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   REPORT OF THE  

EXECUTIVE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 

ARKANSAS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

May 31, 2024 

Senator Terry Rice, Co-Chair  Representative Jeff Wardlaw, Co-Chair   
Senator Ben Gilmore, Vice Co-Chair Representative Bruce Cozart, Vice Co-Chair 
Senator Missy Irvin  Representative Matthew J. Shepherd  
Senator Bart Hester   Representative Kenneth B. Ferguson  

March 27, 2024 Meeting 

We, the Executive Subcommittee of the Arkansas Legislative Council, met Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in 
Room A of the Big MAC Building, Little Rock, Arkansas. Co-Chair Jeff Wardlaw called the meeting to order 
and saw a quorum of members present.  

The Subcommittee received the final report related to the Education Facilities Property Insurance Study from 
Mr. Roberts Lee, Mr. Clint Lamberth, and Mr. Kyle Morgan, Meadors, Adams & Lee Insurance, Inc. After the 
report, members were recognized for questions or discussion.  

  April 4, 2024 Meeting 

We, the Executive Subcommittee of the Arkansas Legislative Council, met again Thursday, April 4, 2024, in 
Room B of the Big MAC Building, Little Rock, Arkansas. Co-Chair Jeff Wardlaw called the meeting to order 
and saw a quorum of members present.  

Co-Chair Wardlaw recognized Ms. Jillian Thayer, Chief Legal Counsel, Bureau of Legislative Research (BLR) 
to speak on the need for actuarial and consulting services related to the Educational Facilities Property Insurance 
Study. Mr. Dean Ferdico and Mr. Kyle Hales, both of Perr & Knight were then introduced and recognized by 
the Co-Chair to present a proposal. After the presentation, Representative Kenneth Ferguson was recognized for 
a motion. 

Representative Ferguson moved that the ALC Executive Subcommittee direct the Bureau of Legislative 
Research (BLR) to negotiate a contract with Perr & Knight that includes the terms of the proposal and 
to authorize the Co-Chairs to approve the final contract by Emergency Action under ALC Rule 16(b). 
The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote.  

The Emergency Action Report approving the contract is attached. (Attachments 1-2) 

April 23, 2024 Meeting 

We, the Executive Subcommittee of the Arkansas Legislative Council, met Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in Room 
B of the Big MAC Building, Little Rock, Arkansas. Co-Chair Jeff Wardlaw called the meeting to order and 
saw a quorum of members present.  

Co-Chair Wardlaw referred members to the proposed emergency rule from the Department of Commerce, 
Arkansas Waterways Commission, regarding the Eligibility Criteria for the Arkansas Port, Intermodal, and 
Waterway Development Program and recognized Ms. Cassandra Caldwell, Director, Arkansas Waterways 
Commission, and Ms. Allison Hatfield, Chief of Staff, both of Department of Commerce, to present the rule. 
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After discussion, without objection, the proposed emergency rule was reviewed and approved, and the review 
and approval was effective at 12:01 a.m., Thursday, April 25, 2024. 

Next, Co-Chair Wardlaw referred members to the proposed emergency rule from the Department of Education, 
Division of Career and Technical Education, regarding a Rule Governing the Adult Diploma Program and 
recognized Mr. Andrés Rhodes, Chief Legal Counsel, Dr. Sonya Wright-McMurray, Sr. Associate Director, 
Mr. Ross White, Director, all of the Division of Career and Technical Education, and Ms. Courtney Salas-
Ford, Chief of Staff, Department of Education, to present the rule. After discussion, without objection, the 
proposed emergency rule was reviewed and approved, and the review and approval was effective at 12:01 
a.m., Thursday, April 25, 2024.

Lastly, Co-Chair Wardlaw recognized Ms. Jillian Thayer, Chief Legal Counsel, Mr. Eric Sanders, Assistant 
Director - Information Systems, Mr. Adam Linz, Administrator, and Mr. Matt Bloomfield, BLR Production 
Assistant, all of the Bureau of Legislative Research, to present audio/visual vendor proposals. After the 
presentation, Representative Bruce Cozart was recognized for a motion.  

Representative Cozart moved to invite CTi and The Field Shop to present to the ALC - Executive 
Subcommittee on Thursday, May 2, 2024, oral presentations of their proposals. The motion was 
seconded and passed by voice vote.  

May 2, 2024 Meeting 

We, the Executive Subcommittee of the Arkansas Legislative Council, met Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Room B 
of the Big MAC Building, Little Rock, Arkansas. Co-Chair Terry Rice called the meeting to order and saw a 
quorum of members present.  

Co-Chair Rice referred members to the proposed emergency rule from the State Board of Election 
Commissioners, on a rule regarding Voter Registration, and recognized Mr. Chris Madison, Director, and Mr. 
Waylan Cooper, Legal Counsel, State Board of Election Commissioners, to present the rule. After the 
presentation and questions by members, Senator Missy Irvin was recognized for a motion.  

Senator Irvin moved that the proposed emergency rule be reviewed and approved and the review and 
approval shall be effective at 12:01a.m., Saturday, May 4, 2024. The motion was seconded and passed by 
voice vote.  

Co-Chair Rice then recognized CTi to present. Mr. Jonathan Parker and Mr. Richard Malott, CTi, and Mr. 
Darrin Kimsey and Manoj Patel, Televic, were recognized for an oral presentation of their proposal. Next, Co-
Chair Rice recognized Mr. Chis Reed with TFS Broadcast and Mr. Manoj Patel, Televic, for an oral 
presentation of their proposal. 

The subcommittee then recessed to deliberate, and a decision was made to utilize the services of CTi. 
Representative Kenneth Ferguson was recognized for a motion.  

Representative Ferguson moved to authorize the Bureau of Legislative Research (BLR) to enter into 
negotiations with CTi for an A/V services and equipment agreement, incorporating the terms and 
conditions of the RFP, and the consultant's proposal and responses to the RFP, and to also authorize the 
Policy-Making Subcommittee and the Co-chairs of ALC to approve the contract by emergency action. 
The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote.  

The Emergency Action Report approving the contract is attached. (Attachments 3-5) 

  Respectfully submitted,  

  Representative Jeff Wardlaw, Co-Chair and Senator Terry Rice, Co-Chair 



Attachment 1



Thayer, Jill E. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

good 

Jeff Wardlaw 
Friday, April 19, 2024 02:18 PM 
Thayer, Jill E. 
Re: Perr & Knight Contract -- Emergency Action 

On Fri, Apr 19, 2024 at 2:15 PM Thayer, Jill E. <Thayerj(a),blr.arkansas.gov> wrote: 

Senator Rice and Representative Wardlaw, 

Attached for your review is an Emergency Action report authorizing Marty to sign the Perr & Knight 
contract, per the motion adopted by the Executive Subcommittee at its April 4 meeting. As of th is 
morning, we received the last piece of documentation we had been waiting on from P&K. All terms 
of the contract (also attached) have been agreed to, and P&K have signed. 

' If you are good with this, please respond letting me know, and this will be repo1ted to ALC at its next 
meeting. 

Let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Jill. 

BLR Chief Legal Counsel 

Bureau of Legislative Research 

State Capitol, Rm. 315 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Phone: (501) 683-0720 



Fax: (501) 682-1936

thayerj@bl r. a rka nsas.gov 

"'e Pt.reau of Legislat,va Research is a nonpartisan legislative agency. Arkansas Code§ 7-1-103 proh1b1ts the use of 
• _ 8-'' a I 3nd any files transm;tted with it to be used for pol1t1cal purposes. including without limitation pol1t1cal
,:.J .-ert,.:Ing fundrais1ng or campaigning.

',CJNFIDENTIALITY NOTICE. This e-mail. including any attachments. contains information from the Arkansas Bureau of 
L8::J15 atIve Research. wn1ch may be confidential or privileged. The information Is intended to be for the use of the 
1 J • ,dual :x entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure copying, distribution 
, L,se cf r�e contents of this Informat1on is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error. please notify the sender 
, r T ernately by a ·•reply to sender only" message and destroy all electronic and hard copies of the communication 

r , J11J attachments 

Jeffrey Wardlaw, ATP 
State Representative 
870-226-9501 office
870-226-9500 fax
jdf a·jeffwardlmv.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: 

The information in this e-mail message 
and any attachments may contain privileged, confidential or proprietary 
information, including confidential health information, protected by 
applicable Federal or state laws. Such information is intended only for 
the recipient named above. If you are not the intended recipient, please 
notify the sender immediately, and take notice that any use, disclosure 

or distribution of such information is prohibited by law. 
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Thayer, Jill E.

From: Rice2, Terry 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Friday, April 19, 2024 02:21 PM 
Thayer, Jill E. 
Jeff Wardlaw; Garrity, Marty 

Subject: Re: Perr & Knight Contract -- Emergency Action 

I am good with proceeding. Thx, TR 

Sent from my iPad 

On Apr 19, 2024, at 2:15 PM, Thayer, Jill E. <Thayerj@blr.arkansas.gov> wrote: 

Senator Rice and Representative Wardlaw, 

Attached for your review is an Emergency Action report authorizing Marty to sign the 
Perr & Knight contract, per the motion adopted by the Executive Subcommittee at its 
Apri1 4 meeting. As of this morning, we received the last piece of documentation ,ve had 
been waiting on from P&K. All terms of the contract (also attached) have been agreed 
to, and P&K have signed. 

If you are good ·with this, please respond letting me know, and this will be repo1ted to 
ALC at its next meeting. 

Let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Jill. 

y/lia II q;, :!!lt:
lj

el' 
BLR Chief Legal Counsel 

Bureau of Legislative Research 

State Capitol, Rm. 315 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Phone: (501) 683-0720 

Fax: (501) 682-1936 

thayerj@blr.a rka nsas.gov 

The Bureau of Legislative Research is a nonpartisan legislative agency. Arkansas Code § 7-1-103 
prohibits the use of this e-mail and any files transmitted with it to be used for political purposes. including 
without limitation political advertising, fundraising, or campaigning. 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including any attachments, contains information from the 
Arkansas Bureau of Legislative Research, which may be confidential or privileged. The information 1s 
intended to be for the use of the individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient, be 
aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this information is prohibited. If 

1 



, .1. have received this e-mail 1n error please notify the sender immediately by a "reply to sender only' 
rriessagE- and destroy all electronic and hard copies of the communication. including attachments 
<Emerg Action Report_Perr & Knight Consulting Services K_ALC Cochairs_04192024.docx> 
<PerrKnight_BLR Contract - PK Signed.pdf> 
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Arkansas Legislative Council Report 
For Emergency Approval of 

Audio-Visual System Equipment and Services Agreement 
by and between 

the Bureau of Legislative Research and 
Conference Technologies, Inc. 

May 9, 2024 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

On May 2, 2024, the Executive Subcommittee of the Legislative Council authorized 
the Bureau of Legislative Research ("BLR") to enter negotiations with Conference 
Technologies, Inc. ("CTI") for an Audio-Visual System Equipment and Services 
Agreement, that includes the terms and conditions of RFP No. BLR-240001 and CTl's 
proposal in response to the RFP (the "Agreement"). The Executive Subcommittee also 
authorized Senator Rice and Representative Wardlaw, as Legislative Council Co-chairs, 
and Senator Chesterfield and Representative Ladyman, as Co-chairs of the Policy 
Making Subcommittee of the Legislative Council, to approve the final Agreement by 
emergency action. 

On May 9, 2024, Senator Rice and Representative Wardlaw and Senator 
Chesterfield and Representative Ladyman were notified that all terms of the Agreement 
have been finalized. Expedited approval of the Agreement was required due to time 
constraints regarding the work to be performed by CTI to replace and upgrade the audio­
visual system utilized by the General Assembly in the MAC Building, particularly with 
regard to Committee Rooms A and B. 

Under Rule 16 of the Rules of the Arkansas Legislative Council, Senator Terry 
Rice and Representative Jeff Wardlaw, Co-Chairs of the Legislative Council, and Senator 
Linda Chesterfield and Representative Jack Ladyman, Co-chairs of the Policy Making 
Subcommittee of the Legislative Council, have determined that emergency approval of 
the attached Agreement, is necessary in order to expedite the work of CTI with regard to 
the replacement and updating of the audio-visual system in the MAC Building, and in 
accordance with the directive of the Executive Subcommittee to take emergency action. 

This action is taken by the Co-Chairs on behalf of the Legislative Council and shall 
be reported to the Legislative Council at its next regularly scheduled meeting, in 
accordance with Rule 16. A copy of the Agreement is attached hereto. 
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