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The Arkansas Legislative Task Force on Water Quality met Tuesday, March 16, 2010, in Room 130 at 10:00 a.m., State Capitol, Little Rock, Arkansas.  Senator Steve Faris, Senate Chair and Representative Mike Burris, House Chair, presided.

Task Force members present were Senator Steve Faris, Representative Mike Burris, Mr. Bill Watkins, Mr. Tom Rimmer, Ms. Kate Althoff, Mr. Randy Easley, Mr. Charles McGrew, Mr. Robert Hart, Ms. Heather Richardson, Mr. Ryan Benefield, Mr. John Fowler, and Mr. Wally Loveless.  Mr. Earl Smith sitting in for Mr. Randy Young.

Other invited guests were Representatives Curren Everett, Billy Gaskill, David Wyatt, Ray Kidd, Buddy Lovell, Robert Moore, Monty Davenport, Eddie Cooper, and Senators Ed Wilkinson, and Randy Laverty.

Representative Burris opened the meeting.  Representative Burris asked task force members to introduce themselves. Chairs gave opening remarks.
Representative John Edwards was recognized.  He explained in his report how The Water Source Protection Task Force was created to develop and present recommendations to the Arkansas General Assembly to reduce contamination that flows into the drinking water supplies from lakes, impoundments, and the surface-discharge of treated sewage waste from non-municipal waste-water treatment plants. He explained how non-municipal sewer systems are not run by a governmental entity but are locally controlled.  The non-municipal sewer systems have a legal structure and Board.  Most small waste-water treatment systems are neglecting maintenance due to a lack of funding to keep an experienced licensed waste-water operator.  Lack of proper operation and maintenance makes surface water vulnerable to both chemical and microbiological contamination. Representative Edwards' handout explained how a drip-field dispersal treatment system is designed to pipe waste to a small treatment plant, treat and move the waste water through a series of small tubes run underground with holes in them to release the treated waste in a designated drip-field.  Since there is no discharge with this type of system, there is no need to apply for a NPDES permit from ADEQ.  Although the initial purchasing price is higher, operation and maintenance cost will be cheaper in the long run. 
Representative Burris feels changes need to be made to protect the state's water resources.  His handout listed Act 1184 areas of responsibility:
1. Identify water systems that provide drinking water for public consumption

2. Review laws applying to drinking water systems

3. Review drinking water standards from other jurisdictions

4. Assess the Arkansas facilities for ensuring the quality and safety of drinking water

5. Make recommendations to improve safety and quality of drinking water

Mr. Robert Hart, Arkansas Department of Health, Engineering Section, oversees the public water systems, explained there are 1,100 public water systems in the state governed by EPA regulations which they have divided into two groups, community public water systems and non-community public water system. Community public water system serves a residential population.  Non community public water systems serves industries, businesses and schools.  There are 400 non-community public water systems and 700 community public water system.  EPA divides non-community water systems into transient and non-transient systems with different tiers of regulations for each of those groups.
Mr. Bill Watkins, Beaver Water District, Rogers, Arkansas, is concerned with water shed protection in his area.  Lack of regulation upon the uses within the water shed affects his district with cost, erosion control, and clarity of the lake.  Mr. Watkins stated environmental regulations should be enforced.  Beaver Water District is a Corp lake with private property ownership up to the Corp take lines throughout the entire shore line of the lake.  His district is one in four water districts that pull water from the lake that serves most of the northwestern corner of the state.  He would like to see something done to overcome the conflict of property rights and the need to protect the water shed.  He would like to see training in place to teach the public not to dump pharmaceuticals down their toilets.
Ms. Kate Althoff, Citizens Organization for the Protection of Lake Maumelle, would like the task force to discuss how to resolve conflicts that arise with inconsistency of the management when a water source crosses more than one jurisdiction of multiple governments.  
Mr. Wally Loveless, Arkansas Realtors Association, is confident the task force will work hard to provide the resources needed to educate the public on maintaining good water supply.
Dr. Tom Rimmer, Central Arkansas Water Board, feels balancing private property rights and the public's rights to safe water is never easy because technical issues are going to be difficult but he looks forward to working with the task force in making progress.
Mr. Earl Smith, Chief, Water Resources Management Division, Arkansas Natural Resources Commission, feels the struggle is to find the appropriate state roll in managing the resources regarding quality and quantity and what regulations need to be in place to achieve that.  We need more management of the resources because the problems can't be solved on an individual landowners piece of property. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m.
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