
 

Note: All exhibits for this meeting are available by electronic means and are accessible on the General 

Assembly's website at www.arkleg.state.ar.us  

 

Notice:  Silence your cell phones.  Keep your personal conversations to a minimum.  Observe restrictions 

designating areas as 'Members and Staff Only'. 

 AGENDA 
 Arkansas Legislative Council - Joint Budget Committee Budget Hearings 

 
 Wednesday, October 28, 2026 
 9:00 AM 
 Room A, MAC 
 Little Rock, Arkansas 

 
Sen. Justin Boyd, Co-Chair Rep. Les D. Eaves, Co-Chair Rep. Aaron Pilkington 
Sen. Stephanie Flowers Rep. Stephen Meeks Rep. Les Warren 
Sen. Missy Irvin Rep. Lane Jean Rep. Jim Wooten 
Sen. Ronald Caldwell Rep. Matthew J. Shepherd Rep. Cindy Crawford 
Sen. Jane English Rep. Jeff Wardlaw Rep. Denise Garner 
Sen. Alan Clark Rep. Jon S. Eubanks Rep. Lee Johnson 
Sen. Jimmy Hickey, Jr Rep. Bruce Cozart Rep. Nicole Clowney 
Sen. Bart Hester Rep. Stephen Magie Rep. Andrew Collins 
Sen. Scott Flippo Rep. Mike Holcomb Rep. Brian S. Evans 
Sen. Terry Rice Rep. David Whitaker Rep. Tippi McCullough 
Sen. Blake Johnson Rep. Ron McNair Rep. Joy Springer 
Sen. Dave Wallace Rep. Jack Ladyman Rep. Howard M. Beaty, Jr. 
Sen. Breanne Davis Rep. Robin Lundstrum Rep. Ashley Hudson 
Sen. Ricky Hill Rep. Mary Bentley Rep. Jon Milligan 
Sen. Mark Johnson Rep. Dwight Tosh Rep. Kendon Underwood 
Sen. Greg Leding Rep. Justin Gonzales Rep. Steven Walker 
Sen. Kim Hammer Rep. Rick Beck Rep. Jeremiah Moore 
Sen. Dan Sullivan Rep. Kenneth B. Ferguson Rep. RJ Hawk 
Sen. Clarke Tucker Rep. DeAnn Vaught Rep. Ryan A. Rose 
Sen. Bryan King Rep. Marcus E. Richmond Rep. Chad Puryear 
Sen. Matt McKee Rep. Fred Allen Rep. Zack Gramlich 
Sen. Clint Penzo Rep. Frances Cavenaugh Rep. Stetson Painter 
Sen. Jim Petty Rep. Jimmy Gazaway Rep. R. Scott Richardson 
Sen. Joshua Bryant Rep. Steve Hollowell Rep. Nick Burkes 
Sen. Steve Crowell Rep. Roger D. Lynch  
Sen. Matt Stone   
Sen. Tyler Dees   
Sen. John Payton   
Sen. Fredrick J. Love   
Sen. Jim Dotson   
Sen. Brad Simon   

 
 
A. Call to Order 

 
B. Reports and Communications 

1. ALC-JBC Personnel Subcommittee Report dated October 28, 2026 
Senator Dave Wallace or Representative Justin Gonzales 
 

C. Presentative of Budget Requests 

Week/ 
Page 

Appropriation 
Page 

A-Book 
Page 

Budget 
Analyst 

1. Department of Education (9904)  4 / 159    111 Kathryn Walden 

   Jacob Oliva, Secretary 

(AUDIT FINDINGS) 

Shared Services Paying Account    161 

 

http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us


 

 

 

 

 

Week/ 
Page 

Appropriation 
Page 

A-Book 
Page 

Budget 
Analyst 

Elementary & Secondary Education (0500)     4 / 162    111 Kathryn Walden 

   Jacob Oliva, Secretary 

Conferences       170 

Federal Grants Administration     172 

Medicaid Administration Claiming Program   174 

Professional Licensure Standards Board    176 

State Operations      178 

Building Maintenance      181 

Revolving Loan Certificates Program    183 

Federal Elementary & Secondary Education   185 

Open Enrollment Public Charter School Closure   187 

Multiple Grant Award Program     189 

Medicaid Reimbursement Program    191 

Alternate Certification Program     193 

School Safety Grants      195 

Educational Freedom Accounts     198 

Out-of-School Time Program Grants    200 

Asthma Training and Treatment Program Grants   202 

Save the Children Grant      204 

Arkansas Better Chance Program – Administration  207 

 

2. Public School Fund    4 / 211   ` 111 Kathryn Walden 

   Jacob Oliva, Secretary 

Office of Education Renewal Zones    216 

Arkansas Public School Computer Network   218 

Sexual Risk Avoidance Education Program   220 

Public School Fund      240 

 

3. Public School Academic Facilities & Transportation 4 / 243 

   Tim Cain, Director 

Operations       246 

Programs of Public School Academic Fac & Trans  248 

 

4. Office of Early Childhood   4 / 249 

    Ashelyn Abney, Director 

Operations       252 

Child Care Program Grants and Expenses   254 

Operations – Federal      256 

Loan Guarantees and Grants     258 

Childcare Facility Grants     260 

 

5. Division of Career and Technical Education (0590)  4 / 262   138 Kathryn Walden 

   Ross White, Director 

 Vocational Start-Up Grants and Aid    265 

 Vocational Center Aid      267 

 Vocational & Technical Education    269 



 

 

 

Week/ 
Page 

Appropriation 
Page 

A-Book 
Page 

Budget 
Analyst 

 Federal Vocational & Technical Education   271 

Coordinated Career Education Services    273 

 Multiple Grant Award Programs     275 

 Career Coaches Program     277 

Professional Development for CTE Teachers   279 

 

6. Division of Higher Education (0700)  4 /280    142 Kathryn Walden 

    Dr, Ken Warden, Commissioner 

General Operations      286 

Research Development Program Grants    288 

Student Aid Assistance Grants/Scholarships   290 

TANF        292 

ADHE – Scholarship Administration    294 

Technical Education-Federal Programs    296 

Division of Higher Education – Cash in Treasury   298 

AR Teacher Academy Scholarship Program   300 

Sustainable Building Maintenance Loan    302 

HBCU – Grants       304 

GradMedEd       306 

Health Education Grants & Loans    308 

WF Initiative Act of 2015      310 

Private Career Education – Treasury Cash   312 

Private Career Education – Operations    314 

Private Career Education – Student Prote   316 

Osteo Rural Medical Scholar Program    318 

Web Based Applications      320 

Veterans Approving Agency – Federal    322 

AmeriCorps Operations      324 

AmeriCorps Grants      326 

 

7. Northwest Technical Institute (0552)  4 / 328    148 Kathryn Walden 

   David Patty, President 

NW Technical Institute – State     331 

NW Technical Institute – Federal     333 

NW Technical Institute – Cash     335 

 

8. Arkansas School for the Deaf & Blind (0515) 4 / 336    132/134   Kathryn Walden 

    Nicole Walsh, Superintendent 

Federal Operations      339 

State Operations      341 

Braille & Large Print Textbooks     344 

Cash Operations      346 

School Needs and Campus Enhancements   348 

 

9. Arkansas State Library (0519)   4/ 349    136 Kathryn Walden 

   Jennifer Chilcoat, State Librarian 

State Operations      352 

 



 

 

Week/ 
Page 

Appropriation 
Page 

A-Book 
Page 

Budget 
Analyst 

Federal Operations      355 

Aid to Public Libraries      357 

Grants Administration – Cash     359 

State Library Revolving       361 

 

10. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission (0318) 4 ./ 362    151 Kathryn Walden 

   DuShun Scarbrough, Executive Director 

Operations       365 

Cash        367 

11. Educational Television Division (0516) 4 / 368    149 Kathryn Walden 

   Carlton Wing, Executive Director 

Cash Operations      371 

State Operations      373 

 

D. Other Business 
 

E. Adjournment 
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