SENATE AMENDMENT 1 TO sb703.

inserting "and with the Department of Education" on line 6 on page 3 between "district" and

n and n

AND

inserting the following new Sections on line 14 on page 3:

"SECTION 5. ESTABLISHMENT OF A STATE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT TEST FOR
ACCOUNTABILITY.
(a) The Department of Education shall contract for a standardized academic

achievement test that is nationally norm-referenced and shall use the test for an

evaluation of the programs offered by each school district and for a uniform evaluation of

each school district.

(b) The academic achievement test shall measure sound rigorous academic subject

areas of math, reading, English proficiency, and history in grades two (2) through ten

(10) .

(c) Individual names shall not be released by the local school district to the

Department of Education but teachers and parents shall use the individual results of the

evaluations to address each student's progress from year to year.

(d) The academic achievement test shall be independently wverified as wvalid,

reliable, and comparable by a nationally recognized testing organization.

(e) No experimental testing outside of academic content areas shall be allowed for

state or local accountability measures.

(f) A Social Security number shall not be used for testing or for identification in

the school.

SECTION 6. PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS.

(a) The State Board of Education shall assign a cut-off percentage of a national

norm that school districts may use to begin qualifying for an incentive increase award.

For each vyear thereafter, an award will be issued for continuing efforts if school

districts maintain or increase percentiles of core academic achievement areas.

(b) School districts failing to achieve national norm percentages will not qualify

for an incentive award and will be audited for courses that are taught in the prospectus.

(c) School districts and teachers in the districts will be advised how to increase

SCOores.

SECTION 7. RULES AND REGULATIONS.

The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules and regulations for the
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