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SECOND DAY’S PROCEEDINGS
HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Little Rock, Arkansas
January 9, 2001

The House was called to order at 9:30 A.M. by Mr. Broadway, the
Speaker. The following members answered to the roll call:

Adams, Agee, Allison, Altes, Bennett, Bevis, Biggs, Bledsoe, Bolin,
Bond, Bookout, Borhauer, Boyd, Bradford, Bright, Carson, Childers, Clemons,
Cleveland, Cook, Cowling, Creekmore, Dangeau, Dees, Duggar, Eason,
D.Elliott, J.Elliott, Ferguson, Files, Fite, French, Gillespie, Gipson, Glover,
Goss, Green, Haak, Hathorn, Hausam, Hendren, Hickinbotham, Holt, House,
Hunt, Hutchinson, Jackson, Jacobs, Jeffress, Johnson, Jones, Judy, King,
Ledbetter, Lendall, Lewellen, Lowery, Mack, Magnus, Mathis, McMellon,
Milligan, Milum, Minton, Napper, Nichols, Oglesby, Ormond, Parks, Prater,
Pritchard, Rankin, Rodgers, Roebuck, Salmon, Schall, Scrimshire, Scroggin,
Seawel, Shoffner, M.Smith, R.Smith, M.Steele, T.Steele, Stovall, C.Taylor,
J.Taylor, Teague, Thomas, Verkamp, Weaver, White, Willis, Womack, Wood,
Mr. Speaker.

The following member(s) was absent and did not answer to the roll
call: Moore, Rackley, Trammell, W. Walker.
Total....cooeei a2 04

A quorum was present.

Unanimous leave was granted for Representatives Moore, Rackley,
Trammell, W. Walker.

The House stood and was led in prayer by House Chaplain, Dr. John
E. Owen, Bryant, Arkansas.

The House stood and gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, led by
the Arkansas State Police Color Guard.

The reading of the Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was dispensed
with.
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Upon motion of Representative Minton, HOUSE BILL NO. 1021 was

placed back on second reading for the purpose of amendment.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1021
Amend HOUSE BILL NO. 1021 as originally introduced:

Page 1, line 5, add Representative Bledsoe as the lead sponsor of the bill
AND
Page 4, line 6, insert an additional section to read as follows:

“SECTION 3. Arkansas Code 26-26-310(b)(2)(B), added by Acts 1
and 2 of the Second Extraordinary Session of 2000, pertaining to the use of
excess funds in the Property Tax Relief Trust Fund, is amended to read as
follows:

(B) Commencing December 31, 2002, and each December 31
thereafter, the Chief Fiscal Officer of the State, in cooperation with the
Legislative Council and the Legislative Auditor, shall determine that portion of
the balance remaining that is in excess of the required reimbursement to the
counties and shall certify the same to the Treasurer of State. Such excess

funds may be used to replace the lost funds resulting from medical savings

accounts and any excess funds not needed for that purpose may be used in

accordance with subsequent legislation to provide additional tax relief, or
financial assistance to school districts that incur a reduction in revenue as a
direct result of Amendment 79.”

/s/ R.S. Minton

The Amendment was read and adopted by more than 51 votes.

/s/ Ms. Jo Renshaw
Chief Clerk

The House gave Representative Milum unanimous leave to withdraw
HOUSE BILL NO. 1009.
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The House gave Representative Milum unanimous leave to withdraw
HOUSE BILL NO. 1010.

The House gave Representative Milum unanimous leave to withdraw
HOUSE BILL NO. 1104.

The House gave Representative Milum unanimous leave to withdraw
HOUSE BILL NO. 1079.

The House gave Representative Altes unanimous leave to withdraw
HOUSE BILL NO. 1060.

ENGROSSED BILL REPORTS

SHANE BROADWAY, CHAIRMAN January 9, 2001
The following bill(s) reported correctly engrossed:

HOUSE BILL NO. 1021 BY REPRESENTATIVE BLEDSOE

Morning Hour Expired.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1001

BY: REPRESENTATIVE BEVIS

Was read the third time and placed on final passage, the question
being shall the Bill pass and shall the Emergency Clause be adopted. The

vote was as follows:

AFFIRMATIVE: Adams, Agee, Allison, Altes, Bennett, Bevis, Biggs,
Bledsoe, Bolin, Bond, Bookout, Borhauer, Boyd, Bradford, Bright, Carson,
Childers, Clemons, Cleveland, Cook, Cowling, Creekmore, Dangeau, Dees,
Duggar, Eason, D.Elliott, J.Elliott, Ferguson, Files, Fite, French, Gillespie,
Gipson, Glover, Goss, Green, Haak, Hathorn, Hausam, Hendren,
Hickinbotham, Holt, House, Hunt, Hutchinson, Jackson, Jacobs, Jeffress,
Johnson, Jones, Judy, King, Ledbetter, Lendall, Lewellen, Lowery, Mack,
Magnus, Mathis, McMellon, Milligan, Milum, Minton, Napper, Nichols,
Oglesby, Ormond, Parks, Prater, Pritchard, Rankin, Rodgers, Roebuck,
Salmon, Schall, Scrimshire, Scroggin, Seawel, Shoffner, M.Smith, R.Smith,
M.Steele, T.Steele, Stovall, C.Taylor, J.Taylor, Teague, Thomas, Verkamp,
Weaver, White, Willis, Womack, Wood, Mr. Speaker.

10 - 96
NEGATIVE:
LI ] = | 0
ABSENT OR NOT VOTING: Moore, Rackley, Trammell, W. Walker.
10 - 4
VOTING PRESENT:
LI ] = | 0
Total number of votes Cast..........cccovvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s 96
Necessary to the passage of the bill ..., 51
Total number voting in the affirmative ................ceeevveeinns 96
Total number voting in the negative ..........ccccccceeeeeeeieerieennn, 0
Total number absent or not voting...........coevvviiiiiieniiiiieeiinnns 4
Total number voting present...........cooooooiiiieiiieeieee s 0

So the Bill Passed and the title as read was agreed to.
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There being an Emergency Clause attached to HOUSE BILL NO.
1001, the Speaker ordered the clerk to call the roll upon the adoption of the

Emergency Clause. The vote was as follows:

EMERGENCY CLAUSE

AFFIRMATIVE: Adams, Agee, Allison, Altes, Bennett, Bevis, Biggs,
Bledsoe, Bolin, Bond, Bookout, Borhauer, Boyd, Bradford, Bright, Carson,
Childers, Clemons, Cleveland, Cook, Cowling, Creekmore, Dangeau, Dees,
Duggar, Eason, D.Elliott, J.Elliott, Ferguson, Files, Fite, French, Gillespie,
Gipson, Glover, Goss, Green, Haak, Hathorn, Hausam, Hendren,
Hickinbotham, Holt, House, Hunt, Hutchinson, Jackson, Jacobs, Jeffress,
Johnson, Jones, Judy, King, Ledbetter, Lendall, Lewellen, Lowery, Mack,
Magnus, Mathis, McMellon, Milligan, Milum, Minton, Napper, Nichols,
Oglesby, Ormond, Parks, Prater, Pritchard, Rankin, Rodgers, Roebuck,
Salmon, Schall, Scrimshire, Scroggin, Seawel, Shoffner, M.Smith, R.Smith,
M.Steele, T.Steele, Stovall, C.Taylor, J.Taylor, Teague, Thomas, Verkamp,
Weaver, White, Willis, Womack, Wood, Mr. Speaker.

TOtalcceiiiiiiiiiiiee 96
NEGATIVE:
TOtAl .o 0
ABSENT OR NOT VOTING: Moore, Rackley, Trammell, W. Walker.
TOtalcceeiiiiiiiiieieee 4
VOTING PRESENT:
TOtAl .o 0
Total number of votes Cast ...........oevvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeee 96
Necessary to the adoption of the Emergency Clause......... 67
Total number voting in the affirmative ...............ccccooooooo 96
Total number voting in the negative ...........cccevvviiiiiiineeee 0
Total number absent or Not VOtiNg. ............evvvvvviiieiieiieiieieeee. 4
Total number voting present............ccceeeveeeeeeiveeeiiiieiee e 0

So the Emergency Clause was adopted.

Upon motion of Representative Broadway the House recessed at 9:45
A.M. until 10:00 A.M.
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JOINT SESSION

The Joint Session convened at 10:00 A.M. and was called to order by

Speaker of the House, The Honorable Shane Broadway:

Ms. Ann Cornwell, Secretary of the Senate, called the roll for the
Senate.

The following members answered to the roll call: Argue, Baker,
Beebe, Bisbee, Brown, Bryles, Cash, Critcher, Delay, Everett, Faris, Fitch,
Gullett, Gwatney, Hill, Hoofman, Horn, Hunter, Jeffress, Johnson, Mahony, D.
Malone, P. Malone, Miller, Riggs, Simes, K. Smith, T. Smith, Trusty, Walker,
Webb, Whitaker, Wilkins, Wilkinson, Wooldridge,

Jo Renshaw, Chief Clerk for the House of Representatives, called the
roll for the House. The following members answered to the roll call:

Adams, Agee, Allison, Altes, Bennett, Bevis, Biggs, Bledsoe, Bolin,
Bond, Bookout, Borhauer, Boyd, Bradford, Bright, Carson, Childers, Clemons,
Cleveland, Cook, Cowling, Creekmore, Dangeau, Dees, Duggar, Eason,
D.Elliott, J.Elliott, Ferguson, Files, Fite, French, Gillespie, Gipson, Glover,
Goss, Green, Haak, Hathorn, Hausam, Hendren, Hickinbotham, Holt, House,
Hunt, Hutchinson, Jackson, Jacobs, Jeffress, Johnson, Jones, Judy, King,
Ledbetter, Lendall, Lewellen, Lowery, Mack, Magnus, Mathis, McMellon,
Milligan, Milum, Minton, Moore, Napper, Nichols, Oglesby, Ormond, Parks,
Prater, Pritchard, Rankin, Rodgers, Roebuck, Salmon, Schall, Scrimshire,
Scroggin, Seawel, Shoffner, M.Smith, R.Smith, M.Steele, T.Steele, Stovall,
C.Taylor, J.Taylor, Teague, Thomas, Trammell, Verkamp, Walker, Weaver,
White, Willis, Womack, Wood, Mr. Speaker.

The following member(s) were absent and did not answer to the roll

call: Rackley.

The invocation was given by the House Chaplain, Dr. John E. Owen,
Bryant, Arkansas.
The Speaker of the House, The Honorable Shane Broadway,

recognized visiting dignitaries.
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Speaker Shane Broadway recognized House Parliamentarian, Tim
Massanelli, to announce the results of the General Election vote on BALLOT
ISSUES.

Speaker Shane Broadway recognized House Parliamentarian Tim
Massanelli to announce the results of the General Election vote for the
President of the United States, Vice President of the United States, U.S.

Representatives and Proposed Constitutional Amendments:

U.S. PRESIDENT & U.S. VICE PRESIDENT

Pat Buchanan 7,358
Howard Phillips 1,415
Dr. John Hagelin 1,098
Harry Browne 2,781
Vice President Al Gore 422,768
Ralph Nader 13,421
Governor George W. Bush 472,940
TOTAL VOTES CAST 921,781
U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 1

Congressman Marion Berry 120,266
Susan Myshka 79,437
George Moody 253
TOTAL VOTES CAST 199,956
U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 2

Vic Snyder 126,957
Bob Thomas 93,692
TOTAL VOTES CAST 220,649
U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 3

Congressman Asa Hutchinson Uncontested
U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 4

State Senator Mike Ross 108,143
Congressman Jay Dickey 104,017
TOTAL VOTES CAST 212,160
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NUMBER 1
FOR 427,407
AGAINST 355,943
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PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NUMBER 2

FOR 502,882
AGAINST 306,830
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NUMBER 3
FOR 431,137
AGAINST 323,647
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NUMBER 5
FOR 309,482
AGAINST 544,550
PROPOSED INITIATED ACT 1

FOR 506,683
AGAINST 281,790

The President of the Senate, The Honorable Winthrop Paul Rockefeller

appointed the following named Senate Committee:

Senator Mike Beebe Senator Jim Argue
Senator Cliff Hoofman Senator Jim Hill
Senator Bill Gwatney Senator Jack Critcher
Senator David Malone Senator John E. Brown
Senator Jon Fitch Senator Tim Wooldridge
Senator John A. Riggs,IV Senator Gunner DelLay

And, Speaker Shane Broadway appointed the following named House
Committee as the Committee to notify Governor Mike Huckabee that the Joint
Session is ready to receive him and to escort the Governor to the Speaker’s
Rostrum:

Representative M. Olin Cook, Chairperson

Representative Mike Hathorn Representative Martha A. Shoffner

Representative Tracy Steele Representative George R. French

Representative Jerry Allison Representative Mary Anne Salmon

Representative Larry R. Teague Representative Bill Bevis

Representative Jo Carson Representative Sandra D. Rodgers

Representative Jim Wood Representative David C. Hausam

Representative Phillip T. Jacobs Representative Roger Smith

Representative Steve Napper Representative Jim Magnus
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The President of the Senate, The Honorable Winthrop Paul Rockefeller
presented The Honorable Mike Huckabee, Governor of the State of Arkansas,

for remarks.

STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS
THE HONORABLE MIKE HUCKABEE
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS
JANUARY 9, 2001

First of all, let me extend my congratulations to all of you for your
journey here through the election process. My congratulations go not only to
you and your families but also to your constituents for sending you here with
the hopes that over the next few days, whether it's 60, 70, 80 or God forbid
more than that, that we somehow find a way to do the people’s business in
such an efficient manner that when we leave here they really understand they
have sent the right people to do the job.

| know that for many of you yesterday was an extraordinary day
personally -- to look in that gallery or around this room and see your family
members watch with an extraordinary sense of pride as you put your hand on
a Bible, raised your other hand and took the oath of office to become a
member of the 83 General Assembly for the state of Arkansas. Yesterday,
while visiting with a couple of you out in the hallway, it was very apparent that
it hit you that you are part of an extraordinary tradition. Since our state was
begun, we have entrusted the work of our state government and, in essence,
the very lives of our people to ordinary citizens like us, who take away from
jobs and families and make great sacrifices to come and do the people’s
business. | understand there are a lot of cynics who will write about the things
that go on here these coming days. But let me assure you that among those
of us who are intimately involved in this process, whether we always agree on
the issues, there’s one thing I've come to understand and respect. That is that
no person enters into this arena without a deep contemplation of what he or
she is embarking upon. And none of us leave this arena without
understanding we have paid a high price in so very many ways to enter into
this public service.

| know you're all grateful for your families. I'm certainly grateful for

mine. | want to express my deep appreciation that my wife, Janet, is here
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today. | think she is doing a magnificent job as the first lady of our state. I'm
glad she’s here, and | want to thank her and ask her to stand. | thank you for
that kind reception for her. As a result of that, I'll be able to sleep indoors
tonight, and I’'m thankful.

| don’t have to tell any of you our state is battered and badly bruised
from the worst winter storms on record. The National Weather Service, in fact,
has called these most recent storms the most devastating and widespread
disasters since our state became a territory in 1819. These storms left
hundreds of thousands of our families in the dark. They caused many
businesses to be completely paralyzed day after day. And they also made it
necessary to close most every school in the state for some period of time
during the course of this disaster. Yet today, due to the heroic work of an
incredible number of utility workers who have come from 24 states -- 15,000
or more—in less time than we could really imagine considering the level of
damage, they have restored most of the power to all of the communities.
Now, only a handful of folks in the most remote rural areas are still without.
They will labor diligently until everyone is hooked up.

As we come together to launch this session, it also is a time that about
450,000 students in our public schools have finally been able to head back to
school. And as these students are dropped off by their parents for the next
few months of the spring semester, | can’t help but reflect on what it was like
to go back to school after the Christmas break. It was almost 40 years ago
when | went back to the Brookwood Elementary School after the Christmas
break. By the way, that was the same school where some nine years earlier
another little boy had gone back to school. He later became the president of
the United States. From that tiny school in Hope, Ark., | remember going to
school while carrying just a little back satchel. In it were the simple tools of a
first grader, the same tools you probably took with you to school. | brought
some of those today just to remind you of them.

The old saying is a picture is worth a thousand words. Now, we didn’t
have the nice Dr. Seuss bags when | was a kid. We had plain red book
satchels. But inside nearly all of them . . . you remember these? Those
wonderful tablets. A box of crayons. Some of you may want to play with those
later. Let's see what | can do. And what would a school kid be without some
glue? | remember the old paste we had. We didn’t have the glue. It used to

be paste with a paddle because it was good to eat when everything else
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failed. And, of course, scissors. You have to have those. And a lecture from
the teacher on not to run with them because you might put your eye out. Or
your neighbor’s. And then those great old big, fat pencils. | never have to this
day understood why the kids with the smallest hands got the biggest pencils.
But that was part of it.

There was something else we would carry. At least some of us would.
We would take an apple. Remember that? | never did because we would eat
those at home. But some of the kids would carry an apple. And for most
people, the apple has become a symbol of education. It has become a
symbol of teachers—taking the teacher an apple. | think it was probably a
symbol of appreciation and good will, but let's be real honest. The kids who
took the apple, they were hoping it might have just a little bit of influence on
that teacher when it came report card time. Some of you thought | might bring
yet another kind of fruit here today. But | still thought the apple was most
appropriate. So | stuck with that.

I've given you a bit of a reflection about going to the first grade at
Brookwood Elementary in Hope. But | want to say that just like the kid hoped
to give a good report to his parents with that report card, the state of the state
message is, in essence, a report card to the legislators and to the people of
our state. At Brookwood Elementary School, we used to only get grades that
were either an “S”, which meant satisfactory; an “N”, which stood for needs
improvement; or the one we dreaded and tried to figure out how to make into
something else if we got one, the “U”, the unsatisfactory. Today my purpose
in standing before you is to present not so much the apple but the report card
and to share with you and the people of our state just where we are as we
enter into the first opportunity to set an agenda for the next century in
Arkansas. | want to commend Speaker Broadway, whose speech yesterday |
thought was on target. | had the opportunity to watch it on television and
thought the speaker did an outstanding job of expressing the fact that 100
years ago, things were quite different in this place we call home. This building
was the contemplation of those legislators. Now, here we are 100 years later
not only in a building but, more importantly, trying to build something of a
future for the next 100 years for Arkansas citizens.

I’'m happy to report that overall our great state is making good grades.
The fact is we have perhaps in the past settled for just holding out for

average. But in many cases, most of you in this room have decided that
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holding out for average is not enough, that you're not willing to settle for less
than the “S”s and the “S” pluses. Today, I'm happy to report that our grades
are largely “S”s and several “S” pluses. There are a few “N”s in the report, but
that's why we are here, to change those “N”s of needs improvement so that
when the next legislative session meets, we can call those “N”s, “S”s and “S”
pluses.

Let me share with you things | hope you'll be as excited about as | am.
Unemployment rates in Arkansas this past year reached record lows. And
even in the month of December, with all of the bad weather and all of the
gloom and doom prognostications, our unemployment rate was the lowest
December rate on record. We led the nation in the percentage decrease of
uninsured citizens, in large part because of the passage four years ago of the
ARKids First program, which is one of the nation’s premier programs for
health insurance. Many were thrilled when Columbia University released the
report last year that showed Arkansas reduced child poverty more than any
other state. | got a phone call about three weeks ago from former Gov. Pete
Wilson of California. California is considered the technology epicenter of the
country. Pete Wilson is now in a global telecommunications and technology
business. He said one of the things he does is evaluate states that are
moving toward e-government. He said, “Mike, you might be happy to know
that as we have looked at all 50 states, Arkansas is leading the nation in
moving toward e-government. No state has quite moved forward as your state
has in becoming a leader in bringing its state services on-line and using
technology effectively for its taxpayers.”

For the past three years, test scores in Arkansas have improved. And
we believe with the implementation of Smart Start and Smart Step—Ilargely
because of your strong support in this Legislature—those test scores will
continue to improve. When we cut the tax burden for Arkansas families, we
eliminated 40,000 families from the tax rolls. Not the richest but the poorest
were eliminated from the tax rolls. By indexing for inflation and cutting out the
marriage penalty, we gave Arkansans the best boost they have ever had. You
did that with courage, and | thank you for it and the people thank you for it.
Now, we have the largest capital construction program in the history of the
state, which you overwhelmingly passed two years ago and the people
confirmed with 80 percent of the vote in the summer of 1999. Sixty-five

percent of our citizens recently passed the plan to use our tobacco settlement

2" Day’s Proceedings — January 9, 2001 83" General Assembly



99

funds exclusively for health care, making us one of the few states in the
nation that has been willing to do that and putting us at the forefront of efforts
toward better public health. Our scholarship programs, the Academic
Challenge scholarship and the Governor’'s Distinguished Scholars program,
are heralded across the country and will be featured in The Chronicle of
Higher Education this month. | think it's important for you to know that your
courage last month, your conviction in coming and making sure the
scholarships were fully funded, did not go unnoticed by the more than 10,000
students who received them. | think it's important for all of us to remember
that not only are we funding those scholarships, we are the only state in the
country that has that kind of extraordinary scholarship program that isn’t in
some way tied to the scourge of gambling. We decided that it's a priority not
to take it off the games people play, but to take it off the priorities we believe
are important as a people. Our car-tag system is the envy of the nation. It's
the most efficient. A few years ago, we had the second highest divorce rate in
the country. That is declining. It's not nearly enough, but it's declining to the
betterment of our culture. And our public school spending on a per-pupil basis
in four years has gone from $3,620 to $4,679 per pupil. That's one of the
highest increases over that period of time this state has ever seen.

| want to now ask you to join me in thinking toward a resolve, a resolve
as to why we really have shown up this week and what it is we have to
commit ourselves to do over the next several weeks. There have been many
predictions of a slow growth in the economy. Let me make sure that every
one of us understand that nobody is predicting we are going to have less
money than we have had in the past, less money this month than we had a
year ago or less money in this fiscal year than we had in the fiscal year
before. Every projection, even the most conservative and perhaps the
gloomiest of predictions, would say there are going to be more dollars than
there were. But indeed we all recognize there is a slowing of the growth that’s
taking place. I, for one, want to remind you that the forecasts are not made by
people who first come up with a budget and then say, “Let’s get a forecast to
meet it.” That's not how it works. It never has, it doesn’t now, it never will. It's
a thorough, scientific and, | believe, objective process. It's not perfect. It's
subject to be wrong. But more often than not, it has been right. Because of
the ice storms, and as we monitor economic conditions over the next few

weeks, we will look at the economic indicators and make sure we are not
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designing a budget of expenses that exceed what we are likely to receive. But
| don’t have the idea that this is a time to look for the sky to fall. Rather, it's a
time we should look for the skies of opportunity to open and decide that even
with limited growth and resources, we will do what every Legislature does,
whether it has lots of money or even less money. That is to set its priorities
and resolve to fulfill those priorities.

You might be happy to know I've not come to you in this session with a
laundry list of dozens and dozens of things in the governor’'s package of
legislative items. Frankly, | don’t think we need a lot more government. We
need the government we have to work more efficiently. We need it to work in
ways that help our citizens rather than helping us to just grow more
government. And, frankly, if indeed some of those predictions are right and
we are going to be in some times where the economy is slowing, then that's
all the more reason not to launch forth with a whole lot of new government
programs but rather to scale back everywhere we can except for determining
those things which we cannot scale back and then carrying out our
responsibilities. | would suggest to you today that of all the things we have to
do, the one thing we must do is what you vowed to do yesterday in taking the
oath of office. That's to uphold the Constitution. | know virtually everybody
who comes here makes campaign promises along the way. Campaign
promises are important and significant, but they are not oaths. And they are
not made with the sense of blood resolve. Our constitutional duty is to provide
for a free, equitable and adequate public education for students through the
12" grade. Yesterday, when every person took an oath to fulfill the
Constitution, that was one of the things we all agreed we would do because
that is a constitutional obligation you and | share. There are other things we’re
going to talk about and do that are good. Some are even great. But even
some of the good things and the great things may not be the constitutionally
necessary things we must do while we’re here. | think the most important
thing we can do is just like that first grader. We have to go back to school.
That's what it really comes down to.

Our single greatest responsibility is not necessarily to go back to our
constituents with some prize expenditure for the district as much as it is to go
back to school in every one of those 310 districts, making sure the kids of
Arkansas are going to have a better education next year than they got this

year because of what we did in this room and in the one down the hall. There
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are some great things we’ll talk about and do, but I'm not sure that they're as
important as getting back to school. Highways are great. We have 16,800
miles of state-controlled highways. They’re good. Some of them are great.
Some of them are going to get better. Some of them need to get a whole lot
better. But there’s nothing in the Constitution that obligates us to build a road.
Social services are wonderful. | don’t think anybody here would deny that
some of the best work we do is to make sure kids aren’t abused, that nursing
home patients are treated with respect,dignity and care. Certainly we want to
make sure a child who is somehow unable to cope with the normal systems
has a place where he or she can be placed for correction, hopefully to avoid a
long-term adult prison sentence. We all want to see things like the various
enterprises we engage in in terms of social services. They are involved and
helpful. Many of you will take strong stands for them. As important as they
are, | just want to remind you there is nothing in the Constitution that requires
us do those things. We do them because they’re good and great and helpful
and meaningful.

Clean water? We’'re all for that. But the Constitution doesn’t require us
to make that the highest priority. We’ll make it a priority because we love our
state. We’ll make sure we have clean water and clean air. We don’t have a
constitutional mandate to have state parks. There’s no one who loves our
park system more than | do, no one who is a greater advocate of tourism than
me. | diligently campaigned for the one-eighth cent tax out of a deep
conviction that the Natural State ought to be cared for because those of us
who are the citizens are the stewards. If we don’t take care of it, nobody else
will. Many of you joined us, and we are seeing the wonderful results of that.
But as important as that is to me personally and as important as that is to all
of us collectively, let us never think that that is a constitutional responsibility
that exceeds others. Regulation of industry? It's important to make sure our
citizens have free and fair commerce, but it's not mandated in the
Constitution. There’s higher education, which | hope we can find more money
for. I want to make sure every student in this state who graduates from high
school can access a college whether it's a two-year, four-year or technical
school. We need to ensure every student has more education to be ready for
the workforce. But as important as that is, and who can argue that it isn't, it's

not mandated in the Constitution that we do it.
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We may have tighter budgets, but we are elected to determine the priorities.
And if we go back to our basic constitutional responsibility, let us not forget
that the single thing that exceeds all the other responsibilities we have is to
provide for that free, equitable and adequate public education for students
through the 12" grade. Thats why today | come to you with a
recommendation. | would recommend that we set for ourselves as the highest
priority of this 83" General Assembly the task of raising teacher salaries in
this state so that they are commensurate with what we are asking these men
and women to do. Let’s raise those salaries over the course of the biennium
by $3,000, recognizing that's not enough and it's not the finish line but it's a
good starting point. If we don’t raise those salaries at least by that kind of
money, we are going to be further and further behind not only in our region
but in our nation as it comes to recruiting and retaining the best and brightest
talent to go into our classrooms and do not only what we would probably
agree is the most important task but what our Constitution dictates is our most
important task, that to which we have all taken the oath. So ladies and
gentlemen of this General Assembly, | would suggest that because of the
pressing need, we agree there is no greater priority than the raising of those
salaries.

We're experiencing a shortage of teachers. Frankly, there’s no
shortage of politicians. Most all of us have opponents when we run. Some of
you lucky ones don’t, but most of us have several along the way. So there’s
no shortage of people wanting our jobs. But there is a shortage of people
wanting the job of walking into that classroom and instructing those 450,000
kids every day. That's why we have to get back to school. And, by the way,
we’re going to have to pay them more than apples. Those folks deserve and
we must give them real dollars they can spend. Does that mean it's the only
thing we're going to do the whole time we're here? Of course not. You're
going to see in our recommendations that we propose a major emphasis on
technology, including the establishment of a chief information officer for the
state and resources that will help us build a strong technology infrastructure
so high-speed connectivity is accessible to every Arkansan, providing the
backbone for recruiting high-tech businesses to our state. But | want to tell
you right now the key to good technology is making sure we have kids coming
out of our schools who can run the systems we build. And without decent

education, which is going to require good teachers, we can spend all the
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money in the world building a technology infrastructure but we won't have the
people to run it.

Economic development? Of course we are for that. We will have initiatives we
will propose, as you will. But there is no one piece of economic development
more important than making sure there is an educated workforce that can
read, can think and can go to the job and be ready to be trained. So it's back
to school if we're really serious about economic development. You're also
going to see from us proposals for a Delta initiative. Some of that will relate to
using the tobacco funds for the Delta Health Education Centers, which will be
an extraordinary benefit to some of our most underserved citizens in the
Arkansas Delta. You'll see a minority hypertension and stroke prevention
program, which in the long term will save money by making sure we don’t
have the kind of catastrophic health issues among so many of our minority
citizens. | hope you'll join in helping us pass those Delta initiatives. But
frankly, as the very underpinning of all the Delta initiatives, it goes back to
school. The Teach for America program, which we will support, is a very
important component of the Delta initiative. The fact is that no matter what we
do, without strong schools in the Delta and strong teachers in the Delta that
give a good education to every kid, regardless of how much money his
parents have or whether they are married or single or black or white or
Hispanic or Asian, we will never see our children reach their full potential.

We will propose in this session that this General Assembly do
something | hope won’t be controversial but will be a matter of conviction for
all of us. That is to provide for every person who's contemplating the
termination of her child during pregnancy that she has information, knowing
fully and completely the procedure that is taking place and what it will mean.
Commonly called the woman’s right-to-know legislation, it really goes back to
school, back to educating people. I'm pro life, and | think many of you are. But
| know not everyone agrees with me on that particular topic, and | respect
that. I'll probably never change my conviction on that, and some of you won't
change yours. But in this day in which we talk about choice and the
importance of it, surely we can agree that if under the Supreme Court choice
is mandated, that choice should be as educated a choice as is humanly
possible. That's what this particular measure will provide. We’ll ask for drug
courts to be expanded because it makes more sense to treat people with a

drug problem rather than simply incarcerating them and putting them in a
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place where their problems are not dealt with. That's one of our initiatives. But
it too comes back to school, making sure people have the right information on
what's happening to them. We'll propose initiatives in the area of divorce
reform, hoping to see that people will have the option in this state of a
covenant marriage where they can have more information. Back to school, if
you will, making a deeper commitment. It will be their option. Shouldn’'t we
give people the option of making that marriage vow even stronger?

There will be other initiatives. We will ask you to take a look at making
our boards and commissions uniform in terms of the time served. There’s
something that needs to be changed with a system where those of us who
appoint and those of you who confirm are sometimes serving less time
because of term limits than the people who are appointed. There ought to be
uniformity so the length of time a person serves in an appointed position does
not exceed that of the person who did the appointing or did the confirming.
We will ask you for your support. As for general improvement funds, there will
probably be few of them this year, maybe less for us to fight over. | would ask
that because there may be less, let's focus on the things that are really the
state’s responsibilities and not those things that would better be handled by
city and county governments. There will always be the temptation to do good
things, better things. But | hope we can avoid all of the temptations to do
anything other than focusing upon the best thing and what the Constitution
says is the most important thing. And that’'s getting back to school.

Will it cost us? Of course it will. We’re proposing a cost, but we're
proposing a balanced budget. We think we can do it or we wouldn’t have put
it out there for you. | think the reason it's important is because for far too long
too many of our citizens have lived in poverty, a poverty that trapped them
and their children in a cycle they never seemed to break out of. And the one
thing that gives them hope, the one thing that unlocks them from that trap of
impoverishment, is the opportunity to have access to an education that will
open the world to them. Studies have shown that three things will ensure a
child can grow up with a 90 percent likelihood of never spending an adult day
of his or her life in poverty. They're simple things. No. 1, finish high school.
No. 2, get a job and keep the job until a better job comes along. No. 3, marry,
stay married and wait until after you are 20 years old to have a child. Simple
stuff, isn’t it? But it all starts with getting back to school and making sure

everyone is able to finish.
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When | went back to school almost 40 years ago, | have to confess to
you | had rather ragged clothes. My parents would take me in an old car |
wasn’t very proud of. Sometimes | would ask them to drop me off a block
away from school so the other kids didn’t have to see what | was riding in. |
didn’t have the nicest clothes, and | lived in a very modest rent house for
which my parents scraped enough to pay the rent month by month. | didn’t
grow up much differently than many of you. Some of you came up in the
same way. | remember going to school in my jeans with the tears and the
shoes that sometimes would get a little ragged around the edges by the end
of the semester. | always admired my schoolteachers. | admired them
because unlike anyone in my family, they all had college degrees. | thought
that was pretty special. You know what? In those days, back in Hope, most of
the schoolteachers drove pretty nice cars. They weren’t luxury cars, but they
were nicer than the ones | had ridden in. And they had nicer clothes. Mine
were clean, just a little ragged. Theirs looked nice. | always thought | might
one day get a good education, go to college and maybe be a teacher. That’s
the main adult role model many of us had. | realized that if | really worked at
this, some day | might have a nicer car. | might not live in a rent house that |
didn’t want friends to spend the night at because | was embarrassed where |
lived. And maybe | would have nice clothes that don’'t have the patches in the
knees of the jeans by April, those jeans you then cut off in the summer and
used as shorts.

You know, many of us grew up at a time when the teachers were the
ones we looked up to. In most cases, they weren’t the ragged ones. You
know what breaks my heart today? Go to the typical campus and notice that
the kids are driving better cars than the teachers. And the kids are the ones
wearing the label clothing. The teachers are the ones who are having to get
by with the discount store versions. | want to tell you, if there’s one thing we
ought to do in this state, it's to determine that the next generation of kids
growing up will look at their teachers and say, “Now there’s somebody I'd like
to be like.” Not just because of the income they have, the car they drive or the
clothes they wear but more importantly that our kids would say, “I want to be
like that because the work they do is the single most important work we will
ever find.” My friends and colleagues in government, it is more than our
legislative agenda. It is more than just a budget priority. It is our constitutional

duty to get back to school. Thank you very much.
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HOUSE BILLS ORDERED TRANSMITTED TO THE SENATE AS PASSED

HOUSE BILL NO. 1001 BY REPRESENTATIVE BEVIS

ARKANSAS SENATE
SENATE BILLS RECEIVED FROM SENATE AS PASSED

SENATE BILL NO. 1 BY SENATE EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE REPORT

January 9, 2001

RULES MARY A. SALMON
CHAIRPERSON
HOUSE BILL NO. 1143 DO PASS
BY REPRESENTATIVE MAGNUS
HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 1001 DO PASS

BY REPRESENTATIVE BROADWAY
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1157

BY: REPRESENTATIVE FILES

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO AMEND
ARKANSAS CODE 5-36-103 TO MAKE THEFT OF AMMONIA USED TO
MANUFACTURE METHAMPHETAMINE A CLASS B FELONY; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on JUDICIARY.

HOUSE BILL NO. 1158

BY: REPRESENTATIVE FILES
BY: SENATOR DELAY

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO REQUIRE
CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS FOR LICENSED ELECTRICIANS; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND LABOR.

HOUSE BILL NO. 1159

BY: REPRESENTATIVE ALTES, BLEDSOE, BOLIN, DUGGAR, FILES,
FITE, HAAK, JACOBS, JUDY, MOORE, VERKAMP
BY: SENATOR RIGGS

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO CHANGE THE
MEMBERSHIP OF THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF NURSING; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND LABOR.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1160

BY: REPRESENTATIVES ALTES, BLEDSOE, BOLIN, BRADFORD,
DUGGAR, FILES, HAAK, JACOBS, JONES, JUDY, VERKAMP
BY: SENATORS MAHONY, RIGGS

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO AMEND
ARKANSAS CODE 8-6-609 AND 8-6-610 TO CHANGE THE RECYCLING
GRANTS REPORTING PERIOD TO THE STATE FISCAL YEAR; TO
CLARIFY THE REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS OF RECYCLING GRANT
RECIPIENTS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND LABOR.

HOUSE BILL NO. 1161

BY: REPRESENTATIVE CREEKMORE

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO MAKE AN
APPROPRIATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND
ADMINISTRATION — DISBURSING OFFICER FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED
WITH REPAIRS TO A GYMNASIUM FOR THE ARCH STREET YOUTH
ASSOCIATION; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on JOINT BUDGET.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1162

BY: REPRESENTATIVE CREEKMORE

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO MAKE AN
APPROPRIATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND
ADMINISTRATION — DISBURSING OFFICER FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A
GYMNASIUM FOR THE EAST END BALL PARK ASSOCIATION; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on JOINT BUDGET.

HOUSE BILL NO. 1163

BY: REPRESENTATIVE HUTCHINSON
A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO CREATE AN
INCOME TAX CREDIT FOR TEACHERS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on REVENUE AND TAXATION

HOUSE BILL NO. 1164

BY: REPRESENTATIVE BEVIS

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO AMEND THE
DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT LAW TO PROVIDE THAT NO
WORK EXCEEDING TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS SHALL BE LET
WITHOUT PUBLIC ADVERTISEMENT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1165

BY: REPRESENTATIVE MINTON

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO REQUIRE ALL
PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS TO DEMONSTRATE MASTERY OF THE
MULTIPLICATION TABLES BEFORE ENTERING THE SIXTH GRADE; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on EDUCATION.

HOUSE BILL NO. 1166

BY: REPRESENTATIVES DUGGAR, HOLT

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO REDUCE
ALLOWABLE PRIZES FROM COIN-OPERATED AMUSEMENT DEVICES;
TO PROVIDE CIVIL ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAW REGULATING COIN-
OPERATED AMUSEMENT DEVICES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on RULES.

HOUSE BILL NO. 1167

BY: REPRESENTATIVE GLOVER

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO AMEND
ARKANSAS CODE 12-30-404 TO FURTHER CLARIFY THOSE INMATES
WHO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR WORK-STUDY RELEASE; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on JUDICIARY.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1168

BY: JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO MAKE AN
APPROPRIATION FOR OPERATING EXPENSES FOR THE ARKANSAS
BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE FOR THE BIENNIAL PERIOD ENDING
JUNE 30, 2003; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on JOINT BUDGET.

HOUSE BILL NO. 1169

BY: REPRESENTATIVES WEAVER, AGEE, GIPSON, HICKINBOTHAM,
HOUSE, JACKSON, MILLIGAN, OGLESBY, PRATER, SEAWEL, M.
STEELE

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO AMEND
ARKANSAS CODE 23-88-103 TO EXPAND ITS APPLICATION TO
RENEWALS OF FIRE INSURANCE COVERAGE AND TO PROPERTY
LOCATED IN AREAS PROTECTED BY VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENTS WHICH ARE SUPPORTED WHOLLY OR PARTLY BY
DUES OR SUBSCRIPTION CHARGES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on INSURANCE AND COMMERCE.

HOUSE BILL NO. 1170

BY: REPRESENTATIVE MAGNUS

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO AMEND
ARKANSAS CODE 12-27-114 TO AUTHORIZE COUNTY JAILS TO
RECEIVE DIFFERENT REIMBURSEMENT RATES FOR INMATES; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on CITY, COUNTY AND LOCAL AFFAIRS.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1171

BY: REPRESENTATIVE WOMACK

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO AMEND
ARKANSAS CODE 16-13-2203 TO CREATE A NEW CIRCUIT-CHANCERY
JUDGESHIP IN THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on JUDICIARY.

HOUSE BILL NO. 1172

BY: REPRESENTATIVE PARKS

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO AMEND
ARKANSAS CODE 5-4-607(4)(A) TO EXCLUDE CERTAIN NON-VIOLENT
OFFENSES FROM THE FOUR-YEAR REQUIREMENT REGARDING
APPLICATIONS FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on JUDICIARY.

HOUSE BILL NO. 1173

BY: REPRESENTATIVE GLOVER

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO LEVY A $2.00
FEE ON TIRES SOLD IN ARKANSAS FOR FUNDING STATE POLICE
HEALTH INSURANCE AND SALARY ENHANCEMENT; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on REVENUE AND TAXATION.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1174

BY: REPRESENTATIVE MINTON

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO AMEND
ARKANSAS CODE 26-26-310 PERTAINING TO THE CERTIFICATION OF
AMOUNT OF PROPERTY TAX REDUCTION; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time, and
referred to the Committee on REVENUE AND TAXATION.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1006

BY: REPRESENTATIVE PARKS

ENCOURAGING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO
IMPLEMENT AND TEACH THE EDDIE EAGLE ELEMENTARY GUN
SAFETY EDUCATION PROGRAM.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time and
referred to the Committee on EDUCATION.

SENATE BILL NO. 1

BY: SENATE EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO MAKE AN
APPROPRIATION TO THE ARKANSAS SENATE FOR EXPENSES OF THE
ARKANSAS SENATE OF THE EIGHTY-THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second time and

placed on the Calendar.
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Upon motion of Representative Cook, the House adjourned at 2:57

p.m. until 1:30 p.m., Wednesday, January 10, 2001..

ATTEST:
Shane Broadway Jo Renshaw
Speaker of the House of Representatives Chief Clerk
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