EXHIBIT  E-1
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH  

	SUBJECT:  Tuberculosis Screening for Foreign Born University and College Students

DESCRIPTION:  This revises the rules pertaining to tuberculosis screening for foreign-born university and college students to permit acceptance of a blood test in lieu of the TB skin test to detect tuberculosis.  The changes follow:

· The TB blood test (interferon-gamma release assay [IGRA]) measures how the immune system reacts to the bacteria that cause TB.
· It is approved by the U. S. Food and Drug Administration and accepted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
· A positive TB skin test or TB blood test only tells that a person has been infected with TB bacteria.  Other tests, such as a chest x-ray and sputum smear, will continue to be needed to determine if the person has TB disease.
· The TB blood test (interferon-gamma release assays [OGRA]) is added to the definition of a tuberculin test and made allowable as the initial enrollment test for a foreign-born student.
· A current or previous positive TB blood test (IGRA) will require the same follow-up as a tuberculin skin test reaction of 10 mm or more – a radiograph and additional evaluation and/or treatment as needed.
· To be approved to conduct TB screenings, college and university student health centers will be required to employ one or more individuals certified to draw and properly handle tuberculosis blood test specimens.
· Obsolete language permitting phasing-in the original regulations is removed.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  A public hearing was held on January 11, 2011.  There was no one from the public in attendance.  The public comment period ended on January 11, 2011.  There were no public comments submitted to the Department of Health.  The proposed effective date is May 1, 2011.

CONTROVERSY:  This is not expected to be controversial.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:  There is no financial impact.

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION:  Arkansas Code Annotated § 20-7-109(a)(1) generally authorizes the Arkansas State Board of Health to make “make all necessary and reasonable rules and regulations of a general nature for; (A)  The protection of the public health and safety;  (B)  The general amelioration of the sanitary and hygienic conditions within the state;  (C)  The suppression and prevention of infectious, contagious, and communicable diseases;  (D) The proper enforcement of quarantine, isolation, and control of such diseases; and  (E)  The proper control of chemical exposures that may result in adverse health effects to the public.”

Arkansas Code Annotated § 20-7-110(a)(2) authorizes the Arkansas State Board of Health the power of general supervision and control of all matters pertaining to the health of its citizens and “full power and authority to prevent the entrance of such diseases from points outside the state.”
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