ARKANSAS SENATE

81st GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Regular Session, 1997

Amendment Form

Amendment No. to HOUSE Bill No. 1728

Amend HOUSE Bill No. 1728 as originally introduced
by

inserting an additional section immediately following Section 99 to read as
follows:

"SECTION 100. APPLICATIONS FOR SERVICES. 1In the event that existing

services now funded from federal funds are extended to unserved or underserved

areas of the state, or in the event that new services are made available, to

be funded from federal funds appropriated by Section 39(04) the existing

licensed and/or certified DDS providers shall be granted an opportunity to

make application to expand their service base to unserved or underserved areas

or shall be granted an opportunity to make application to offer new services

in their existing service area. In areas in which the Division of

Developmental Disabilities Services determines that federal funding for new or

expanded services are to be available, it shall provide notice of its intent

to provide the services to existing licensed and/or certified DDS providers in

the area and to the general public. Before licensing and/or certifying new

service providers in an area, the Division shall determine in writing that

existing licensed and/or certified DDS providers are not qualified or are

unable or unwilling to extend services to unserved or underserved areas or

provide new or expanded services. Nothing in this Act shall restrict the

Division's discretion to award new or expanded services to the existing

licensed and/or certified DDS providers making application for the same

pursuant to this section. The intent of this section is to avoid unnecessary

duplication of costs and services in the extension or expansion of services."

The amendment was read the first time, rules suspended and read the second time and
Senator Mahony
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and

by appropriately renumbering the subsequent sections of the bill
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