judicial offices except to the extent authorized by this section. 

 (c)  The election for nonpartisan judicial offices shall be held at the same time as 

provided by law for preferential primary elections.  However, the election is not a 

primary election. 

 (d)  No person shall be elected to a nonpartisan judicial office without receiving a 

majority of the votes cast at the election for the office.  In any election where no 

person receives a majority of the votes cast, the two (2) candidates receiving the highest 

and next highest number of votes shall be certified to a runoff election which shall be 

held at the same time as the November general election. 

 

 SECTION 3.  Conduct of Election by County Board of Election Commissioners. 

 The names of candidates for nonpartisan judicial offices shall be placed on the 

ballots of the political parties but shall be designated as "nonpartisan judicial 

candidates."  The county board of election commissioners shall provide a separate ballot 

for nonpartisan judicial offices for individuals who do not wish to participate in a party 

primary. 

 

 SECTION 4.  Filing Fees. 

 (a)  The State Board of Election Commissioners shall establish reasonable filing 

fees for nonpartisan judicial offices. 

 (b)  The filing fee for the offices of Supreme Court Justice, judge of the Court of 

Appeals, circuit judge, chancery judge, and circuit-chancery judge shall be paid to the 

Secretary of State at the same time the candidate files his or her political practices 

pledge.  A candidate for municipal judge shall pay the filing fee to the county clerk at 

the same time the candidate files his or her political practices pledge. 

 (c)  The filing fees shall be remitted to the State Treasurer for deposit as general 

revenues. 

 

 SECTION 5.  Political Party Endorsement Prohibited. 

 (a)  No candidate for a nonpartisan judicial office shall seek the endorsement of a 

political party.  Nor shall the candidate hold himself or herself out as having been 

endorsed by a political party. 

 (b)  The Judicial Discipline and Disability Commission shall have authority to 

investigate violations of this section. 

 

 SECTION 6.  Arkansas Code 7-5-205 is amended to read as follows: 

 _7-5-205. Write-in candidates_ votes - When counted. 

  No votes for write-in candidates in general elections shall be counted or tabulated 

unless the candidate or his agent shall notify in writing the county board of election 

commissioners and either the Secretary of State if a state or district candidate, or a 



county clerk if a candidate for a county township or municipal office, of his intention to 

be a write-in candidate not later than sixty (60) days before the opening of the polls; 

except that, a candidate for a nonpartisan judicial office shall file his or her intent to 

be a write-in candidate not later than the deadline for filing a political practice pledge 

under § 7-7-203._ 

 

 SECTION 7. Arkansas Code 7-5-704 is amended to add an additional subsection to read 

as follows: 

 _(c)  Subsection (b) of this section shall not apply to the offices of  Justice of 

the Supreme Court, judge of the Court of Appeals, circuit judge, chancery judge, 

circuit-chancery judge, and municipal judge._ 

 

 SECTION 8.  Arkansas Code 7-7-306 is amended to read as follows: 

 _7-7-306. Partisan ballots only. 

 At each primary election each county board of election commissioners shall furnish 

separate ballots for each political party containing only the names of persons seeking 

offices to be voted upon as a nominee or candidate of that political party.  This section 

shall not prohibit the names of candidates for a nonpartisan judicial office from 

appearing on a primary election ballot._ 

 

 SECTION 9.  Arkansas Code 7-7-401 (e) is amended to read as follows: 

 _(e)  Nomination as an independent candidate for Supreme Court Justice, judge of the 

Court of Appeals, circuit judge, chancery judge, circuit-chancery judge, or municipal 

judge shall be deemed certified upon the candidate filing for office.  For any other 

office, nomination Nomination as an independent candidate without political party 

affiliation for election to any office shall be certified by petition of electors in the 

manner provided in § 7-7-103._ 

 

 SECTION 10.  Arkansas Code 14-42-206 is amended to add a new subsection to read as 

follows: 

 _(f) This section shall not be construed to allow a party primary for the office of 

municipal judge.  Nor shall this section be construed to require a candidate for municipal 

judge to file a petition of nomination._" 

 

AND 

 

by appropriately renumbering subsequent sections of the bill. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


