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SEVENTY-THIRD DAY’S PROCEEDINGS 
SENATE CHAMBER 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
REGULAR SESSION 

 

_ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _ _ _ 

 

 

 Little Rock, Arkansas 

 March 25, 2009 

 

 The Senate was called to order at 1:30 o'clock p.m. by the President. 

 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members answered to roll call: 

ALTES, BAKER, BLEDSOE, BOOKOUT, BROADWAY, 
BRYLES, CAPPS, CRUMBLY, ELLIOTT, FARIS, 
GLOVER, HENDREN, HORN, G. JEFFRESS, J. 
JEFFRESS, B. JOHNSON, D. JOHNSON, KEY, 
LAVERTY, LUKER, MADISON, MALONE, MILLER, 
PRITCHARD, SALMON, SMITH, STEELE, TAYLOR, 
TEAGUE, THOMPSON, TRUSTY, WHITAKER, WILKINS, 
WILKINSON, WYATT. 

 
 The Senate was led in prayer by Senator Pritchard. 

 

 The Senate was led in the Pledge of Allegiance by the President. 

 

 On motion of Senator Whitaker, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with. 
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 On motion of Senator Bryles, Senate Bill No. 665 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on JOINT BUDGET, and placed back on second reading for purpose of 

Amendment No. 1. 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 1 to SENATE BILL NO. 665 

 
 Amend Senate Bill No. 665 as originally introduced: 

Insert an additional Section immediately following Section 1 to read as follows:  
"    SECTION 2. REGULAR SALARIES.  There is hereby established for the 
Arkansas Agriculture Department for the 2009-2010 fiscal year, the following 
maximum number of regular employees whose salaries shall be governed by the 
provisions of the Uniform Classification and Compensation Act (Arkansas Code 
§§21-5-201 et seq.), or its successor, and all laws amendatory thereto.  Provided, 
however, that any position to which a specific maximum annual salary is set out 
herein in dollars, shall be exempt from the provisions of said Uniform Classification 
and Compensation Act.  All persons occupying positions authorized herein are 
hereby governed by the provisions of the Regular Salaries Procedures and 
Restrictions Act (Arkansas Code §21-5-101), or its successor. 
 
                                                                                                Maximum Annual 
                                                                          Maximum         Salary Rate 
 Item  Class                                                          No. of            Fiscal Year 
  No.  Code   Title                                             Employees           2009-2010 
 (1)   B010N  VETERINARY VIROLOGIST                   1         GRADE N904 
       MAX. NO. OF EMPLOYEES     1                         
 
 SECTION 3. APPROPRIATION. There is hereby appropriated, to the 
Arkansas Agriculture Department, to be payable from the Livestock and Poultry 
Special Revenue Fund, for personal services of the Arkansas Agriculture 
Department - Livestock and Poultry for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2010, the 
following: 
 
ITEM                                                                                          FISCAL YEAR 
 NO.                                                                                               2009-2010 
(01)  REGULAR SALARIES                                                       $       90,000 
(02)  PERSONAL SERVICES MATCHING                                         22,569 
     TOTAL AMOUNT APPROPRIATED                                    $      112,569" 
 
And 
 
Appropriately renumber the subsequent Sections of the bill. 
 
 (SIGNED)  SENATOR STEVE BRYLES 

 
 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 
      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 Senate Bill No. 665 was ordered engrossed. 
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 On motion of Senator Madison, Senate Bill No. 929 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on INSURANCE & COMMERCE, and placed back on second reading for 

purpose of Amendment No. 1. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 1 to SENATE BILL NO. 929 

 

 Amend Senate Bill No. 929 as originally introduced: 

Page 1, delete lines 29 and 30 and substitute the following: 
   "(A)  Publication on its website; and" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, delete lines 21 through 25 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, line 26, delete "(e)(1)" and substitute "(d)(1)" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, delete lines 28 through 31 and substitute the following: 
"requests notification of the late adoption or change within one (1) business day of 
receipt by the bookstore or department responsible for textbook adoption records at 
a state-supported institution of higher education concerning the change or late 
adoption required by subsection (c) of this section." 
 
 

 (SIGNED)  SENATOR SUE MADISON 

 

 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 Senate Bill No. 929 was ordered engrossed. 
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 On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 844 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on STATE AGENCIES & GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS, and placed back 

on second reading for purpose of Amendment No. 2. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 2 to SENATE BILL NO. 844 

 

 Amend Senate Bill No. 844 as originally introduced: 

Page 7, delete line 7 and substitute the following: 
 "physical medicine and rehabilitation services are delivered. 
  (3)  This subchapter shall not be construed to limit or restrict the 
authority of a licensed chiropractor to practice under § 17-81-101 et seq." 
 
 

 (SIGNED)  SENATOR GILBERT BAKER 

 

 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 Senate Bill No. 844 was ordered engrossed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 On motion of Senator J. Jeffress, Senate Bill No. 998 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on EDUCATION, and placed back on second reading for purpose of 

Amendment No. 2. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 2 to SENATE BILL NO. 998 

 

 Amend Senate Bill No. 998 as engrossed, S3/23/09: 

Page 1, delete lines 28 through 31 and substitute the following language: 
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  "(2)  Review any policies or changes to policies proposed by the board 
of directors; and 
   
  (3)  Propose additional policies or amendments to existing personnel 
policies to the board of directors." 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, delete lines 2 through 6 and substitute the following language: 
  "(2)  New personnel policies or amendments to existing personnel 
policies proposed by the board of directors may not be voted on by the board of 
directors as a school district policy unless the final form of the policy to be voted on 
has been submitted as a proposed policy to the committee for consideration at least 
ten (10) working days prior to presentation to before the vote of the board of 
directors." 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, delete lines 9 through 11 and substitute the following language: 
   "(B)  The recommendations shall may then become proposals if 
adopted by at the discretion of either the board of directors or the committee." 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, delete lines 13 and 14 and substitute the following language: 
"chair shall be placed on the board of directors' agenda and shall have the 
opportunity to orally present to the board of directors the committee's comments, 
positions, or proposals on the final form of any proposed" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, delete lines 18 through 20 and substitute the following language: 
 "(e)  After the oral presentation to the board of directors, final action shall may 
be taken immediately, but final action shall be taken no later than the next regular 
board of directors meeting." 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, line 21 delete ", subject to" 
 
AND 
Page 2, line 22 delete "the committee review and presentation requirements under 
this section," 
 
 

 (SIGNED)  SENATOR J. JEFFRESS 

 

 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 

     (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 Senate Bill No. 998 was ordered engrossed. 
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 On motion of Senator J. Jeffress, Senate Bill No. 999 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on EDUCATION, and placed back on second reading for purpose of 

Amendment No. 2. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 2 to SENATE BILL NO. 999 

 

 Amend Senate Bill No. 999 as engrossed, S3/23/09: 

Page 1, delete lines 30 through 33 and substitute the following language: 
   "(B)  Review any policies or changes to policies proposed by the 
board of directors; 
   (C)  Propose additional policies or amendments to the board of 
directors; and" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, delete lines 5 through 10 and substitute the following language: 
  "(2)  if the proposals by the board of directors have New personnel 
policies or amendments to existing personnel policies proposed by the board of 
directors may not be voted on by the board of directors as a school district policy 
unless the final form of the policy to be voted on has been submitted as a proposed 
policy to the committee for consideration at least ten (10) working days prior to 
presentation before the vote of the board of directors. 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, line 14 delete "if" 
 
AND  
 
Page 2, line 15 delete "adopted by"  and substitute "if adopted by at the discretion" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, line 15 delete "at their" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, line 16 delete "discretion" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, delete lines 18 and 19 and substitute the following language: 
"chair will shall be placed on the board of directors' agenda and shall have the 
opportunity to orally present to the board of directors the committee's comments, 
positions, or proposals on the final form of any" 
 
AND 
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Page 2, delete line 25 and substitute the following language: 
"of directors shall may take final action immediately, but final action shall be taken no 
later than its next regular board of" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, line 27 delete ", subject to the" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, line 28 delete "committee review and presentation requirements under this 
section," 
 
 (SIGNED)  SENATOR J. JEFFRESS 

 

 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 Senate Bill No. 999 was ordered engrossed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On motion of Senator Madison, Senate Bill No. 931 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on INSURANCE & COMMERCE, and placed back on second reading for 

purpose of Amendment No. 2. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 2 to SENATE BILL NO. 931 

 
 Amend Senate Bill No. 931 as originally introduced: 

Page 1, delete lines 13 through 16 and substitute the following: 
"AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 
 
AND 
 
Delete the subtitle in its entirety and substitute: 
 
"TO ESTABLISH POLICIES ADDRESSING THE  
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SELECTION AND USE OF TEXTBOOKS AND  
COURSE MATERIALS AT STATE-SUPPORTED  
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION." 
 
AND 
 
Page 1, delete line 31 and substitute the following: 
 "(a)(1)  A state-supported institution of higher" 
 
AND 
 
Page 1, delete line 36 and substitute the following: 
"education and academic freedom. 
  (2)  Development of the policies, procedures, and guidelines shall take 
into consideration issues concerning customized, single-use, and bundled course 
materials. 
 (b)  A state-supported institution of higher education shall provide its policies, 
procedures, and guidelines to the Department of Higher Education by December 31, 
2009." 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, delete lines 1 through 18 
 
 (SIGNED)  SENATOR SUE MADISON 

 

 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 
      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
 Senate Bill No. 931 was ordered engrossed. 

 

 

 

 

 On motion of Senator Salmon, Senate Bill No. 913 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on INSURANCE & COMMERCE, and placed back on second reading for 

purpose of Amendment No. 2. 

 
ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 2 to SENATE BILL NO. 913 

 
 Amend Senate Bill No. 913 as originally introduced: 

Add Senators G. Jeffress, Madison, Faris, P. Malone, H. Wilkins Representatives 
Lindsey, Reep as cosponsors of the bill  
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AND 
 
Page 1, delete lines 31 and 32 and substitute the following: 
  “(2)(A)  "Autism services provider" means a person, entity, or group 
that provides treatment of autism spectrum disorders. 
   (B)  If the treatment provided by an autism services provider is 
applied behavior analysis, the autism services provider shall be certified as a 
behavior analyst by the Behavior Analyst Certification Board;” 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, delete lines 9 and 10 and substitute the following: 
"relevant to autism spectrum disorders; 
  (6)  "Health benefit plan" does not include an accident only, specified 
disease, hospital indemnity, Medicare supplement, long-term care, disability income, 
or other limited benefit health insurance policy; 
  (7)  "Medically necessary" means reasonably expected to do the" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, line 20, delete "(7)" and substitute "(8)" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, line 23, delete "(8)" and substitute "(9)" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, line 26, delete "(9)" and substitute "(10)" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, line 29, delete "(10)" and substitute "(11)" 
 
AND 
 
Page 2, line 32, delete "(11)" and substitute "(12)" 
 
AND 
Page 3, delete line 10 and substitute the following: 
 “(b)(1)  A health benefit plan shall provide coverage not to exceed a maximum 
annual benefit of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) for the” 
 
AND 
 
Page 3, delete line 23 and substitute the following: 
 “(c)  Unless the coverage required by this section will exceed the maximum 
annual benefit provided by subdivision (b)(1) of this section, the coverage required 
by this section is not subject to:” 
 
AND 
 
Page 3, line 33, delete "rehabilitative" and substitute "habilitative" 
 
 (SIGNED)  SENATOR MARY ANNE SALMON 



 

 

3336 

 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 Senate Bill No. 913 was ordered engrossed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 On motion of Senator Whitaker, Senate Bill No. 820 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on STATE AGENCIES & GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS, and placed back 

on second reading for purpose of Amendment No. 4. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 4 to SENATE BILL NO. 820 

 

 Amend Senate Bill No. 820 as engrossed, S3/19/09: 

Page 5, delete line 35 and substitute "after the General Assembly convenes in 
regular a regular session and within fifteen (15) days after the General Assembly 
convenes in a fiscal" 
 
AND 
 
Page 6, line 1, delete "session" and substitute "session or fiscal session" 
 
AND 
 
Page 19, line 36, delete "§ 25-16-513" and substitute "Arkansas Code § 25-16-513" 
 
AND 
 
Page 20, line 2, delete "to shall digest" and substitute "to shall digest" 
 
 (SIGNED)  SENATOR RUTH WHITAKER 

 

 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 
      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 Senate Bill No. 820 was ordered engrossed. 
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 On motion of Senator Faris, Senate Bill No. 894 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on STATE AGENCIES & GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS, and placed back 

on second reading for purpose of Amendment No. 1. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 1 to SENATE BILL NO. 894 

 

 Amend Senate Bill No. 1 as originally introduced: 

Page 1, line 9, delete “CONCERNNG” and substitute “CONCERNING” 
 
AND  
 
Page 1, line 14 , delete “CONCERNNG” and substitute “CONCERNING” 
 
AND  
 
Delete everything following the enacting clause and substitute the following: 
 "SECTION 1.  Arkansas Code § 2-16-504(b)(1), concerning petitions to 
establish Johnson grass control and eradication districts, is amended to read as 
follows:   
 (b)(1)  Immediately upon the submission of the petition to the county court or 
courts, the court or courts shall issue a proclamation calling the election in 
accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. and notify the county board or boards 
of election commissioners in writing. The election shall be held on a date in 
accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. but in no event more than ninety (90) 
days following publication of the proclamation. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Arkansas Code § 3-9-206(b)(1), concerning referendum 
elections for or against the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises 
consumption, is amended to read as follows:   
 (b)(1)  The election shall be called by order of the quorum court in accordance 
with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. and held and conducted in accordance with § 7-
5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. and the results certified under the supervision of the 
county board of election commissioners in the manner provided by the election laws 
of this state. 
 
 SECTION 3.  Arkansas Code § 6-14-106, as amended by Act 292 of 2009, is 
amended to read as follows:   
 6-14-106. Polling places – Qualifications and appointment of election 
commissioners and poll workers. 
 (a)(1)  The county board of election commissioners of each county shall 
designate all the polling sites for each school district in its respective county, 
including districts having territory in more than one (1) county but which are 
domiciled in its county for administrative purposes, and shall provide the election 
supplies and appoint the election officials poll workers for holding all school 
elections. 
  (2)  The county board shall consult with each school district regarding:  
   (A)  The number of polling sites to designate for each school 
district; and  
    



 

 

3338 

   (B)  The location of the polling sites. 
  (3)  Each polling site for a school district’s annual school election shall 
be located within the school district.   
  (3)  Polling sites for school elections shall be established by a majority 
vote of the members of the county board of election commissioners present.   
  (4)(A)  The polling sites for each school election shall be the same as 
those established for the immediately preceding school election unless changed by 
order of the county board of election commissioners. 
   (B)  Each polling site for a school district’s annual school 
election shall be located within the school district.   
 (b)  If a school district has territory in more than one (1) county, the county 
board of election commissioners of the county in which it is domiciled shall either: 
  (1)  Designate one (1) or more polling sites in each county in which any 
part of the school district lies; or 
  (2)  Designate one (1) or more polling sites in the county in which the 
school district is domiciled for administrative purposes, at which all qualified electors 
of the school district, regardless of their county of residence, may vote. 
 (c)  When the county board of election commissioners of any county in which 
a school district is domiciled for administrative purposes determines that a polling 
site shall not be designated in the other county in which a portion of the school 
district lies, it shall designate and publish in a paper of general circulation in that 
area the location of the polling site in the county in which the school district is 
administered for those electors of the school district in the other county to vote. The 
county board of election commissioners shall take appropriate action to assure that 
the necessary precinct registration files are delivered to that polling site in order that 
the electors in the nonadministering county may vote in the school election. 
 (d)  The board of directors of each school district shall cause to be published, 
by at least one (1) insertion in a newspaper with general circulation in the county or 
counties in which the school district is located, not more than ten (10) days nor less 
than three (3) days before any school election, a notice identifying the polling site for 
each ward or precinct. If the polling site for any ward or precinct has changed since 
the last school election, the notice shall indicate the change.  
 (e)(1)  In addition to any other qualification under Arkansas law regarding 
members of the county board of election commissioners, a member of the county 
board of election commissioners who is a paid employee of any school district 
holding the election in the county shall be disqualified from participating as a 
member of the county board of election commissioners in any matter concerning the 
school election.   
  (2)  In the event of a disqualification under subdivision (e)(1) of this 
section, the disqualified member shall notify the chair of the county committee of the 
affected party of the disqualification no later than sixty (60) days before the school 
election or, if the disqualified member is the county chair, the notice shall be 
provided to the chair of the state committee of the affected party.   
  (3)  The chair of the county committee of the party affected by 
disqualification of a member of the county board of election commissioners shall 
appoint a qualified person to replace the disqualified member for the school election 
or, if the disqualified member is the county chair, the state chair of the affected party 
shall appoint a qualified person to replace the disqualified member for the school 
election.   
 (f)(1)  The county board of election commissioners of the domicile county 
shall appoint one (1) election judge and one (1) election sheriff for each polling site 
and as many additional election clerks as are necessary for the efficient 
administration of elections at each polling site.   
  (2)  In addition to any other qualification under Arkansas law regarding 
poll workers, a poll worker at a school election shall not be a paid employee of the 
school district holding the election.   
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 SECTION 4.  Arkansas Code § 6-14-111 is amended to read as follows:   
 6-14-111. Ballots — Write-in candidates. 
 (a)(1)  All candidate filings pursuant to this subchapter shall be with the 
county clerk of the county in which the school district is domiciled for administrative 
purposes. 
  (2)  All actions required of county boards of election commissioners 
shall be performed by the county board of election commissioners of the county in 
which the school district is domiciled for administrative purposes. 
 (b)  The county board of election commissioners shall prepare and furnish 
ballots and all other necessary supplies for the annual school election. 
 (c)  A candidate for a position on the board of directors of a school district 
may qualify for the ballot by filing a political practices pledge, an affidavit of eligibility, 
and either:  
  (1)  a A petition; or  
  (2)  filing a A notice of write-in candidacy. 
 (d)(1)  The petition shall be directed to the county clerk and shall contain the 
names of at least twenty (20) registered voters who are residents of the school 
district and, if applicable, the electoral zone for the position. 
  (2)  The petition shall: 
   (A)  State the name and title of the candidate that the candidate 
proposes to appear on the ballot; and  
   (B)  Identify the position sought, including without limitation the 
position number or other identifying information if applicable.  
 (e)  The petition, affidavit of eligibility, and the candidate's political practices 
pledge shall be filed with the clerk during a one-week period ending at 12:00 noon 
sixty (60) days before the annual school election. 
 (f)(1)  Candidates may begin circulating petitions not earlier than ninety (90) 
days before the annual school election. 
  (2)  A signature dated more than ninety (90) days before the school 
election shall not be counted by the clerk as a valid signature. 
 (g)  Votes for a write-in candidate for school district director shall not be 
counted or tabulated unless the candidate files with the county clerk during a one-
week period ending at 12:00 noon fifty-five (55) days before the annual school 
election: 
  (1)  A written notice of his or her intention to be a write-in candidate, 
identifying the position sought, including without limitation the position number or 
other identifying information if applicable;  
  (2)  An affidavit of eligibility; and 
  (2)(3)  The political practices pledge. 
 (h)  The county board of election commissioners shall place on the ballot as 
candidates for school district director the names of any qualified registered voters 
whose political practices pledges and affidavits of eligibility have been filed and 
whose petitions have been filed with and verified by the county clerk of the county in 
which the school district is domiciled for administrative purposes. 
 (i)(1)  On the day after the deadline for candidates to file for a position on the 
board of directors by petition, the county clerk shall certify to the board of election 
commissioners the names of those candidates who are registered voters in the 
school district and the electoral zone, if applicable, and who have qualified for the 
ballot by petition. 
  (2)  Immediately after the close of the write-in filing period, the county 
clerk shall certify to the county board of election commissioners any write-in 
candidates who have filed notices and political practices pledges the affidavit of 
eligibility, the notice of write-in candidacy, and the political practices pledge with the 
clerk. 
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 (j)  The order in which the names of the respective candidates are to appear 
on the ballot shall be determined by lot at the public meeting of the county board of 
election commissioners held not later than fifty-five (55) days before the annual 
school election. 
 (k)  When a candidate has identified the position sought on the petition or 
notice of write-in candidacy, the candidate shall not be allowed to change the 
position on that petition or notice of write-in candidacy but may withdraw a petition or 
notice of write-in candidacy and file a new petition or notice of write-in candidacy 
designating a different position before the deadline for filing.   
 
 SECTION 5.  Arkansas Code § 6-14-122(c), concerning special elections to 
consider consolidation or annexation of school districts, is amended to read as 
follows:  
 (c)  If the State Board of Education is petitioned by the board of directors of a 
school district or districts, by resolution duly adopted by majority vote of each of the 
local boards of directors, or when petitioned by at least twenty-five percent (25%) of 
the qualified electors of a school district or districts as certified in writing by the 
county clerk of each county where the school district or districts are located, the 
state board may call a special election to be held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-
11-201 et seq. to consider the question of consolidation or annexation of the school 
districts as otherwise allowed for in subsection (a) of this section. 
 SECTION 6.  Arkansas Code § 6-53-307(e), concerning special elections on 
the issue of dedicating all or a portion of any undedicated county sales or use tax to 
any technical college, community college, two-year college, or satellite campus of a 
community college for capital improvements or maintenance and operation, is 
amended to read as follows:  
 (e)  Any election called by the quorum court pursuant to this section shall be 
called pursuant to the proclamation issued by the quorum court and held in 
accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 7.  Arkansas Code § 6-53-602(b)(2), concerning elections for the 
formation of a technical college district, is amended to read as follows:  
  (2)  The local board or acting local board shall issue a proclamation 
and set a date for the election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. but 
in no event later than ninety (90) days after the publication of the proclamation. 
 
 SECTION 8.  Arkansas Code § 6-53-602(c)(2)(B), concerning elections for 
the formation of a technical college district, is amended to read as follows:  
   (B)  The local board or acting local board shall issue a 
proclamation and set a date for the election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-
201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 9.  Arkansas Code § 6-53-602(d)(3), concerning elections for tax 
levies in a technical college district, is amended to read as follows:  
  (3)  In the alternative, the local board or acting local board may set a 
date for a special election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 10.  Arkansas Code § 6-61-512 is amended to read as follows:  
 6-61-512. Formation of district — Election — Date. 
 The date of the election shall be set by the Secretary of State in accordance 
with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 11.  Arkansas Code § 6-61-520(c)(2), concerning filing as a 
candidate for the local board of a community college, is amended to read as follows:
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  (2)  Any person desiring to be a candidate for a position on the local 
board shall, not less than forty-five (45) days not later than noon of the seventieth 
day prior to the general or annual school election at which the position on the board 
is to be filled, file a notarized statement of such candidacy with the county board of 
election commissioners clerk of each county of which any portion is in the 
community college district, in substantially the following form: 
 
“State of Arkansas 
County of  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 I,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., being first duly sworn, state that I reside at  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
.; that I am a resident and qualified elector of  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . community college 
district; that I am a candidate for the office of position No.  . . . . . on the local board 
of such community college, and I hereby request that my name be placed on the 
ballot as a candidate for such position at the coming general or annual school 
election. 
   (Signed)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this  . . . . . day of  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., 20 . . . . . 
(Signed). . . . . . . . . .Notary Public . . . . . . . . . .”  
 
 SECTION 12.  Arkansas Code § 6-61-602(c) and (d), concerning elections 
concerning millage taxes for community colleges, is amended to read as follows:  
 (c)(1)  The local board of each community college shall certify, within the time 
provided by law, to the appropriate tax levying authority of each county or city of the 
district the aggregate millage to be levied for the district for operating purposes and 
indebtedness purposes, and the millage shall be levied and collected in the manner 
provided by law. 
  (2)  If the amount of the budget to be supported from taxes levied by 
the district is in excess of the amount to be produced from taxes then authorized for 
the district, after allowing for tax proceeds pledged for indebtedness purposes, the 
local board of the community college shall certify, at least sixty (60) days before any 
election upon which the millage may be voted, the additional millage required to the 
county board of election commissioners of each county of which any portion is in the 
community college district. However, millage together with the rate then levied will 
not exceed ten (10) mills. 
  (3)  The question of the levy shall be placed on the ballot at the next 
following general election or a special election called for that purpose pursuant to § 
7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. as determined by the local board. 
 (d)(1)  When the local board of a community college determines that the 
question of a tax levy in the district should be submitted to the electors of the district 
at a special election, it shall adopt a resolution to that effect and shall file a certified 
copy of the resolution with the county board of election commissioners of each 
county of which any portion is in the district that a special election shall be held in 
the district and shall set the date of the election, which shall be not more than ninety 
(90) days after the date of the proclamation required by § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et 
seq. 
  (2)  The county board of election commissioners in each county of 
which any portion is included in a community college district shall prepare the 
ballots, furnish the election supplies, select the election judges and clerks, and make 
all necessary arrangements for conducting such elections. 
  (3)  All laws applicable to the conduct of general elections, counting of 
ballots, and certification of the results thereof, and other matters relating to the 
holding of general elections, so far as the laws are appropriate shall be applicable to 
special elections held pursuant to the provisions of §§ 6-61-101 — 6-61-103, 6-61-
201 — 6-61-209, 6-61-211 [repealed], 6-61-212 — 6-61-216, 6-61-301 — 6-61-305, 
6-61-306 [repealed], 6-61-401, 6-61-402, 6-61-501 — 6-61-524, 6-61-601 — 6-61-
603, and 6-61-604 — 6-61-612 [repealed]. 
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  (4)  All expenses of conducting special elections held pursuant to the 
provisions of §§ 6-61-101 — 6-61-103, 6-61-201 — 6-61-209, 6-61-211 [repealed], 
6-61-212 — 6-61-216, 6-61-301 — 6-61-305, 6-61-306 [repealed], 6-61-401, 6-61-
402, 6-61-501 — 6-61-524, 6-61-601 — 6-61-603, and 6-61-604 — 6-61-612 
[repealed] shall be paid from funds of the respective community college districts in 
which the elections are held. 
 
 SECTION 13.  Arkansas Code § 6-71-105(b)(2)(A), concerning elections 
related to improvement districts for colleges and universities, is amended to read as 
follows:  
   (2)(A)  The commission may call at any time within five (5) years 
an election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. to determine whether 
this chapter shall become operative and may call subsequent elections in 
accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. after the chapter has failed to carry if 
the commission has good reasons to believe that a majority of the electors then 
favor this chapter. 
 
 SECTION 14.  Arkansas Code § 7-1-101 is amended to read as follows:  
 7-1-101. Definitions. 
 As used in this title, unless the context or chapter otherwise requires: 
  (1)  “Administrator” means the administrative head of a long-term care 
or residential care facility licensed by the state who is authorized in writing by a 
patient of the long-term care or residential care facility to deliver the application for 
an absentee ballot and to obtain or deliver the absentee ballot to the county clerk;
  
  (2)  “Affidavit of eligibility” means an affidavit signed by a candidate for 
elective office stating that the candidate is eligible to serve in the office he or she 
seeks;  
  (2)(3)  “Audit log” means an electronically stored record of events and 
ballot images from which election officials may produce a permanent paper record 
with a manual audit capacity for a voting system using voting machines; 
  (3)(4)  “Authorized agent” means a person who is identified and 
authorized to deliver the application, obtain a ballot, and deliver the ballot on the day 
of the election to the county clerk by an applicant who is medically unable to cast a 
ballot at a polling site due to unforeseen medical necessity as set forth in an affidavit 
from the administrative head of a hospital or long-term or residential care facility; 
  (4)(5)  “Canvassing” means examining and counting the returns of 
votes cast at a public election to determine authenticity; 
  (5)(6)  “Constitutional officers of this state” means the offices of the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General, Auditor of 
State, Treasurer of State, and Commissioner of State Lands; 
  (6)(7)  “Counting location” means a location selected by the county 
board of election commissioners with respect to all elections for the automatic 
processing or counting, or both, of votes; 
  (7)(8)  “Designated bearer” means any person who is identified and 
authorized by the applicant to obtain from the county clerk or to deliver to the county 
clerk the applicant's ballot; 
  (8)(9)  “Election official” or “election officer” means a person who is a 
member of the county board of election commissioners or a person who is a poll 
worker designated by a county board of election commissioners to be an election 
clerk, election judge, or election sheriff; 
  (9)(10)  “Electronic vote tabulating device” means a device used to 
electronically scan a marked paper ballot for the purpose of tabulation; 
  (10)(11)  “Fail-safe voting” means the mechanism established under 
the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 that allows voters who have moved 
within the same county to vote at their new precinct without having updated their 
voter registration records; 
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  (11)(12)  “First-time voter” means any registered voter who has not 
previously voted in a federal election in the state; 
  (12)(13)  “General or special election” means the regular biennial or 
annual elections for election of United States, state, district, county, township, and 
municipal officials and the special elections to fill vacancies therein and special 
elections to approve any measure. The term as used in this act shall not apply to 
school elections for officials of school districts; 
  (13)(14)  “Majority party” means that political party in the State of 
Arkansas whose candidates were elected to a majority of the constitutional offices of 
this state in the last preceding general election; 
  (14)(15)  “Marking device” means any approved device for marking a 
paper ballot with ink or other substance that will enable the votes to be tabulated by 
means of an electronic vote tabulating device; 
  (15)(16)  “Minority party” means that political party whose candidates 
were elected to less than a majority of the constitutional offices of this state in the 
last preceding general election or the political party that polled the second greatest 
number of votes for the office of Governor in the last preceding general election if all 
of the elected constitutional officers of this state are from a single political party; 
  (16)(17)  “Party certificate” means a written statement or receipt signed 
by the secretary or chair of the county committee or of the state committee, as the 
case may be, of the political party evidencing the name and title proposed to be 
used by the candidate on the ballot, the position the candidate seeks, payment of 
the fees, and filing of the party pledge, if any, required by the political party; 
  (18)  “Party filing period” means the period of time established by law 
for the candidate for a political party’s nomination to file his or her party certificate 
with the Secretary of State or county clerk, as the case may be;  
  (17)(19)(A)  “Political party” means any group of voters that at the last 
preceding general election polled for its candidate for Governor in the state or 
nominees for presidential electors at least three percent (3%) of the entire vote cast 
for the office. 
   (B)  No group of electors shall assume a name or designation 
that is so similar in the opinion of the Secretary of State to that of an existing political 
party as to confuse or mislead the voters at an election. 
   (C)  When any political party fails to obtain three percent (3%) of 
the total votes cast at an election for the office of Governor or nominees for 
presidential electors, it shall cease to be a political party; 
  (18)(20)  “Polling site” means a location selected by the county board 
of election commissioners where votes are cast; 
  (19)(21)  “Precinct” means the geographical boundary lines dividing a 
county, municipality, township, or school district for voting purposes; 
  (20)(22)  “Primary election” means any election held by a political party 
in the manner provided by law for the purpose of selecting nominees of the political 
party for certification as candidates for election at any general or special election in 
this state; 
  (21)(23)  “Provisional ballot” means a ballot: 
   (A)  Cast by special procedures to record a vote when there is 
some question concerning a voter’s eligibility; and   
   (B)  Counted contingent upon the verification of the voter’s 
eligibility; 
  (22)(24)  “Qualified elector” means a person who holds the 
qualifications of an elector and who is registered pursuant to Arkansas Constitution, 
Amendment 51; 
  (23)(25)  “Sample ballot” means a ballot for distribution to the public or 
the press marked with the word “SAMPLE” so as to prevent the production of 
counterfeit ballots; 
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  (24)(26)  “Vacancy in election” means the vacancy in an elective office 
created by death, resignation, or other good and legal cause, arising prior to election 
to the office at a general or special election but arising subsequent to the certification 
of the ballot; 
  (25)(27)  “Vacancy in nomination” means the circumstances in which 
the person who received the majority of votes at the preferential primary election or 
general primary election cannot accept the nomination due to death or notifies the 
party that he or she will not accept the nomination due to serious illness, moving out 
of the area from which the person was elected as the party's nominee, or filing for 
another office preceding the final date for certification of nominations; 
  (26)(28)(A)  “Vacancy in office” means the vacancy in an elective office 
created by death, resignation, or other good and legal cause arising subsequent to 
election to the office at a general or special election or arising subsequent to taking 
office and prior to the expiration of the term of office in those circumstances wherein 
the vacancy must be filled by a special election rather than by appointment. 
   (B)  The phrase “vacancy in office” shall not apply to the election 
of a person at a general election to fill an unexpired portion of a term of office; 
  (27)(29)  “Voter-verified paper audit trail” means a contemporaneous 
paper record of a ballot printed for the voter to confirm his or her votes before the 
voter casts his or her ballot that: 
   (A)  Allows the voter to verify the voter-verified paper audit trail 
before the casting of the voter's ballot; 
   (B)  Is not retained by the voter; 
   (C)  Does not contain individual voter information; 
   (D)  Is produced on paper that is sturdy, clean, and resistant to 
degradation; and 
   (E)  Is readable in a manner that makes the voter's ballot 
choices obvious to the voter without the use of computer or electronic code; 
  (28)(30)  “Voting machine” means either: 
   (A)  A direct recording electronic voting machine that: 
    (i)  Records votes by means of a ballot display provided 
with mechanical or electro-optical components that may be actuated by the voter; 
    (ii)  Processes the data by means of a computer 
program; 
    (iii)  Records voting data and ballot images in internal and 
external memory components; and 
    (iv)  Produces a tabulation of the voting data stored in a 
removable memory component and on a printed copy; or 
   (B)  An electronic device for marking a paper ballot to be 
electronically scanned; and 
  (29)(31)  “Voting system” means: 
   (A)  The total combination of mechanical, electromechanical, or 
electronic equipment, including the software, firmware, and documentation required 
to program, control, and support the equipment that is used: 
    (i)  To define ballots; 
    (ii)  To cast and count votes; 
    (iii)  To report or display election results; and 
    (iv)  To maintain and produce any audit trail information; 
and 
   (B)  The practices and documentation used to: 
    (i)  Identify system components and versions of 
components; 
    (ii)  Test the system during its development and 
maintenance; 
    (iii)  Maintain records of system errors and defects; 
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     (iv)  Determine specific system changes to be 
made to a system after the initial qualification of the system; and 
    (v)  Make available any materials to the voter, including, 
but not limited to, notices, instructions, forms, or paper ballots. 
 
 SECTION 15.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-101, as amended by Act 250 of 2009, is 
amended to read as follows:   
 7-5-101.  Precinct boundaries and polling sites — Establishment and 
alteration. 
 (a)(1)  A county board of election commissioners is empowered to alter the 
boundaries of existing election precincts and to establish new ones when in its 
judgment it may be necessary. 
  (2)(A)(i)  The county board shall establish a polling site for each 
election precinct. 
    (ii)(a)  Except as provided in subdivision (a)(2)(A)(ii)(b) of 
this section, the establishment of a polling site shall be by a unanimous vote of the 
county board. 
     (b)  A polling site for a school election shall be 
established by a majority of the county board. 
   (B)(i)  The county board may combine polling sites for two (2) or 
more precincts when, in its judgment, it may be necessary. 
    (ii)(a)  Except as provided in subdivision (a)(2)(B)(ii)(b) of 
this section, the combining of polling sites shall be by a unanimous vote of the 
county board. 
     (b)  Polling sites for school elections shall be fixed 
by a majority of the county board. 
   (C)  The county board may allow school elections to be 
conducted by early voting and absentee voting only and open no polling sites on a 
school election day in any election year if no more than one (1) candidate for school 
district director presents a petition or notice in writing to the county board of election 
commissioners as required by § 6-14-111 and if there are no other ballot issues to 
be submitted to district electors for consideration, if requested by resolution adopted 
by the board of directors of any school district. 
  (3)  In changing the boundaries of existing precincts or in creating new 
ones, the county board shall arrange them so that all qualified voters residing in the 
precincts may vote on the same day. 
  (4)(A)  The county board shall not have the power to change the 
boundaries of existing precincts, to create any new precinct, or to change the polling 
site in any precinct within thirty (30) days of any election, but all elections shall be 
held at the sites and within the boundaries as they existed thirty (30) days before the 
date of the election. 
   (B)  In the event of an emergency, a county board may change 
a precinct boundary or a polling site. 
 (b)  All polling sites shall be fixed at well-known points in the several precincts 
and easily accessible to all electors entitled to vote therein. 
 (c)(1)(A)  The action of the county board in changing the polling site in any 
precinct, in altering the boundaries of any precinct, or in establishing any new one 
shall be determined in a public meeting pursuant to § 7-4-105 and shall be entered 
in the record to be kept on file in the county clerk's office. 
   (B)  A copy of the order, which shall set out intelligently and 
accurately the boundaries of precincts as so altered or established, shall be filed 
with the clerk of the county court, who shall record the order at full length on the 
record book on which the minutes of the proceedings of the county court are 
recorded. 
  (2)(A)(i)(a)  Within thirty (30) days after altering the boundaries of an 
election precinct or establishing a new one, the county board shall submit four (4) 
copies of the changes to the Secretary of State. 
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     (b)  The changes shall be submitted in the form of 
a map and shall include a written description. 
    (ii)  A short statement of why the changes were made 
may be included. 
   (B)  Upon receipt of the changes, the Secretary of State shall 
immediately forward a copy to the office of the Attorney General, the Census State 
Data Center, and the Cartography Section of the Arkansas State Highway and 
Transportation Department. 
 (d)(1)  Notice of any changes made in polling sites shall also be given to the 
electors by prominently posting information about any changes at all previous polling 
sites that were used in the last election. 
  (2)  Except for school elections and special elections, the notice shall 
also be mailed by the county clerk to each affected registered voter at least fifteen 
(15) days before the election. 
 (e)  If the county board wishes to combine or eliminate polling sites fixed for 
the preferential primary election or general election for the general primary election 
or general runoff election, each combination or elimination of polling sites shall 
require a unanimous vote of the county board. 
 (a)(1)  The county board of election commissioners shall: 
   (A)  Establish election precincts; and  
   (B)(i)  Designate a polling site for each precinct. 
    (ii)  A polling site may serve two (2) or more precincts, 
including parts of precincts.   
  (2)  Except as provided in § 6-14-106, the designation of polling sites 
shall be by a unanimous vote of the members of the county board present.  
 (b)(1)  The county board by order may alter the boundaries of existing 
election precincts and establish new ones. 
  (2)  A precinct shall not be altered and a new precinct shall not be 
created less than thirty (30) days before an election, except in the event of an 
emergency as determined by the county board. 
  (3)(A)  An order to alter the boundaries of any precinct or establish any 
new one shall not be effective until it has been filed with the county clerk. 
   (B)  The order shall contain a: 
    (i)  Written description; and  
    (ii)  Map of the boundaries of the precincts altered or 
established. 
 (c)(1)  Within thirty (30) days after the boundaries of an election precinct are 
altered or a new election precinct is established, the county clerk shall submit five (5) 
copies of the changes in the form of a map and written descriptions to the Secretary 
of State. 
  (2)  Upon receipt of the changes, the Secretary of State immediately 
shall forward a copy to the: 
   (A)  Office of the Attorney General;  
   (B)  Census State Data Center; and  
   (C)  Cartography Section of the Arkansas State Highway and 
Transportation Department. 
 (d)(1)  Except for school elections under § 6-14-106, the polling sites for each 
election shall be the same as those established for the immediately preceding 
general election unless changed by order of the county board. 
  (2)  The county board shall not change a polling site for any precinct 
less than thirty (30) days before an election, except in the event of an emergency. 
  (3)  Notice of any changes made in polling sites shall be provided by 
posting information at the polling sites used in the last election and, except for 
school elections and special elections, the notice shall be mailed by the county clerk 
to each affected registered voter at least fifteen (15) days before the election. 
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 SECTION 16.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-103 is repealed.   
 7-5-103.  Special elections. 
 (a)(1)  All special elections to fill vacancies in an office shall be called by 
proclamation, ordinance, resolution, or order of the appropriate constituted authority. 
  (2)  The proclamation, ordinance, resolution, or order shall be 
published as soon as practicable in a newspaper of general circulation in which the 
special election is held and the proclamation, ordinance, resolution, or order shall 
establish: 
   (A)  The date of the election; 
   (B)  The date of the primary election, if any; 
   (C)  The deadline for filing party certificates and political 
practices pledges, if required, with the county clerk or Secretary of State, as the 
case may be, if applicable; 
   (D)  The deadline for party conventions to select nominees, if 
applicable; 
   (E)  The deadline for parties to issue certificates of nomination, 
if applicable; 
   (F)  The deadline for candidates to file certificates of nomination, 
if applicable, and political practices pledges with the county clerk or Secretary of 
State, as the case may be; 
   (G)  The deadline for filing as an independent candidate and the 
period in which petitions for independent candidacy may be circulated; 
   (H)  The deadline for filing as a write-in candidate, if applicable; 
   (I)  The deadline for drawing for ballot position by the 
appropriate committee or election commission, as the case may be; and 
   (J)  The date the election shall be certified by the county board 
of election commissioners in each county in which the election takes place and, if 
applicable, by the Secretary of State. 
  (3)(A)  All special elections to fill vacancies in office shall be held on 
the second Tuesday of any month. 
   (B)(i)  Special elections under this section in which a 
presidential preferential primary election, preferential primary election, general 
primary election, or general election is scheduled to occur shall be held on the date 
of the presidential preferential primary election, preferential primary election, general 
primary election, or general election. 
    (ii)  If a special election to fill a vacancy in office is held 
on the date of the presidential preferential primary election, preferential primary 
election, or general primary election, the names of the candidates in the special 
election shall be included on the ballot of each political party, and the portion of the 
ballot on which the special election appears shall be labeled with a heading stating 
“SPECIAL ELECTION FOR  _____________________________________ ” with 
the name of the office set out in the heading. 
    (iii)  However, separate ballots containing the names of 
the candidates to be voted on at the special election, nonpartisan judicial elections, if 
applicable, and any other measures or questions that may be presented for a vote 
shall be prepared and made available to voters requesting a separate ballot. 
    (iv)  No voter shall be required to vote in a political party's 
presidential preferential primary, preferential primary, or general primary in order to 
be able to vote in the special election. 
   (C)(i)  If the special election is held at the same time as the 
general election, the names of the candidates in the special election shall be 
included on the general election ballot, and the portion of the ballot on which the 
special election appears shall be labeled with a heading stating “SPECIAL 
ELECTION FOR  _____________________________________ ” with the name of 
the office set out in the heading. 
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     (ii)  The county board of election commissioners 
may include the special election on a separate ballot if the special election is held at 
the same time as the general election and if the commission determines that a 
separate ballot is necessary to avoid voter confusion. 
   (D)  A special election to fill a vacancy in office shall be held not 
less than sixty-five (65) days following the date in the proclamation, ordinance, 
resolution, or order for drawing for ballot position when the special election is to be 
held on the date of the presidential preferential primary election, preferential primary 
election, general primary election, or general election. 
  (4)  If the special election is not held at the same time as a presidential 
preferential primary election, preferential primary election, general primary election, 
or general election, the special election shall be held not less than fifty (50) days 
following the date in the proclamation, ordinance, resolution, or order for drawing for 
ballot position. 
  (5)(A)  All special primary elections required for an election to fill a 
vacancy in office shall be held on the second Tuesday of any month, and special 
primary elections held under this section in months in which a presidential 
preferential primary election, preferential primary election, general primary election, 
or general election is scheduled to occur shall be held on the date of the presidential 
preferential primary election, preferential primary election, general primary election, 
or general election. 
   (B)  If a special primary election in conjunction with an election 
to fill a vacancy in office is held on the date of the presidential preferential primary 
election, preferential primary election, general primary election, or general election, 
the candidates to be voted upon at the special election shall be included on the 
ballot of each political party or the general election ballot, as the case may be, and 
the portion of the ballot on which the special primary election appears shall be 
labeled with a heading stating “SPECIAL PRIMARY ELECTION FOR 
_____________________________________ ” with the name of the party for which 
nomination is sought and the office set out in the heading. 
   (C)  The county board of election commissioners may include 
the special primary election on a separate ballot if the special primary election is 
held at the same time as a presidential preferential primary election, preferential 
primary election, general primary election, or general election and if the commission 
determines that a separate ballot is necessary to avoid voter confusion. 
  (6)  A special primary election shall be held not less than sixty-five (65) 
days following the date in the proclamation, ordinance, resolution, or order for 
drawing for ballot position when the special election is to be held on the date of the 
presidential preferential primary election, preferential primary election, general 
primary election, or general election. 
  (7)(A)  If the special primary election is not held at the same time as a 
presidential preferential primary election, preferential primary election, general 
primary election, or general election, the special election shall be held not less than 
fifty (50) days following the date in the proclamation, ordinance, resolution, or order 
for drawing for ballot position. 
   (B)  When a special primary election is called to select 
nominees for a special election to fill a vacancy in office, the nominee shall be the 
person who receives the highest number of votes in the special primary election. 
There shall be no runoff after a special primary election. 
  (8)  In addition to the publication of the proclamation, ordinance, 
resolution, or order required by the provisions of this section, notice of special 
elections to fill vacancies called under this section shall be published and posted 
under §§  7-5-202 and  7-5-206. 
 (b)(1)  Except for special school elections held under § 6-14-102(d), all 
special elections on measures or questions referred to the voters shall be called by 
proclamation, ordinance, resolution, or order of the properly constituted authority. 
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  (2)  The proclamation, ordinance, resolution, or order shall set forth: 
   (A)  The date of the special election; 
   (B)  The full text of any measure or question for which the 
election is called; 
   (C)  Any ballot title for the measure or question for which the 
election is called; and 
   (D)  Any other information as may be required by law. 
  (3)  All special elections on measures or questions shall be held on the 
second Tuesday of any month, except special elections held under this section in a 
month in which a presidential preferential primary election, preferential primary 
election, general primary election, or general election is scheduled to occur shall be 
held on the date of the presidential preferential primary election, preferential primary 
election, general primary election, or general election. Special elections scheduled to 
occur in a month in which the second Tuesday is a legal holiday shall be held on the 
third Tuesday of the month. 
  (4)(A)  If a special election is held on the date of the presidential 
preferential primary election, preferential primary election, or general primary 
election, the issue or issues to be voted upon at the special election shall be 
included on the ballot of each political party. The portion of the ballot containing the 
special election shall be labeled with a heading stating “SPECIAL ELECTION ON  
_____________________________________ ” with a brief description of the 
measure or question to be decided in the election. 
   (B)  However, separate ballots containing the issue or issues or 
candidates to be voted on at the special election and candidates for nonpartisan 
judicial office shall be prepared and made available to voters requesting a separate 
ballot. 
   (C)  No voter shall be required to vote in a political party's 
presidential preferential primary, preferential primary, or general primary in order to 
be able to vote in the special election. 
  (5)  A special election shall be held not less than sixty-five (65) days 
following the date that the ordinance or resolution is adopted or the date the 
proclamation or order is issued when the special election is to be held on the date of 
the presidential preferential primary election, preferential primary election, general 
primary election, or general election. 
  (6)  If the special election is not held at the same time as a presidential 
preferential primary election, preferential primary election, general primary election, 
or general election, the special election shall be held not less than fifty (50) days 
following the date that the proclamation, ordinance, resolution, or order is published. 
  (7)  Notice of the election shall be published and posted in accordance 
with § 7-5-202, § 7-5-206, or as may be otherwise provided by Arkansas law. 
 
 SECTION 17.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-203 is amended to read as follows:   
 7-5-203. Certification of candidate lists. 
 (a)(1)  Not less than seventy-five (75) seventy (70) days before each general 
election day, the Secretary of State shall certify to all county boards of election 
commissioners full lists of all candidates to be voted for in their respective counties 
as the nominations have been certified or otherwise submitted to him or her. 
  (2)  A name of a person shall not be certified and shall not be placed 
on the ballot if prior to the certification a candidate on the list:   
   (A)  Notifies the Secretary of State in writing, signed by the 
candidate and acknowledged before an officer authorized to take 
acknowledgements, of his or her desire to withdraw as a candidate for the office or 
position; or  
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   (B)  Dies.   
  
 (b)(1)  Not less than seventy-five (75) seventy (70) days before each general 
election day, the clerk of each county shall certify to the county board of his or her 
county a full list of all candidates to be voted for in the county as the nominations 
have been certified or otherwise submitted to him or her. 
  (2)  A name of a person shall not be certified and shall not be placed 
on the ballot if prior to the certification a candidate on the list:   
   (A)  Notifies the county clerk in writing, signed by the candidate 
and acknowledged before an officer authorized to take acknowledgements, of his or 
her desire to withdraw as a candidate for the office or position; or  
   (B)  Dies. 
 (c)  However, in special elections held to fill vacancies or to elect officers in 
case of a tie vote, the certification shall issue at the time specified in the writ of 
election issued by the appropriately constituted authority. 
 
 SECTION 18.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-205 is amended to read as follows:  
 7-5-205.  Write-in candidates' votes — When counted. 
 (a)  No votes for write-in candidates in general elections shall be counted or 
tabulated unless: 
  (1)  The candidate or his or her agent shall notify notifies in writing the 
county board of election commissioners of each county in which the candidate seeks 
election and files the notice with either: the Secretary of State, if a United States 
state or district candidate, or a county clerk, if a candidate for a county or township 
office, of his or her intention to be a write-in candidate no earlier than noon on the 
third Tuesday in March and not later than ninety (90) days before the election day; 
and 
   (A)  The Secretary of State, if a candidate for United States 
Senate, United States House of Representatives, or any state or district office; or  
   (B)  The county clerk if a candidate for a county or township 
office;  
  (2)  The candidate files with the county clerk or the Secretary of State, 
as required, a political practices pledge and an affidavit of eligibility for the office at 
the same time the candidate files his or her notice of write-in candidacy;  
  (3)  The notice of write-in candidacy, the political practices pledge, and 
the affidavit of eligibility are filed no earlier than noon on the last day of the party 
filing period and not later than ninety (90) days before the election day; and  
  (2)(4)  The name written on the ballot is the same name listed on the 
write-in candidate's political practices pledge, except that any abbreviation, 
misspelling, or other minor variation in the form of the name of the candidate shall be 
disregarded if the intention of the voter may be ascertained. 
 (b)  This section shall not apply to the offices of Justice of the Supreme Court, 
Judge of the Court of Appeals, circuit judge, or district judge. 
 
 SECTION 19.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-207 is amended to read as follows:   
 7-5-207. Ballots — Names included. 
 (a)(1)  All Except as provided in subdivisions (a)(2) and (3) of this section, all 
election ballots provided by the county board of election commissioners of any 
county in this state for any election shall contain in the proper place the name of 
every candidate whose nomination for any office to be filled at that election has been 
certified to the county board and shall not contain the name of any candidate or 
person who has not been certified. If any candidate shall notify, no later than seventy 
(70) days before the election, the Secretary of State in the case of a United States, 
state, or district office, or the county board in the case of a county, city, or township 
office, in writing, signed by the candidate, and acknowledged before an officer 
authorized to take acknowledgments, of his or her desire to withdraw as a candidate 
for the office or position, the name of the person shall not be printed on the ballot at 
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the election. 
   
  (2)(A)  Except as provided in subdivision (a)(2)(B) of this section, 
unopposed candidates for municipal offices shall be declared and certified elected 
without the necessity of including those names on the general election ballot. 
   (B)  The names of all unopposed candidates for the office of 
mayor shall be separately placed on the general election ballot, and the votes for 
mayor shall be tabulated as in all contested races.   
  (3)(A)(i)  Except as provided in subdivision (a)(3)(B) of this section, the 
names of all other unopposed candidates for all offices, including without limitation 
the names of all unopposed write-in candidates, shall be grouped together on the 
ballot indicating the office and the name of the unopposed candidate. 
    (ii)  The phrase "unopposed candidates" shall appear at 
the top of the list of the names of all unopposed candidates. 
    (iii)  Adjacent to the phrase "unopposed candidates" shall 
be a place in which the voter may cast a vote for all the candidates by placing an 
appropriate mark.   
   (B)  The names of all unopposed candidates for the office of 
circuit clerk shall be separately placed on the general election ballot, and the votes 
for circuit clerk shall be tabulated as in all contested races.     
 (b)  No person's name shall be printed placed upon the ballot as a candidate 
for any public office in this state at any election unless the person is qualified and 
eligible at the time of filing as a candidate for the office to hold the public office for 
which he or she is a candidate, except if a person is not qualified to hold the office at 
the time of filing because of age alone, the name of the person shall be printed 
placed on the ballot as a candidate for the office if the person will qualify to hold the 
office at the time prescribed by law for taking office. 
 (c)(1)  The order in which the names of the candidates shall appear on the 
ballot shall be determined by lot at a public meeting of the county board not less 
than sixty-five (65) days before the general election.   
  (2)  Notice of the public meeting shall be given by publication in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county at least three (3) days before the 
drawing.     
  (3)  For runoff elections, the ballot order for eligible candidates shall be 
the same as for the previous election leading to the runoff. 
 (d)(1)  Beside or adjacent to the name of each candidate in the general 
election shall be:  
   (A)  His or her party designation; or  
   (B)  The term "INDEPENDENT" if he or she represents no 
officially recognized party. 
  (2)  Subdivision (d)(1) of this section shall not apply to a:   
   (A)  Nonpartisan judicial election; or  
   (B)  Nonpartisan municipal election.      
 
 SECTION 20.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-208 is amended to read as follows:   
 7-5-208. Paper ballots Ballots — Form. 
 (a)  All election ballots provided by the county board of election 
commissioners of any county in this state for any election shall be alike and shall be 
printed in plain type. 
 (b)  Each ballot shall be printed on paper with a perforated portion capable of 
being detached for use as the ballot stub. 
 (c)  As ballots are printed, the portion that shall be used as the ballot stub 
shall be numbered consecutively from one (1) to the number which is the total 
amount of ballots provided for the election.   
 (d)(b)(1)  The heading on the front or inner side of each ballot shall be: 
“OFFICIAL BALLOT  _______________________________________  ELECTION 
_________  , 20  _________ ________(description)______ ELECTION   (date)_, 
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__(year)____” 
Vote by placing an appropriate mark opposite the person for whom you wish to 
vote”. 
  (2)  If the ballot contains an initiated or referred amendment, act, or 
measure, the heading shall also contain these words — “Vote on amendments, acts, 
and measures by placing an appropriate mark above the amendment (or act or 
measure) either FOR or AGAINST”. 
 (e)  Beneath the heading on each paper ballot there shall be printed 
instructions that inform the voter: 
  (1)  Of the effect of casting multiple votes for an office; and 
  (2)  How to correct the ballot before it is cast and counted, including, 
but not limited to, instructions on how to correct an error through the issuance of a 
replacement ballot if the voter was otherwise unable to change the ballot or correct 
an error. 
 (f)(c)(1)  Every ballot shall contain the name of each candidate who has been 
nominated or has qualified in accordance with law for each office. The names of the 
candidates shall be listed in a perpendicular column under the name of each office 
to be filled. 
  (2)(A)  However, the names of all unopposed candidates for all offices, 
including the names of all unopposed write-in candidates, except the names of all 
unopposed candidates for the office of mayor or circuit clerk, shall be grouped 
together on the ballot indicating the office and the name of the unopposed 
candidate. At the top of the list of the names of all unopposed candidates, there shall 
appear on the ballot the words “Unopposed Candidates”, and adjacent thereto there 
shall be a place in which the voter may cast a vote for all the candidates by placing 
an appropriate mark. 
   (B)  The names of unopposed candidates for the office of mayor 
or circuit clerk shall be separately printed from any grouping of unopposed 
candidates, with a place in which the voter may cast a vote for each unopposed 
candidate for the office of mayor or circuit clerk by placing an appropriate mark, so 
that the votes may be separately counted and tabulated as required in § 7-5-315. 
  (3)(2)  In all elections except primary elections and municipal elections 
in which votes for a write-in candidate may be counted, at the bottom of each list of 
names for each position or office appearing on the ballot, there shall be a blank line 
for a possible write-in vote for that position or office. However, the blank line shall 
not appear on the ballot with respect to those offices and candidates for positions in 
which no person has qualified as a write-in candidate by filing his or her notice of 
intention to be a write-in candidate within the time prescribed in § 7-5-205. 
  (4)  The order in which the names of the respective candidates shall 
appear on the ballots shall be determined by lot at a public meeting of the county 
board not less than sixty-five (65) days prior to the general election. It is expressly 
understood and provided that the selection on the order of the ballot in all other 
elections shall be and remain as provided by law. For runoff elections, the ballot 
order for eligible candidates shall stay the same as for the previous election. 
  (5)  Beside or adjacent to the name of each candidate in the general 
election, except for the nonpartisan judicial general election, shall be his or her party 
designation or the name “INDEPENDENT” if he or she represents no officially 
recognized party. 
 (g)(d)  Adjacent to the name of each candidate and on the same line there 
shall be a place for marking a vote for the candidate. Below each act, amendment, 
or measure to be voted on, there shall be the words “FOR” and “AGAINST” situated 
one above the other with a place for marking a vote for the act, amendment, or 
measure adjacent to each word and on the same line. With respect to all offices and 
the candidates for those offices who are unopposed and have been grouped 
together in the manner provided in subsection (f) of this section, the names of all 
those candidates and their respective offices shall appear under the heading of 
“Unopposed Candidates”. The elector shall vote on each and all such candidates by 
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casting a single vote in the place for marking a vote adjacent to the heading 
“Unopposed Candidates” as provided in subdivision (f)(2) of this section. 
 (h)(e)  Opposite the designation of each office, there shall appear these 
words: “VOTE FOR ________ ”. The number of persons required to fill the vacancy 
in office shall be placed in the blank space. 
 
 SECTION 21.  Arkansas Code 7-5-209 is amended to read as follows:   
 7-5-209. Ballots — Correction of errors. 
 Whenever it shall appear by affidavit that an error or omission has occurred in 
the publication of the names or description of candidates nominated for office or in 
the printing preparation of ballots, the county board of election commissioners shall 
in a public meeting announce the error or omission and immediately correct the error 
or omission or show cause why the correction should not be done. 
 
 SECTION 22.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-210 is repealed.   
 7-5-210. Ballots — Number — Official. 
 (a)  The county board of election commissioners of each county in this state 
using paper ballots counted by hand at the polling site, paper ballots counted by an 
electronic vote tabulating device at the polling site, or paper ballots cast at a polling 
site and counted at a central location shall provide for each election precinct one 
hundred fifty (150) printed ballots for each one hundred (100), or fraction of one 
hundred (100), electors voting thereat at the last-preceding comparable election. 
Provided, however, the total number of ballots required to be printed for each 
election precinct shall not be required to exceed one hundred five percent (105%) of 
the total number of registered voters for the respective precinct. 
 (b)  No ballot shall be received or counted in any election to which this act 
applies unless it is provided by the county board as provided in this section. 
 
 SECTION 23.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-211(a)(1)(A), concerning the delivery of 
election supplies, is amended to read as follows: 
 (a)  At least one (1) day before any election: 
  (1)(A)  The county board of election commissioners shall designate a 
suitable person or persons and deliver to the person or persons the ballots as set 
forth in § 7-5-210. 
 
 SECTION 24.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-212 is repealed.     
 7-5-212. Permanent ink when ballots counted by hand. 
 At general, primary, special, and school elections in counties which use paper 
ballots and in which those ballots are counted by hand, the ballots shall be marked 
using permanent ink.  
 
 SECTION 25. Arkansas Code § 7-5-308 is amended to read as follows:  
 7-5-308. Provisional ballot procedure. 
 (a)  When the voter is required by law to cast a provisional ballot, the ballot 
shall be cast pursuant to the following procedures: 
  (1)  An election official at the polling place A poll worker shall notify the 
individual that the individual may cast a provisional ballot in that election; 
   
  (2)  The voter shall execute a written eligibility affirmation in the 
presence of the election official poll worker stating that he or she is a registered 
voter in the precinct in which he or she desires to vote and is eligible to vote; 
  (3)  The election official poll worker shall initial the back of the ballot, 
remove the ballot stub from the provisional ballot, and place the stub in the stub box 
provided; 
  (4)  The voter shall mark his or her provisional ballot; 
  (5)  The voter shall place the voted provisional ballot in a ballot secrecy 
envelope marked “provisional ballot” and seal the envelope; 
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  (6)  The voter shall place the sealed provisional ballot envelope 
containing the voted provisional ballot in a voter envelope, seal the envelope, and 
give it to the election official poll worker; 
  (7)  The election official poll worker shall provide the voter written 
information instructing him or her on how to determine whether his or her provisional 
ballot was counted, and if not, the reason the ballot was not counted; and 
  (8)  The election official poll worker shall make a separate list of the 
names and addresses of all persons voting a provisional ballot. 
 (b)  Election officials The poll worker shall preserve, secure, and separate all 
provisional ballots from the remaining ballots so that the right of any person to vote 
may be determined later by the county board of election commissioners or the court 
in which an election contest may be filed. 
 (c)(1)  Whenever a person casts a provisional ballot, the election official poll 
worker shall provide the voter written information that states that the individual who 
casts a provisional ballot will be able to ascertain whether the vote was counted, and 
if not, the reason the vote was not counted, by accessing a toll-free telephone 
number, Internet website, or other free access system established by the Secretary 
of State for that purpose. 
  (2)  The Secretary of State shall establish a free access system to 
allow a provisional voter to ascertain whether his or her vote was counted, and if not, 
the reason his or her vote was not counted.   
  (2)(3)  Access to information about an individual provisional ballot shall 
be restricted to the individual who cast the ballot. 
 (d)(1)  Any person who votes in an election as a result of a federal or state 
court order or any other order extending the time established for closing the polls 
only may vote in that election by casting a provisional ballot. 
  (2)  The ballot shall be separated and held apart from other provisional 
ballots cast by those not affected by the order. 
 (e)(d)(1)  Prior to Before certification of the results of the election, the county 
board shall determine whether the provisional ballots are valid. 
  (2)  Unless enjoined by a court of competent jurisdiction, a provisional 
ballot shall be counted if it is cast by a registered voter and is the correct ballot, 
according to the precinct listed on the voter’s eligibility affirmation, for the precinct of 
the voter’s residence.   
 (f)(e)  If, upon examination of any provisional ballots, the county board 
suspects that a violation of the election laws has occurred, the county board may 
refer the matter to the prosecuting attorney. 
 
 SECTION 26.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-312 is amended to read as follows: 
 7-5-312.  Challenge of voter's ballot by poll watchers, candidates, or 
designees. 
 (a)  Poll watchers shall include any: 
  (1)  Candidate in person, but only during the counting and tabulation of 
ballots and the processing of absentee ballots; 
  (2)  Authorized representative of a candidate; 
  (3)  Authorized representative of a group seeking the passage or 
defeat of a measure on the ballot; and 
   
  (4)  Authorized representative of a political party with a candidate on 
the ballot. 
 (b)  Each candidate, group, or party may have, at any given time during the 
election, including early voting: 
  (1)  One (1) authorized representative present at any one (1) time at 
each location within a polling site where voters identify themselves to election 
officials, so as to observe and ascertain the identity of those persons presenting 
themselves to vote for the purpose of challenging any voter who appears for the 
purpose of casting a ballot voters; and 
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  (2)  One (1) authorized representative present at any one (1) time at 
each location within the absentee ballot processing site where absentee ballots are 
processed, so as to observe and ascertain the identity of absentee voters for the 
purpose of challenging any absentee vote. 
 (c)  In accordance with §§ 7-5-316, 7-5-413, 7-5-416, 7-5-527, and 7-5-615, a 
candidate in person or an authorized representative of a candidate or political party 
may be present at a polling site, central counting location, and absentee ballot 
counting location for the purpose of witnessing the counting of ballots by election 
officials and determining whether ballots are fairly and accurately counted. 
 (d)  The document designating and authorizing a representative of a 
candidate, a representative of a group seeking the passage or defeat of a measure 
on the ballot, and a representative of a political party with a candidate on the ballot 
shall be filed with the county clerk and a file-marked copy shall be presented by the 
poll watcher to the election official immediately upon entering the polling site, 
absentee ballot processing site, or counting location in the following form: 
 
“POLL WATCHER AUTHORIZATION FORM 
 
Representative of a Candidate 
 
I,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , state that I am a candidate for the office of  . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . .  in the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  election. I further state that I have 
designated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  as my authorized representative at the election 
at polling sites  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and absentee ballot processing sites  . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  in  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  County, Arkansas, to observe and 
ascertain the identity of persons presenting themselves to vote in person or by 
absentee for the purpose of challenging any voter in accordance with Arkansas 
Code §§ 7-5-312, 7-5-416, and 7-5-417. I further state that I have designated and 
authorized my representative named above to be present at the ballot counting 
locations at  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  in  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  County, Arkansas, 
for the purpose of witnessing the counting of ballots by election officials and 
determining whether ballots are fairly and accurately counted in accordance with 
Arkansas Code §§ 7-5-312, 7-5-316, 7-5-413, 7-5-416, 7-5-527, and 7-5-615. 
 
Representative of a Group 
 
I,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .            , state that I represent the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
                                                          group that is seeking passage/defeat (circle 
one) of the ballot measure entitled  .                                      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
on the ballot in the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      . . .  election at 
polling sites  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   .                                and absentee ballot 
processing sites  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                in  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. .                                             County, Arkansas, to observe and ascertain the 
identity of persons presenting themselves to vote in person or by absentee             
for the purpose of challenging any voter in accordance with Arkansas Code §§  
7-5-312, 7-5-416, and 7-5-417. 
 
 
Representative of a Party 
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I,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , state that I am the chair or secretary of the state/county 
(circle one) committee for the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  party with candidates on the 
ballot in the  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  election. I further state that I have designated  . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  as an authorized party representative at the election at 
polling sites  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and absentee ballot processing sites  . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  in  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  County, Arkansas, to observe and 
ascertain the identity of persons presenting themselves to vote in person or by 
absentee for the purpose of challenging any voter in accordance with Arkansas 
Code §§ 7-5-312, 7-5-416, and 7-5-417. I further state that I have designated and 
authorized my representative named above to be present at the ballot counting 
locations at  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  in  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  County, Arkansas, 
for the purpose of witnessing the counting of ballots by election officials and 
determining whether ballots are fairly and accurately counted in accordance with 
Arkansas Code §§ 7-5-312, 7-5-316, 7-5-413, 7-5-416, 7-5-527, and 7-5-615. 
 . . . . .  
Signature of Candidate, Group Representative, or Chair/Secretary of the 
State/County Committee 
 
Acknowledged before me this  . . . . . day of  . . . . . , 20  . . . . .  
Notary Public:  . . . . .  My Commission Expires:  . . . . .  
I do hereby state that I am familiar with the rights and responsibilities of a poll 
watcher as outlined on the back of the poll watcher authorization form and will in 
good faith comply with the provisions of same. 
 . . . . .  
Signature of the Poll Watcher 
 
Acknowledged before me this  . . . . .  day of  . . . . . , 20  . . . . .  
Notary Public:  . . . . .  My Commission Expires:  . . . . .  
I do hereby acknowledge the filing of this poll watcher authorization form with the 
county clerk's office. 
 . . . . .  
Signature of County Clerk” 
 
 (e)  Poll watcher rights and responsibilities shall be printed on the back of the 
document in the following form: 
 
“POLL WATCHER RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
A poll watcher may be: 
  (1)  A candidate in person, but only during the counting and tabulation 
of ballots and the processing of absentee ballots; 
  (2)  An authorized representative of a candidate; 
  (3)  An authorized representative of a group seeking the passage or 
defeat of a measure on the ballot; or 
  (4)  An authorized representative of a party with a candidate on the 
ballot. 
 
Official recognition of poll watchers: 
  (1)  Only one (1) authorized poll watcher per candidate, group, or party 
at any one (1) given time may be officially recognized as a poll watcher at each 
location within a polling site where voters identify themselves to election officials; 
   
  (2)  Only one (1) authorized poll watcher per candidate, group, or party 
at any one (1) given time may be officially recognized as a poll watcher at each 
location within the absentee ballot processing site where absentee ballots are 
processed; and 
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  (3)  Only one (1) authorized poll watcher per candidate or party at any 
one (1) given time may be officially recognized as a poll watcher at the counting of 
the ballots. 
 
Poll watcher credentials: 
  (1)  Except for candidates in person, poll watchers must present a valid 
affidavit in the form of a “Poll Watcher Authorization Form” to an election official 
immediately upon entering the polling or counting location; and 
  (2)  Candidates in person attending a counting site or absentee ballot 
processing site are not required to present a “Poll Watcher Authorization Form” but 
must present some form of identification to an election official immediately upon 
entering the polling or counting location site for the purpose of confirming the poll 
watcher as a candidate on the ballot. 
 
Poll watchers may: 
  (1)  Observe the election officials; 
  (2)  Stand close enough to the precinct voter registration lists place 
where voters check in to vote so as to hear the voter's name and observe the voter's 
signature; 
  (3)  Compile lists of persons voting; 
  (4)  Challenge ballots upon notification to an election official before the 
voter signs the precinct voter registration list and upon completing a “Challenged 
Ballot Form”; 
  (5)  Call to the attention of the election sheriff any occurrence believed 
to be an irregularity or violation of election law. The poll watcher may not discuss the 
occurrence unless the election sheriff invites the discussion; and 
  (6)  Be present at the opening, processing, and canvassing of 
absentee ballots for the purpose of challenging absentee votes in the manner 
provided by law for personal voting challenges. 
Poll watchers representing a candidate or political party may: 
  (1)  Remain at the polling site after the poll closes if ballots are counted 
at the poll; 
  (2)  Be present at the counting of votes by hand or by an electronic 
vote tabulating device at a central location; 
  (3)  Be present at the counting of absentee ballots for the purpose of 
witnessing the counting of ballots by election officials and determining whether 
ballots are fairly and accurately counted; and 
  (4)  Upon request made to an election official, inspect any or all ballots 
at the time the ballots are being counted. 
 
Poll watchers may not: 
  (1)  Be within six feet (6') of any voting machine or booth used by 
voters to cast their ballot; 
  (2)  Electioneer inside the polling site or within one hundred feet (100') 
of the primary exterior entrance used by voters to the building containing the polling 
site; 
  (3)(2)  Speak to any voter or in any way attempt to influence a voter 
inside the polling site or within one hundred feet (100') of the primary exterior 
entrance used by voters to the building containing the polling site; or 
  (4)(3)  Disrupt the orderly conduct of the election.” 
 (f)  Poll watcher rights and responsibilities shall be posted in plain view at 
each polling site, absentee ballot processing site, and counting site. 
 (g)  A poll watcher may challenge a voter only on the grounds that the voter is 
not eligible to vote in the precinct or that the voter has previously voted at that 
election. 
 (g)(h)(1)  When the ballot of any voter is thus challenged, it shall be treated as 
a provisional ballot. 
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  (2)  The poll watcher shall notify an election official of the challenge 
before the voter signs the precinct voter registration list. 
  (3)  The poll watcher shall complete a challenged ballot form. 
  (4)  The election official shall inform the voter that his or her ballot is 
being challenged. 
  (5)  The procedures for casting a provisional ballot under § 7-5-308 
shall be followed.  
 
 SECTION 27.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-313 is repealed.   
 7-5-313. Spoiled ballots — Cancellation and return. 
 (a)  Any voter who shall by accident or mistake mar or spoil any ballot so that 
he or she cannot conveniently or clearly vote on the ballot may return it to the 
election officials and receive another not to exceed three (3) in all. 
 (b)  Spoiled ballots shall be cancelled by an election official's writing 
“CANCELLED” on its face and initialling the ballot. The cancelled ballots shall be 
preserved separately from other ballots and returned to the county board of election 
commissioners and shall be open to public inspection. 
  
 SECTION 28.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-315 is amended to read as follows:   
 7-5-315. Counting paper ballots at the polling site votes for unopposed and 
deceased candidates. 
 In counting the paper ballots at the polling site, the following procedures shall 
be followed: 
   (1)(a)  The votes received by an unopposed candidate in any 
election held in this state shall not be counted or tabulated by the election officials. 
The word “UNOPPOSED” shall be sufficient to insert on the tally sheet to indicate 
that the candidate has received a majority of the votes cast in the election. However, 
the votes received by an unopposed candidate for the office of mayor or circuit clerk 
shall be counted and tabulated by the election officials;. 
   (2)  No write-in vote in any election in this state may be counted 
unless the name of the write-in candidate shall have been handwritten on the ballot; 
   (3)  In counting the ballots, the ballot box shall be opened, and 
the ballots shall be counted by counting each ballot in turn or by counting by offices 
and issues. The election officials must witness the counting of the ballots and shall 
keep separate tally lists of the votes cast for each candidate or issue on the ballot; 
   (4)  When two (2) or more ballots are found folded together, it 
shall be considered as conclusive evidence of their being fraudulent, and neither of 
them shall be counted. If a ballot shall be found to contain marks for more than the 
maximum allowable number of candidates in any one (1) contest, the contest shall 
be considered overvoted, and it shall be the responsibility of the election officials to 
determine the voter's intent; 
   (5)  Upon the close of the polls, the election officials shall 
immediately certify and attest the list of voters and continue the count to completion. 
If any of the election officials become sick or incapacitated from any other cause, the 
remaining election officials shall continue the count until it is completed;  
   (6)  After the count is completed, the election officials shall 
make out the certificates of election in triplicate and immediately post one (1) copy 
outside the polling site; and 
   (7)(A)(b)(1)  The votes received by any person whose name 
appeared on the ballot and who withdrew or died after the certification of the ballot or 
filing period ended shall be counted. 
    (B)(i)(2)(A)  If the person received enough votes to win 
the nomination or election, a vacancy in the nomination or election shall be declared. 
     (ii)(a)(B)(i)  If the person received enough votes to 
qualify for a runoff, the person's name shall appear on the runoff ballot. 
      (b)(ii)  If enough votes are cast for the 
person to win the runoff, then a vacancy in the nomination or election shall exist. 
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 SECTION 29.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-316(a), concerning the designation of 
representatives by a candidate or political party, is amended to read as follows:  
 (a)  After the polls have been closed, the counting of votes shall be open to 
the public, and any candidate or political party may be present in person or by 
representative designated in writing pursuant to § 7-5-312 at the count of the ballots 
in any election for the purpose of determining whether or not the ballots in any 
election precinct are fairly and accurately counted. The candidate, political party, or 
authorized representative of the candidate or political party shall be permitted, upon 
a request being made to an election official, to inspect any or all ballots at the time 
the ballots are being counted. 
 
 SECTION 30.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-317 is amended to read as follows:   
 7-5-317. Processing and delivery of election materials. 
 (a)  After the count of the ballots is completed polls close, all of the election 
returns materials shall be processed and delivered in the following manner: 
  (1)  The poll workers shall total the number of voters on the list of 
voters form and certify and attest the form;  
  (1)(2)  The list-of-voters form, precinct voter registration list, voter 
registration application forms, and other recordkeeping supplies shall be delivered to 
the county clerk; 
  (2)(3)  Certificates of election results and tally sheets: 
   (A)  One (1) copy of the certificate of election results with one 
(1) copy of the tally sheets, if any, shall be delivered to the county clerk; and 
   (B)  One (1) copy of the certificate of election results shall be 
returned with one (1) copy of the tally sheets, if any, and reports of challenges of 
voters, if any, to the county board of election commissioners; 
  (3)(4)  Ballots: 
   (A)  The election officials poll workers shall securely envelope 
the any voted ballots separately from the any unused ballots and place the ballots in 
a container with a numbered seal and then deliver the ballots with the tally sheets, if 
any, and other election materials to the county board; and 
   (B)  All cancelled ballots shall be preserved separately from the 
other ballots and returned to the county board; and 
  (4)(5)  Stub boxes: Sealed stub boxes shall be delivered to the county 
treasurer for storage. 
 (b)  All of the election materials and returns shall be delivered to the county 
board by the election officials poll workers immediately after the polls close. 
 
  SECTION 31.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-319(c), concerning recount in an 
election using a voter-verified paper audit trail, is amended to read as follows: 
 (c)(1)  For any recount of an election in which ballots are cast using a direct 
recording electronic voting machine with a voter-verified paper audit trail, the voter-
verified paper audit trail shall serve as the official ballot to be recounted. 
  (2)  The county board of election commissioners either may:  
   (A)  Manually sum the total votes for each candidate  
involved in the recount that is printed on the voter-verified paper audit trail; or  
    
   (B)  Count by hand the votes for each candidate  
involved in the recount as shown on the voter-verified paper audit trail. 
  (3)  If the voter-verified paper audit trail is damaged or for some other 
reason is incapable of being used for a recount, the paper record produced by the 
machine for manual audit shall be the official ballot to be recounted. 
  (4)  If the voting machine is exempt from the requirement to have a 
voter-verified paper audit trail and does not have one, the paper record produced by 
the machine for manual audit shall be the official ballot to be recounted. 
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 SECTION 32.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-320 is repealed.   
 7-5-320. Election to fill vacancy — Unopposed candidate. 
 (a)(1)  If, after all deadlines for filing as a candidate or write-in candidate have 
passed in a special election to fill a vacancy, there is only one (1) candidate and if no 
other office or issue is on the ballot, then the county board of election commissioners 
may reduce the number of polling places for the election. 
  (2)  The county board shall provide at least one (1) polling place. 
 (b)  In a county that uses voting machines or electronic voting, the county 
board may choose to use paper ballots for the election.  
 
 SECTION 33.  Arkansas Code 7-5-515(c)(1), concerning the preparation of 
voting machines for elections, is amended to read as follows:  
 (c)(1)  At least five (5) seven (7) days prior to the election day beginning of 
voting, the county board, with respect to all elections, shall have the machines each 
machine tested to ascertain that the voting system will correctly count the votes cast 
for all offices and on all measures. 
 
 SECTION 34.  The Arkansas Code Revision Commission shall rename 
Arkansas Code Title 7, Chapter 5, Subchapter 6 as "Paper Ballots and Electronic 
Vote Tabulating Devices."   
 
 SECTION 35.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-601 is amended to read as follows:  
 7-5-601. Purpose Paper ballots -- Form. 
 The purpose of this subchapter is to authorize the use of electronic vote 
tabulating devices in which the voter records his or her votes by means of marking a 
paper ballot which is so designed that votes may be counted by an electronic 
scanner at one (1) or more counting places. This method of marking ballots and 
electronically tabulating election results shall be in addition to and supplemental to 
the existing systems of voting. 
 (a)  All paper ballots provided by the county board of election commissioners 
of any county in this state for any election shall be alike and shall be printed in plain 
type.   
 (b)  Each ballot shall be printed on paper with a perforated portion capable of 
being detached for use as the ballot stub.  
 (c)(1)  As ballots are printed, the portion that shall be used as the ballot stub 
shall be numbered consecutively beginning with the number 1. 
  (2)  The number on the last ballot printed shall show the total number 
of ballots provided for the election. 
 (d)(1)  The heading on the front or inner side of each ballot shall be: 
"OFFICIAL BALLOT.  Vote by placing an appropriate mark opposite the person for 
whom you wish to vote".   
  (2)  If the ballot contains an initiated or referred amendment, act, or 
measure, the heading shall also contain these words: "Vote on amendments, acts, 
and measures by placing an appropriate mark above the amendment (or act or 
measure) either FOR or AGAINST".   
 (e)  Beneath the heading on each paper ballot there shall be printed 
instructions that inform the voter:  
   
  (1)  Of the effect of casting multiple votes for an office; and  
  (2)  How to correct the ballot before it is cast and counted, including 
without limitation instructions on how to correct an error through the issuance of a 
replacement ballot if the voter was otherwise unable to change the ballot or correct 
an error.   
 
 SECTION 36.  Arkansas Code Title 7, Chapter 5, Subchapter 6 is amended 
to add an additional section to read as follows:   
 7-5-602.  Ballots -- Number -- Official -- Marking device -- Spoiled.  
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 (a)(1)  The county board of election commissioners of each county in this 
state using paper ballots counted by hand at the polling site, paper ballots counted 
by an electronic vote tabulating device at the polling site, or paper ballots cast at a 
polling site and counted at a central location shall provide for each election precinct 
one hundred fifty (150) printed ballots for each one hundred (100) or fraction of one 
hundred (100) electors voting on paper ballots at the last preceding comparable 
election.   
  (2)  The total number of ballots required to be printed for each election 
precinct shall not exceed one hundred five percent (105%) of the total number of 
registered voters for the respective precinct. 
 (b)  A ballot shall not be received or counted in any election to which this 
subchapter applies unless it is provided by the county board under this section.   
 (c)  At all elections in counties that use paper ballots and in which those 
ballots are counted by hand, the ballots shall be marked using permanent ink.   
 (d)(1)  A voter who shall by accident or mistake mar or spoil any ballot so that 
he or she cannot conveniently or clearly vote on the ballot may return it to the poll 
workers and receive another ballot, not to exceed three (3) ballots in total.   
  (2)  Spoiled ballots shall be cancelled by a poll worker writing 
"CANCELLED" on its face and initialing the ballot.   
  (3)  The cancelled ballots shall be preserved separately from other 
ballots and returned to the county board of election commissioners and shall be 
open to public inspection.   
 
 SECTION 37.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-603 is amended to read as follows:   
 7-5-603. Penalty Counting paper ballots at the polling site. 
 Persons violating the provisions of this subchapter shall be subject to the 
same fine and imprisonment as is provided by law for violating the comparable 
provisions of the laws of this state regarding voting by other voting methods. 
 When paper ballots are to be counted at the polling site, the following 
procedures shall be followed:  
  (1)(A)  In counting the ballots, the ballot box shall be opened and each 
ballot shall be counted in turn or by counting by offices and issues. 
   (B)  The poll workers shall witness the counting of the ballots 
and shall keep separate tally lists of the votes cast for each candidate or issue on 
the ballot;  
  (2)(A)  When two (2) or more ballots are found folded together, it shall 
be considered as conclusive evidence the ballots are fraudulent and neither of the 
ballots shall be counted. 
   (B)  If a ballot is found to contain marks for more than the 
maximum allowable number of candidates in any one (1) contest, the contest shall 
be considered overvoted, and it shall be the responsibility of the poll workers to 
determine the voter's intent;  
  (3)(A)  Upon the close of the polls, the poll workers immediately shall 
certify and attest the list of voters and continue the count to completion.   
   (B)  If a poll worker becomes sick or incapacitated from any 
other cause, the remaining poll workers shall continue the count until it is completed; 
   
  (4)  After the count is completed, the poll workers shall make out the 
certificates of election in triplicate and immediately post one (1) copy outside the 
polling site; and  
  (5)(A)  The counting of ballots shall be open to the public.  
   (B)  Any candidate or political party may be present in person or 
by representative designated in writing under § 7-5-312 at the count of the ballots in 
any election for the purpose of determining whether or not the ballots in any election 
precinct are fairly and accurately counted.   
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   (C)  The candidate in person or an authorized representative of 
the candidate or political party shall be permitted, upon a request’s being made to a 
poll worker, to inspect any or all ballots after the ballots have been counted.   
 
 SECTION 38.  Arkansas Code § 7-5-604(a), concerning voting systems that 
include electronic vote tabulating devices, is amended to read as follows:   
 (a)  Voting Paper ballot voting systems that include electronic vote tabulating 
devices may be used in elections, provided that the systems shall: 
  (1)  Enable the voter to cast a vote in secrecy; 
  (2)  Enable the voter to vote for all offices and measures on which he 
or she is entitled to vote; 
  (3)  Permit the voter to verify in a private and independent manner the 
votes selected by the voter on the ballot before the ballot is cast; 
  (4)  Provide the voter with the opportunity in a private and independent 
manner to change the ballot or correct any error before the ballot is cast; 
  (5)(A)  Notify the voter that he or she has selected more than one (1) 
candidate for the office, notify the voter before the ballot is cast and counted of the 
effect of casting multiple votes for the office, and provide the voter with the 
opportunity to correct the ballot before the ballot is cast if the voter is legally entitled 
to select only one (1) candidate for an office but the voter selects more than one (1) 
candidate for the office. 
   (B)  Electronic vote tabulating devices used to cast and count 
votes at the polling place shall be programmed to reject ballots containing overvotes 
as described in this section. 
   (C)  When votes are cast at polling places and are to be 
counted by hand or at the courthouse or other central counting location, the county 
board of election commissioners shall provide a voter education program to inform 
the voters: 
    (i)  Of the effect of casting multiple votes for an office; 
and 
    (ii)  How to correct the ballot before it is cast, including, 
but not limited to, instructions on how to correct the error through the issuance of a 
replacement ballot if the voter was otherwise unable to change the ballot or correct 
any error; 
  (6)(A)  Notify the voter that the voter has selected more than the 
allowed number of candidates for the office on the ballot, notify the voter before the 
ballot is cast and counted of the effect of casting more than the allowed number of 
votes for that office, and provide the voter with the opportunity to correct the ballot 
before the ballot is cast if the voter is legally entitled to select multiple candidates for 
an office but the voter selects more than the number of candidates he or she is 
legally entitled to select. 
   (B)  Electronic vote tabulating devices used to cast and count 
votes at the polling places shall be programmed to reject ballots containing 
overvotes as described in this section. 
   (C)  When votes are cast at polling places and are to be 
counted by hand or at the courthouse or other central counting location, the county 
board of election commissioners shall provide a voter education program to inform 
the voters: 
     
    (i)  Of the effect of casting more votes than the voter is 
legally entitled to cast for an office; and 
    (ii)  How to correct the ballot before it is cast, including, 
but not limited to, instructions on how to correct the error through the issuance of a 
replacement ballot if the voter was otherwise unable to change the ballot or correct 
any error; 
  (7)  Permit the voter to vote: 
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   (A)  At any election for all persons and officers for whom he or 
she is lawfully entitled to vote and no others; 
   (B)  For as many persons for an office as he or she is entitled to 
vote; 
   (C)  For or against any question upon which he or she is entitled 
to vote; and 
   (D)  By means of a single device, if authorized by law, for all 
candidates for one (1) party or to vote a split ticket as he or she desires; 
  (8)  Permit the voter by one (1) mark to vote for the candidates for that 
party for president, vice president, and their presidential electors at presidential 
elections; 
  (9)  Generate a printed record at the beginning of its operation which 
verifies that the tabulating elements for each candidate position and each question 
and the public counter are all set to zero (000); and 
  (10)  Generate a printed record at the finish of its operation of the total 
number of: 
   (A)  Voters whose ballots have been tabulated; 
   (B)  Votes cast for each candidate whose name appears on the 
ballot; 
   (C)  Votes cast for or against any question appearing on the 
ballot; and 
   (D)  Undervotes and overvotes by contest. 
 
 SECTION 39.  Arkansas Code 7-5-611(a)(2), concerning the preparation of 
electronic vote tabulating machines, is amended to read as follows:   
  (2)  At least five (5) seven (7) days prior to the election day beginning 
of voting, the county board, with respect to all elections, shall have the electronic 
vote tabulating devices each electronic vote tabulating device tested to ascertain 
that the devices will correctly count the votes cast for all offices and on all measures. 
 
 SECTION 40.  Arkansas Code Title 7, Chapter 5, Subchapter 6 is amended 
to add an additional section to read as follows:   
 7-5-616.  Penalty.   
 A person who violates this subchapter shall be subject to the same fine and 
imprisonment as provided by law for violating the comparable provisions of the laws 
of this state regarding voting by other voting methods.   
 
 SECTION 41.  Arkansas Code § 7-7-103, as amended by Act 188 of 2009, is 
amended to read as follows:   
 7-7-103. Filing as an independent — Petitions — Disqualification. 
 (a)(1)  Any A person desiring to have his or her name placed upon the ballot 
as an independent candidate without political party affiliation for any United States 
office other than President of the United States or Vice-President of the United 
States or state, county, township, or district office in any general election in this state 
shall file, as an independent candidate, during the party filing period for the year in 
which the election is to be held, a political practices pledge, an affidavit of eligibility, 
and a notice of candidacy stating the name and title the candidate proposes to 
appear on the ballot and identifying the elective office sought, during the period for 
filing political practices pledges and party pledges if any are required by the rules of 
the party to qualify as a candidate of a political party in a primary election including 
the position number, if any. 
  (2)(A)  An independent candidate shall state the same position, 
including the position number, if any, on his or her petition.   
   (B)  When a candidate has identified the position sought on the 
notice of candidacy, the candidate shall not be allowed to change the position but 
may withdraw a notice of candidacy and file a new notice of candidacy designating a 
different position before the deadline for filing.   
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 (b)(1)(A)  The person shall furnish by 12:00 noon on May 1 of the year in 
which the election is to be held petitions signed by not less than three percent (3%) 
of the qualified electors in the county, township, or district in which the person is 
seeking office, but in no event shall more than two thousand (2,000) signatures be 
required for a district, county, or township office. 
   (B)  If the person is a candidate for state office or for United 
States Senator in which a statewide race is required, the person shall file petitions 
signed by not less than three percent (3%) of the qualified electors of the state or 
which contain ten thousand (10,000) signatures of qualified electors, whichever is 
the lesser. 
  (2)  Each elector signing the petition shall be a registered voter, and 
the petition shall be directed to the official with whom the person is required by law 
to file the petition to qualify as a candidate and shall request that the name of the 
person be placed on the ballot for election to the office mentioned in the petition. 
  (3)  Petitions shall be circulated not earlier than ninety (90) calendar 
days before the deadline for filing petitions to qualify as an independent candidate 
unless the number of days is reduced by a proclamation, ordinance, resolution, or 
order, or other authorized document of for a special election under § 7-5-103 7-11-
101 et seq. 
  (4)  In determining the number of qualified electors in any county, 
township, or district or in the state, the total number of votes cast therein for all 
candidates in the preceding general election for the office of Governor shall be 
conclusive of the number of qualified electors therein for the purposes of this 
section. 
  (5)  If the number of days in which the petition for independent 
candidacy may be circulated is reduced by a proclamation, ordinance, resolution, or 
order, or other authorized document for a special election under § 7-5-103 7-11-101 
et seq., the number of signatures required on the petition shall be reduced 
proportionately. 
 (c)(1)(A)  Independent candidates for municipal office may qualify by a 
petition of not fewer than ten (10) electors for incorporated towns and cities of the 
second class and not fewer than thirty (30) electors for cities of the first class of the 
ward or city in which the election is to be held. 
   (B)  The county clerk shall determine within ten (10) days of 
filing whether the petition contains the names of a sufficient number of qualified 
electors. The county clerk shall promptly notify the candidate of the result. 
  (2)(A)  Independent candidates for municipal office shall file their 
petitions of nomination with the county clerk not more than ninety (90) days nor less 
than seventy (70) days before the general election. 
   (B)  The filing on the last day shall occur before 12:00 noon. 
 (d)  The sufficiency of any petition filed under the provisions of this section 
may be challenged in the same manner as is provided by law for election contests, § 
7-5-801 et seq. 
 (e)  A person who has been defeated in a party primary shall not be permitted 
to file as an independent candidate in the general election for the office for which he 
or she was defeated in the party primary. 
 (f)  This section shall not apply to the offices of Justice of the Supreme Court, 
Judge of the Court of Appeals, circuit judge, or district judge.  
 
  
 SECTION 42.  Arkansas Code § 7-7-105 is amended to read as follows:   
 7-7-105.  Filling vacancies in certain offices - Special primary elections. 
 Nominees for election at a special election called for the purpose of filling a 
vacancy in office for a member of the United States House of Representatives, for 
Lieutenant Governor, or as a member of the Senate or House of Representatives of 
the General Assembly shall be chosen in accordance with § 7-5-103(a). 
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 (a)  Nominees for special elections called for the purpose of filling a vacancy 
in office for a member of the United States House of Representatives, Lieutenant 
Governor, or for a member of the Senate or House of Representatives of the 
General Assembly shall be chosen as follows:  
  (1)  The Governor shall certify in writing to the state committees of the 
respective political parties the fact of vacancy and shall request the respective state 
committees to make a determination and notify him or her in writing within ten (10) 
days with respect to whether the political parties desire to hold a special primary 
election or a convention of delegates held under party rules to choose nominees; 
and 
  (2)(A)  If the state committee of any political party timely notifies the 
Governor that it chooses to hold a special primary election, any political party 
desiring to choose a nominee shall choose the nominee at a special primary 
election. 
   (B)  The Governor’s proclamation shall set dates for the special 
primary election and the runoff primary election to be held if no candidate receives a 
majority of the vote at the special primary election; and    
  (3)(A)  A special election to fill the vacancy in office shall be held on a 
date as soon as possible after the vacancy occurs, but not more than one hundred 
fifty (150) days after the occurrence of the vacancy.   
   (B)  The special election shall be held in accordance with laws 
governing special elections.  
   (C)(i)  If a nominee is to be chosen at a special primary election 
and if, after the close of the filing period, only one (1) or two (2) candidates have filed 
for the nomination of a party holding a primary, the state committee of a party 
holding a primary shall notify the Governor.   
    (ii)  The Governor shall issue a new proclamation setting 
the special election for an earlier date so long as the earlier date is in accordance 
with state laws governing special elections.   
 (b)  If no state committee of any political party timely notifies the Governor of 
the desire to hold a special primary election or convention, the Governor, in issuing 
his or her proclamation calling for the special election, shall declare that the nominee 
of a political party shall be chosen at a convention.   
 
 SECTION 43.  Arkansas Code § 7-7-301 is amended to read as follows: 
 7-7-301.  Party pledges, affidavits of eligibility, and party filing fees. 
 (a)  A political party may impose a filing fee for candidates seeking 
nomination by that party. The filing fee for county, municipal, and township offices 
shall be fixed by the county committee, as authorized by the state executive 
committee. For all other races, the filing fee shall be established by the state 
executive committee. On or before noon of the time provided in § 7-7-203(c), last 
day of the political party filing period, all candidates at primary elections of political 
parties shall file an affidavit of eligibility and any pledge required by such party and 
shall pay the party filing fees required by the party, as follows: 
  (1)  Candidates for United States Senator, United States 
Representative, and for all state offices shall file the pledge and the affidavit of 
eligibility, and pay the party filing fees with the secretary of the state committee of 
the political party or his or her designated agent; 
  (2)  Candidates for district offices, including, but not limited to, the 
offices of State Representative and State Senator, shall file the pledge and affidavit 
of eligibility with the secretary of the state committee of the political party or his or 
her designated agent and pay the party filing fees with the secretary of the state 
committee of the political party or his or her designated agent; and 
  (3)  All candidates for county, municipal, and township offices, 
candidates for county committeeman, and delegates to the county convention shall 
file the pledge and the affidavit of eligibility and pay the party filing fees with the 
secretary of the county committee of the political party. 
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 (b)(1)  Before the name of any person shall appear on the primary ballot of a 
political party as a candidate for any local, state, or federal office, the secretary of 
the county committee or the secretary of the state committee, as the case may be, of 
the political party must make an affirmative determination that the person complies 
with the eligibility requirements of the office. 
  (2)  The secretary of the county committee or of the state committee, 
as the case may be, shall require an affidavit of eligibility from the candidate, and the 
secretary may make an independent investigation as he or she deems necessary to 
determine the eligibility of the candidate to serve in the office he or she seeks, 
including the power to compel the person to answer interrogatories. The affidavit of 
eligibility shall be filed, along with the filing fee and party pledge, with the county or 
state committee, and the investigation concerning the eligibility shall be concluded 
within two (2) weeks after the filing deadline for nomination. 
 (c)(b)  The county clerk shall not accept for filing the political practices pledge 
of any candidate for nomination by a political party to any county, township, or 
partisan municipal office, nor shall the Secretary of State accept for filing the political 
practices pledge of any candidate for nomination by a political party to any state or 
district office, unless the candidate first files a party certificate. 
 (d)(c)  Any candidate who shall fail to file the party pledge and affidavit of 
eligibility and pay the party filing fee at the time and in the manner as provided in this 
section shall not receive a party certificate and shall not have his or her name 
printed on the ballot at any primary election. 
 (e)(d)  The names of candidates who file with the state committee as provided 
in this section shall be certified to the various county committees and the various 
county boards of election commissioners in the manner and at the time provided in § 
7-7-203(d). 
 
 SECTION 44.  Arkansas Code § 7-7-304 is amended to read as follows:   
 7-7-304. Names to be included on ballots — Withdrawal — Unopposed 
candidates — Position. 
 (a)(1)  Whenever a person qualifies for a primary election of a political party 
as a candidate for an office or a position, his or her name shall be printed on the 
ballot at the preferential primary election. 
  (2)  If at the preferential primary election for a political party a 
candidate receives a majority of the votes cast for that office or position, the person 
shall be declared the party nominee, and it shall not be necessary for the candidate's 
name to appear on the ballot at the general primary election. 
  (3)  If no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast for an office or 
a position at the preferential primary election for a political party, the names of the 
two (2) candidates of the political party who received the highest number of votes for 
an office or a position shall be printed upon the ballots at the general primary 
election. 
 (b)(1)  If any candidate, either prior to the certification of the ballot for the 
preferential primary or subsequent to the preferential primary but prior to the 
certification of the ballot for the general primary election, shall notify the secretary of 
the state committee in the case of a United States, state, or district office or the 
secretary of the county committee in the case of a county, city, or township office, in 
writing, signed by the candidate and acknowledged before an officer authorized by 
law to take acknowledgments, of his or her desire to withdraw as a candidate for the 
office or position, then the committee shall immediately notify the county board of 
election commissioners or the Secretary of State, as the case may be, and the name 
of the person shall not be printed on the preferential primary ballot or the general 
primary ballot, as the case may be. 
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  (2)  If one (1) of the two (2) candidates who received the highest 
number of votes but not a majority at the preferential primary election for an office or 
a position withdraws prior to certification of the result at the preferential primary 
election, the remaining candidate who received the most votes at the preferential 
primary election shall be certified as the nominee for the office or position and there 
shall not be a general primary election for that office or position. 
 (a)(1)  Not less than seventy (70) days before each preferential primary 
election, the Secretary of State shall certify to all county boards of election 
commissioners full lists of the names of all candidates who have filed party 
certificates with him or her to be placed on the ballots in their respective counties at 
the preferential primary election.   
  (2)  A name of a person shall not be certified and shall not be placed 
on the ballot if prior to the certification a candidate:   
   (A)  Notifies the Secretary of State in writing, signed by the 
candidate and acknowledged before an officer authorized to take 
acknowledgements, of his or her desire to withdraw as a candidate for the office or 
position; or  
   (B)  Dies. 
 (b)(1)  Not less than seventy (70) days before each preferential primary 
election, the county clerk shall certify to the county board full lists of the names of all 
candidates who have filed party certificates with him or her to be placed on the ballot 
at the preferential primary election.   
  (2)  A name of a person shall not be certified and shall not be placed 
on the ballot if prior to the certification a candidate:   
   (A)  Notifies the county clerk in writing, signed by the candidate 
and acknowledged before an officer authorized to take acknowledgements, of his or 
her desire to withdraw as a candidate for the office or position; or  
   (B)  Dies. 
 (c)(1)  The votes received by a person whose name appeared on the 
preferential primary ballot and who withdrew or died after the certification of the 
ballot shall be counted.   
  (2)  If the person receives enough votes to win the nomination, a 
vacancy in nomination shall exist.   
  (3)  If the person receives enough votes to advance to the general 
primary election, the person’s name shall be printed on the general primary election 
ballot.   
  (4)  If the person receives enough votes to win the general primary 
election, a vacancy in nomination shall exist.   
 (c)(d)  When only one (1) candidate qualifies for a particular office or position, 
the office or position and the name of the unopposed candidate shall be printed on 
the political party's ballot in all primary elections. 
 (d)(e)  When there are two (2) or more nominees to be selected for the same 
office, such as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, state senator, state 
representative, justice of the peace, alderman, or for any other office, the proper 
committee shall require the candidates to designate in writing a particular position, 
i.e., Position Number 1, Position Number 2, Position Number 3, etc., at the time that 
a party pledge is required to be filed with the secretary of the committee. An 
independent candidate shall designate his or her position prior to circulation of his or 
her petition. When a candidate has once filed and designated for a certain position, 
that candidate shall not be permitted to thereafter change the position. 
 (e)  The provisions of subsection (d) of this section with respect to filing for 
positions shall be equally applicable to candidates seeking election at all general 
and special elections of this state and to all school elections. 
 (f)(1)  If at the preferential primary election for a political party a candidate 
receives a majority of the votes cast for that office or position, the person shall be 
declared the party nominee and it shall not be necessary for the candidate’s name to 
appear on the ballot at the general primary election.   
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  (2)  If no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast for an office or 
position at the preferential primary for a political party, the names of the two (2) 
candidates of the political party who received the highest number of votes for an 
office or a position shall be placed upon the ballots at the general primary election.   
 
 SECTION 45.  Arkansas Code § 7-8-102(b), concerning filling Senate 
vacancies, is amended to read as follows:   
 (b)  If no general election for state and county officers occurs within twelve 
(12) months after the vacancy, the Governor shall call a special election to be held in 
accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-101 et seq. but in no event more than one 
hundred twenty (120) days after the vacancy occurs. 
  
 SECTION 46.  Arkansas Code § 7-9-111(h), concerning special elections on 
municipal referendum petition measures, is amended to read as follows:  
 (h)  Municipal referendum petition measures shall be submitted to the electors 
at a regular general election unless the petition expressly calls for a special election. 
If the date set by the petition does not allow sufficient time to comply with election 
procedures, then the city or town council shall fix the date for any special election on 
the referendum measure. The date of any special election shall be set in accordance 
with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. but in no event more than one hundred twenty 
(120) calendar days after the date of certification of sufficiency by the municipal 
clerk. 
 
 SECTION 47.  Arkansas Code Title 7 is amended to add an additional 
chapter to read as follows:   
 
CHAPTER 11- SPECIAL ELECTIONS 
 
SUBCHAPTER 1- 
ELECTIONS TO FILL VACANCIES 
 
 7-11-101. Calling elections to fill vacancies. 
 All special elections and other elections to fill a vacancy in an office shall be 
called by proclamation, ordinance, resolution, order, or other authorized document of 
the appropriate constituted authority. 
  
 7-11-102.  Content of calling document.   
 The proclamation, ordinance, resolution, order, or other authorized document 
of the appropriate constituted authority calling a special election or other election to 
fill a vacancy in an office shall set forth: 
  (1)  The date of the election; 
  (2)  The date of the special primary election, if any; 
  (3) The date of the special primary runoff election, if any is required;  
  (4)  The deadline for filing as a party candidate with the county clerk or 
Secretary of State, as the case may be; 
   
  (5)  The deadline for party conventions to select nominees if 
applicable; 
  (6)  The deadline for parties to issue certificates of nomination or 
certified lists of nominees, as the case may be, if applicable; 
  (7)  The deadline for candidates to file certificates of nomination, if 
applicable, with the county clerk or Secretary of State, as the case may be; 
  (8)  The deadline for filing as an independent candidate and the period 
in which petitions for independent candidacy may be circulated; 
  (9)  The deadline for filing as a write-in candidate if applicable; 
  (10)  The deadline for drawing for ballot position by the county board of 
election commissioners; and 
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  (11)  The date the election shall be certified by the county board in 
each county in which the election takes place and, if applicable, by the Secretary of 
State. 
 
 7-11-103.  Filling vacancies in state, federal, or district offices.   
 (a)  The proclamation, ordinance, resolution, order, or other authorized 
document of the appropriate constituted authority calling a special election to fill a 
state, federal, or district office shall be filed with the Secretary of State, who shall 
immediately transmit the document to the county board of election commissioners of 
each county where the special election shall be held.  
 (b)  The county board shall cause the proclamation, ordinance, resolution, 
order, or other authorized document to be published as soon as practicable in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the special election is held. 
 
 7-11-104.  Filling vacancies in local offices.   
 (a)  The proclamation, ordinance, resolution, order, or other authorized 
document of the appropriate constituted authority calling a special election to fill a 
local office shall be filed with the county clerk of the county administering the 
election, who shall immediately transmit the document to the county board of 
election commissioners of each county where the special election shall be held. 
 (b)  The county board shall cause the proclamation, ordinance, resolution, 
order, or other authorized document to be published as soon as practicable in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the special election is held. 
   
 7-11-105.  Special elections to be held on the second Tuesday of a month – 
Exceptions – Separate ballots.   
 (a)  Except as provided in this chapter, all special elections to fill vacancies in 
office and associated special primary elections shall be held on the second Tuesday 
of any month. 
 (b)  A special election scheduled to occur in a month in which the second 
Tuesday of the month is a legal holiday shall be held on the third Tuesday of the 
month.   
 (c)  A special election called in June of an even-numbered year shall be held 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month.   
 (d)(1)  Special elections held in months in which a preferential primary 
election or general election is scheduled to occur shall be held on the date of the 
preferential primary election or general election.  
  (2)  If a special election to fill a vacancy in office is held on the date of 
the preferential primary election, the names of the candidates in the special election 
shall be included on the ballot of each political party, and the portion of the ballot on 
which the special election appears shall be labeled with a heading stating “SPECIAL 
ELECTION FOR _________________” with the name of the office set out in the 
heading.   
  (3)  Separate ballots containing the names of the candidates to be 
voted on at the special election or nonpartisan judicial elections, if applicable, and 
any other measures or questions that may be presented for a vote shall be prepared 
and made available to voters requesting a separate ballot. 
  (4)(A)  A voter shall not be required to vote in a political party's 
preferential primary in order to be able to vote in the special election. 
   (B)(i)  If the special election is held at the same time as the 
general election, the names of the candidates in the special election shall be 
included on the general election ballot, and the portion of the ballot on which the 
special election appears shall be labeled with a heading stating “SPECIAL 
ELECTION FOR  _____________________________________ ” with the name of 
the office set out in the heading. 
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    (ii)  The county board may include the special election on 
a separate ballot if the special election is held at the same time as the general 
election and the commission determines that a separate ballot is necessary to avoid 
voter confusion. 
 (e)(1)  A special election to fill a vacancy in office shall be held not less than 
sixty-five (65) days following the date established in the proclamation, ordinance, 
resolution, order, or other authorized document for drawing for ballot position when 
the special election is to be held on the date of the preferential primary election or 
general election. 
  (2)  If a special election to fill a vacancy in office is not held at the same 
time as a preferential primary election or general election, the special election shall 
be held not less than fifty (50) days following the date established in the 
proclamation, ordinance, resolution, order, or other authorized document for drawing 
for ballot position.  
 
 7-11-106.  Special primary elections held in conjunction with regularly 
scheduled primary election -- Separate ballots optional.   
 (a)  When a special primary election is held on the date of the preferential 
primary election, the candidates to be voted upon at the special primary election 
shall be included on the ballot of each political party and the portion of the ballot on 
which the special primary election appears shall be labeled with a heading stating 
“SPECIAL PRIMARY ELECTION FOR 
_____________________________________ ” with the name of the party for which 
nomination is sought and the office set out in the heading. 
 (b)  The county board of election commissioners may include the special 
primary election on a separate ballot if the special primary election is held at the 
same time as a preferential primary election and the commission determines that a 
separate ballot is necessary to avoid voter confusion.  
 
 7-11-107.  Unopposed candidates.   
 (a)  If there is only one (1) candidate after all deadlines for filing as a 
candidate have passed in a special election or special primary election to fill a 
vacancy and if no other office or issue is on the ballot, the county board of election 
commissioners may provide that: 
  (1)  Polling places shall not be open on election day and the election 
shall be conducted by absentee ballot and early voting only; or    
  (2)  Only one (1) polling place shall be open and that polling place may 
be at the courthouse and may be staffed by the county clerk or as many poll workers 
as the county board deems necessary. 
 (b)  In a county that uses voting machines or an electronic vote tabulating 
device, the county board may: 
  (1)  Choose to use paper ballots counted by hand for the election; and  
  (2)(A)  Provide that no voting machines shall be used in the election.  
    
 
   (B)  If the county board chooses to provide that no voting 
machines shall be used in the election, any other provision in Arkansas law requiring 
the use of a voting machine shall not apply to this section.     
 
SUBCHAPTER 2- 
SPECIAL ELECTIONS ON MEASURES AND QUESTIONS 
 
 7-11-201.  Calling special elections on measures or questions.   
 Except for special school elections, all special elections on measures or 
questions referred to the voters by governmental entities as authorized by law shall 
be called by proclamation, ordinance, statute, resolution, order, or other authorized 
document of the properly constituted authority as required by law. 
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 7-11-202.  Calling special elections on state measures or questions.   
 (a)  The document under § 7-11-201 calling the special election on a state 
measure or question shall be filed with the Secretary of State, who shall immediately 
transmit the document to the county board of election commissioners in each county 
where the special election is to be held. 
 (b)  The county board shall publish the document as soon as practicable in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the special election is held. 
 
 7-11-203.  Calling special elections on local measures or questions.   
 (a)  The document under § 7-11-201 calling the special election on a local 
measure or question shall be filed with the county clerk of the county administering 
the election, who shall immediately transmit the document to the county board in 
each county where the special election is to be held. 
 (b)  The county board shall publish the document as soon as practicable in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the special election is held. 
 
 7-11-204.  Content of calling document.   
 (a)  The proclamation, ordinance, statute, resolution, order, or other 
authorized document of the properly constituted authority calling the special election 
shall state: 
  (1)  The date of the special election; 
  (2)  The full text of any measure or question for which the election is 
called; 
  (3)  The ballot title, if any, for the measure or question for which the 
election is called; and 
  (4)  Any other information required by law. 
 
 7-11-205.  Dates of special elections on measures and questions -- 
Exceptions -- Separate ballots.   
 (a)(1)(A)  Except as provided in subdivision (a)(1)(B) of this section, all 
special elections on measures or questions shall be held on the second Tuesday of 
any month, except special elections held under this section in a month in which a 
preferential primary election or general election is scheduled to occur shall be held 
on the date of the preferential primary election or general election.  
   (B)(i)  Special elections scheduled to occur in a month in which 
the second Tuesday is a legal holiday shall be held on the third Tuesday of the 
month. 
    (ii)  A special election called in June of an even-
numbered year shall be held on the fourth Tuesday of the month.   
  (2)(A)  If a special election is held on the date of the preferential 
primary election, the issue or issues to be voted upon at the special election shall be 
included on the ballot of each political party.   
    
 
   (B)  The portion of the ballot containing the special election shall 
be labeled with a heading stating “SPECIAL ELECTION ON _________________” 
with a brief description of the measure or question to be decided in the election.   
  (3)  Separate ballots containing the issue or issues to be voted on at 
the special election and candidates for nonpartisan judicial office shall be prepared 
and made available to voters requesting a separate ballot. 
  (4)  A voter shall not be required to vote in a political party’s 
preferential primary in order to be able to vote in the special election. 
 (b)(1)  A special election shall be held not less than sixty-five (65) days 
following the date that the proclamation, ordinance, resolution, order, or other 
authorized document is filed with the county clerk when the special election is to be 
held on the date of the preferential primary election or general election. 
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  (2)  If the special election is not held at the same time as a preferential 
primary election or general election, the special election shall be held not less than 
fifty (50) days following the date that the proclamation, ordinance, resolution, order, 
or other authorized document is filed with the county clerk. 
 
SUBCHAPTER 3- 
CERTAIN PROCEDURES FOR SPECIAL ELECTIONS 
 
 7-11-301.  Law governing special elections.   
 In cases of circumstances or procedures that may arise in connection with 
any special election for which there is no provision in law governing the 
circumstances or procedures, the special election shall be governed by: 
  (1)  The general election laws of this state; or  
  (2)  In the case of special primary elections, the primary election laws 
of this state. 
 
 7-11-302.  Special procedures for vacancies filled under Arkansas 
Constitution, Amendment 29.   
 (a)  Whenever a vacancy in office is to be filled under Arkansas Constitution, 
Amendment 29, the following shall apply:  
  (1)  The Governor shall issue a proclamation calling an election to fill a 
vacancy;  
  (2)  If the vacancy occurs less than one hundred eighty (180) days 
before a general election at which the vacancy is to be filled and the position is one 
that may be filled by partisan election, the political parties shall choose their 
nominees at a convention of delegates held in accordance with the party rules for 
the convention;  
  (3)  If the vacancy occurs more than one hundred eighty (180) days 
before the general election and is a position that may be filled by partisan election, 
the Governor shall certify in writing to the state committees of the respective political 
parties the fact of vacancy and shall request the respective state committees to 
make a determination and notify him or her in writing within ten (10) days with 
respect to whether the political parties desire to hold a special primary election or a 
convention of delegates under party rules to choose nominees;    
  (4)  If the state committee of any political party shall timely notify the 
Governor that it chooses to hold a special primary election, it is mandatory that any 
political party desiring to choose a nominee shall choose the nominee at a special 
primary election, and the Governor's proclamation shall set dates for both the special 
primary election and for any runoff primary election to be held if no candidate 
receives a majority of the vote at the special primary election; and   
  (5)  If no state committee of any political party timely notifies the 
Governor of the desire to hold either a primary election or convention of delegates, 
the Governor, in issuing his or her proclamation calling for the special election, shall 
declare that the nominee of any political party shall be chosen at a convention of 
delegates.   
 7-11-303.  Notice.   
 In addition to the publication of the calling document, notice of special 
elections under this chapter shall be published and posted under § 7-5-202 and 7-5-
206.   
 
 SECTION 48.  Arkansas Code § 12-10-318(a)(2), concerning special 
elections on emergency telephone service charges, is amended to read as follows:  
  (2)  Upon its own initiative, the governing authority of the political 
subdivision may call such a special election to be held in accordance with § 7-5-
103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
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 SECTION 49.  Arkansas Code § 13-2-501(b)(1), concerning an election for 
the establishment of a public library, is amended to read as follows: 
 (b)(1)  In a city of the first class, on petition of five percent (5%) of the voters 
requesting the establishment of a public library, the city council or governing body of 
the municipality within thirty (30) days after the filing of the petition shall call an 
election to be held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 50.  Arkansas Code § 14-14-915(b), concerning the time 
requirements for filing petitions, is amended to read as follows:   
 (b)  Time Requirements for Filing Petitions.    
  (1)   INITIATIVE PETITIONS.   All petitions for initiated county 
measures shall be filed with the county clerk not less than sixty (60) calendar days 
nor more than ninety (90) calendar days nor more than one hundred twenty (120) 
calendar days prior to the date established for the next regular election. 
  (2)  REFERENDUM PETITIONS.  All petitions for referendum on 
county measures must be filed with the county clerk within sixty (60) calendar days 
after passage and publication of the measure sought to be repealed. 
  (3)  CERTIFICATION.  All initiative and referendum petitions must be 
certified sufficient to the county board of election commissioners not less than forty 
(40) seventy (70) calendar days prior to a regular general election to be included on 
the ballot. If the adequacy of a petition is determined by the county clerk less than 
forty (40) seventy (70) days prior to the next regular election, the election on the 
measure shall be delayed until the following regular election unless a special 
election is called on a referendum measure as provided by law. 
 
 SECTION 51.  Arkansas Code § 14-14-917(a)(4), concerning special election 
associated with initiative and referendum petitions, is amended to read as follows:  
  (4)  Time of Special Election.   The county court shall fix the date for 
the conduct of any special elections on referendum measures. The date shall be not 
less than established under § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. When the electors 
exercise their powers to establish the necessity for a special election, the county 
court shall order an election according to the dates stated in § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 
et seq. 
 
 SECTION 52.  Arkansas Code § 14-20-108(a)(1)(B)(i)(b), concerning election 
of the issue of the levy of volunteer fire department dues and as amended by Act 
300 of 2009, is amended to read as follows:  
     (b)(1)  The issue may be placed on the ballot at a 
special election by order of the quorum court in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-
201 et seq. 
      (2)  The special election shall be held by 
August 1.   
 
 SECTION 53.  Arkansas Code § 14-37-112(a)(1), concerning the conversion 
of an incorporated town into a city of the second class, is amended to read as 
follows:  
 (a)(1)  Any incorporated town in this state may become a city of the second 
class by the adoption and publication of an ordinance, duly adopted and published 
as provided by law, converting the incorporated town into a city of the second class. 
However, after the adoption and publication of the ordinance, the qualified voters of 
the town shall vote in any general election, or a special election called by the mayor 
to be held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq., in favor of the 
ordinance. 
 
 SECTION 54.  Arkansas Code § 14-37-112(b)(2)(B), concerning special 
elections for officers after the conversion of an incorporated town to a city of the 
second class, is amended to read as follows:  
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  (B)  However, the mayor of the incorporated town which has been 
raised to a city of the second class may call a special election by proclamation, to be 
held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-101 et seq., which shall be published by 
two (2) insertions in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the city 
is located. This special election shall be held for the purpose of electing officers for 
the city of the second class. 
 
 SECTION 55.  Arkansas Code § 14-38-112(c)(2)(A), concerning special 
elections to elect municipal officers of a reactivated city or incorporated town, is 
amended to read as follows:   
   (2)(A)  If the county court determines that a majority of the 
qualified electors of the city or incorporated town, as reflected by the voter 
registration records of the county, has petitioned for the calling of a special election 
to elect the municipal officials of the city or incorporated town, the county court shall 
enter an order approving the petitions and shall call a special election to be held in 
accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-101 et seq. for the election of the officials of the 
city or incorporated town. 
 
 SECTION 56.  Arkansas Code § 14-38-113(a)(1), concerning special 
elections on reorganization under a different form of municipal government, is 
amended to read as follows:   
  (1)  When petitions shall be filed with the mayor containing the 
signatures of qualified electors of the municipality equal in number to fifteen percent 
(15%) of the aggregate number of votes cast at the preceding general municipal 
election of all candidates for mayor in the case of a municipality operating under the 
aldermanic form of government or the commission form of government, and for all 
candidates for the office of director for the director position for which the greatest 
number of votes were cast in the case of a municipality operating under the manager 
form of government, requesting that an election be called to submit the proposition 
of organizing the municipality under any other form of municipal government 
authorized by the laws of this state, a special election shall be called by the mayor 
by proclamation, to be held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. The 
proclamation, shall be published one (1) time at length in a newspaper having a 
general circulation in the municipality, and notice of the election shall be published in 
the newspaper one (1) time a week for two (2) weeks, with the first publication to be 
not less than fifteen (15) days before the date set for the election; 
  
 SECTION 57.  Arkansas Code § 14-38-113(a)(3)(B)(i), concerning special 
elections for municipal offices in municipalities reorganizing under a different form of 
municipal government, is amended to read as follows:   
  (B)(i)  However, if a municipality votes to change its form of 
government and the date of the election to change its form of municipal government 
is six (6) months or more prior to the next regular general election for municipal 
officials, the mayor of the municipality by proclamation shall call a special election, to 
be held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-101 et seq. for the purpose of electing 
municipal officials under the form of government adopted by the municipality. When 
the officials are elected, the municipality shall proceed to organize and operate 
under the newly adopted form of government. 
   
 SECTION 58.  Arkansas Code § 14-40-303(b)(1), concerning special 
elections on annexation, is amended to read as follows:  
 (b)(1)  The annexation ordinance shall not become effective until the question 
of annexation is submitted to the qualified electors of the annexing municipality and 
of the area to be annexed at the next general election or at a special election. The 
special election shall be called by ordinance or proclamation of the mayor of the 
annexing municipality in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
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 SECTION 59.  Arkansas Code § 14-40-303(f), concerning special elections 
on annexation held by more than one (1) city and as amended by Act 420 of 2009, is 
amended to read as follows:  
 (f)(1)  In the event that within thirty (30) days of the date that one (1) city calls 
for an annexation election, another city calls for an annexation election on all or part 
of the same land proposed to be annexed by the first city, then both annexation 
elections shall be held, provided that the second city must call for its annexation 
election to be held on the next available date in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-
201 et seq. before or after the holding of the first city's election. 
  (2)(A)  If the annexation election held first is approved by the voters, 
the results of it shall be stayed until the second annexation election is held. 
   (B)(i)  If only one (1) of the annexation elections is approved by 
the voters, then the city that called that election shall proceed with the annexation of 
the land. 
    (ii)(a)  Except as provided in subdivisions (f)(2)(B)(ii)(b) 
and (c) of this section, if both annexation elections are approved by the voters, then 
a third election shall be held three (3) weeks after the second annexation election. 
The provisions of § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. governing the procedures and dates 
on which special elections may be held shall not apply to the third annexation 
election provided in this subsection. 
     (b)  If the date of the third election falls upon a 
legal holiday, the election shall be held four (4) weeks after the second annexation 
election.   
     (c)  If the date of the election under subdivision 
(f)(2)(B)(ii)(b) of this section is a legal holiday, the election shall be held five (5) 
weeks after the second annexation election.   
    (iii)  Notice of the third election shall be published in a 
newspaper circulated in the area to be annexed during the period following the 
second election. 
    (iv)  Only the residents of the area proposed to be 
annexed by both cities shall vote in the third election. 
    (v)  The issue on the ballot in the third election shall be 
into which of the two (2) cities the residents of the area want to be annexed. 
    (vi)  The area shall be annexed into the city receiving the 
most votes in the third election. 
    (vii)  In the event of a tie vote in the third election, the 
area shall be annexed to the city that had the highest percentage vote in favor of the 
annexation in the first or second election. 
   
 
  (3)  If the city that does not get to annex the area voted on by both 
cities included land in its annexation election other than the land voted on by both 
cities, then that land shall be annexed into such city if it is still contiguous to such city 
after the other land is annexed to the other city, but such land shall remain part of 
the county if it is not so contiguous. 
 
 SECTION 60.  Arkansas Code § 14-40-1202(a)(1)(A), concerning special 
elections on the consolidation of municipalities, is amended to read as follows:  
 (a)(1)(A)  Upon presentation of the petition to the county court by the 
authorized persons, the court shall at once order and call a special election, to be 
held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. in both of the municipal 
corporations on the question of the annexation and the name of the proposed 
consolidated municipality. 
 
 SECTION 61.  Arkansas Code § 14-40-1207(a)(1), concerning special 
elections for alderman or all city officials, is amended to read as follows:  
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 (a)(1)(A)  Except as provided under subdivision (a)(1)(B) of this section, the 
city or town council shall call a special election of aldermen, to be held at such times 
and places as the council may direct pursuant to a proclamation issued by the mayor 
in accordance with § 7-5-103(a) 7-11-101 et seq., in the wards of the smaller 
municipality and for the election of aldermen from any other new wards that may be 
created by the council out of territory included in the larger city or incorporated town 
before the annexation, as provided in this subchapter. 
   (B)  If the petition calls for a citywide election for all officials of 
the new consolidated city or incorporated town, then the city or town council shall 
call a special election pursuant to a proclamation issued by the mayor in accordance 
with §  7-5-103(a) 7-11-101 et seq. for all city or town officials to be held at the times 
and places as it may direct throughout each ward of the consolidated city or 
incorporated town.  
 
 SECTION 62.  Arkansas Code § 14-42-203(a)  concerning special elections 
of mayors of cities of the first and second class, is amended to read as follows:  
 (a)  Special elections of mayors of cities of the first class and cities of the 
second class shall be held at such time and place as the council directs in 
accordance with § 7-5-103(a) 7-11-101 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 63.  Arkansas Code § 14-42-206(b), concerning nominating 
positions for municipal elections, is amended to read as follows:   
 (b)(1)  Any person desiring to become an independent candidate for 
municipal office in cities and towns with the mayor-council form of government shall 
file not more than ninety (90) nor less than seventy (70) days prior to the general 
election by 12:00 noon with the county clerk the petition of nomination in 
substantially the following forms: 
   (A)  For all candidates except aldermen in cities of the first class 
and cities of the second class: 
 
“PETITION OF NOMINATION 
We, the undersigned qualified electors of the city (town) of  . . . . ., Arkansas, being 
in number not less than ten (10) for incorporated towns and cities of the second 
(2nd) class, and not less than thirty (30) for cities of the first (1st) class, do hereby 
petition that the name of _____ be placed on the ballot for the office of _____ at the 
next election of municipal officials in 20 _____. 
 
Printed Name Signature Street Address Date of Birth            Date of 
           Signing 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .” 
 
   (B)  For candidates for alderman elected by ward in cities of the 
first class and cities of the second class, the nominating petitions shall be signed 
only by qualified electors of the ward in the following manner: 
 
“PETITION OF NOMINATION 
We, the undersigned qualified electors of Ward  . . . . . of the city of _____, 
Arkansas, being in number not less than ten (10) for incorporated towns and cities of 
the second (2nd) class, and not less than thirty (30) for cities of the first (1st) class, 
do hereby petition that the name of _____ be placed on the ballot for the office of 
Alderman, Ward _____, position _____, of the next election of municipal officials in 
20 _____. 
 
Printed Name Signature Street Address Date of Birth     Date of 
             Signing 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .” 
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   (C)  For at-large candidates for alderman of a ward in cities of 
the first class and cities of the second class, the nominating petitions shall be signed 
by any qualified elector of the city in the following manner: 
 
“PETITION OF NOMINATION 
We, the undersigned qualified electors of the city of  . . . . ., Arkansas, being in 
number not less than ten (10) for incorporated towns and cities of the second (2nd) 
class, and not less than thirty (30) for cities of the first (1st) class, do hereby petition 
that the name of _____ be placed on the ballot for the office of Alderman, Ward 
_____, position _____, of the next election of municipal officials in 20 _____. 
 
Printed Name Signature Street Address Date of Birth        Date of 
                Signing 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .” 
  (2)(A)  The county clerk shall determine whether the petition contains a 
sufficient number of qualified electors An independent candidate for municipal office 
may qualify by a petition of not fewer than ten (10) electors for incorporated towns 
and cities of the second class and not fewer than thirty (30) electors for cities of the 
first class of the ward or city in which the election is to be held.   
   (B)  The county clerk shall determine within ten (10) days of 
filing whether the petition contains the names of a sufficient number of qualified 
electors. 
   (C)  The county clerk promptly shall notify the candidate of the 
result.   
  (3)  Independent candidates for municipal office shall file a political 
practices pledge and an affidavit of eligibility at the time of filing their petitions. 
  (4)(A)  An independent candidate shall state the position, including the 
position number, if any, on his or her petition.   
   (B)  When a candidate has identified the position sought on the 
notice of candidacy, the candidate shall not be allowed to change the position but 
may withdraw a notice of candidacy and file a new notice of candidacy designated a 
different position before the deadline for filing.   
  (5)  The sufficiency of a petition filed under this section may be 
challenged in the same manner as election contests under § 7-5-801 et seq.   
  (6)  A person who has been defeated in a party primary shall not file as 
an independent candidate in the general election for the office for which he or she 
was defeated in the party primary. 
 
 SECTION 64.  Arkansas Code § 14-42-304(b), concerning special elections 
for amendments to a municipalities' charter, is amended to read as follows:  
  
 (b)  The amendment shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the 
municipality at a regular or special election called in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-
11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 65.  Arkansas Code § 14-43-411(b)(1), concerning special 
elections for certain alderman vacancies and as amended by Act 385 of 2009, is 
amended to read as follows:  
  (1)  If the unexpired portion of the term of alderman exceeds one (1) 
year, at the first regular meeting after the occurrence of the vacancy, the city council 
shall proceed to either elect by a majority vote of the remaining members elected to 
the council an alderman to serve for the unexpired term or call for a special election 
to be held in accordance with § 7-5-103(a) 7-11-101 et seq. to fill the vacancy; or 
 
 SECTION 66.  Arkansas Code § 14-44-103(a)(4)(B), concerning elections to 
approve a four-year term for certain alderman, is amended to read as follows:   
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  (B)  The voters shall vote on the ordinance at a general election or at a 
special election called for that purpose by proclamation of the mayor in accordance 
with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. However, the election to approve the four-year 
election procedure shall be held no later than February 1 of the year of the general 
election in which the procedure is proposed to be effective. 
 
 SECTION 67.  Arkansas Code § 14-44-106 is amended to read as follows:  
 14-44-106. Vacancy in mayor's office. 
 Whenever a vacancy occurs in the office of mayor in any city of the second 
class, at the first regular meeting after the occurrence of the vacancy, the city council 
shall proceed to either elect by a majority vote of the aldermen a mayor to serve the 
unexpired term or call for a special election to be held in accordance with § 7-5-
103(a) 7-11-101 et seq. to fill the vacancy. At this election, a mayor shall be elected 
to fill out the unexpired term. 
 
 SECTION 68.  Arkansas Code § 14-47-106(b)(1)(A), concerning elections on 
the city manager form of government, is amended to read as follows:   
  (1)(A)  When petitions containing the signatures of electors equal in 
number to fifteen percent (15%) of the aggregate number of ballots cast for all 
candidates for mayor in the preceding general city election are presented to the 
mayor, the mayor by proclamation shall submit the question of organizing the city 
under the manager form of government to the electors of the city at a special 
election to be held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 69.  Arkansas Code § 14-47-107(a)(1), concerning subsequent 
elections on the aldermanic form of government, is amended to read as follows:  
 (a)(1)  After the expiration of six (6) years after the date on which the first 
board of directors takes office in a city organized under this chapter, a petition may 
be presented to the mayor. It shall be signed by electors equal in number to fifteen 
percent (15%) of the aggregate number of ballots cast for all candidates for director 
in that position for which the greatest number of ballots were cast in the preceding 
general election. Whereupon, the mayor by proclamation shall submit the question 
of organization of the city under the aldermanic form of government at a special 
election to be held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 SECTION 70.  Arkansas Code § 14-47-110(a)(1), concerning the election of 
directors in a city manager form of municipal government, is amended to read as 
follows:   
 (1)(A)(i)  A special election to elect the initial membership of the board shall 
be called by the mayor as provided in § 14-47-106. 
    (ii)  The mayor's proclamation shall be in accordance with 
§ 7-5-103(a) 7-11-101 et seq. 
   (B)(i)  A special election to fill any vacancy under § 14-47-113 
shall be called through a resolution of the board of directors. 
    (ii)  A proclamation announcing the holding of the election 
shall be signed by the mayor and published in accordance with § 7-5-103(a) 7-11-
101 et seq.; 
 
 SECTION 71.  Arkansas Code § 14-48-104(b), concerning the submission of 
municipal governmental form questions to electors, is amended to read as follows:  
 (b)  If the number of signatures certified by the clerk is equal to or greater 
than fifteen percent (15%) of the aggregate number of votes cast, as prescribed, the 
Secretary of State shall call by proclamation in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-
201 et seq. a special election to be held not more than ninety (90) days from the 
date of the clerk's certification. 
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 SECTION 72.  Arkansas Code § 14-48-105(b)(2)(A)(i), concerning 
procedures for changing to another form of government in the city administrator form 
of municipal government, is amended to read as follows:  
  (2)(A)(i)  Thereupon, the mayor by proclamation in accordance with § 
7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. shall submit the question of organization of the city 
under the form of government stated in the petition at a special election to be held at 
a time specified therein. 
 
 SECTION 73.  Arkansas Code § 14-48-108(a), concerning the calling of 
elections for directors and mayors in the city administrator form of municipal 
government, is amended to read as follows:   
 (a)(1)  Within ten (10) days after the designation of the four (4) wards, the 
Secretary of State by proclamation in accordance with § 7-5-103(a) 7-11-101 et seq. 
shall call special primary and general elections to be held in the municipality for the 
purpose of electing seven (7) directors and a mayor. 
  (2)(A)  The primary election shall be held in accordance with § 7-5-
103(a) 7-11-101 et seq. 
   (B)  The special general election shall be held in accordance 
with § 7-5-103(a) 7-11-101 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 74.  Arkansas Code § 14-48-109(a)(1), concerning special 
elections for the initial membership of the board of directors and mayor in a city 
administrator form of municipal government, is amended to read as follows:   
  (1)(A)(i)  A special election for the election of the initial membership of 
the board of directors and mayor shall be called by the Secretary of State as 
provided in § 14-48-108. 
    (ii)  The proclamation shall be published in accordance 
with § 7-5-103(a) 7-11-101 et seq. 
    (iii)  For the initial election of directors and mayor, any 
person desiring to become a candidate shall file within twenty (20) days following the 
date of the proclamation by the Secretary of State with the city clerk or recorder a 
statement of candidacy in the form and with the supporting signatures as provided in 
this section. In all other respects, the initial elections shall be governed by the 
provisions of this chapter for holding municipal elections. 
   (B)(i)  Special elections to fill any vacancy under § 14-48-115 
shall be called through a resolution of the board. 
    (ii)  A proclamation of the election shall be signed by the 
mayor and published in accordance with § 7-5-103(a) 7-11-101 et seq. in some 
newspaper having a bona fide circulation in the municipality; 
 
 SECTION 75.  Arkansas Code § 14-48-114(b)(3), concerning the removal of 
mayors or directors in a city administrator form of municipal government, is amended 
to read as follows:   
  (3)  The county board of election commissioners shall issue a 
proclamation in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. calling a special 
election on the question and shall fix a date for holding it not more than ninety (90) 
days from the date of the certification of the petitions by the clerk. 
 
 SECTION 76.  Arkansas Code § 14-48-115(b), concerning mayor or director 
vacancies in the city administrator form of municipal government, is amended to 
read as follows:  
 (b)  If the vacancy occurs more than six 6) months prior to the next general 
municipal election, a special election to fill the vacancy shall be called by 
proclamation issued in accordance with § 7-5-103(a) 7-11-101 et seq. by: 
  (A)  The mayor, if the vacancy is in a board position; or 
  (B)  The highest ranking member of the board of directors, if the 
vacancy is in the mayor's position. 
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 SECTION 77.  Arkansas Code § 14-57-704(a)(1), concerning special 
elections for a city or town vehicle tax, is amended to read as follows:   
 (a)(1)  Before the vehicle tax levied by the governing body of any city of the 
first class or city of the second class or incorporated town upon vehicle owners 
residing in the city or town may be collected, the mayor shall call a special election in 
accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 78.  Arkansas Code § 14-61-113(1), concerning the petition 
process for special elections for selecting members of the board of directors in the 
city manager form of government, is amended to read as follows:  
  (1)  A petition that calls for an election on one (1) particular option for 
selecting members of the board of directors using the form of the question outlined 
in § 14-61-115(b) shall be filed with the city clerk and provided to the mayor. The city 
clerk shall note on the petition the date and time that it was filed. If such a petition 
contains the signatures of electors equal in number to fifteen percent (15%) of the 
number of ballots cast for the mayor, or if the mayor is not directly elected, for the 
director position receiving the highest number of votes in the last general election, 
then the mayor by proclamation in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
shall submit the question to the electors at a special election, provided: 
   (A)(i)  The city clerk shall verify the number of signatures on the 
petitions within ten (10) days of the date they are filed. 
    (ii)  If there are insufficient signatures on the petitions, the 
petitioners shall not receive any extensions for the petition. 
    (iii)  If, however, there are a sufficient number of 
signatures on the petitions but the city clerk is unable to verify the required number 
of signatures as those of qualified electors, then the petitioners will be given ten (10) 
days to provide a sufficient number of verified signatures; 
   (B)  The proclamation calling the special election shall be issued 
within three (3) working days of the date the city clerk verifies the number of 
signatures on the petitions; 
   (C)  The special election shall be held not more than sixty (60) 
days after the proclamation calling the election, provided that if the county board of 
election commissioners certifies in writing that it cannot prepare the ballots because 
of other pending elections, then the election can be held not more than ninety (90) 
days after the proclamation. 
 SECTION 79.  Arkansas Code § 14-61-119(g), concerning elections for the 
removal of directors in the city manager form of government, is amended to read as 
follows:  
 
 (g)  If the board shall find the petition thus submitted to it contains the 
requisite number of electors signed thereto and is otherwise found to be sufficient, it 
shall order and fix a date for holding an election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-
11-201 et seq. This date shall be not more than ninety (90) days from the date of the 
clerk's certificate to the board that a sufficient petition is filed. 
 
 SECTION 80.  Arkansas Code § 14-72-303(a), concerning special elections 
on the issuance of bonds by the county court, is amended to read as follows:  
 (a)  If the county court decides that it would be advantageous to issue bonds 
under the authority of Arkansas Constitution, Amendment 17 [repealed], this section, 
and §§ 14-72-301, 14-72-302, and 14-72-304 — 14-72-307, it shall order the 
submission of the question to the qualified electors of the county at a special election 
to be held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 81.  Arkansas Code § 14-72-606(a)(2), concerning special 
elections on the issuance of local government revenue bonds, is amended to read 
as follows:  
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   (2)  The question of the issuance of revenue bonds may be 
submitted at a special election called for that purpose in accordance with § 7-5-
103(b) 7-11-201 et seq., as provided in the ordinance, and held in the manner 
provided in this subchapter. 
 
 SECTION 82.  Arkansas Code § 14-116-303(a), concerning nomination and 
election of directors for water districts and as amended by Act 370 of 2009, is 
amended to read as follows:   
 (a)(1)   If a water district is composed of all or a portion of four (4) or more 
counties, then nominations for directors shall be upon petitions signed by at least 
fifty (50) qualified electors residing in the area of the district from which the director 
is to be elected. This petition shall be filed with the county board of election 
commissioners no later than July 1 clerk not later than 12:00 noon on July 1 before 
the general election. 
   (2)  If a water district is composed of all or a portion of less than 
four (4) counties, then nominations for directors shall be upon petitions signed by at 
least fifty (50) qualified electors residing in the part of the service area of the 
customers of the district from which the director is to be elected. This petition shall 
be filed with the county board of election commissioners no later than July 1 clerk 
not later than 12:00 noon on July 1 before the general election. 
 SECTION 83.  Arkansas Code § 14-120-209 is amended to read as follows:  
 14-120-209. Date of election. 
 The election shall be held on a date to be fixed by the directors of the 
drainage and levee improvement district at a special meeting called for that purpose 
in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. However, the date of the election 
shall be not less than sixty (60) days nor more than one hundred eighty (180) days 
next succeeding the date of the first publication of the notice of the filing of the 
outline of the project with the district as provided in § 14-120-206(c). 
 
 SECTION 84.  Arkansas Code § 14-122-104 is amended to read as follows:  
 14-122-104. Filing referendum petitions — Special election. 
 If petitions signed by not less than fifteen percent (15%) of the qualified 
electors voting on the office of mayor in the city at the last preceding general election 
are filed with the city clerk of the city within forty-five (45) days after the enactment of 
the ordinance creating the municipal drainage improvement district requesting that 
the ordinance be referred to a vote of the qualified electors of the district, the 
petitions shall be referred to the people at a special election to be called by the 
mayor of the municipality in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. to be 
held not more than ninety (90) days after the proclamation. 
 
 SECTION 85.  Arkansas Code § 14-142-208(a), concerning the issuance of 
local government library bonds, is amended to read as follows:  
 (a)  The question of the issuance of such bonds shall be submitted to the 
electors of the municipality or county at the general election, or at a special election 
called for that purpose in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq., as 
provided in the ordinance or order and held in the manner provided in this 
subchapter; provided, however, that no voter residing within a municipality levying a 
maintenance tax for libraries or levying a tax pledged for the purpose of retiring 
library bonds issued by the municipality or pledged to pay for capital improvements 
to or construction of a public library pursuant to Arkansas Constitution, Amendment 
30 and Amendment 72, shall be entitled to vote on the question of the issuance of 
bonds by the county within which the municipality is located as authorized pursuant 
to Arkansas Constitution, Amendment 38 and Amendment 72, and this section. 
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 SECTION 86.  Arkansas Code § 14-163-207(d)(2)(A), concerning special 
election on the levy of a special tax for certain purposes, is amended to read as 
follows:  
  (2)(A)  If the governing body finds that the petition is signed by the 
requisite owners of real property, it shall adopt an ordinance setting forth its finding 
and calling a special election to be held in the city in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-
11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 87.  Arkansas Code § 14-164-309(a), concerning the issuance of 
local government bonds, is amended to read as follows:  
 (a)  The question of the issuance of such bonds shall be submitted to the 
electors of the county or municipality at the general election or at a special election 
called for that purpose in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq., as 
provided in the ordinance and held in the manner provided in this subchapter. 
 
 SECTION 88.  Arkansas Code § 14-174-103(a)(2)(A), concerning special 
election on the levy of new economic development taxes, is amended to read as 
follows:  
  (2)(A)  However, no ordinance levying any tax authorized by this 
subchapter shall be valid until adopted at a special election in accordance with § 7-
5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. by qualified electors of the city or in the county where the 
tax is to be imposed, as the case may be. 
 
 SECTION 89.  Arkansas Code § 14-200-107 is amended to read as follows:  
 14-200-107. Election to authorize purchase by municipality. 
 Any municipality may determine to acquire the property of a public utility as 
authorized under the provisions of this act by the vote of the municipal council or city 
commission, taken after a public hearing, of which at least thirty (30) days' notice 
has been given, and ratified and confirmed by a majority of the electors voting 
thereon at any general or special municipal election held in accordance with § 7-5-
103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 90.  Arkansas Code § 14-201-109(b)(1), concerning special 
elections on the abolition or continuance of a utility commission, is amended to read 
as follows:  
 (b)(1)  If twenty-five percent (25%) of the electors of the city petition the city 
council to do so, a special election shall be ordered in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 
7-11-201 et seq. not later than fourteen (14) days from the date on which the petition 
was filed to be held at least ninety (90) days after the order on the question whether 
the utility commission shall be abolished or continued. 
  
  
 SECTION 91.  Arkansas Code § 14-206-103(a), concerning special elections 
on the acquisition of a gas or electric public utility by a municipality, is amended to 
read as follows:  
 (a)  Any municipality may determine to seek approval from the commission to 
acquire the property of a gas or electric public utility as authorized under the 
provisions of this chapter by the vote of the municipal council, city commission, or 
governing body taken after a public hearing, of which at least thirty (30) days' notice 
has been given by publication in newspapers having a general circulation within the 
municipality. This vote shall have been ratified and confirmed by a majority of the 
electors voting thereon at any special election held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 
7-11-201 et seq. 
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 SECTION 92.  Arkansas Code § 14-283-101 is amended to read as follows:  
 14-283-101. Petition for special election. 
 (a)  When petitions are filed with the county court of any county containing the 
signatures of ten percent (10%) or more of the qualified electors of all or any defined 
part of any county, or all or any defined part of any city, as determined by the 
number of votes cast by the qualified electors of the county, city, or designated 
portion thereof, for all candidates for Governor at the last preceding general election, 
requesting the establishment of a mosquito abatement district in the county or a 
designated portion of the county or in the city or designated portion of the city and 
requesting that assessed benefits be made on the property located in the district to 
finance the operation of the district, the county court shall call a special election in 
accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. in the county, city, or designated area 
of the city to determine whether a mosquito abatement district shall be established 
for the area. 
 (b)  Petitions filed pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall specifically 
define the area proposed to be included in a mosquito abatement district and shall 
specify the maximum assessed benefits or taxes which may be levied against 
property within the district for the support of the district. In no event shall the 
assessed benefits in any district exceed an amount equal to one percent (1%) of the 
assessed valuation of real property in the district. 
 (c)  The quorum court of the county may on its own motion enact an 
ordinance directing the county court to call a special election in accordance with § 7-
5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. in the county, city, or designated area of the city to 
determine whether a mosquito abatement district shall be established for the area. 
 
 SECTION 93.  Arkansas Code § 14-283-102(a), concerning special elections 
on the establishment and financing of a mosquito abatement district, is amended to 
read as follows:  
 (a)  The special election called by the county court to submit the question of 
the establishment and financing of a mosquito abatement district to the electors of 
the proposed district shall be held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
within ninety (90) days after the proclamation calling the election. 
 
 SECTION 94.  Arkansas Code § 14-284-205 is amended to read as follows:  
 14-284-205. Establishment by election. 
 (a)  When petitions are filed with the county court of any county wherein the 
fire protection district to be established is located in a single county or if the fire 
protection district is to be located in more than one (1) county and the petitions are 
filed with the county courts of all counties wherein the fire protection district is to be 
established, and the petitions contain the signatures of ten percent (10%) or more of 
the qualified electors within the proposed fire protection district boundaries, as 
determined by the number of votes cast by the qualified electors within the proposed 
fire protection district boundaries for all candidates for Governor at the last preceding 
general election, requesting the establishment of a fire protection district in the 
county or a designated portion thereof and requesting that assessments be made on 
the property or assessments be made on the landowners or assessments be made 
both on the property and the landowners located in the district to finance the 
operation of the district, the county court, or county courts if the fire protection district 
is located in more than one (1) county, shall call a special election in accordance 
with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. within the proposed fire protection district to 
determine whether a fire protection district shall be established for the area. 
 (b)(1)  The county court or county courts, if the proposed fire protection 
district is located in more than one (1) county, shall call a special election in 
accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. to submit the question of the 
establishment and financing of a fire protection district to the electors of a proposed 
district. 
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  (2)  The special election shall be held within ninety (90) days after the 
filing of the petitions requesting the election. 
  (3)  If the proposed fire protection district is located within more than 
one (1) county, the county courts shall set the date of the election on the same date 
and set the places of the election within the proposed fire protection district 
boundaries. 
  (4)  At the election, the question of establishing and financing the 
district shall be placed on the ballot in substantially the following form: 
“FOR the establishment of a fire protection district in  . . . . . (county),  . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . (designated area), and the levy of assessed benefits on real property in the 
district to finance the district  . . . . . [ ] 
AGAINST the establishment of a fire protection district in  . . . . . . . . . . (county),  . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (designated area), and the levy of assessed benefits on real 
property in the district to finance the district  . . . . . [ ]” 
 
 SECTION 95.  Arkansas Code § 14-284-224 is amended to read as follows:  
 14-284-224. Petition to annex territory to an existing district — Special 
election. 
 (a)(1)(A)  When petitions are filed with the board of commissioners of a fire 
protection district created pursuant to this subchapter containing the signatures of at 
least ten percent (10%) of qualified electors of a portion of the unincorporated area 
of the county, as determined by the number of votes cast by the qualified electors of 
that portion of the county for all candidates for Governor at the last preceding 
general election, requesting the annexation of the territory to an existing fire 
protection district created under this subchapter and requesting that assessed 
benefits be made on the property located within the area to be annexed to help 
finance the operation of the district, the board of commissioners shall conduct a 
public hearing on the petition. 
   (B)  If the board determines the annexation to be desirable, the 
board shall notify the quorum court, and the quorum court may at its discretion call a 
special election within the area of the existing fire protection district and the area 
proposed to be annexed to determine whether the annexation should occur. 
  (2)  No annexation shall occur except pursuant to an election under 
subsection (b) of this section or by ordinance under subsection (d) of this section. 
 (b)(1)  The special election called by the quorum court to submit the question 
of the annexation and financing of the fire protection district to the electors of the 
district and the area to be annexed shall be held no later than ninety (90) days after 
the proclamation of a special election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et 
seq. 
  (2)  At the election, the question of annexing the area to the district and 
the financing of the district shall be placed on the ballot in substantially the following 
form: 
“FOR the annexation of  . . . . . . . . . . (description of area to be annexed), and the 
levy of assessed benefits on real property within the area to be annexed to help 
finance the district  . . . . . [ ] 
 
AGAINST the annexation of  . . . . . . . . . . (description of area to be annexed), and 
the levy of assessed benefits on real property within the area to be annexed to help 
finance the district  . . . . . [ ]” 
 (c)  If a majority of those voting at the election who reside within the area to 
be annexed and a majority of those voting at the election who reside within the 
existing district vote in favor of the annexation, the area shall be deemed annexed 
and shall become a part of the fire protection district and governed accordingly. 
 (d)(1)  As an alternative to an election on the annexation issue, if the board of 
commissioners of a fire protection district is in favor of the annexation, the board 
may refer the petitions to the county quorum court that may then accomplish the 
annexation by enactment of a county ordinance providing for the annexation. 
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  (2)(A)(i)  However, the ordinance shall not go into effect until sixty (60) 
days after its enactment. 
    (ii)  During that time, if petitions calling for a referendum 
on the ordinance are presented to the quorum court and the petitions are signed by 
the number prescribed in subsection (a) of this section, the quorum court shall call a 
special election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. on the issue of the 
annexation. 
   (B)  The election shall be conducted as prescribed in subsection 
(b) of this section. 
   (C)  Unless at least a majority of those voting at the election 
who reside within the area to be annexed and a majority of those voting at the 
election who reside within the existing district vote in favor of the annexation, the 
annexation shall not occur. 
  (3)  If the petitions are filed within sixty (60) days after enacting the 
ordinance, the ordinance shall not go into effect until and unless the annexation is 
approved at the election provided for in this section. 
 (e)  An attempt at annexation under this section, whether successful or not, 
shall in no way reduce the bonding authority of the fire protection district, nor shall 
the failure of the attempt at annexation have any effect on the existing fire protection 
district. 
 (f)  No area shall be annexed under this section if it is located within the 
service area of another fire protection district or a nonprofit fire protection 
corporation. 
 
 SECTION 96.  Arkansas Code § 14-286-103(a), concerning special elections 
on the establishment and financing of a red imported fire ant abatement district, is 
amended to read as follows:  
 (a)  The special election called by the county court to submit the question of 
the establishment and financing of a red imported fire ant abatement district to the 
electors of the proposed district shall be held in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-
201 et seq. no later than ninety (90) days after the proclamation of the election. 
 
 SECTION 97.  Arkansas Code § 14-387-301(b), concerning special elections 
on the question of restraining horses, mules, asses, cattle, goats, swine, and sheep, 
or any two (2) or more of these animals, or the male species of them, from running 
at large, is amended to read as follows:  
 (b)  If petitioners shall file with their petition proper bond to be approved by 
the court conditioned to pay all the cost and expense of a special election, the court 
may call an election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. at any time 
upon the filing of the petition by giving notice of it as provided by law for general 
elections, if the petition contains twenty-five percent (25%) of the qualified electors 
residing within each township mentioned in the petition. 
 
 SECTION 98.  Arkansas Code § 15-4-3020(b), concerning special elections 
to issue bonds under the Arkansas General Obligation Economic Development 
Superprojects Bond and Project Funding Act, is amended to read as follows:  
 (b)  The proclamation shall be issued in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-
201 et seq., and notice of the special election shall be given by publication of the 
proclamation by one (1) insertion in one (1) newspaper of general circulation 
published in each county in the state not less than thirty (30) calendar days prior to 
the date of the election. 
 
 SECTION 99.  Arkansas Code § 15-43-204(a)(1), concerning special 
elections to redetermine a doe killing area, is amended to read as follows:  
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 (a)(1)  Whenever fifty (50) or more qualified electors residing within an area 
wholly or partly located within their particular county, which has been designated by 
regulation of the Arkansas State Game and Fish Commission as a doe killing area, 
petition the appropriate county court, praying that an election be held to determine 
whether or not such an area or portion thereof should remain a doe killing area, the 
county court shall order a special election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 
et seq. to be held not more than ninety (90) days after the date of filing of the 
petition. 
 
 SECTION 100.  Arkansas Code § 23-110-306(a), concerning special 
elections on subsequent referendums on horse racing, is amended to read as 
follows: 
 (a)  After the elapse of not less than two (2) years next following the date of 
any election conducted pursuant to § 23-110-304, upon petitions filed with it 
containing the signatures of qualified electors of the county of not less than fifteen 
percent (15%) of the total number voting in the election for county clerk of the county 
at the next preceding general election, together with a sum of money estimated by 
the county board of election commissioners as sufficient to pay all expenses of the 
election, the board shall call a special election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-
201 et seq. on the proposition of continuing horse racing in the county. 
 
 SECTION 101.  Arkansas Code § 23-111-306(a), concerning special 
elections on  subsequent referendums on greyhound racing, is amended to read as 
follows:  
 (a)  After the elapse of not less than four (4) years next following the date of 
any election conducted pursuant to § 23-111-304, the county board of election 
commissioners shall call a special election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 
et seq. on the proposition of continuing greyhound racing in the county. The election 
shall be called upon petitions filed with it containing the signatures of qualified 
electors of the county of not less than five percent (5%) of the total number voting in 
the election for county clerk of the county at the next preceding general election, 
together with a sum of money estimated by the board as sufficient to pay all 
expenses of the election. 
 
 SECTION 102.  Arkansas Code § 24-11-402(a), concerning special elections 
to suspend the applicability of § 24-11-401 et seq., is amended to read as follows:   
 (a)  The provisions of this subchapter shall be suspended and inoperative in 
any city affected by the provisions of this subchapter until made available by a vote 
favorable thereto of the majority of qualified electors of the cities participating in any 
election on the question and held at a special election in accordance with § 7-5-
103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. for the purpose of voting on the question. 
 
 SECTION 103.  Arkansas Code § 24-11-402(d), concerning special elections 
on the question of policemen's pension, is amended to read as follows: 
 (d)  In the event that for any reason the question of policemen's pension was 
not voted upon in the next general city election after June 10, 1937, the question 
may be submitted at a special election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et 
seq. held in the city as provided in this section. 
 
 SECTION 104.  Arkansas Code § 24-11-404(b), concerning special elections 
for tax levies for pensions in cities of the first and second class, is amended to read 
as follows:  
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 (b)(1)  In those cities that do not have a policemen's pension and relief fund 
but that cover their police officers under the Arkansas Local Police and Fire 
Retirement System, the tax shall also be allowed when approved by a majority of 
qualified electors of the cities participating in any election on the question and held 
at a special election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. for the 
purpose of voting on the question. 
  (2)  The election may be held in connection with the first general city 
election following March 6, 1989, but the failure to submit at a city or other election 
shall not defeat the right of submission at any subsequent election. 
  (3)  Upon the filing with the county board of election commissioners not 
later than ninety (90) days before the date of the election requested in a petition 
signed by twenty (20) or more qualified electors of the city affected and praying that 
the question of a policemen's pension be submitted, it shall be the duty of the county 
board of election commissioners to call the election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 
7-11-201 et seq. 
  (4)  In the event that for any reason the question of the policemen's 
pension is not voted upon in the next general city election after March 6, 1989, the 
question may be submitted at a special election held in the city as provided in this 
subsection. 
  (5)  The question on the ballot shall be as follows: 
“FOR Police Officer's Pension  . . . . . [ ] 
AGAINST Police Officer's Pension  . . . . . [ ]”. 
  (6)  The tax so levied shall not exceed one (1) mill on the dollar upon 
the assessed value of the real and personal property of the city or town. 
 
 SECTION 105.  Arkansas Code § 24-11-812(b)(3), concerning special 
elections on tax levies by the city council relating to firemen's relief and pension 
funds, is amended to read as follows:  
  (3)  Upon the filing with the county board of election commissioners not 
later than ninety (90) days before the date of the election requested in a petition 
signed by twenty (20) or more qualified electors of the city or town affected, stating 
the amount of tax to be voted on, not to exceed one (1) mill on the dollar, and 
praying that the question of a firemen's pension be submitted, it shall be the duty of 
the county board of election commissioners to call the election in accordance with § 
7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 106.  Arkansas Code § 24-12-103(c), concerning special elections 
on the question of the levying of a tax on paid nonuniformed employees' pensions, is 
amended to read as follows:  
 (c)  Upon the filing with the county board of election commissioners not later 
than ninety (90) days before the date of the election requested in a petition signed 
by twenty (20) or more qualified electors of the city affected and praying that the 
question of paid nonuniformed employees' pensions and the levying of a tax 
therefor, not exceeding one and one-half (1½) mills, be submitted, it shall be the 
duty of the county board of election commissioners to call the election in accordance 
with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 107.  Arkansas Code § 26-52-605(a), concerning special elections 
on the question of the imposition of an additional state tax of one percent (1%) to be 
administered and collected as a local sales tax upon the gross receipts or gross 
proceeds derived from taxable sales within the border city or town, is amended to 
read as follows:  
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 (a)  The governing body of an Arkansas border city or town, as described in § 
26-52-602, by ordinance, may call a special election, or, upon petition of not less 
than ten percent (10%) of the qualified electors of the Arkansas border city or town, 
as determined by the number of votes cast in the Arkansas border city or town for all 
candidates for election to the Office of Governor of Arkansas in the immediately 
preceding general election, filed with the city clerk of the city or town petitioning that 
a special election be called, a special election shall be called in accordance with §  
7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. in the city or town on the question of the imposition of an 
additional state tax of one percent (1%) to be administered and collected as a local 
sales tax upon the gross receipts or gross proceeds derived from taxable sales 
within the border city or town under the provisions of this chapter, and the proceeds 
derived therefrom shall benefit the State of Arkansas in lieu of the state income tax 
law applying to the net taxable income derived by individuals who are residents of 
the border city or town. 
 
 SECTION 108.  Arkansas Code § 26-73-111(b), concerning special elections 
on local sales and use taxes for the benefit of a county, city, or town, is amended to 
read as follows:  
 (b)  The special election shall be in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et 
seq. and conducted in the manner provided by law for all county or municipal 
elections unless otherwise specified in this section. 
 
 SECTION 109.  Arkansas Code § 26-74-210(a)(2)(C), concerning special 
elections on the levy or repeal of a county sales and use tax, is amended to read as 
follows:  
  (C)  The special election shall be called in accordance with § 7-5-
103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. for a date not more than ninety (90) days from the date on 
which the county clerk certifies the sufficiency of the petition to the county board of 
election commissioners. 
 
 SECTION 110.  Arkansas Code § 26-74-603(b)(2), concerning elections for a 
sales and use tax for capital improvements of a community college, is amended to 
read as follows:  
  (2)  The election shall be called by ordinance and proclamation issued 
in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 111.  Arkansas Code § 26-75-208(a)(1), concerning a special 
election by a city on the issue of a sales and use tax for capital improvements, is 
amended to read as follows:  
 (a)(1)  On the date of the filing of a petition described in § 26-75-207(b) or on 
the date of adoption of an ordinance levying a local sales and use tax for the benefit 
of the city, or within thirty (30) days following the filing of the petition described in § 
26-75-207(b) or adoption of the ordinance, the city by ordinance shall provide for the 
calling of a special election on the question in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-
201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 112.  Arkansas Code § 26-75-213(a)(4), concerning special 
elections on the resubmission of a question on the levy or repeal of a city sales and 
use tax, is amended to read as follows:  
  (4)  The special election shall be called in accordance with § 7-5-
103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. for a date not more than ninety (90) days from the date on 
which the city clerk certifies the sufficiency of the petition to the governing body of 
the city. 
 
 SECTION 113.  Arkansas Code § 26-75-308(a)(1), concerning special 
elections to approve sales and use taxes for capital improvements for cities, is 
amended to read as follows:  
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 (a)(1)  On the date of the filing of a petition described in § 26-75-307(b) or on 
the date of adoption of an ordinance levying a local sales and use tax for the benefit 
of the city, or within thirty (30) days following the filing of the petition described in § 
26-75-307(b) or adoption of the ordinance, the city by ordinance shall provide for the 
calling and holding of a special election on the question in accordance with § 7-5-
103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. 
 
 SECTION 114.  Arkansas Code § 26-75-404(a)(2), concerning special 
elections for a tax on the acquisition, construction, or improvement of parks, is 
amended to read as follows:  
  (2)  If the ordinance provides for submitting the question at a special 
election, the election shall be called in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et 
seq. for a date not more than ninety (90) days from the date of the adoption of the 
ordinance calling the special election. 
 
 SECTION 115.  Arkansas Code § 26-78-103(b)(1), concerning special 
elections on county and municipal motor vehicle taxes, is amended to read as 
follows:  
 (b)(1)  Notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter, before the tax levied 
by any county quorum court upon owners residing everywhere in the county or only 
upon owners residing within the county but outside the corporate boundaries of all 
municipalities in the county may be collected, the county court shall call a special 
election in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq. upon the first levy of the 
tax by the county quorum court, to be held not more than ninety (90) days from the 
date of the adoption of the levy of the tax by the quorum court, at which the qualified 
electors of the area to be affected by the tax shall vote on the question of the levy of 
the tax. 
 
 SECTION 116.  Arkansas Code § 27-64-206(a), concerning special elections 
under the Arkansas Highway Financing Act of 1999, is amended to read as follows:  
 (a)  No bonds shall be issued under this subchapter unless the issuance of 
bonds has been approved by a majority of the qualified electors of the state voting 
on the question at a statewide special election called by proclamation of the 
Governor in accordance with § 7-5-103(b) 7-11-201 et seq.” 
 
 (SIGNED)  SENATOR STEVE FARIS 

 

 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 Senate Bill No. 894 was ordered engrossed. 
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 On motion of Senator Wyatt, Senate Bill No. 876 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on INSURANCE & COMMERCE, and placed back on second reading for 

purpose of Amendment No. 3. 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 3 to SENATE BILL NO. 876 

 

 Amend Senate Bill No. 876 as engrossed, S3/24/09: 

Page 5, line 16, delete "(b)" and substitute "(b)(1)" 
 
AND 
 
Page 5, delete line 18, and substitute the following: 
"according to this section. 
      (2)  All cities and counties receiving funds 
under this section shall also submit to the board no later than April 1 of each year, a 
copy of all documents reflecting the 911 funds received for the previous calendar 
year including without limitation wireless, wireline, general revenues, sales taxes, 
and other sources used by the city or county for 911 services." 
 
 

 (SIGNED)  SENATOR DAVID WYATT 

 

 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 Senate Bill No. 876 was ordered engrossed. 
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 On motion of Senator Steele, Senate Bill No. 1005 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, and 

placed back on second reading for purpose of Amendment No. 1. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 1 to SENATE BILL NO. 1005 

 

 Amend Senate Bill No. 1005 as originally introduced: 

Delete everything following the enacting clause and substitute the following:  
 “SECTION 1.  Arkansas Code § 15-4-301 is amended to read as follows:   
 15-4-301.  Definitions Title. 
 As used in this subchapter: 
  (1)  “Division” means the Division of Minority Business Enterprise of 
the Department of Economic Development; and 
  (2)  “Minority business enterprise” means a business enterprise that is 
owned or controlled solely by one (1) or more socially or economically 
disadvantaged persons. The disadvantage may arise from cultural, racial, chronic 
economic circumstances or background, or other similar cause. 
 This subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Minority Business 
Economic Development Act".   
 
 SECTION 2.  Arkansas Code § 15-4-302 is amended to read as follows:  
 15-4-302.  Creation Purpose. 
 The Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Department of Economic 
Development: 
  (1)  Is established and confirmed within the Department of Economic 
Development under the jurisdiction of the Arkansas Economic Development 
Commission; 
  (2)  Shall be operated as a division within the department; and 
  (3)  Shall perform the functions and duties as provided in this 
subchapter. 
 (a)  The General Assembly finds that it is the policy of the State of Arkansas 
to support equal opportunity as well as economic development in every sector. 
 (b)  The General Assembly recognizes that it is the purpose of this 
subchapter to support to the fullest all possible participation of firms owned and 
controlled by minority persons in state-funded and state-directed public construction 
programs and in the purchase of goods and services for the state. 
 (c)  All state agencies shall attempt to ensure that ten percent (10%) of the 
total amount expended in state-funded and state-directed public construction 
programs and in the purchase of goods and services for the state each fiscal year is 
paid to minority businesses.   
 
 SECTION 3.  Arkansas Code § 15-4-303 is amended to read as follows:  
 15-4-303.  Advisory council Definitions. 
 (a)  The Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Department of 
Economic Development shall be represented by a statewide Minority Business 
Advisory Council and shall report to that council. 
 (b)(1)  The council shall consist of seven (7) members. 
  (2)  The council shall: 
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   (A)  Monitor progress, make recommendations, and develop 
strategic plans for performance improvement; and 
   (B)  Report to the Governor, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate. 
 (c)(1)  The Governor shall appoint three (3) members of the council with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 
  (2)  The President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall appoint two (2) 
members of the council. 
  (3)  The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint two (2) 
members of the council. 
  (4)  Appointments shall be representative of the minority business 
community, resource organizations, entrepreneurs, corporations, and other minority 
business advocates. 
 (d)  Except as otherwise provided by law, members of the council shall serve 
without compensation. 
 (e)  The term of office of the council shall be at the pleasure of the appointing 
officer. 
 As used in this subchapter: 
  (1)(A)  “Exempt” means goods and services classified as exempt for 
the purpose of administering this subchapter. 
    (B)  The classification shall be determined by the Office 
of State Procurement of the Department of Finance and Administration and the 
Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic Development 
Commission and submitted to the Arkansas Economic Development Council for its 
review and consideration for the purposes of this subchapter; 
  (2)  “Minority” means a lawful permanent resident of this state who is: 
   (A)  African American; 
   (B)  Hispanic American; 
   (C)  American Indian;  
   (D)  Asian American; or 
   (E)   Pacific Islander American; 
  (3)  “Minority business enterprise” means a business that is at least 
fifty-one percent (51%) owned by one (1) or more minority persons as defined in this 
section; 
  (4)  "Minority business officer" means the individual within each state 
agency with the responsibility for carrying out the intended purposes of this 
subchapter;  
  (5)(A)  “Nonexempt” means goods and services classified as 
nonexempt for the purpose of administering this subchapter, 
   (B)  The classification shall be determined by the office and the 
division and submitted to the council for its review and consideration for the 
purposes of this subchapter; 
  (6)  “Procurement” means buying, purchasing, renting, leasing, or 
otherwise acquiring any goods or services; 
  (7)  “State agency” means a department, an office, a board, a 
commission, or an institution of this state, including a state-supported institution of 
higher education; and 
  (8)  “State contract” means a state agreement regardless of what it 
may be called, for the purchase of commodities and services and for the disposal of 
surplus commodities and services not otherwise exempt. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Arkansas Code § 15-4-304 is amended to read as follows:  
 15-4-304.  Administrator Creation. 
 The head of the Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Department of 
Economic Development is the Administrator of the Division of Minority Business 
Enterprise of the Department of Economic Development and shall be appointed by 
the Governor. 
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 The Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission: 
  (1)  Is established and confirmed within the Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission under the jurisdiction of the Arkansas Economic 
Development Council; 
  (2)  Shall be operated as a division within the department; and 
  (3)  Shall perform the functions and duties as provided in this 
subchapter. 
 
 SECTION 5.  Arkansas Code § 15-4-305 is amended to read as follows: 
 15-4-305.  Duties Administrator. 
 The Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Department of Economic 
Development shall: 
  (1)  Provide technical, managerial, and counseling services and 
assistance to minority business enterprises; 
  (2)  With the participation of other state departments and agencies as 
appropriate: 
   (A)  Develop comprehensive plans and specific program goals 
for a minority business enterprise program; 
   (B)  Establish regular performance monitoring and reporting 
systems to assure that goals are being achieved; and 
   (C)  Evaluate the impact of federal and state support in 
achieving the objectives established by the Department of Economic Development; 
  (3)  Implement state policy in support of minority business enterprise 
development and may coordinate the plans, programs, and operations of state 
government that affect or may contribute to the establishment, preservation, and 
strengthening of minority business enterprises; 
  (4)  Coordinate, make application for, and administer federal funding 
grants from the United States Office of Minority Business Enterprise and other 
federal agencies where applicable; 
  (5)  Promote the mobilization of activities and resources of state 
agencies and local governments, business and trade associations, universities, 
foundations, professional organizations, and volunteer and other groups toward the 
growth of minority business enterprises, and facilitate the coordination of the efforts 
of these groups with those of other state departments and agencies; 
  (6)  Establish a center for the development, collection, and 
dissemination of information that will be helpful to persons and organizations 
throughout the state in undertaking or promoting the establishment and successful 
operation of minority business enterprises; 
  (7)  Conduct coordinated reviews of all proposed state training and 
technical assistance activities in direct support of the minority business enterprise 
program to ensure consistency with program goals and to preclude duplication of 
effort of other state agencies with overlapping jurisdictions; 
  (8)  Recommend appropriate legislative or executive actions to 
enhance minority business opportunities in this state; 
  (9)  Assist minority businesses in obtaining governmental or 
commercial financing for business expansion, establishment of new businesses, or 
industrial development projects; 
  (10)  Provide services to promote the organization of local 
development corporations for rural development and assist minority businessmen in 
agrarian endeavors; 
  (11)  Assist minority businesses to promote reciprocal foreign trade 
and investment; 
  (12)  Assist minority businessmen in business contract procurement 
from governmental and private commercial sources; and 
  (13)  Provide a program effort to ensure participation of veterans in 
Arkansas, minority business enterprise activities. 
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 The head of the Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas 
Economic Development Commission is the Administrator of the Division of Minority 
Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission and shall 
be appointed by the Governor. 
 
 SECTION 6.  Arkansas Code Title 14, Chapter 4, Subchapter 3 is amended 
to add additional sections to read as follows:  
 15-4-306.  Duties.   
 The Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission shall: 
  (1)  Provide technical, managerial, and counseling services and 
assistance to minority business enterprises; 
  (2)  With the participation of other state departments and agencies as 
appropriate: 
   (A)  Develop comprehensive plans and specific program goals 
for a minority business enterprise program; 
   (B)  Establish regular performance monitoring and reporting 
systems to assure that goals are being achieved; and 
   (C)  Evaluate the impact of federal and state support in 
achieving the objectives established by the Arkansas Economic Development 
Commission; 
  (3)  Implement state policy in support of minority business enterprise 
development and coordinate the plans, programs, and operations of state 
government that affect or may contribute to the establishment, preservation, and 
strengthening of minority business enterprises; 
  (4)  Coordinate, make application for, and administer federal funding 
grants from the Minority Business Development Agency of the United States 
Department of Commerce and other federal agencies where applicable; 
  (5)  Promote the mobilization of activities and resources of state 
agencies and local governments, business and trade associations, universities, 
foundations, professional organizations, and volunteer and other groups toward the 
growth of minority business enterprises, and facilitate the coordination of the efforts 
of these groups with those of other state departments and agencies; 
  (6)  Establish a center for the development, collection, and 
dissemination of information that will be helpful to persons and organizations 
throughout the state in undertaking or promoting the establishment and successful 
operation of minority business enterprises; 
  (7)  Conduct coordinated reviews of all proposed state training and 
technical assistance activities in direct support of the minority business enterprise 
program to ensure consistency with program goals and to preclude duplication of 
effort of other state agencies with overlapping jurisdictions; 
  (8)  Recommend appropriate legislative or executive actions to 
enhance minority business opportunities in this state; 
  (9)  Assist minority businesses in obtaining governmental or 
commercial financing for business expansion, establishment of new businesses, or 
industrial development projects; 
  (10)  Provide services to promote the organization of local 
development corporations for rural development and assist minority businessmen in 
agrarian endeavors; 
  (11)  Assist minority businesses to promote reciprocal foreign trade 
and investment; 
  (12)  Assist minority businessmen in business contract procurement 
from governmental and private commercial sources; and 
  (13)  Provide a program effort to ensure participation of veterans in 
Arkansas minority business enterprise activities. 
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 15-4-307  Minority Business Advisory Council.   
 (a)  The Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission shall be represented by a statewide Minority Business 
Advisory Council and shall report to that council. 
 (b)(1)  The council shall consist of seven (7) members. 
  (2)  The council shall: 
   (A)  Monitor progress, make recommendations, and develop 
strategic plans for performance improvement; and 
   (B)  Report to the Governor, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate. 
 (c)(1)  The Governor shall appoint three (3) members of the council with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 
  (2)  The President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall appoint two (2) 
members of the council. 
  (3)  The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint two (2) 
members of the council. 
  (4)  Appointments shall reflect and be representative of the minority 
business community, resource organizations, entrepreneurs, corporations, and other 
minority business advocates. 
 (d)  Except as otherwise provided by law, members of the council shall serve 
without compensation. 
 (e)  The term of office of the council shall be at the pleasure of the appointing 
officer. 
 (f)  There is established a formal relationship between the council and the 
Administrator of the Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas 
Economic Development Commission. 
 (g)(1)  The administrator and the small disadvantaged business officer shall 
be the liaison to the council and shall be responsible for submitting to the council any 
reports and documents under the provisions of this section. 
  (2)  Their duties in relation to this section shall be considered official 
duty in the conduct of state business. 
 (h)  The council's duties and responsibilities shall be to: 
  (1)  Review reports and interpret each agency's achievement of its 
goals; 
  (2)  Advise the Governor when an agency has not reached its goals; 
  (3)  Make annual reports to the Governor; 
  (4)  Recommend to the state agency, the division, and the Office of 
State Procurement of the Department of Finance and Administration corrective 
actions to strengthen minority business opportunities in the state; and 
  (5)  Conduct public hearings when necessary to obtain public input and 
support for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this subchapter. 
 (i)  Each state agency, through its minority business officer, shall submit to 
the division, the council, and the office outline the agency’s plan to reach its goals for 
the coming fiscal year and shall: 
  (1)  Be submitted to the division by June 30 of each year; 
  (2)  Contain the name of the state agency submitting the plan; 
  (3)  Contain a policy statement signed by the agency head expressing 
a commitment to use minority businesses in all aspects of contracting to the 
maximum extent feasible; 
  (4)  Identify the name of the minority business officer in the agency 
who is responsible for developing and administering the compliance plan; 
  (5)  Establish a time table for the agency to reach its goals under the 
plan and the manner in which the agency intends to reach its goals; and 
  (6) Contain any other procedures the division deems necessary to 
comply with the goals and the compliance plan. 
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15-4-308.  Administration.   
 (a)  The Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission and the Office of State Procurement of the Department of 
Finance and Administration shall serve as the principal coordinators of the initiative 
to ensure the successful implementation of this subchapter. 
 (b)  The division and the office shall provide assistance to minority businesses 
seeking contract opportunities with various state agencies. 
 (c)  The division and the office shall maintain a directory of all minority 
business officers for each state agency. 
 (d)  The division and the office shall provide management and technical 
assistance to any state agency that experiences difficulty in complying with the 
provisions of this subchapter. 
 (e)  The division and the office shall maintain a current directory of minority 
businesses and shall make the directory available to each state agency and minority 
business officer. 
 (f)  The division shall serve as a central clearinghouse for information on state 
contracts, including a record of all pending state contracts upon which minority 
businesses may participate. 
 
 15-4-309.  Exempt contracts.   
 Upon the approval of the Minority Business Advisory Council, the Division of 
Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission 
and the Office of State Procurement of the Department of Finance and 
Administration shall determine the classifications of contracts to be exempted from 
the goals established by this subchapter whenever there exists an insufficient 
number of minority businesses to ensure adequate competition. 
 
 15-4-310.  Minority business officer.   
 (a)  Each state agency shall designate an individual as its minority business 
officer. 
 (b)  The minority business officer shall be the person within the agency with 
whom the Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission and the Minority Business Advisory Council shall work in 
its efforts to accomplish the goals of this subchapter. 
 (c)  Upon the appointment of the minority business officer in each state 
agency, the agency shall notify the division and the Office of State Procurement of 
the Department of Finance and Administration. 
 
 SECTION 7.  Arkansas Code § 15-4-311 is amended to read as follows:   
 15-4-311.  Title Annual minority purchasing plan. 
 This section and §§ 15-4-312 — 15-4-320 shall be known and may be cited 
as the “Minority Business Economic Development Act”. 
 (a)  Prior to June 30 each year, each state agency shall submit to the Division 
of Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic Development 
Commission and the Office of State Procurement of the Department of Finance and 
Administration a minority purchasing plan that shall outline the agency's plan to 
reach its goals for the coming fiscal year.  
 (b)  The minority purchasing plan shall include without limitation:  
  (1)  The name of the state agency;  
  (2)  A policy statement signed by the agency head expressing a 
commitment to use minority business in all aspects of contracting to the maximum 
extent feasible;  
  (3)  The name of the minority business officer in the agency who is 
responsible for developing and administering the compliance plan;  
  (4)  The time table for the agency to reach its goals under the plan and 
the manner in which the agency intends to reach its goals; and  
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  (5)  Any other procedures the agency deems necessary to comply with 
the goals and the compliance plan.   
 SECTION 8.  Arkansas Code § 15-4-312 is amended to read as follows:  
 15-4-312.  Purpose State agencies to submit reports. 
 The General Assembly finds it is the policy of the State of Arkansas to 
support equal opportunity as well as economic development in every sector. The 
General Assembly recognizes as the purpose of this section and §§ 15-4-311 and 
15-4-313 — 15-4-319, to support to the fullest all possible participation of firms 
owned and controlled by minority persons in state-funded and directed public 
construction programs and in the purchase of goods and services for the state. The 
annual procurement goal of ten percent (10%) for state agencies with minority 
businesses each year is established. 
 The Minority Business Advisory Council shall require each state agency to 
produce within fifteen (15) days of the close of each three-month period a report 
summing up total procurement for all contracts, except exempt contracts of the 
agency, and the dollar value and the percentage of the contracts of the agency 
awarded to minority businesses. 
 
 SECTION 9.  Arkansas Code § 15-4-313 is amended to read as follows:   
 15-4-313.  Definitions Accelerated payments. 
 As used in this section and §§ 15-4-311, 15-4-312, and 15-4-314 — 15-4-319: 
  (1)  “Advisory Council” or “council” means the Minority Business 
Advisory Council; 
  (2)  “Director” means the Administrator of the Division of Minority 
Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission; 
  (3)  “Division” means the Division of Minority Business Enterprise of 
the Arkansas Economic Development Commission; 
  (4)(A)  “Exempt” and “nonexempt” mean goods and services classified 
as either exempt or nonexempt for the purpose of administering this section and §§ 
15-4-311, 15-4-312, and 15-4-314 — 15-4-319. 
   (B)  The classification shall be determined by the Office of State 
Procurement and the division and submitted to the council for its review and 
consideration for the purposes of this section and §§ 15-4-311, 15-4-312, and 15-4-
314 — 15-4-319; 
  (5)  “Minority” means a lawful permanent resident of this state who is: 
   (A)  An African American; 
   (B)  An Hispanic American; 
   (C)  An American Indian; or 
   (D)  An Asian a Pacific Islander; 
  (6)  “Minority business enterprise” means a business that is at least 
fifty-one percent (51%) owned by one (1) or more minority persons as defined in this 
section; 
  (7)  “Procurement” means buying, purchasing, renting, leasing, or 
otherwise acquiring any goods or services; 
  (8)  “State agency” means all departments, offices, boards, 
commissions, and institutions of the state, including the state-supported institutions 
of higher education; and 
  (9)  “State contract” means all types of state agreements, regardless of 
what they may be called, for the purchase of commodities and services and for the 
disposal of surplus commodities and services not otherwise exempt. 
 To ensure that minority businesses are not financially hindered due to delays 
in payment by state agencies entering into contracts with minority businesses under 
this subchapter, state agencies shall accelerate payment to minority vendors to 
preclude accounts receivable problems of minority businesses caused by the State 
of Arkansas. 
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 SECTION 10.  Arkansas Code § 15-4-314 is amended to read as follows:  
 15-4-314.  Minority Business Advisory Council Minority business enterprises 
certification process. 
 (a)  There is established a formal relationship between the Minority Business 
Advisory Council and the minority business officer. 
 (b)(1)  The minority business officer and the small disadvantaged business 
officer shall be the liaison to the council and shall be responsible for submitting to 
the council any reports and documents under the provisions of this section and §§ 
15-4-311 — 15-4-313 and 15-4-315 — 15-4-319. 
  (2)  Their duties in relation to this section and §§ 15-4-311 — 15-4-313 
and 15-4-315 — 15-4-319 shall be considered official duty in the conduct of state 
business. 
 (c)  The council's duties and responsibilities shall be to: 
  (1)  Review reports and interpret each agency's achievement of its 
goals; 
  (2)  Advise the Governor when an agency has not reached its goals; 
  (3)  Make annual reports to the Governor; 
  (4)  Recommend to the state agency, the Division of Minority Business 
Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission, and the Office of 
State Procurement corrective actions to strengthen minority business opportunities 
in the state; and 
  (5)  Conduct public hearings when necessary to obtain public input and 
support for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this section and §§ 15-4-311 
— 15-4-313 and 15-4-315 — 15-4-319. 
 (a)  The Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission shall promulgate rules to create a certification process for 
minority business enterprises. 
 (b)  The certification process shall include without limitation: 
  (1)  Criteria for certification that shall include without limitation: 
   (A)  A determination that the business is structured as a minority 
business enterprise; 
   (B)  Verification of minority ownership and control of the 
business; and 
   (C)  Annual updates indicating continuing minority ownership 
and control; 
  (2)  A formal application process; 
  (3)  An education program to assist minority business enterprises in 
achieving certification; and 
  (4)  An outreach to ensure the broadest possible participation of 
minority business enterprises and persons proposing new minority business 
enterprises. 
 (c)  The Office of State Procurement of the Department of Finance and 
Administration shall cooperate with the division to the fullest extent possible in 
sharing information concerning certification and registration of minority business 
enterprises carrying out the purposes of this section. 
 
 SECTION 11.  Arkansas Code §§ 15-4-315 - 15-4-320 are repealed.   
 15-4-315.  Administration. 
 (a)  The Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Department of 
Economic Development and the Office of State Procurement of the Department of 
Finance and Administration shall serve as the principal coordinators of the initiative 
to ensure the successful implementation of this section and §§ 15-4-311 — 15-4-314 
and 15-4-316 — 15-4-319. 
 (b)  The division and the office shall provide assistance to minority businesses 
seeking contract opportunities with various state agencies. 
 (c)  The division and the office shall maintain a directory of all minority 
business officers for each state agency. 
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 (d)  The division and the office shall provide management and technical 
assistance to any state agency who is experiencing difficulties in complying with the 
provisions of this section and §§ 15-4-311 — 15-4-314 and 15-4-316 — 15-4-319. 
 (e)  The division and the office shall maintain a current directory of minority 
businesses and shall make the directory available to each state agency and minority 
business officer. 
 (f)  The division shall serve as a central clearinghouse for information on state 
contracts, including a record of all pending state contracts upon which minority 
businesses may participate. 
 
 15-4-316.  Exempt contracts. 
 Upon the approval of the Minority Business Advisory Council, the Division of 
Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission, 
and the Office of State Procurement shall determine the classifications of contracts 
to be exempted from the goals established by this section and §§ 15-4-311 — 15-4-
315 and 15-4-317 — 15-4-319 whenever there exists an insufficient number of 
minority businesses to ensure adequate competition. 
 
 15-4-317.  Minority business officer. 
 (a)  Each state agency shall designate an individual as its minority business 
officer. 
 (b)  The minority business officer shall be the person within the agency with 
whom the Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission and the Minority Business Advisory Council shall work in 
its efforts to accomplish the goals of this section and §§ 15-4-311 — 15-4-316, 15-4-
318, and 15-4-319. 
 (c)  Upon the appointment of the minority business officer in each state 
agency, the agency shall notify the division and the Office of State Procurement. 
 
 15-4-318.  State agencies to submit reports. 
 The Minority Business Advisory Council shall require each state agency to 
produce within fifteen (15) days of the close of each six-month period a report 
summing up total procurement for all contracts, except exempt contracts of the 
agency, and the dollar value and the percentage of the contracts of the agency 
awarded to small businesses and small disadvantaged businesses. 
 
 15-4-319.  Accelerated payments. 
 To ensure that minority businesses are not financially hindered due to delays 
in payment by state agencies entering into contracts with minority businesses under 
the provisions of this section and §§ 15-4-311 — 15-4-318, state agencies shall 
accelerate payment to minority vendors to preclude accounts receivable problems of 
minority businesses caused by the State of Arkansas. 
 
 15-4-320.  Minority business enterprises certification process. 
 (a)  The Division of Minority Business Enterprise of the Department of 
Economic Development shall promulgate rules to create a certification process for 
minority business enterprises. 
 (b)  The certification process shall include, but not be limited to: 
  (1)  Criteria for certification that shall include, but not be limited to: 
   (A)  A determination that the business is structured as a minority 
business enterprise; 
   (B)  Verification of minority ownership and control of the 
business; and 
   (C)  Annual updates indicating continuing minority ownership 
and control; 
  (2)  A formal application process; 
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  (3)  An education program to assist minority business enterprises in 
achieving certification; and 
  (4)  An outreach to ensure the broadest possible participation of 
minority business enterprises and persons proposing new minority business 
enterprises. 
 (c)  The Office of State Procurement of the Department of Finance and 
Administration shall cooperate with the division to the fullest extent possible in 
sharing information concerning certification and registration of minority business 
enterprises carrying out the purposes of this section.” 
 
 (SIGNED)  SENATOR TRACY STEELE 

 
 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 
      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
 Senate Bill No. 1005 was ordered engrossed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009  

 
Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENGROSSED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

 
  SENATE BILL NO. 665, BY SENATOR BRYLES, 

 
beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the engrossed copy with the 

original and we find the same correctly engrossed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                        CHAIRMAN 
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 On motion of Senator Bryles, Senate Bill No. 665 was ordered re-referred to the 

Committee on JOINT BUDGET. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

 

March 25, 2009  

 

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENGROSSED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

 

  SENATE BILL NO. 820, BY SENATOR WHITAKER, 

  SENATE BILL NO. 844, BY SENATOR BAKER, 

  SENATE BILL NO. 894, BY SENATOR FARIS, 

 

beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the engrossed copies with the 

original and we find the same correctly engrossed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                        CHAIRMAN 

 
 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Whitaker, Senate Bill No. 820 was ordered re-referred 

to the Committee on STATE AGENCIES & GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS. 

 
 
 
 

 On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 844 was ordered re-referred to 

the Committee on STATE AGENCIES & GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS. 

 
 
 

On motion of Senator Faris, Senate Bill No. 894 was ordered re-referred to 

the Committee on STATE AGENCIES & GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS. 
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ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

 

March 25, 2009  

 

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENGROSSED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

 

  SENATE BILL NO. 876, BY SENATOR D. WYATT, 

  SENATE BILL NO. 913, BY SENATOR SALMON, 

  SENATE BILL NO. 929, BY SENATOR MADISON, 

  SENATE BILL NO. 931, BY SENATOR MADISON ET AL, 

 

beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the engrossed copies with the 

original and we find the same correctly engrossed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                        CHAIRMAN 

 
 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Wyatt, Senate Bill No. 876 was ordered re-referred to the 

Committee on INSURANCE & COMMERCE. 

 
 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Salmon, Senate Bill No. 913 was ordered re-referred to 

the Committee on INSURANCE & COMMERCE. 

 
 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Madison, Senate Bill No. 929 was ordered re-referred to 

the Committee on INSURANCE & COMMERCE. 
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 On motion of Senator Madison, Senate Bill No. 931 was ordered re-referred to 

the Committee on INSURANCE & COMMERCE. 

 
 
 
 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009  

 
Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENGROSSED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

  SENATE BILL NO. 998, BY SENATOR J. JEFFRESS, 

  SENATE BILL NO. 999, BY SENATOR J. JEFFRESS, 

 

beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the engrossed copies with the 

original and we find the same correctly engrossed. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                        CHAIRMAN 

 
 
 
 
 
 On motion of Senator J. Jeffress, Senate Bill No. 998 was ordered re-referred to 

the Committee on EDUCATION. 

 
 
 
 
 On motion of Senator J. Jeffress, Senate Bill No. 999 was ordered re-referred to 

the Committee on EDUCATION. 
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ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009  

 
Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENGROSSED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

 

  SENATE BILL NO. 1005, BY SENATOR STEELE, 

 

beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the engrossed copy with the 

original and we find the same correctly engrossed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                        CHAIRMAN 

 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Steele, Senate Bill No. 1005 was ordered re-referred to 

the Committee on AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

 
 
 
 Without objection, Senate Bill No. 365 was withdrawn by the author, Senator 

Altes. 

 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on EDUCATION, to whom was referred: 

 
SENATE BILL NO. 345, BY SENATOR HENDREN, 

SENATE BILL NO. 499, BY SENATOR HENDREN, 

SENATE BILL NO. 500, BY SENATOR HENDREN, 

SENATE BILL NO. 791, BY SENATOR BROADWAY, 

SENATE BILL NO. 799, BY SENATOR ELLIOTT, 



  

 

3405

SENATE BILL NO. 850, BY SENATOR BROADWAY, 

SENATE BILL NO. 852, BY SENATOR BROADWAY, 

SENATE BILL NO. 880, BY SENATOR G. JEFFRESS, 

SENATE BILL NO. 885, BY SENATOR J. JEFFRESS, 

SENATE BILL NO. 889, BY SENATOR BRYLES, 

SENATE BILL NO. 896, BY SENATOR ALTES, 

SENATE BILL NO. 898, BY SENATOR MILLER, 

SENATE BILL NO. 903, BY SENATOR MADISON, 

SENATE BILL NO. 904, BY SENATOR J. KEY, 

SENATE BILL NO. 926, BY SENATOR BOOKOUT, 

SENATE BILL NO. 955, BY SENATOR CRUMBLY, 

 
beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that they so pass. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 
   (SIGNED)      SENATOR J. JEFFRESS  

      CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

 
Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on EDUCATION, to whom was referred: 

 

SENATE BILL NO. 980, BY SENATOR CRUMBLY, 

 

beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that it do pass as amended No. 1. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 
   (SIGNED)      SENATOR JIMMY JEFFRESS 

      CHAIRMAN 
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ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

 
Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on REVENUE & TAXATION, to whom was referred: 

 
SENATE BILL NO. 770, BY SENATOR TEAGUE, 

 
beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that it do pass as amended No. 1. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 
   (SIGNED)      SENATOR PAUL MILLER 

      CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

 
Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on REVENUE & TAXATION, to whom was referred: 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1595, BY REPRESENTATIVE ADCOCK, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1942, BY REPRESENTATIVE INGRAM, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2050, BY REPRESENTATIVE MAXWELL, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2081, BY REPRESENTATIVE DUNN, 

 
beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that they do pass. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 
   (SIGNED)      SENATOR PAUL MILLER 

      CHAIRMAN 
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ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

 
Mr. President: 

 We, your Committee on PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & LABOR, to whom 

was referred: 

 
SENATE BILL NO. 429, BY SENATOR STEELE, 

 
beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that it do pass. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 
   (SIGNED)      SENATOR PERCY MALONE 

      CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

 
Mr. President: 

 We, your Committee on PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & LABOR, to whom 

was referred: 

 
SENATE BILL NO. 342, BY SENATOR H. WILKINS, 

 
beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that they do pass as amended No. 3. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 
   (SIGNED)      SENATOR PERCY MALONE 

      CHAIRMAN 
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ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

 
Mr. President: 

 We, your Committee on PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & LABOR, to whom 

was referred: 

 

SENATE BILL NO. 839, BY SENATOR SALMON, 

 

beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that it do pass as amended No. 1 & No. 2. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

   (SIGNED)      SENATOR PERCY MALONE 

      CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

 
Mr. President: 

 We, your Committee on PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & LABOR, to whom 

was referred: 

 

SENATE BILL NO. 870, BY SENATOR TEAGUE, 

 

beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that it do pass as amended No. 1. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 
   (SIGNED)      SENATOR PERCY MALONE 

      CHAIRMAN 
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ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

Mr. President: 

 We, your Committee on PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & LABOR, to whom 

was referred: 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1703, BY REPRESENTATIVE SHELBY, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1920, BY REPRESENTATIVE MALOCH, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1950, BY REPRESENTATIVE SHELBY, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2212, BY REPRESENTATIVE SHELBY, 

 
beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that they do pass. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 
   (SIGNED)      SENATOR PERCY MALONE 

      CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on JOINT RETIREMENT AND SOCIAL SECURITY, to 

whom was referred: 

 
SENATE BILL NO. 182, BY SENATOR G. JEFFRESS, 

 
beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that it do pass. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 
   (SIGNED)      SENATOR JOHNNY KEY  

     VICE CHAIRMAN 
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ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on JUDICIARY, to whom was referred: 

 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1488, BY REPRESENTATIVE CARTER, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2039, BY REPRESENTATIVE WELLS, 

 

beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that they do pass. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

   (SIGNED)      SENATOR ED WILKINSON 

      CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on JUDICIARY, to whom was referred: 

 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1256, BY REPRESENTATIVE GREENBERG, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1848, BY REPRESENTATIVE NICKELS, 

 

beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that they do pass as amended No. 1. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

   (SIGNED)      SENATOR ED WILKINSON 

      CHAIRMAN 
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 On motion of Senator Madison, Senate Resolution No. 21 was called up for 

third reading and final disposition. 

 
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 21 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  SENATOR MADISON 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION  CONGRATULATING THE FAYETTEVILLE HIGH 

SCHOOL PURPLE BULLDOGS AS CLASS 7-A BOYS' STATE BASKETBALL 

CHAMPIONS. 

 

 Senate Resolution No. 21 was read the first time,  read the second time, rules 

suspended, read third time and adopted.  

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         On motion of Senator Madison, was Senate Resolution No. 22 called up for 

third reading and final disposition. 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 22 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  SENATOR MADISON 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION  CONGRATULATING THE FAYETTEVILLE HIGH 

SCHOOL PURPLE BULLDOGS AS CLASS 7-A GIRLS' STATE BASKETBALL 

CHAMPIONS. 

 

 Senate Resolution No. 22 was read the first time,  read the second time, rules 

suspended, read third time and adopted.  

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 
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 On motion of Senator Whitaker, Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 10 was 

called up for third reading and final disposition. 

  

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10 

As Engrossed:  S3/19/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  SENATOR WHITAKER 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE MALOCH 

 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE JOINT RULES OF 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE OF THE EIGHTY-

SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO ESTABLISH DEADLINES FOR THE 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS DURING A FISCAL SESSION; 

AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE PREFILING OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

BEFORE A FISCAL SESSION. 

 
 Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 10. was read the first time, rules suspended, 

read the second time and adopted.  

 
      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
 
 Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 10 was ordered immediately transmitted to 

the House. 

 
 
 
  
  On motion of Senator Crumbly, House Concurrent Resolution No. 1021 was 

called up for third reading and final disposition. 

 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1021 

As Engrossed: H3/13/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVES W. LEWELLEN, BLOUNT, WILLIAMS & RAINEY 

BY:  SENATOR CRUMBLY 
 

 HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION  TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND 

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC. FOR ONE HUNDRED ONE (101) YEARS 
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OF SERVICE TO AFRICAN-AMERICAN COLLEGE WOMEN AND THE 

COMMUNITY. 

 

  House Concurrent Resolution No. 1021 was read the third time and concurred 

in. 

     (SIGNED) ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY  
 

 House Concurrent Resolution No. 1021 was ordered immediately returned to 

the House as concurred in. 

 
 
 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Crumbly, the Senate resolved itself into the Committee of 

the Whole for the purpose of Sabrina Lewellen accepting recognition for Alpha Kappa 

Alpha. 

 

 

 Without objection, the Committee of the Whole was dissolved, and the Senate 

took up its regular order of business. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Received from the House 
 
 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1015 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE BREEDLOVE 

BY:  SENATOR WILKINSON 

 

 HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION  COMMENDING ASHLEY HOYT ON 

HER SELECTION AS ONE OF THE TOP VOLUNTEERS IN ARKANSAS FOR 2009 

IN THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY AWARD. 

 

 House Concurrent Resolution No. 1015 was read the first time, rules 

suspended, read the second time and placed on the calendar. 
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 On motion of Senator Wilkinson, the Senate resolved itself into the Committee 

of the Whole for the purpose of House Concurrent Resolution No. 1015 recognizing 

Ashley Hoyt. 

 

 

 Without objection, the Committee of the Whole was dissolved, and the Senate 

took up its regular order of business. 

 
 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Wilkinson, the rules were suspended in considering 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 1015 at this time. 

 
 On motion of Senator Wilkinson, House Concurrent Resolution No. 1015 was 

called up for third reading and final disposition. 

 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1015 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE BREEDLOVE 

BY:  SENATOR WILKINSON 

 HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION  COMMENDING ASHLEY HOYT ON 

HER SELECTION AS ONE OF THE TOP VOLUNTEERS IN ARKANSAS FOR 2009 

IN THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY AWARD. 

 
  House Concurrent Resolution No. 1015 was read the third time and concurred 

in. 

     (SIGNED) ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY  
 
 House Concurrent Resolution No. 1015 was ordered immediately returned to 

the House as concurred in. 

 
 
 
 
 
 Senate Bill No. 138 was returned from the House as requested. 

 
 
 
 
 Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 13 returned from the House as concurred in 

and ordered enrolled. 
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On motion of Senator Teague, Senate Bill No. 38 was called up for the 

purpose of considering Amendment No. 1 thereto, adopted by the House. 

 

HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 1 to SENATE BILL NO. 38 

 
Amend Senate Bill No. 38  as engrossed, S3/10/09: 

Add Representative Harrelson as a cosponsor of the bill.  
 
    (SIGNED)  REPRESENTATIVE STEVE HARRELSON 

 

 Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill No. 38, adopted by the House, was read the 

first time, rules suspended, read the second time and concurred in, by the Senate. 

 

    (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 

 

 On motion of Senator TEAGUE, and without objection, the rules were 

suspended pertaining to passage of Amendment and Bill on the same day. 

 
 
 On motion of Senator Teague, Senate Bill No. 38 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 
SENATE BILL NO. 38 

As Engrossed:  S2/12/09 S2/23/09 S3/10/09 H3/18/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  SENATOR FARIS 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE HARRELSON 
 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO INCREASE THE MINIMUM AGE 

FOR OPERATION OF A PERSONAL WATERCRAFT; TO APPLY THE ALCOHOL 

AND DRUG TESTING REQUIREMENTS USED FOR MOTOR VEHICLES TO 

OPERATION OF BOATS AND PERSONAL WATERCRAFT; TO REQUIRE 

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR RECEIPT OF A BOATER EDUCATION 

CERTIFICATE; TO AMEND THE EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS FOR A 

BOATER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
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 Senate Bill No. 38 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 
 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
 Senate Bill No. 38 ordered enrolled. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 On motion of Senator Teague, Senate Bill No. 871 was placed back on 

second reading for purpose of Amendment No. 1.  

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 1 to SENATE BILL NO. 871 

 

Amend Senate Bill No. 871 as originally introduced: 

Page 1, delete lines 26 through 30 and substitute the following: 
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 "SECTION 1.  DO NOT CODIFY.  (a)  There is hereby created the Arkansas 
Electronic Records Study Commission to be composed of the following: 
  (1)  One (1) member appointed by the Governor; 
  (2)  One (1) member appointed by the Attorney General, who may or 
may not be a staff member of the Attorney General; 
  (3)  One (1) legislative member appointed by the chair of the House 
Revenue and Tax Committee; 
  (4)  One (1) legislative member appointed by the chair of the Senate 
Revenue and Tax Committee; 
  (5)  One (1) member from the staff of the Office of Information 
Services, as designated by the Director of the Office of Information Services; 
  (6)  Two (2) members designated by the Arkansas Press Association; 
  (7)  Two (2) members designated by the Arkansas Municipal League; 
  (8)  Two (2) members designated by the Arkansas Association of 
Counties; 
  (9)  One (1) member designated by the Arkansas Broadcasters 
Association;  
  (10)  One (1) member designated by the Administrative Office of the 
Courts; 
  (11)  One (1) member of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
William H. Bowen School of Law; and 
  (12)  One (1) member of the Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce. 
 (b)  The two (2) legislative members appointed by the chairs of the Revenue 
and Tax committees shall serve as co-chairs of the commission. 
 (c)(1)  The commission shall serve in an advisory capacity and shall be 
responsible for studying bulk commercial requests of electronic or computerized 
records under the Freedom of Information Act of 1967, § 25-19-101 et seq. 
  (2)  The commission shall develop recommendations for amendments 
to the Freedom of Information Act of 1967, § 25-19-101 et seq. for consideration by 
the Eighty-Eighth General Assembly. 
 (d)  The commission shall be provided with support staff as necessary by the 
Bureau of Legislative Research. 
 (e)  The commission shall submit a final report of its findings and 
recommendations to the Eighty-Eighth General Assembly on or before July 1, 2011. 
 (f)  The commission shall be in existence from the effective date of this act 
until July 1, 2011." 
 
 

(SIGNED)  SENATOR LARRY TEAGUE 

 

The Amendment was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second 

time and adopted. 

     (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

Senate Bill No. 871 was ordered engrossed. 
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 On motion of Senator Whitaker, House Bill No. 1939 was placed back on 

second reading for purpose of Amendment No. 1. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 1 to HOUSE BILL NO. 1939 

 

 Amend House Bill No. 1939 as engrossed, H3/12/09: 

Add the following Representatives as cosponsors of the bill:   
Breedlove, J. Brown, Carroll, Cole, Cooper, L. Cowling, R. Green, M. Martin, Moore, 
Nickels, Ragland, J. Roebuck 
 
AND 
 
Add the following Senators as cosponsors of the bill:  Faris, Whitaker 
 
AND 
 
Page 15, line 3, delete "one hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000)" and 
substitute "five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000)" 
 
  (SIGNED)  SENATOR SHANE BROADWAY 

 

 The Amendment was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second 

time and adopted. 

     (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 House Bill No. 1939 was ordered engrossed. 

 

 

 

 

The President declared the morning hour to have expired. 
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 On motion of Senator Wilkins, Senate Bill No. 299 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

SENATE BILL NO. 299 

As Engrossed:  S3/23/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  SENATORS H. WILKINS, CRUMBLY, ELLIOTT, STEELE 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVES ALLEN, T. BAKER, BLOUNT, CARROLL, DAVIS, 

RAINEY, WILLIAMS & WORD 

 
A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO REESTABLISH A TASK FORCE 

ON RACIAL PROFILING; TO REQUIRE ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

WHO STOP A VEHICLE FOR THE VIOLATION OF NOT WEARING A SEATBELT 

AS A PRIMARY OFFENSE TO RECORD INFORMATION ABOUT THE DRIVER 

OR PASSENGERS SO AS TO NOT VIOLATE THE PROHIBITION AGAINST 

RACIAL PROFILING; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
 Senate Bill No. 299 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 
So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

Senate Bill No. 299 was ordered immediately transmitted to the House as 

passed. 
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 On motion of Senator Faris, the rules were suspended in considering Senate 

Bill No. 867 at this time. 

 

 On motion of Senator Faris, Senate Bill No. 867 was placed back on second 

reading for purpose of Amendment No. 3.  

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 3 to SENATE BILL NO. 867 

 

Amend Senate Bill No. 867 as engrossed, S3/23/09: 

Add Senator D. Johnson as a cosponsor of the bill 
 
AND 
 
Delete SECTION 1 of the bill 
 
AND 
 
Delete SECTION 2 of the bill 
 
AND 
 
Page 4, delete line 30 and substitute the following:  
 "(e)  All statements of financial interest required to be filed with the Secretary 
of State on or after January 1," 
 
AND 
 
Appropriately renumber the sections of the bill 
 

(SIGNED) SENATOR STEVE FARIS 

 

The Amendment was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second 

time and adopted. 

     (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

Senate Bill No. 867 was ordered engrossed. 
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 On motion of Senator Elliott, House Bill No. 1646 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on STATE AGENCIES & GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS, and placed back 

on second reading for purpose of Amendment No. 1. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 1 to HOUSE BILL NO. 1646 

 

 Amend House Bill No. 1646 as engrossed, H3/12/09: 

Page 1, delete lines 33 through 35 and substitute the following language: 
"residence, may vote designate in a contested school election one (1) or more 
polling sites in each county:     
  (1)  In which the school district has territory; 
  (2)  In which school district territory contains a city of the second (2nd) 
class or larger; and  
  (3)  That has registered electors." 
 
 

 

                                                      (SIGNED)  SENATOR JOYCE ELLIOTT 

 

 

 The Amendment was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second 

time and adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 

  House Bill No. 1646 was ordered engrossed. 
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 On motion of Senator Wilkins, House Bill No. 1414 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1414 

As Engrossed: H3/3/09 S3/19/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVES D. CREEKMORE AND GARNER 

BY:  SENATOR H. WILKINS 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO AMEND VARIOUS SECTIONS 

OF THE DOMESTIC ABUSE ACT OF 1991; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 House Bill No. 1414 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
 

House Bill No. 1414 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed as amended. 
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 On motion of Senator Wilkins, House Bill No. 1553 was ordered re-referred to 

the Committee on PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & LABOR. 

 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Broadway, Senate Bill No. 608 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

SENATE BILL NO. 608 

As Engrossed: S3/23/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  SENATOR BROADWAY 

 
A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT CONCERNING PROCEDURES FOR 

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS FOR COLLECTION OF ASSESSMENTS BY 

COUNTY COLLECTORS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
 Senate Bill No. 608 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 
 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 
So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

Senate Bill No. 608 was ordered immediately transmitted to the House as 

passed. 
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 On motion of Senator Pritchard, House Bill No. 1586 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1586 

As Engrossed: H3/2/09 S3/23/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE ALLEN 

BY:  SENATOR B. PRITCHARD 

 
A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO PROVIDE CRIMINAL LIABILITY 

FOR A SOCIAL HOST WHO KNOWINGLY SERVES ALCOHOL TO PERSONS 

UNDER THE AGE OF TWENTY-ONE; WHO KNOWINGLY ALLOWS MINORS TO 

CONSUME ALCOHOL ON HIS OR HER PROPERTY; AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES. 

 
 House Bill No. 1586 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 
 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 1586 was returned to the House as passed as amended. 
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 On motion of Senator Teague, House Bill No. 1833 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1833 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE POWERS 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO AMEND SEXUAL ASSAULT IN 

THE FOURTH DEGREE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

 House Bill No. 1833 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
 

House Bill No. 1833 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed. 
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 On motion of Senator Crumbly, House Bill No. 2257 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2257 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE RAGLAND 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO AMEND THE HEALTH 

SERVICES AGENCY ACT TO ADJUST THE EXPENDITURE LIMIT FOR 

ALTERATIONS OR RENOVATIONS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

 House Bill No. 2257 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 2257 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed. 
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 On motion of Senator Bledsoe, House Bill No. 2009 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 2009 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVES L. SMITH, WOODS, BAIRD, BARNETT, BLOUNT, M. 

BURRIS, CARNINE, CARROLL, CLEMMER, COOK, R. GREEN, HARRELSON, 

HOBBS, HOPPER, HOUSE, D. HUTCHINSON, INGRAM, KING, LINDSEY, 

MOORE, PYLE, RAINEY, J. ROEBUCK, SAUNDERS, SLINKARD & SUMMERS 

BY:  SENATORS BLEDSOE AND MADISON 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A STATE HISTORIC 

TRAILS SYSTEM; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

 House Bill No. 2009 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 2009 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed. 
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 On motion of Senator Bledsoe, House Bill No. 1715 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1715 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVES D. CREEKMORE AND GARNER 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO EXPAND THE LIST OF 

MANDATED REPORTERS OF SUSPECTED ABUSE OR NEGLECT; AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

 House Bill No. 1715 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 1715 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed. 
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 On motion of Senator Pritchard, House Bill No. 1899 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1899 

As Engrossed: S3/19/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVES SLINKARD, INGRAM & LINDSEY 

BY:  SENATORS B. PRITCHARD AND MADISON 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT CONCERNING REIMBURSEMENT 

FOR COUNTY PERSONNEL; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

 House Bill No. 1899 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 1899 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed as amended. 
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 On motion of Senator Trusty, House Bill No. 1924 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1924 

As Engrossed: H3/12/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVES MAXWELL, J. BURRIS, DUNN, J. ROGERS, WEBB, 

CARROLL, J. EDWARDS, D. HUTCHINSON, KERR, KIDD, S. MALONE & 

MCLEAN 

BY:  SENATORS TRUSTY, GLOVER & T. SMITH 

 
A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO ADD A FEE ON THE BUYER AT 

A SALVAGE AUCTION; TO PROVIDE THAT THE FEE GOES TO THE 

INSPECTION AND OVERSIGHT OF AUTO AUCTIONS; AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES. 

 
 House Bill No. 1924 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, Capps, 

Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. Johnson, 

D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, Salmon, T. Smith, 

Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. 

Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................33 

 NEGATIVE:  Altes, B. Pritchard. 

   Total ...........................................................................................2 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 
So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 1924 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed. 
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 On motion of Senator Smith, House Bill No. 1607 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1607 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE DUNN 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO MAKE TECHNICAL 

CORRECTIONS TO § 4-115-101 ET SEQ., CONCERNING THE REGULATION OF 

CREDIT CARD PROCESSING SERVICES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

 House Bill No. 1607 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 1607 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed. 
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 On motion of Senator Smith, House Bill No. 1694 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1694 

As Engrossed: H3/16/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE HYDE 

 
           A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
REGISTRATION AND REGULATION OF APPRAISAL MANAGEMENT 
COMPANIES; TO MAKE CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO THE 
ARKANSAS APPRAISER LICENSING AND CERTIFICATION ACT, § 17-14-
101 ET SEQ.; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

 House Bill No. 1694 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 1694 returned to the House as passed. 
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 On motion of Senator Teague, House Bill No. 1673 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1673 

As Engrossed: S3/24/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE ADCOCK 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO REQUIRE TEMPORARY 

CARDBOARD VEHICLE BUYER’S TAGS TO BE LEGIBLE AND VISIBLE; AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

 House Bill No. 1673 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 1673 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed as amended. 
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 On motion of Senator Taylor, House Bill No. 1934 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1934 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE HYDE 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE § 5-

60-201 TO PROHIBIT THE SALE OR DISTRIBUTION OF HUMAN OR SYNTHETIC 

URINE USED TO DEFRAUD A DRUG OR ALCOHOL SCREENING TEST; AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

 House Bill No. 1934 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 1934 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed. 
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 On motion of Senator D. Johnson, House Bill No. 1800 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1800 

As Engrossed: S3/24/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE HARRELSON 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT CONCERNING THE PAYMENT OF 

COURT FINES AND COSTS WITH A CREDIT CARD THROUGH A THIRD-PARTY 

ENTITY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

 House Bill No. 1800 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 1800 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed as amended. 
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 On motion of Senator Taylor, House Bill No. 1853 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1853 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAMS 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT CONCERNING THE PAYMENT AND 

COLLECTION OF FINES, COSTS AND RESTITUTION; TO REPEAL ARKANSAS 

CODE § 21-6-401(d) AS MAY BE ENACTED BY HOUSE BILL 1353 OF 2009; AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
 

 House Bill No. 1853 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, Capps, 

Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. Johnson, 

D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. Pritchard, 

Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, Whitaker, H. 

Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................34 

 NEGATIVE:  Altes. 

   Total ...........................................................................................1 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 1853 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed. 
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 On motion of Senator J. Jeffress, House Bill No. 1625 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1625 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE DUNN 

 
A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO AMEND THE CONSOLIDATED 

INCENTIVE ACT OF 2003 TO REQUIRE ELIGIBLE BUSINESSES TO CLAIM 

PAYMENTS TO WHICH THEY ARE ENTITLED UNDER THE PAYROLL REBATE 

INCENTIVE PROGRAM ON AN ANNUAL BASIS; TO PROVIDE FOR A 

REDUCTION OF THE AVAILABLE REBATE IF NOT CLAIMED WITHIN TWELVE 

(12) MONTHS; TO PROVIDE FOR FORFEITURE OF THE AVAILABLE REBATE IF 

NOT CLAIMED WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR (24) MONTHS; AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES. 

 
 House Bill No. 1625 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 
 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

 
So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 1625 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed. 
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 On motion of Senator Elliott, House Bill No. 1474 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1474 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVES L. SMITH, NIX, WOODS & D. CREEKMORE 

BY:  SENATORS ELLIOTT AND H. WILKINS 

 
A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO PROHIBIT UNFAIR 

DISCRIMINATION IN THE INSURANCE OF VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC ABUSE; 

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
 House Bill No. 1474 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 
 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Horn, B. Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Luker, 

Madison, P. Malone, Miller, Salmon, T. Smith, Teague, R. Thompson, H. Wilkins, 

Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................26 

 NEGATIVE:  Hendren, B. Pritchard. 

   Total ...........................................................................................2 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:  G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, Laverty, Steele, J. 

Taylor, Trusty, Whitaker. 

   Total ...........................................................................................7 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................28 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................18 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
House Bill No. 1474 was ordered immediately returned to the House as 

passed. 
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Senator Faris moved that the record pertaining to the vote by which Senate Bill 

No. 138 passed on March 19, 2009 be expunged, the motion was duly seconded and 

prevailed. 

 

 

 On motion of Senator Faris, the rules were suspended in considering Senate 

Bill No. 138 at this time. 

 
On motion of Senator Faris, Senate Bill No. 138 was placed back on second 

reading for purpose of Amendment No. 2. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 2 to SENATE BILL NO. 138 
 

Amend Senate Bill No. 138 as engrossed, S3/19/09 

Delete everything after the enacting clause and substitute the following: 
 "SECTION 1.  DO NOT CODIFY.  Legislative history, findings, and intent. 
 (a)  It is found and determined by the General Assembly that the Department 
of Arkansas State Police has had ongoing financial difficulty for over twelve (12) 
years.  The State Police Retirement System has sustained investment losses of 
approximately one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000) within the last two (2) 
years, and so needs a larger investment pool to help reduce risk and enhance 
returns.  The Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement System has the size and 
expertise to effectively reduce the volatility of returns, enhance relative returns, and 
best protect the State Police Retirement System. 
 (b)  This act represents a negotiated alternative to a proposal that would have 
eliminated the State Police Retirement System and would have made it a division of 
the Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement System. 
 (c)  This act maintains the autonomy over State Police Retirement System 
benefits but ensures funds are invested in a larger, more diversified pool of assets. 
 (d)  It is contemplated that at such time as the State Police 
Retirement System attains a funding level in which assets are eighty 
percent (80%) or more of actuarially accrued liabilities, the Board of 
Trustees of the State Police Retirement System may consider certain 
enhancements to the Tier II Deferred Retirement Option Plan. 
 
 SECTION 2.  Arkansas Code Title 24, Chapter 4, Subchapter 7 is amended 
to add an additional section to read as follows: 
 24-4-752.  State Police Trust Fund.  
 (a)  All assets of the State Police Retirement System are transferred to the 
Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement System to hold in trust for the State Police 
Retirement System. 
 (b)  There is created under the Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement 
System a division that shall be known as the “State Police Trust Fund”. 
 (c)(1)  The State Police Trust Fund shall not be treated as segregated funds, 
but shall be commingled with the assets of the Arkansas Public Employees' 
Retirement System strictly for investment purposes. 
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  (2)  The assets shall be managed solely for the benefit of the retirees 
and beneficiaries of the State Police Retirement System and shall not be divested 
from the Arkansas Public Employees' Retirement System unless it can clearly be 
demonstrated it would be actuarially and fiscally prudent to do so. 
 (d)(1)  As employer, the Department of Arkansas State Police shall make 
contributions to the Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement System – State Police 
Trust Fund based on a percentage of each active state police officer’s salary at the 
rate established to fund the State Police Retirement System’s benefit program 
before the effective date of this act. 
  (2)  All other sources of revenue commonly accruing to the State 
Police Retirement System shall be payable to the Arkansas Public Employees’ 
Retirement System – State Police Trust Fund. 
 (e)  The Arkansas State Police Retirement System Board of Trustees, 
Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement System Board of Trustees and 
administrative staff shall be immune from any suit or action based in whole or in part 
on the transfer of assets contemplated by this act. 
 
 SECTION 3.  Arkansas Code § 24-6-204 is amended to read as follows: 
 24-6-204.  Board of trustees. 
 (a)(1)  The Board of Trustees of the State Police Retirement System is 
created. 
  (2)(A)  The board shall consist of twelve (12) seven (7) trustees, as 
follows: 
    (i)  One (1) active member enrolled in the Tier I benefits 
program; 
    (ii)  One (1) active vested member enrolled in the Tier II 
benefits program; 
    (iii)  One (1) State Police Commissioner who shall be 
appointed by the Governor; 
    (iv)  The Chief Fiscal Officer of the State or his designee; 
and 
    (v)(a)  Three (3) citizens at large who shall be appointed 
by the Governor. 
     (b)  The citizens at large shall have no interest, 
direct or indirect, in the Arkansas State Police. 
    (i)  The Chair of the Arkansas State Police Commission, 
who shall serve as trustee by virtue of his or her position; 
    (ii)  The Director of the Department of Arkansas State 
Police, who shall serve as trustee by virtue of his or her position; 
    (iii)  The Director of the Department of Finance and 
Administration or the director's designee from that department; 
    (iv)  Five (5) members of the State Police Retirement 
System to be elected by the members of the system with at least two (2) member 
trustees holding the rank of trooper, trooper first class, or corporal, at least one (1) 
member trustee holding a rank higher than the rank of corporal, and at least one (1) 
member trustee whose retirement eligibility is covered under § 24-6-401 et seq.; 
    (v)  One (1) retired member of the system to be elected 
by the members of the Retired Members Association; 
 (vi)The highest ranking administrative officer of the system in charge of employee 
benefits or that officer's designee, who shall serve as a nonvoting member by virtue 
of his or her position; and 
    (vii)  The Vice Chair of the Arkansas State Police 
Commission and the Secretary of the Arkansas State Police Commission, who shall 
serve as nonvoting members by virtue of their positions.  
   (B)  The elections of member trustees shall be held under rules 
as the board shall from time to time adopt to govern the elections. 
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   (C)  The regular term of office of a member trustee shall be 
three (3) seven (7) years. 
   (D)  The elections of the board’s officer members shall be held 
under rules as the board shall from time to time adopt to govern elections. 
   (E)  At the board’s first regular meeting following the effective 
date of this act, the members who are on the board shall draw lots to determine the 
length of terms. 
   (F)  The terms shall be staggered in the following manner: 
    (i)  One (1) member’s term shall expire July 1, 2010; 
    (ii)  One (1) member’s term shall expire July 1, 2011; 
    (iii)  One (1) member’s term shall expire July 1, 2012; 
    (iv)  One (1) member’s term shall expire July 1, 2013; 
    (v)  One member’s term shall expire July 1, 2014; 
    (vi)  One (1) member’s term shall expire July 1, 2015; 
and 
    (vii)  One (1) member’s term shall expire July 1, 2016. 
 (b)(1)  In the event any trustee provided for in subdivisions (a)(2)(A)((iv) and 
(v) subsection (a) of this section: 
   (A)  Ceases to be a state police officer; or 
   (B)  Fails to attend scheduled meetings of the board for three (3) 
consecutive meetings unless, in each case, he or she is excused by the remaining 
trustees attending the meetings, the board by resolution shall declare his or her 
office of trustee vacated as of the date of adoption of the resolution. 
  (2)  If a vacancy occurs in the office of trustee, the vacancy shall be 
filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as the office was previously filled. 
 (c)(1)  The administration, management, and control of the system shall be 
vested in the board. 
  (2)(A)  The executive director and administrative staff of the Arkansas 
Public Employees' Retirement System shall be the executive secretary and the 
administrative staff of the State Police Retirement System. 
   (B)  All administrative records of the State Police Retirement 
System shall be maintained within the administrative offices of the Arkansas Public 
Employees' Retirement System. 
  (3)(A)  The executive secretary shall be the disbursing agent of all 
appropriations made by the General Assembly out of the State Police Retirement 
Fund. 
   (B)  The executive secretary shall furnish and file with the 
Auditor of State a bond with a corporate guaranty or indemnity surety thereon in the 
penal sum of two thousand dollars ($2,000), the premium on which shall be paid 
from appropriations made available to the Department of Arkansas State Police. 
 (d)  The Chair of the Arkansas State Police Commission shall be the chair of 
the board. 
 (e)  The Treasurer of State shall serve as treasurer of the system and shall be 
the legal custodian of its funds. 
 (f)(d)  The Attorney General shall serve as legal advisor to the board. 
 (g)(1)(e)(1)  The board shall hold meetings regularly, at least one (1) in each 
quarter year, and shall designate the time and place of the meetings. 
  (2)  Special meetings may be held in accordance with rules as the 
board shall adopt. 
  (3)  Five (5) voting trustees Four (4) board members, including one (1) 
officer member shall constitute a quorum at any meeting of the board, and at least 
five (5) four (4) concurring votes shall be necessary for a decision by the board at 
any of its meetings. 
  (4)  The board shall adopt its own rules or procedures and shall keep a 
record of its proceedings, which shall be open to public inspection. 
 (h)(f)  In addition to other duties that are imposed upon the board by this 
subchapter, the board shall: 
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  (1)  Make all rules and regulations from time to time as it shall deem 
necessary in the transaction of its business and in administering the system; 
  (2)  Provide for the administrative direction and control of the executive 
secretary in the performance of his or her duties as executive secretary of the 
system State Police Retirement System; 
  (3)  Provide for an actuarial valuation of the assets and liabilities of the 
system State Police Retirement System or the retirement reserve account at least 
one (1) time in each four-year period from and after December 31, 1958; 
  (4)  Adopt mortality and other tables of experience and rates of regular 
interest that are required for the proper operation of the system State Police 
Retirement System; 
  (5)  Exercise discretionary power and authority in the investments and 
disbursements of the funds of the system, subject to the provisions of this 
subchapter; 
  (6)(5)  Perform the duties of trustee without additional compensation. 
However, trustees may receive expense reimbursement in accordance with § 25-16-
901 et seq.; and 
  (7)(6)(A)  Do all things necessary for the proper administration of the 
system State Police Retirement System and for carrying out and making effective 
the provisions of this subchapter. 
   (B)  However, no recommendations for benefit enhancements 
shall be made that would cause the actuarially accrued unfunded liabilities of the 
State Police Retirement System to exceed thirty (30) years. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Arkansas Code Title 24, Chapter 6 is amended to add an 
additional subchapter to read as follows: 
 24-6-501.  Arkansas State Police Officers’ Tier Two Deferred Retirement 
Option Plan -- Creation. 
 The Arkansas State Police Officers’ Tier Two Deferred Retirement 
Option Plan is created in conformance with this subchapter. 
 
 24-6-502.  Election to participate in Arkansas State Police 
Officers' Tier Two Deferred Retirement Option Plan. 
 In lieu of terminating employment and accepting a service retirement 
pension, a state police officer may elect to participate in the Arkansas 
State Police Officers' Tier Two Deferred Retirement Option Plan and defer 
the receipt of benefits in accordance with this subchapter if: 
  (1)  The state police officer: 
   (A)  Is a member of the State Police Retirement System’s 
Tier Two Benefit Plan under § 24-6-401 et seq.; 
   (B)  Has at least thirty (30) years of actual service as 
a member of the State Police Retirement System’s Tier Two Benefit Plan 
under § 24-6-401 et seq.; and  
   (C)  Is eligible to receive a service retirement 
pension; and 
  (2)  The Board of Trustees of the State Police Retirement 
System approves the participation in the Arkansas State Police Officers' 
Tier Two Deferred Retirement Option Plan. 
 
 24-6-503.  Limitation on credited service. 
 For purposes of this subchapter, “actual service” includes: 
  (1)  The service credit a member earns after April 3, 1997, as 
a member of the State Police Retirement System’s Tier Two Benefit Plan 
under § 24-6-401 et seq.; and  
  (2)  The member’s service credit from any reciprocal 
retirement system under § 24-2-401. 
 
 24-6-504.  Employer contributions. 
 When an employee who is a member of the State Police Retirement 
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System’s Tier Two Benefit Plan begins participation in the Arkansas State 
Police Officers' Tier Two Deferred Retirement Option Plan: 
  (1)  The employer contributions shall continue to be paid; 
  (2)  State contributions for the employee shall be credited to 
the system; and 
  (3)  Seventy-two percent (72%) of the monthly retirement 
benefits that would have been payable had the employee elected to cease 
employment and receive a service retirement shall be paid into the 
Arkansas State Police Officers’ Tier Two Deferred Retirement Option Plan 
account. 
 24-6-505.  Benefits -- Rate of return. 
 A participant in the Arkansas State Police Officers’ Tier Two 
Deferred Retirement Option Plan: 
  (1)  Shall not have a change in his or her monthly retirement 
benefit unless the plan receives a benefit increase; and 
  (2)(A)  Shall earn interest at a rate set by the Board of 
Trustees of the State Police Retirement System that shall not be greater 
than five percent (5%) nor less than one percent (1%) per annum as 
determined by the board from time to time as promulgated by rule. 
   (B)  The interest shall be credited to the individual 
plan account balance of the participant on an annual basis. 
 
 24-6-506.  Method of collection. 
 A participant in the Arkansas State Police Officers' Tier Two 
Deferred Retirement Option Plan shall receive, at the option of the 
participant: 
  (1)  A lump-sum payment from the plan account equal to the 
payments to the plan account; 
  (2)  A true annuity based upon the plan account of the 
participant; or 
  (3)  Any other method of payment if approved by the Board of 
Trustees of the State Police Retirement System. 
 
 24-6-507.  Duration. 
 (a)  The duration of participation in the Arkansas State Police 
Officers' Tier Two Deferred Retirement Option Plan for an active state 
police officer shall not exceed seven (7) years. 
 (b)  At the conclusion of a state police officer’s participation in 
the plan, the state police officer shall: 
  (1)  Terminate employment with the Department of Arkansas 
State Police; and 
  (2)  Start receiving his or her accrued monthly retirement 
benefit from the State Police Retirement System. 
 
 24-6-508.  Death of participant. 
 If a participant in the State Police Officers' Tier Two Deferred 
Retirement Option Plan dies during the period of participation in the 
plan, a lump-sum payment equal to the plan account balance of the 
participant shall be paid to the participant’s designated beneficiary. 
 
 SECTION 5.  TEMPORARY LANGUAGE.  DO NOT CODIFY.  Interim 
committee and advisory board. 
 (a)  A joint interim committee of the Joint Committee on Public Retirement 
and Social Security Programs and the Senate Committee on State Agencies and 
Governmental Affairs and the House Committee on State Agencies and 
Governmental Affairs shall conduct a comprehensive study of the intermediate and 
long-term funding issues of the State Police Retirement System and shall report to 
the state by October 1, 2010, the study results and such recommendations as may 
be developed to address these recurring problems. 
 (b)(1)  The Governor shall convene an advisory board of individuals to 
provide detailed input to the interim committee so that a sustainable solution might  
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be reached. 
  (2)  The advisory board shall consist of three (3) members as follows: 
   (A)  The Executive Director of the Arkansas Public Employees’ 
Retirement System, or his or her designee; 
   (B)  The Executive Director of the Arkansas Teacher Retirement 
System, or his or her designee; and 
   (C)  A member of the State Police Commission who shall be 
appointed by the Governor. 
  (3)  The advisory board shall remain in existence until the earlier of the 
presentation of results to the joint interim committee, or its dismissal by the 
Governor. 
 
 SECTION 6.  EMERGENCY CLAUSE.  It is found and determined by the 
General Assembly of the State of Arkansas that the Department of Arkansas State 
Police has had ongoing financial difficulty for over twelve (12) years; that the State 
Police Retirement System has sustained investment losses of approximately one 
hundred million dollars ($100,000,000) within the last two (2) years; that a larger 
investment pool is needed to help reduce risk and enhance returns; that the 
Arkansas Public Employees' Retirement System has the size and expertise to 
effectively reduce the volatility of returns, enhance relative returns, and best protect 
the State Police Retirement System; and that this act is immediately necessary to 
protect the members and beneficiaries of the State Police Retirement System.  
Therefore, an emergency is declared to exist and this act being necessary for the 
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety shall become effective on July 1, 
2009." 
 

 (SIGNED)  SENATOR FARIS 

 

The Amendment was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second 

time and adopted. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 Senate Bill No. 138 was ordered engrossed. 
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 On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 257 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on JOINT BUDGET, and placed back on second reading for purpose of 

Amendment No. 1. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 1 to SENATE BILL NO. 257 
          JBC03/24/09(1) 

 Amend Senate Bill No. 257 as originally introduced: 

Insert an additional SECTION immediately following SECTION 2 to read as follows: 
"SECTION 3. SPECIAL LANGUAGE. NOT TO BE INCORPORATED INTO THE 
ARKANSAS CODE NOR PUBLISHED SEPARATELY AS SPECIAL, LOCAL AND 
TEMPORARY LAW. COURT REPORTERS. Official court reporters shall prepare 
transcripts, which are to be included within a record on appeal, pursuant to the time 
requirements that are outlined in the Arkansas Supreme Court Rules. In the event 
an official court reporter fails to complete a transcript within the prescribed time, he 
or she shall immediately inform the judge, for whom he or she is employed, and the 
Arkansas Board of Certified Court Reporter Examiners. Failure of a court reporter to 
report to his or her judge and to the Arkansas Board of Certified Court Reporter 
Examiners shall result in the immediate suspension of the court reporter's license, 
pending a hearing before the Arkansas Board of Certified Court Reporter 
Examiners." 
 
AND  
 
Appropriately renumber the remaining SECTION numbers of the bill. 
 
 

  (SIGNED)  SENATOR GILBERT BAKER 

 

 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 Senate Bill No. 257 was ordered engrossed. 
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 On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 416 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on JOINT BUDGET, and placed back on second reading for purpose of 

Amendment No. 3. 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 3 to SENATE BILL NO. 416 
          JBC03/24/09(1) 

 Amend Senate Bill No. 416 as engrossed, S3/12/09: 

Following Section 13, insert three additional SECTIONS to read as follows: 
 
"  SECTION 14. REGULAR SALARIES - KNOWLEDGE BASED 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM.  There is hereby established for the 
University of Arkansas - Knowledge Based Economic Development Program for the 
2009-2010 fiscal year, the following maximum number of regular employees whose 
salaries shall be governed by the provisions of the Uniform Classification and 
Compensation Act (Arkansas Code §§21-5-201 et seq.), or its successor, and all 
laws amendatory thereto.  Provided, however, that any position to which a specific 
maximum annual salary is set out herein in dollars, shall be exempt from the 
provisions of said Uniform Classification and Compensation Act.  All persons 
occupying positions authorized herein are hereby governed by the provisions of the 
Regular Salaries Procedures and Restrictions Act (Arkansas Code §21-5-101), or its 
successor. 
 
                                                                                                           Maximum Annual 
                                                                                             Maximum       Salary Rate 
 Item                                                                                       No. of            Fiscal Year 
  No.  Title                                                                         Employees         2009-2010  
(01)  Sr. Project/Program Director                                            1                      $91,762 
(02)  Assoc. for Administration                                                 1                      $66,016 
       MAX. NO. OF EMPLOYEES                                            2 
 
 
 SECTION 15. APPROPRIATION – LOCATED AT WINTHROP 
ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE. There is hereby appropriated, to the University of 
Arkansas, to be payable from the University of Arkansas Fund, for personal services 
and operating expenses for the Leadership Development Program, Knowledge 
Based Economic Development Program and Research Based Innovation Program 
of the University of Arkansas located at Winthrop Rockefeller Institute for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2010, the following: 
 
 
ITEM                                                                                                     FISCAL YEAR 
 NO.                                                                                                             2009-2010 
(01)  REGULAR SALARIES                                                                    $      111,000 
(02)  PERSONAL SERV MATCHING                                                               27,750 
(03)  MAINT. & GEN. OPERATION 
     (A)  OPER. EXPENSE                                                                                 50,000 
     (B)  CONF. & TRAVEL                                                                                          0 
     (C)  PROF. FEES                                                                                                  0 
     (D)  CAP. OUTLAY                                                                                                0 
     (E)  DATA PROC.                                                                                                  0 
(04)  LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM                                          273,875 
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(05)  KNOWLEDGE BASED ECOMONIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM        280,775 
(06)  RESEARCH BASED INNOVATION PROGRAM                                     185,600 
     TOTAL AMOUNT APPROPRIATED                                                   $      929,000 
 
 SECTION 16. SPECIAL LANGUAGE.  NOT TO BE INCORPORATED INTO THE 
ARKANSAS CODE NOR PUBLISHED SEPARATELY AS SPECIAL, LOCAL AND 
TEMPORARY LAW.  WINTHROP ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE FUNDING. The 
University of Arkansas shall allocate and budget and commit for expenditure 
$929,000 to fund the appropriation authorized from general revenue for the Winthrop 
Rockefeller Institute as appropriated in Section 15 herein. 
      The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2009 through 
June 30, 2010." 
 
And appropriately renumber the subsequent sections.  
 
 

  (SIGNED)  SENATOR GILBERT BAKER 

 

 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 Senate Bill No. 416 was ordered engrossed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 417 was withdrawn from the 

Committee on JOINT BUDGET , and placed back on second reading for purpose of 

Amendment No. 4. 

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 4 to SENATE BILL NO. 417 
          JBC03/24/09(1) 

 Amend Senate Bill No. 417 as engrossed, S3/23/09: 

Delete Section 38 in its entirety and substitute: 
" SECTION 38. SPECIAL LANGUAGE. NOT TO BE INCORPORATED INTO 
THE ARKANSAS CODE NOR PUBLISHED SEPARATELY AS SPECIAL, LOCAL 
AND TEMPORARY LAW. CLINICAL EXPANSION AND RESEARCH POOL. (a) In 
order to address personnel needs emerging from expanding medical research and 
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patient care issues and the necessity of recruiting and retaining qualified medical, 
research, and related support personnel, the University of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences or its successor is authorized for the 2009-2010 fiscal year a pool of one 
thousand five hundred (1,500) "Clinical Expansion and Research Pool" positions. 
These positions are to be used by the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences in 
the event that the personal services needs resulting from unanticipated clinical or 
research programs that are initiated during the 2009-2010 fiscal year require 
additional positions, either in title, in classification, or in number, that are not 
authorized or contemplated by the General Assembly in Section 1 of this Act. 
 These "Clinical Expansion and Research Pool" positions may also be used to 
properly classify positions when the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
does not have a vacant position available with the appropriate title, grade, or salary 
level.  The salary rates for these positions shall not exceed the highest maximum 
annual salary rate or the highest grade level position authorized by the General 
Assembly in Section 1 of this Act, as governed by the uniform Classification and 
Compensation Act of 1969, §21-5-201 et seq., or its successor.  
     
(b) The University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences is authorized to access the 
"Clinical Expansion and Research Pool" positions authorized in this Section at any 
time during the fiscal year when it is determined by the Chancellor of the University 
of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, subject to the review and approval by the Board 
of Trustees, that the need for additional positions exists.  The Chancellor of the 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences shall provide a quarterly report detailing 
the justification of allocation of positions from this "Clinical Expansion and Research 
Pool" to the Chief Fiscal Officer of the State, to the Department of Higher Education, 
and to the Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee for review.  The 
report shall also include an accounting of the names, titles and salaries of personnel 
who have been employed in positions established from this pool and the source and 
duration of funds associated with the positions.  
 
(c) If the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences requests continuation of any 
"Clinical Expansion and Research Pool" position(s) as established herein during the 
next fiscal year, the position(s) must be requested as a new position(s) in the 
agency's budget request. 
 (d) Determining the number of personnel to be employed by a state agency is the 
prerogative of the General Assembly and is usually accomplished by delineating the 
maximum number of personnel by identifying job titles and the maximum grade or 
salary attached to those titles. The General Assembly has determined that the 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences could be operated more efficiently if 
some flexibility is given to that institution. That flexibility is being accomplished by 
providing a position pool in Subsection (a) of this Section and since the General 
Assembly has granted the agency broad powers under the growth pool concept, it is 
both necessary and appropriate that the General Assembly maintain oversight of the 
utilization of the position pool by requiring review of the Legislative Council or Joint 
Budget Committee in the utilization of the position pool. Therefore, the requirement 
of review by the Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee is not a severable 
part of this section. If the requirement of review by the Legislative Council or Joint 
Budget Committee is ruled unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, this 
entire section is void. 
 
The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2009 through June 
30, 2010.” 
 
AND 
 
Delete Section 41 in its entirety and substitute: 
 



  

 

3449

 SECTION 41. EMERGENCY CLAUSE.  It is found and determined by the 
General Assembly, that the Constitution of the State of Arkansas prohibits the 
appropriation of funds for more than a one (1) year period; that the effectiveness of 
this Act on July 1, 2009 is essential to the operation of the agency for which the 
appropriations in this Act are provided, and that in the event of an extension of the 
Regular Session, the delay in the effective date of this Act beyond July 1, 2009 could 
work irreparable harm upon the proper administration and provision of essential 
governmental programs. Therefore, an emergency is hereby declared to exist and 
this Act being necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health 
and safety shall be in full force and effect from and after July 1, 2009.” 
 

  (SIGNED)  SENATOR GILBERT BAKER 

 

 The Amendment was read for the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 Senate Bill No. 417 was ordered engrossed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 390 was placed back on second 

reading for purpose of Amendment No. 1.  

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 1 to SENATE BILL NO. 390 
          JBC 03/24/09(1) 

Amend Senate Bill No. 390 as originally introduced: 

Add the following new sections immediately following SECTION 1 to read as follows:   
 
   "SECTION 2.  APPROPRIATION - GENERAL IMPROVEMENT. There is hereby 
appropriated, to the Department of Education - Arkansas School for the Deaf, to be 
payable from the General Improvement Fund or its successor fund or fund accounts, 
the following:  
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   (A) For maintenance, renovation, equipping, construction, acquisition, 
improvement, upgrade and repair projects for all state-owned real property and 
facilities, which means the physical plant and related areas owned or operated by 
the Arkansas School for the Deaf including without limitation academic and 
administrative buildings, dormitories, grounds, lifts and elevators, walkways, utilities 
infrastructure, and other specialized equipment for students with disabilities related 
to the facilities listed in this section, the sum of .........................................$5,000,000. 
 
   
 SECTION 3.  APPROPRIATION - FEDERAL FUNDS. There is hereby 
appropriated, to the Department of Education - Arkansas School for the Deaf, to be 
payable from the federal funds as designated by the Chief Fiscal Officer of the State, 
the following:  
   (A) For maintenance, renovation, equipping, construction, acquisition, 
improvement, upgrade and repair projects for all state-owned real property and 
facilities, which means the physical plant and related areas owned or operated by 
the Arkansas School for the Deaf including without limitation academic and 
administrative buildings, dormitories, grounds, lifts and elevators, walkways, utilities 
infrastructure, and other specialized equipment for students with disabilities related 
to the facilities listed in this section, the sum of ........................................$5,000,000. 
 
   SECTION 4.  APPROPRIATION – EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES PARTNERSHIP 
FUND ACCOUNT. There is hereby appropriated, to the Department of Education - 
Arkansas School for the Deaf, to be payable from the Educational Facilities 
Partnership Fund Account, the following:  
   (A) For maintenance, renovation, equipping, construction, acquisition, 
improvement, upgrade and repair projects for all state-owned real property and 
facilities, which means the physical plant and related areas owned or operated by 
the Arkansas School for the Deaf including without limitation academic and 
administrative buildings, dormitories, grounds, lifts and elevators, walkways, utilities 
infrastructure, and other specialized equipment for students with disabilities related 
to the facilities listed in this section, the sum of ........................................$5,000,000. 
 
   SECTION 5.  SPECIAL LANGUAGE.  NOT TO BE INCORPORATED INTO THE 
ARKANSAS CODE NOR PUBLISHED SEPARATELY AS SPECIAL, LOCAL AND 
TEMPORARY LAW.  FACILITIES FUNDING.  The Arkansas School for the Deaf is 
eligible for funding under the Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities Funding 
Act, §6-20-2501 et seq., the Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities Financing 
Act of 2007, §6-20-2601 et seq., and other sources of funding allowed by law.     
   The Arkansas School for the Deaf shall have a separate review and approval 
process under §6-43-207 and §6-43-303 to receive facilities funding in lieu of the 
review and approval process for a public school or a public school district under the 
Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities Funding Act, §6-20-2501 et seq., and 
the Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities Financing Act of 2007, §6-20-2601 
et seq." 
 
And 
Appropriately renumber subsequent sections of the bill. 
 

(SIGNED)  SENATOR GILBERT BAKER 

 
The Amendment was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second 

time and adopted. 
     (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

Senate Bill No. 390 was ordered engrossed. 
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On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 391 was placed back on second 

reading for purpose of Amendment No. 1.  

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 1 to SENATE BILL NO. 391 
          JBC 03/24/09(1) 

Amend Senate Bill No. 391 as originally introduced: 

Add the following new sections immediately following SECTION 1 to read as follows:   
 
   "SECTION 2.  APPROPRIATION - GENERAL IMPROVEMENT. There is hereby 
appropriated, to the Department of Education - Arkansas School for the Blind, to be 
payable from the General Improvement Fund or its successor fund or fund accounts, 
the following:  
  
  (A) For maintenance, renovation, equipping, construction, acquisition, 
improvement, upgrade and repair projects for all state-owned real property and 
facilities, which means the physical plant and related areas owned or operated by 
the Arkansas School for the Blind including without limitation academic and 
administrative buildings, dormitories, grounds, lifts and elevators, walkways, utilities 
infrastructure, and other specialized equipment for students with disabilities related 
to the facilities listed in this section, the sum of .........................................$5,000,000. 
 
   SECTION 3.  APPROPRIATION - FEDERAL FUNDS. There is hereby 
appropriated, to the Department of Education - Arkansas School for the Blind, to be 
payable from the federal funds as designated by the Chief Fiscal Officer of the State, 
the following:  
   (A) For maintenance, renovation, equipping, construction, acquisition, 
improvement, upgrade and repair projects for all state-owned real property and 
facilities, which means the physical plant and related areas owned or operated by 
the Arkansas School for the Blind including without limitation academic and 
administrative buildings, dormitories, grounds, lifts and elevators, walkways, utilities 
infrastructure, and other specialized equipment for students with disabilities related 
to the facilities listed in this section, the sum of ........................................$5,000,000. 
 
   SECTION 4.  APPROPRIATION – EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES PARTNERSHIP 
FUND ACCOUNT. There is hereby appropriated, to the Department of Education - 
Arkansas School for the Blind, to be payable from the Educational Facilities 
Partnership Fund Account, the following:  
   (A) For maintenance, renovation, equipping, construction, acquisition, 
improvement, upgrade and repair projects for all state-owned real property and 
facilities, which means the physical plant and related areas owned or operated by 
the Arkansas School for the Blind including without limitation academic and 
administrative buildings, dormitories, grounds, lifts and elevators, walkways, utilities 
infrastructure, and other specialized equipment for students with disabilities related 
to the facilities listed in this section, the sum of ........................................$5,000,000. 
 
   SECTION 5. SPECIAL LANGUAGE.  NOT TO BE INCORPORATED INTO THE 
ARKANSAS CODE NOR PUBLISHED SEPARATELY AS SPECIAL, LOCAL AND 
TEMPORARY LAW.  FACILITIES FUNDING.  The Arkansas School for the Blind is 
eligible for funding under the Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities Funding 
Act, §6-20-2501 et seq., the Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities Financing 
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Act of 2007, §6-20-2601 et seq., and other sources of funding allowed by law.   
   
The Arkansas School for the Blind shall have a separate review and approval 
process under §6-43-207 and §6-43-303 to receive facilities funding in lieu of the 
review and approval process for a public school or a public school district under the 
Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities Funding Act, §6-20-2501 et seq., and 
the Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities Financing Act of 2007, §6-20-2601 
et seq." 
 
And 
 
Appropriately renumber subsequent sections of the bill. 

 

(SIGNED)  SENATOR GILBERT BAKER 

 

The Amendment was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second 

time and adopted. 

     (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

Senate Bill No. 391 was ordered engrossed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 745 was placed back on second 

reading for purpose of Amendment No. 1.  

 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

REGULAR SESSION 

Amendment No. 1 to SENATE BILL NO. 745 
          JBC 03/24/09(1) 

Amend Senate Bill No. 745 as originally introduced: 

Page 2, line 25, delete "$0" and substitute "$30,000,000" 
 
AND 
 
Insert an new SECTION immediately following SECTION 2 to read as follows: 
"     SECTION 3. SPECIAL LANGUAGE. NOT TO BE INCORPORATED INTO THE 
ARKANSAS CODE NOR PUBLISHED SEPARATELY AS SPECIAL, LOCAL AND 
TEMPORARY LAW. FUNDING TRANSFER. The Chief Fiscal Officer of the State 
may transfer from time to time on his or her books and those of the State Treasurer 
and the Auditor of the State the sum not to exceed thirty million dollars 
($30,000,000) from Federal Funds as determined by the Chief Fiscal Officer of the 
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State to the Technology Acceleration Fund to provide funds for the appropriation 
herein." 
 
AND 
 
 
Appropriately renumber the subsequent SECTIONS of the bill. 
 

(SIGNED)  SENATOR GILBERT BAKER 

The Amendment was read the first time, rules suspended, read the second 

time and adopted. 

     (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

Senate Bill No. 745 was ordered engrossed. 

 

 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Baker, the Senate resolved itself into the Committee of 

the Whole for the purpose of Joint Budget Bills. 

 

 

 Without objection, the Committee of the Whole was dissolved, and the Senate 

took up its regular order of business. 

 
 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Baker, the rules were suspended in considering Senate 

Bill No. 526 at this time. 

 
 On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 526 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 

SENATE BILL NO. 526 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO MAKE AN APPROPRIATION 

FOR PERSONAL SERVICES FOR THE DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE AUDIT OF 

THE LEGISLATIVE JOINT AUDITING COMMITTEE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

ENDING JUNE 30, 2010; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
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 Senate Bill No. 526 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................27 

 
So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

 

 

There being an emergency clause attached to Senate Bill No. 526, the 

President ordered the Secretary to call the roll upon the adoption of the emergency 

clause. 

The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 
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 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

   

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the adoption of the Emergency Clause .........................24  

 
So the Emergency Clause was adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

Senate Bill No. 526 was ordered immediately transmitted to the House. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Baker, the rules were suspended in considering Senate 

Bill No. 567 at this time. 

 
 On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 567 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 

SENATE BILL NO. 567 

As Engrossed: S3/10/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO MAKE AN APPROPRIATION 

FOR COUNTY REIMBURSEMENT FOR JURORS FOR THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

OFFICE OF THE COURTS WHICH SHALL BE SUPPLEMENTAL AND IN 

ADDITION TO THOSE FUNDS APPROPRIATED BY ACT 1264 OF 2007; AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

 Senate Bill No. 567 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 
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 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

  

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................27 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

There being an emergency clause attached to Senate Bill No. 567, the 

President ordered the Secretary to call the roll upon the adoption of the emergency 

clause. 

The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 
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 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  

  VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the adoption of the Emergency Clause .........................24 

 
So the Emergency Clause was adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

Senate Bill No. 567 was ordered immediately transmitted to the House. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Baker, the rules were suspended in considering Senate 

Bill No. 746 at this time. 

 
 On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 746 was called up for third 

reading and final disposition. 

 

SENATE BILL NO. 746 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  SENATOR BROADWAY 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE WEBB 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO MAKE AN APPROPRIATION 

FOR PERSONAL SERVICES AND OPERATING EXPENSES FOR THE 

ARKANSAS BUILDING AUTHORITY - SUSTAINABLE BUILDING DESIGN 

PROGRAM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2010; AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES. 
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 Senate Bill No. 746 was placed on third reading and final disposition, the 

question being:  Shall the Bill pass? 

 The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the passage of the bill ...................................................27 

 

So the bill passed and the title as read was agreed to. 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 
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There being an emergency clause attached to Senate Bill No. 746, the 

President ordered the Secretary to call the roll upon the adoption of the emergency 

clause. 

The Secretary called the roll, and the following members voted: 

 

 AFFIRMATIVE:  Altes, G. Baker, Bledsoe, Bookout, Broadway, Bryles, 

Capps, Crumbly, Elliott, Faris, Glover, Hendren, Horn, G. Jeffress, J. Jeffress, B. 

Johnson, D. Johnson, J. Key, Laverty, Luker, Madison, P. Malone, Miller, B. 

Pritchard, Salmon, T. Smith, Steele, J. Taylor, Teague, R. Thompson, Trusty, 

Whitaker, H. Wilkins, Wilkinson, D. Wyatt. 

   Total .........................................................................................35 

 

 NEGATIVE:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

 VOTING PRESENT:   

   Total ...........................................................................................0 

  Total number of votes cast ..................................................................35 

  Necessary to the adoption of the Emergency Clause .........................24  

 
 

So the Emergency Clause was adopted. 

 

      (SIGNED)  ANN CORNWELL, SECRETARY 

 

Senate Bill No. 746 was ordered immediately transmitted to the House. 
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 STATE OF ARKANSAS 
 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
 

STATE CAPITOL 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

MIKE BEEBE 
Governor 

 
March 24, 2009 

 
 
 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE 
 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
This is to inform your Honorable Body that on March 24, 2009, I approved the following 
measures from the Regular Session of the Eighty-seventh General Assembly:  
 
  Senate Bill No.   067, - ACT 548, 
  Senate Bill No.   076, - ACT 549, 
  Senate Bill No.   198, - ACT 550, 
  Senate Bill No.   260, - ACT 551, 
  Senate Bill No.   318, - ACT 552, 
  Senate Bill No.   356, - ACT 553, 
  Senate Bill No.   362, - ACT 554, 
  Senate Bill No.   369, - ACT 555, 
  Senate Bill No.   393, - ACT 556, 
  Senate Bill No.   404, - ACT 557, 
  Senate Bill No.   448, - ACT 558, 
  Senate Bill No.   454, - ACT 559, 
  Senate Bill No.   467, - ACT 560, 
  Senate Bill No.   468, - ACT 561, 
  Senate Bill No.   582, - ACT 562, 
  Senate Bill No.   658, - ACT 563, 
  Senate Bill No.   676, - ACT 564, 
  Senate Bill No.   701, - ACT 565, 
  Senate Bill No.   764, - ACT 566, 
  Senate Bill No.   771, - ACT 567, 
  Senate Bill No.   797, - ACT 568, 
  Senate Bill No.   800, - ACT 569, 
  Senate Bill No.   824, - ACT 570, 
  Senate Bill No.   843, - ACT 571, 
  Senate Bill No.   866, - ACT 572, 
  Senate Bill No.   966, - ACT 573, 
  Senate Bill No. 1002, - ACT 574, 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
    (SIGNED) MIKE BEEBE 
      Governor 
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 STATE OF ARKANSAS 
 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
 

STATE CAPITOL 
 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
MIKE BEEBE 
Governor 

 
 

March 25, 2009 
 
 
 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE 
 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
This is to inform your Honorable Body that on March 25, 2009, I approved the following 
measures from the Regular Session of the Eighty-seventh General Assembly:  
 
  Senate Bill No. 082, - ACT 597, 
  Senate Bill No. 153, - ACT 598, 
  Senate Bill No. 193, - ACT 599 
  Senate Bill No. 244, - ACT 600 
  Senate Bill No. 389, - ACT 601, 
  Senate Bill No. 400, - ACT 602, 
  Senate Bill No. 419, - ACT 603, 
  Senate Bill No. 525, - ACT 604, 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
    (SIGNED) MIKE BEEBE 
      Governor 
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ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009  

 
Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENGROSSED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

 
  SENATE BILL NO. 867, BY SENATOR FARIS ET AL, 

 
beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the engrossed copy with the 

original and we find the same correctly engrossed. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                        CHAIRMAN 

 
 
 On motion of Senator Faris, Senate Bill No. 867 was ordered re-referred to 

the Committee on STATE AGENCIES & GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

 
March 25, 2009  

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENGROSSED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

 
  SENATE BILL NO. 871, BY SENATOR TEAGUE, 

 
beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the engrossed copy with the 

original and we find the same correctly engrossed. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                        CHAIRMAN 
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ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

 
March 25, 2009  

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENGROSSED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

 
  HOUSE BILL NO. 1646, BY REPRESENTATIVE RAINEY, 

 
beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the engrossed copy with the 

original and we find the same correctly engrossed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                        CHAIRMAN 

 
 
 On motion of Senator Elliott, House Bill No. 1646 was ordered re-referred to 

the Committee on STATE AGENCIES & GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS. 

 
ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

 
March 25, 2009  

 
Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENGROSSED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

 
  HOUSE BILL NO. 1939, BY REPRESENTATIVE SAUNDERS, 

 
beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the engrossed copy with the 

original and we find the same correctly engrossed. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                        CHAIRMAN 
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 Senate Bill No. 3 was returned from the House as passed and ordered enrolled. 

 

 

 

 Senate Bill No. 353 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 

 

 Senate Bill No. 493 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 

 

 Senate Bill No. 494 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 

 

 Senate Bill No. 780 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 

 

 Senate Bill No. 810 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 

 

 Senate Bill No. 836 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 

 

 Senate Bill No. 841 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 
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 Senate Bill No. 878 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 

 Senate Bill No. 961 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 23 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  SENATOR MADISON 
 

SENATE RESOLUTION TO HONOR THE WORK OF FAY JONES, THE 

IMPACT HE HAD ON THE ARCHITECTURAL COMMUNITY, AND THE 

RENAMING OF THE SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 

ARKANSAS AT FAYETTEVILLE AS THE FAY JONES SCHOOL OF 

ARCHITECTURE ON APRIL 4, 2009. 

 
Senate Resolution No. 23 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and placed on the Calendar. 

 

 

 

 

Received from the House 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1603 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE SHELBY 

 
A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO IMPROVE THE INVESTIGATION 

AND CERTIFICATION OF DEATH IN ARKANSAS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
House Bill No. 1603 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and referred to the Committee on PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & 

LABOR. 
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Received from the House 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1852 

As Engrossed: H3/10/09 H3/12/09 H3/23/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVES BREEDLOVE, HAWKINS, ALLEN, BETTS, T. 

BRADFORD, J. BROWN, M. BURRIS, CHEATHAM, COLE, COOK, COOPER, L. 

COWLING, DALE, DAVIS, ENGLISH, GEORGE, GLIDEWELL, R. GREEN, HALL, 

HARRELSON, HOUSE, HOYT, KERR, LOVELL, OVERBEY, PENNARTZ, PERRY, 

PIERCE, POWERS, RAGLAND, RAINEY, REYNOLDS, RICE, SAMPLE, 

SAUNDERS, G. SMITH, STEWART, SUMMERS, TYLER, WEBB, WELLS, B. 

WILKINS, WORD, CARROLL, CASH, DAVENPORT, GASKILL, LINDSEY, 

MCCRARY, MCLEAN, NIX, PATTERSON, J. ROEBUCK, WAGNER, WOODS, 

ADCOCK & DUNN 

BY: SENATOR BROADWAY 

 
A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO ESTABLISH AN ACADEMIC 

FACILITIES REVIEW BOARD; TO PROVIDE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS WITH 

AN ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITY FOR A HEARING ON THE DETERMINATION 

REGARDING STATE FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION FOR ACADEMIC FACILITIES 

PROJECTS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
House Bill No. 1852 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and referred to the Committee on EDUCATION. 
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Received from the House 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1860 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO LIMIT THE VALIDITY PERIOD 

FOR DRIVER'S LICENSES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS ISSUED TO 

APPLICANTS WHO ARE NOT CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES; AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

House Bill No. 1860 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and referred to the Committee on TRANSPORTATION, TECHNOLOGY 

AND LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Received from the House 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1894 

As Engrossed: H3/19/09 H3/23/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVES BLOUNT, ALLEN, T. BAKER, DAVIS, HOYT, INGRAM, 

W. LEWELLEN, RAINEY, SAUNDERS, SHELBY & WORD 

BY:  SENATORS STEELE, CRUMBLY, ELLIOTT & H. WILKINS 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION TO EXPAND THE SKILLS TRAINING 

PROGRAM AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR INMATES IN THE 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

House Bill No. 1894 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and referred to the Committee on STATE AGENCIES & 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS. 
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Received from the House 
 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1966 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE CHEATHAM 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO PROVIDE A CREDIT OR 

REBATE ON THE LOCAL SALES AND USE TAX PAID ABOVE TWO THOUSAND 

FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($2,500) ON THE PURCHASE OF A TRAILER; AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

House Bill No. 1966 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and referred to the Committee on REVENUE & TAXATION. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Received from the House 
 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1997 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE HALL 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO ESTABLISH PROVISIONS OF 

LAW REGARDING THE DISTRIBUTION OF DRUG SAMPLES; AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES. 

 

House Bill No. 1997 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and referred to the Committee on PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & 

LABOR. 
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Received from the House 
 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2147 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE LOVELL 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO SET OUT THE PROCEDURE 

FOR EQUALIZATION BOARDS TO FOLLOW WHEN CHANGING PROPERTY 

VALUES IN A YEAR WHEN A COUNTY IS NOT COMPLETING REAPPRAISAL; 

TO CONSULT WITH THE ASSESSMENT COORDINATION DEPARTMENT TO 

UTILIZE DATA COMPILED UNDER THE ASSESSMENT COORDINATION 

DEPARTMENT'S SALES RATIO STUDY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

House Bill No. 2147 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and referred to the Committee on REVENUE & TAXATION. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Received from the House 
 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1305 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO MAKE AN APPROPRIATION 

FOR GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 

INFORMATION SYSTEMS WHICH SHALL BE SUPPLEMENTAL AND IN 

ADDITION TO THOSE FUNDS APPROPRIATED BY ACT 794 OF 2007; AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

House Bill No. 1305 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and placed on the Calendar. 
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Received from the House 
 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1364 

As Engrossed: H3/3/09 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVES M. BURRIS, COOPER, DALE, GEORGE, R. GREEN, 

LEA, LOVELL, LOWERY, M. MARTIN, OVERBEY, POWERS, PYLE, SAUNDERS, 

SHELBY & WELLS 

BY:  SENATORS G. BAKER AND FARIS 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO MAKE AN APPROPRIATION 

FOR GRANTS AND AID TO LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND SPECIAL 

PROGRAMS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WHICH SHALL BE 

SUPPLEMENTAL AND IN ADDITION TO THOSE FUNDS APPROPRIATED BY 

ACT 229 OF 2007; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

House Bill No. 1364 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and placed on the Calendar. 

 
 
 
 
 

Received from the House 
 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1654 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO MAKE AN APPROPRIATION 

FOR PERSONAL SERVICES, SUBSTITUTE EXPENSES, AND EXPENSE 

ALLOWANCE OF THE TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS OF THE 

CIRCUIT COURTS WHICH SHALL BE SUPPLEMENTAL AND IN ADDITION TO 

THOSE FUNDS APPROPRIATED BY ACT 481 OF 2007; AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES. 

 

House Bill No. 1654 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and placed on the Calendar. 
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Received from the House 
 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1685 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE REYNOLDS 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO MAKE AN APPROPRIATION 

FOR ADDITIONAL PILOT STATE DISTRICT COURT JUDGESHIPS FOR THE 

AUDITOR OF STATE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2010; AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

House Bill No. 1685 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and placed on the Calendar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Received from the House 
 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1919 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

BY:  REPRESENTATIVE MALOCH 

 

A Bill for an Act to be Entitled:  AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS LAW TO 

MEET THE REQUIREMENTS AND DEADLINES OF THE AMERICAN RECOVERY 

AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

House Bill No. 1919 was read the first time, rules suspended, read the 

second time and placed on the Calendar. 
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 Senate Bill No. 93 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 Senate Bill No. 412 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 Senate Bill No. 413 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

  

Senate Bill No. 414 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 Senate Bill No. 415 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 Senate Bill No. 420 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 
 Senate Bill No. 421 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 
 Senate Bill No. 422 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 Senate Bill No. 423 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 Senate Bill No. 424 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 

 

 Senate Bill No. 425 was returned from the House as passed and ordered 

enrolled. 
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ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

 

March 25, 2009  

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENGROSSED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

 
  SENATE BILL NO. 138, BY SENATOR FARIS, 

 
beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the engrossed copy with the 

original and we find the same correctly engrossed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                        CHAIRMAN 

 

 

 

 On motion of Senator Faris, Senate Bill No. 138 was ordered re-referred to the 

Committee on JOINT RETIREMENT AND SOCIAL SECURITY. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

 

March 25, 2009  

 

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENGROSSED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

 

  SENATE BILL NO. 257, BY JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE, 

  SENATE BILL NO. 416, BY JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE, 
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  SENATE BILL NO. 417, BY JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE, 

 

beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the engrossed copies with the 

original and we find the same correctly engrossed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                        CHAIRMAN 

 
 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 257 was ordered re-referred to the 

Committee on JOINT BUDGET. 

 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 416 was ordered re-referred to the 

Committee on JOINT BUDGET. 

 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Baker, Senate Bill No. 417 was ordered re-referred to the 

Committee on JOINT BUDGET. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

 

March 25, 2009  

 

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENGROSSED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

 

  SENATE BILL NO. 390, BY JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE, 

  SENATE BILL NO. 391, BY JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE,    
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  SENATE BILL NO. 745, BY SENATOR BROADWAY, 

 

beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the engrossed copies with the 

original and we find the same correctly engrossed. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                        CHAIRMAN 

 
 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

 

March 25, 2009  

 

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on ENROLLED BILLS, to whom was referred: 

 
  SENATE BILL NO.   54, BY SENATOR J. JEFFRESS, 

  SENATE BILL NO. 192, BY SENATOR FARIS, 

  SENATE BILL NO. 767, BY SENATOR FARIS, 

  SENATE BILL NO. 875, BY SENATOR HORN, 

SENATE BILL NO.   38, BY SENATOR FARIS, 

 

beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the 

original and we find the same correctly enrolled and have at 2:20 p.m. delivered 

them to the Governor for his approval. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

(SIGNED)  JOHN PAUL CAPPS 

                   CHAIRMAN 
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GOVERNOR'S BILL RECEIPTS 
 

SENATE BILL NO.   54 

SENATE BILL NO. 192 

SENATE BILL NO. 767 

SENATE BILL NO. 875 

SENATE BILL NO.   38 

 
RECEIVED the above papers from the Secretary of the Senate this 25th day of 

March, 2009 at 2:20 p.m. 

 
(SIGNED) MIKE BEEBE 

 Governor 
 

(SIGNED) Pamela Hayes 

 Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

 
Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on EDUCATION, to whom was referred: 

 
SENATE BILL NO. 853, BY SENATOR BROADWAY,  

SENATE BILL NO. 854, BY SENATOR BROADWAY, 

SENATE BILL NO. 855, BY SENATOR BROADWAY, 

SENATE BILL NO. 856, BY SENATOR BROADWAY, 

SENATE BILL NO. 857, BY SENATOR BROADWAY, 

SENATE BILL NO. 858, BY SENATOR BROADWAY, 

 
beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that they do pass. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

   (SIGNED)      SENATOR JIMMY JEFFRESS 

      CHAIRMAN 
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ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

 
Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on EDUCATION, to whom was referred: 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1680, BY REPRESENTATIVE MALOCH, 

 
beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that it do pass as amended No. 1. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 

   (SIGNED)      SENATOR JIMMY JEFFRESS 

      CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 
 
 

 STATE OF ARKANSAS 
 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
 

STATE CAPITOL 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

MIKE BEEBE 
Governor 

 
March 25, 2009 

 
 
 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE 
 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
This is to inform your Honorable Body that on March 25, 2009, I approved the following 
measures from the Regular Session of the Eighty-seventh General Assembly:  
 
  Senate Bill No. 026, - ACT 605, 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
    (SIGNED) MIKE BEEBE 
      Governor 
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ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 25, 2009 

 

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on EDUCATION, to whom was referred: 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1764, BY REPRESENTATIVE HUTCHINSON, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1808, BY REPRESENTATIVE ALLEN, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1932, BY REPRESENTATIVE J. ROEBUCK, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1990, BY REPRESENTATIVE J. ROEBUCK, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1996, BY REPRESENTATIVE J. ROEBUCK, 
 

beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that they do pass. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 
   (SIGNED)      SENATOR JIMMY JEFFRESS 

      CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

 
March 25, 2009 

 
Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on EDUCATION, to whom was referred: 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1273, BY REPRESENTATIVE BLOUNT, 

 
beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that it do pass as amended No. 1. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 

   (SIGNED)      SENATOR JIMMY JEFFRESS 

      CHAIRMAN 



  

 

3479

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

 

March 25, 2009 

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on EDUCATION, to whom was referred: 

 
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1017,  

BY REPRESENTATIVE DICKINSON, 

 
beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that it  do pass. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

   (SIGNED)      SENATOR JIMMY JEFFRESS 

      CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARKANSAS SENATE 

EIGHTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

REGULAR SESSION 

 

March 25, 2009 

Mr. President: 

We, your Committee on EDUCATION, to whom was referred: 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 2007, BY REPRESENTATIVE HYDE, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2014, BY REPRESENTATIVE M. BURRIS, 

 
beg leave to report that we have had the same under consideration, and herewith 

return the same with the recommendation that they  do pass. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

   (SIGNED)      SENATOR JIMMY JEFFRESS 

      CHAIRMAN 
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SENATE BILLS TRANSMITTED TO THE HOUSE 

AS PASSED  

SENATE BILL NO. 299 

SENATE BILL NO. 526 

SENATE BILL NO. 567 

SENATE BILL NO. 608 

SENATE BILL NO. 746 

 

 

 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TRANSMITTED 

TO THE HOUSE AS ADOPTED 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10 

 

 
 

HOUSE BILLS RETURNED TO THE HOUSE 

 AS PASSED 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1474 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1607 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1625 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1694 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1715 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1833 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1853 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1924 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1934 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2009 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2257 
 

 
 
 

HOUSE BILLS RETURNED TO THE HOUSE  

AS PASSED AS AMENDED 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1414 AS AMENDED NO. 1 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1586 AS AMENDED NO. 1 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1673 AS AMENDED NO. 1 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1800 AS AMENDED NO. 1 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1899 AS AMENDED NO. 1 
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS RETURNED 

TO THE HOUSE AS CONCURRED IN 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1015 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1021 

 
 
 

SENATE BILLS RETURNED FROM THE HOUSE 

AS PASSED AND ORDERED ENROLLED 

SENATE BILL NO.     3  

SENATE BILL NO.   93 

SENATE BILL NO. 353 

SENATE BILL NO. 412 

SENATE BILL NO. 413 

SENATE BILL NO. 414 

SENATE BILL NO. 415 

SENATE BILL NO. 420 

SENATE BILL NO. 421 

SENATE BILL NO. 422 

SENATE BILL NO. 423 

SENATE BILL NO. 424 

SENATE BILL NO. 425 

SENATE BILL NO. 493 

SENATE BILL NO. 494 

SENATE BILL NO. 780 

SENATE BILL NO. 810 

SENATE BILL NO. 836 

SENATE BILL NO. 841 

SENATE BILL NO. 878 

SENATE BILL NO. 961 

 
 

 
 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RETURNED FROM THE HOUSE 

AS CONCURRED IN AND ORDERED ENROLLED 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 13 
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SENATE BILL RETURNED FROM THE HOUSE AS REQUESTED 

SENATE BILL NO. 138 

 
 

 
HOUSE BILLS TRANSMITTED TO THE SENATE  

AS PASSED 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1305 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1364 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1603 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1654 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1685 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1852 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1860 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1894 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1919 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1966 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1997 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2147 

 

 

 
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TRANSMITTED 

TO THE SENATE AS ADOPTED 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1015 

 
 
 
 On motion of Senator Whitaker, the Senate adjourned until 11:00 a.m., 

Thursday, March 26, 2009. 

 

 

 

 
         
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE 
 
 
 
 
         
SECRETARY OF THE SENATE 


