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From: ASCC New Claims
To: Thomas Burns; Roni Gean
Cc: Kathryn Irby
Subject: CLAIM: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim No. 220691
Date: Wednesday, December 1, 2021 12:36:00 PM
Attachments: Steven Pinder ADC agency ltr.pdf

Steven Pinder Claim.pdf

Please see attached. Contact Kathryn Irby with any questions.
 
Thank you,
Caitlin
 
Caitlin McDaniel
Administrative Specialist II
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue Suite 410
Little Rock, 72201
(501) 682-1619
Caitlin.McDaniel@arkansas.gov
 

mailto:ASCC.New.Claims@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:Roni.Gean@arkansas.gov
mailto:Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov



ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 


(501)682-1619 
FAX (501)682-2823 


 
 


101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 


LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201-3823 


KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 


 


Note to Claimant or Claimant’s counsel: The Claims Commission copied you on this correspondence to provide 
you with confirmation that your claim has been processed and served upon the respondent agency. 


 


December 1, 2021 
 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns         (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602 
 
 
RE: Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction 


Claim No.  220691 
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Dear Mr. Burns, 
 
  Enclosed please find a copy of the above-styled claim filed against the Arkansas Division 
of Correction. Pursuant to the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure, as well as Claims Commission 
Rule 2.2, you have thirty days from the date of service in which to file a responsive pleading. 
 
  Your responsive pleading should include your agency number, fund code, appropriation 
code, and activity/section/unit/element that this claim should be charged against, if liability is 
admitted, or if the Claims Commission approves this claim for payment. This information is 
necessary even if your agency denies liability. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Kathryn Irby 
 
 
ES:  cmcdaniel 
 
cc:  Steven Pinder (ADC 123397), Claimant (w/ encl.) 





		December 1, 2021


























ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501)682-1619 
FAX (501)682-2823 

 
 

101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 

 

Note to Claimant or Claimant’s counsel: The Claims Commission copied you on this correspondence to provide 
you with confirmation that your claim has been processed and served upon the respondent agency. 

 

December 1, 2021 
 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns         (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602 
 
 
RE: Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction 

Claim No.  220691 
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Dear Mr. Burns, 
 
  Enclosed please find a copy of the above-styled claim filed against the Arkansas Division 
of Correction. Pursuant to the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure, as well as Claims Commission 
Rule 2.2, you have thirty days from the date of service in which to file a responsive pleading. 
 
  Your responsive pleading should include your agency number, fund code, appropriation 
code, and activity/section/unit/element that this claim should be charged against, if liability is 
admitted, or if the Claims Commission approves this claim for payment. This information is 
necessary even if your agency denies liability. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Kathryn Irby 
 
 
ES:  cmcdaniel 
 
cc:  Steven Pinder (ADC ), Claimant (w/ encl.) 



From: Roni Gean
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Thomas Burns
Subject: Steven Pinder Claim 220691 - Answer 12-01-21.pdf
Date: Wednesday, December 1, 2021 2:01:34 PM
Attachments: Steven Pinder Claim 220691 - Answer 12-01-21.pdf

Good afternoon,
 
Please see attached our Answer in the above matter.  Thank you.
 
 
Roni Gean
Administrative Specialist III
DOC Division of Correction
Internal Affairs Division (870) 267-6218
Legal Division (870) 267-6844
6814 Princeton Pike, Pine Bluff, AR  71602
roni.gean@arkansas.gov
 
Confidentiality Notice:  This e-mail message and any attachment is the property of the State of Arkansas and may be protected
by state and federal law governing disclosure of private information.  It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or
transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the intended recipient you
may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or reply to this e-mail.
 

mailto:Roni.Gean@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:roni.gean@arkansas.gov

































































From: Thomas Burns
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Roni Gean
Subject: Steven Pinder v ADC 220691
Date: Monday, December 27, 2021 10:00:12 AM
Attachments: 4408_001.pdf

MTD
 
Thomas Burns
General Counsel
Arkansas Department of Corrections
Division of Correction
6814 Princeton Pike
Pine Bluff Arkansas 71602
Phone: (870) 267-6845
Fax: (870) 267-6373
thomas.burns@arkansas.gov
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of
Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private
information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has
misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the intended
recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email.
 

mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Roni.Gean@arkansas.gov
mailto:thomas.burns@arkansas.gov









































































































From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Roni Gean (DOC); Mika Tucker
Subject: Steven Pinder v ADC claims 220691 and 220456
Date: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 10:52:36 AM
Attachments: 2169_001.pdf

Motion protective order
 
Thomas Burns
General Counsel
Arkansas Department of Corrections
Division of Correction
6814 Princeton Pike
Pine Bluff Arkansas 71602
Phone: (870) 267-6845
Fax: (870) 267-6373
Cell: (870) 515-0918
thomas.burns@arkansas.gov
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of
Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private
information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has
misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the intended
recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email.
 

mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Roni.Gean@arkansas.gov
mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov
mailto:thomas.burns@arkansas.gov

































































































From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC); Roni Gean (DOC)
Subject: Steven Pinder v ADC 220691
Date: Friday, July 1, 2022 7:50:08 AM
Attachments: 2955_001.pdf

ADC response to MSJ
 
Thomas Burns
General Counsel
Arkansas Department of Corrections
Division of Correction
6814 Princeton Pike
Pine Bluff Arkansas 71602
Phone: (870) 267-6845
Fax: (870) 267-6373
Cell: (870) 515-0918
thomas.burns@arkansas.gov
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of
Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private
information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has
misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the intended
recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email.
 

mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov
mailto:Roni.Gean@arkansas.gov
mailto:thomas.burns@arkansas.gov
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From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC); ASCC Pleadings; Mika Tucker
Subject: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim No. 220691
Date: Wednesday, July 20, 2022 3:37:36 PM
Attachments: Steven Pinder v. ADC2 .pdf

Steven Pinder-order2.pdf

Thomas:
 
Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Misty
 
Misty Scott
Arkansas State Claims Commission
 

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=2A7DF03728E8472797E7998191511565-MISTY SCOTT
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov



ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 


(501) 682-1619 
FAX (501) 682-2823 


 
 


101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
72201-3823 


KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 


 
 July 20, 2022 


   
 
Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC 123397) 
Post Office Box 970 
Marianna, Arkansas 72360 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns          (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 
 
Re:    Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction  
 Claim No. 220691 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns:         
 


Enclosed please find an Order entered today by the Arkansas State Claims Commission. If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.  


 
      


Sincerely, 
       
      Mika Tucker 


 
 
ES: msscott 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
STEVEN PINDER (ADC 123397) CLAIMANT 
 
V.                                                            CLAIM NO. 220691 
                                    
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 
 


ORDER 


Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is a 


motion filed by the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent’) to dismiss the claim of 


Steven Pinder (the “Claimant”). Also pending is a motion for protective order filed by Respondent, 


a motion for summary judgment filed by Claimant and a motion to strike filed by Claimant. Based 


upon a review of the pleadings, the arguments made therein, and the law of Arkansas, the Claims 


Commission hereby finds as follows: 


1. Claimant filed his claim on November 18, 2021, seeking $15,000.00 in damages 


related to a Respondent’s mailroom supervisor knowingly and intentionally refusing to forward 


Claimant’s appeal of the publication review committee’s denial of two books. Claimant alleges 


that Respondent denied him access to the publication appeal process and precluded him from 


seeking redress in court.  


2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 12(b)(6), 


arguing, inter alia, that the Claims Commission does not have jurisdiction over Claimant’s claims.  


3. Claimant responded to the motion to dismiss, arguing that dismissal was not proper. 


4. Respondent has also filed a motion for protective order requesting that the Claims 


Commission designate Exhibit A to Respondent’s motion to dismiss as an in-camera document 
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available for the Claims Commission’s inspection only. Respondent requests that this document 


not be released to Claimant. 


5. Claimant did not respond to the motion for protective order. 


6. Claimant has filed a motion for summary judgment, arguing, inter alia, that 


Respondent’s mailroom supervisor “denied [C]laimant due process to the mandated appeal process 


by failing or refusing to forward [Claimant’s] appeal” to the Central Publication Review 


Committee.  


7. Respondent responded to the motion for summary judgment, arguing, inter alia, 


that Claimant states that Respondent violated his liberty interests and that the Claims Commission 


does not have jurisdiction.  


8. Claimant filed a motion to strike Respondent’s response to his motion for summary 


judgment, arguing that the response was untimely.   


9. The Claims Commission finds that Respondent’s motion to dismiss did not provide 


a clear basis, argument or authority for challenging the jurisdiction of the Claims Commission over 


this matter, and the Claims Commission is unwilling to infer such an argument. However, subject 


matter jurisdiction is an issue that may be raised by the Claims Commission sua sponte at any 


time. See Ark. R. Civ. Pro. 12(h)(3); see also Barclay v. Farm Servs., 340 Ark. 65, 68, 8 S.W.3d 


517, 518 (2000); see also Young v. Smith, 331 Ark. 525, 529, 964 S.W.2d 784, 785 (1998). 


10. Having reviewed the pleadings in this matter, the Claims Commission finds that 


Claimant may be asserting a due process claim, which can be brought in a court of general 


jurisdiction. If the claim is a due process claim, the Claims Commission lacks jurisdiction over 


this claim. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-204.  
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11. The Claims Commission finds it to be prudent and efficient to address any 


jurisdictional concerns now to avoid any surprises after the parties and the Claims Commission 


have expended more time and resources. Therefore, the Claims Commission directs the parties 


to file briefs addressing whether the Claims Commission has jurisdiction over this claim in 


light of the fact that this claim appears to involve a due process issue. This claim will be 


placed in abeyance for a period of 30 days to permit the parties to submit their briefs on this 


jurisdictional issue.  


12. The Claims Commission finds that Respondent’s motion for protective order does 


not include a statement that it has in good faith conferred or attempted to confer with Claimant in 


an effort to resolve the issue without action from the Claims Commission. The Claims Commission 


finds that such a statement is a requirement under Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 26(c). As such, the Claims 


Commission DENIES Respondent’s motion for protective order. 
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 


      
      _______________________________________ 


ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
Courtney Baird 
Dexter Booth 
Henry Kinslow, Co-Chair 
Paul Morris, Co-Chair 
Sylvester Smith 


 
      DATE: July 20, 2022 
 


 


Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 
(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 


with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 


(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 


(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 


(4)  







ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501) 682-1619 
FAX (501) 682-2823 

 
 

101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 

 
 July 20, 2022 

   
 
Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC  

 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns          (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 
 
Re:    Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction  
 Claim No. 220691 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns:         
 

Enclosed please find an Order entered today by the Arkansas State Claims Commission. If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.  

 
      

Sincerely, 
       
      Mika Tucker 

 
 
ES: msscott 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
STEVEN PINDER (ADC  CLAIMANT 
 
V.                                                            CLAIM NO. 220691 
                                    
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 
 

ORDER 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is a 

motion filed by the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent’) to dismiss the claim of 

Steven Pinder (the “Claimant”). Also pending is a motion for protective order filed by Respondent, 

a motion for summary judgment filed by Claimant and a motion to strike filed by Claimant. Based 

upon a review of the pleadings, the arguments made therein, and the law of Arkansas, the Claims 

Commission hereby finds as follows: 

1. Claimant filed his claim on November 18, 2021, seeking $15,000.00 in damages 

related to a Respondent’s mailroom supervisor knowingly and intentionally refusing to forward 

Claimant’s appeal of the publication review committee’s denial of two books. Claimant alleges 

that Respondent denied him access to the publication appeal process and precluded him from 

seeking redress in court.  

2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 12(b)(6), 

arguing, inter alia, that the Claims Commission does not have jurisdiction over Claimant’s claims.  

3. Claimant responded to the motion to dismiss, arguing that dismissal was not proper. 

4. Respondent has also filed a motion for protective order requesting that the Claims 

Commission designate Exhibit A to Respondent’s motion to dismiss as an in-camera document 
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available for the Claims Commission’s inspection only. Respondent requests that this document 

not be released to Claimant. 

5. Claimant did not respond to the motion for protective order. 

6. Claimant has filed a motion for summary judgment, arguing, inter alia, that 

Respondent’s mailroom supervisor “denied [C]laimant due process to the mandated appeal process 

by failing or refusing to forward [Claimant’s] appeal” to the Central Publication Review 

Committee.  

7. Respondent responded to the motion for summary judgment, arguing, inter alia, 

that Claimant states that Respondent violated his liberty interests and that the Claims Commission 

does not have jurisdiction.  

8. Claimant filed a motion to strike Respondent’s response to his motion for summary 

judgment, arguing that the response was untimely.   

9. The Claims Commission finds that Respondent’s motion to dismiss did not provide 

a clear basis, argument or authority for challenging the jurisdiction of the Claims Commission over 

this matter, and the Claims Commission is unwilling to infer such an argument. However, subject 

matter jurisdiction is an issue that may be raised by the Claims Commission sua sponte at any 

time. See Ark. R. Civ. Pro. 12(h)(3); see also Barclay v. Farm Servs., 340 Ark. 65, 68, 8 S.W.3d 

517, 518 (2000); see also Young v. Smith, 331 Ark. 525, 529, 964 S.W.2d 784, 785 (1998). 

10. Having reviewed the pleadings in this matter, the Claims Commission finds that 

Claimant may be asserting a due process claim, which can be brought in a court of general 

jurisdiction. If the claim is a due process claim, the Claims Commission lacks jurisdiction over 

this claim. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-204.  
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11. The Claims Commission finds it to be prudent and efficient to address any 

jurisdictional concerns now to avoid any surprises after the parties and the Claims Commission 

have expended more time and resources. Therefore, the Claims Commission directs the parties 

to file briefs addressing whether the Claims Commission has jurisdiction over this claim in 

light of the fact that this claim appears to involve a due process issue. This claim will be 

placed in abeyance for a period of 30 days to permit the parties to submit their briefs on this 

jurisdictional issue.  

12. The Claims Commission finds that Respondent’s motion for protective order does 

not include a statement that it has in good faith conferred or attempted to confer with Claimant in 

an effort to resolve the issue without action from the Claims Commission. The Claims Commission 

finds that such a statement is a requirement under Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 26(c). As such, the Claims 

Commission DENIES Respondent’s motion for protective order. 
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 

      
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
Courtney Baird 
Dexter Booth 
Henry Kinslow, Co-Chair 
Paul Morris, Co-Chair 
Sylvester Smith 

 
      DATE: July 20, 2022 
 

 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 
(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 

with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 

(4)  



From: Mika Tucker
To: Thomas Burns (DOC); ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: RE: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim No. 220691
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 9:27:00 AM
Attachments: Pinder 220691_CL MSJ, BIS of MSJ, and Statement of Undisputed Facts.pdf

Pinder 220691_CL Response to MTD.pdf

Please find the two pleadings you requested in Claim No. 220961 attached. Thank you.
 
Mika Tucker
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-2818
 
 
 

From: Thomas Burns (DOC) <Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2022 3:40 PM
To: ASCC Pleadings <ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov>
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC) <Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov>; Mika Tucker
<Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov>
Subject: RE: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim No. 220691
 
Again please send us copies of the response and motions. We did not get them. Denying the
protective order is placing this inmate and staff in grave danger.
 
-TB
Legal Division
Arkansas Department of Corrections
Division of Correction
 
 

From: Misty Scott <Misty.Scott@arkansas.gov> On Behalf Of ASCC Pleadings
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2022 3:38 PM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC) <Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov>
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC) <Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov>; ASCC Pleadings
<ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov>; Mika Tucker <Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov>
Subject: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim No. 220691
 
Thomas:
 
Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov
mailto:Misty.Scott@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov
































































































































































































Misty
 
Misty Scott
Arkansas State Claims Commission
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From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: Steven Pinder v ADC 220456 and 220691
Date: Tuesday, August 23, 2022 8:59:24 AM
Attachments: 4220_001.pdf

Jurisdiction Brief
 
Thomas Burns
General Counsel
Arkansas Department of Corrections
Division of Correction
6814 Princeton Pike
Pine Bluff Arkansas 71602
Phone: (870) 267-6845
Fax: (870) 267-6373
Cell: (870) 515-0918
thomas.burns@arkansas.gov
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of
Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private
information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has
misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the intended
recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email.
 

mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov
mailto:thomas.burns@arkansas.gov
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From: Kathryn Irby
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: HEARING SCHEDULED: Pinder v. ADC, Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691
Date: Tuesday, January 10, 2023 8:12:00 PM
Attachments: Pinder v. ADC -- 220456 and 220691 -- hearing ltr (motions).pdf

Thomas, please see attached.
 
Thanks,
Kathryn

mailto:Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov



ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 


(501) 682-1619 


FAX (501) 682-2823 


 


 


 
101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 


SUITE 410 


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 


72201-3823 


KATHRYN IRBY 


DIRECTOR 


 


January 10, 2023 
 


 


Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC 123397) 


Post Office Box 970 


Marianna, Arkansas 72360 


 


Mr. Thomas Burns (via email) 


Arkansas Division of Correction 


6814 Princeton Pike 


Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 


 


RE: Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction 


Claim No. 220456 


Claim No. 220691 
 
 


Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns, 
 


The Claims Commission has scheduled a hearing on the parties’ pending motions for 


Friday, March 10, 2023, beginning at 9:00 a.m. All parties will attend via Zoom. The Zoom 


invitation is enclosed. The Claims Commission requests that Mr. Burns transmit the Zoom 


invitation and hearing details to Mr. Pinder’s unit. 


 


As this is a motions hearing, no prehearing materials are requested. 


 


     Sincerely, 


 


     Kathryn Irby 


ES: kmirby 


 


 


 







The Claims Commission is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 


 


Topic: Claims Commission -- hearings 


Time: Mar 10, 2023 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 


 


Join Zoom Meeting 


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84070339416?pwd=MTJ3Q1ZuYkg4WURWdFA0VDdRZUhlUT09 


 


Meeting ID: 840 7033 9416 


Passcode: 9A1twG 


One tap mobile 


+13017158592,,84070339416#,,,,*492071# US (Washington DC) 


+13052241968,,84070339416#,,,,*492071# US 


 


Dial by your location 


        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 


        +1 305 224 1968 US 


        +1 309 205 3325 US 


        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 


        +1 646 931 3860 US 


        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 


        +1 360 209 5623 US 


        +1 386 347 5053 US 


        +1 507 473 4847 US 


        +1 564 217 2000 US 


        +1 669 444 9171 US 


        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 


        +1 689 278 1000 US 


        +1 719 359 4580 US 


        +1 253 205 0468 US 


        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 


        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 


Meeting ID: 840 7033 9416 


Passcode: 492071 


Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kpygt83Im 


 







ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501) 682-1619 

FAX (501) 682-2823 

 

 

 
101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 

SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 

DIRECTOR 

 

January 10, 2023 
 

 

Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC  

 

Mr. Thomas Burns (via email) 

Arkansas Division of Correction 

6814 Princeton Pike 

Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 

 

RE: Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction 

Claim No. 220456 

Claim No. 220691 
 
 

Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns, 
 

The Claims Commission has scheduled a hearing on the parties’ pending motions for 

Friday, March 10, 2023, beginning at 9:00 a.m. All parties will attend via Zoom. The Zoom 

invitation is enclosed. The Claims Commission requests that Mr. Burns transmit the Zoom 

invitation and hearing details to Mr. Pinder’s unit. 

 

As this is a motions hearing, no prehearing materials are requested. 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

     Kathryn Irby 

ES: kmirby 

 

 

 



The Claims Commission is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Claims Commission -- hearings 

Time: Mar 10, 2023 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84070339416?pwd=MTJ3Q1ZuYkg4WURWdFA0VDdRZUhlUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 840 7033 9416 

Passcode: 9A1twG 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,84070339416#,,,,*492071# US (Washington DC) 

+13052241968,,84070339416#,,,,*492071# US 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 305 224 1968 US 

        +1 309 205 3325 US 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 931 3860 US 

        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 

        +1 360 209 5623 US 

        +1 386 347 5053 US 

        +1 507 473 4847 US 

        +1 564 217 2000 US 

        +1 669 444 9171 US 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 689 278 1000 US 

        +1 719 359 4580 US 

        +1 253 205 0468 US 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

Meeting ID: 840 7033 9416 

Passcode: 492071 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kpygt83Im 

 



From: Kathryn Irby
To: Thomas Burns (DOC); Leslie Browning (DOC)
Cc: Mika Tucker
Subject: HEARING RESCHEDULED: Pinder v. ADC, Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691
Date: Monday, February 27, 2023 11:29:00 AM
Attachments: Pinder v. ADC -- 220456 and 220691 -- resched hearing ltr (motions).pdf

Thomas, please see attached.
 
Thanks,
Kathryn

mailto:Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov
mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov



ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 


(501) 682-1619 


FAX (501) 682-2823 


 


 


 
101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 


SUITE 410 


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 


72201-3823 


KATHRYN IRBY 


DIRECTOR 


 


February 27, 2023 
 


 


Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC 123397) 


Post Office Box 970 


Marianna, Arkansas 72360 


 


Mr. Thomas Burns (via email) 


Arkansas Division of Correction 


6814 Princeton Pike 


Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 


 


RE: Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction 


Claim No. 220456 


Claim No. 220691 
 
 


Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns, 
 


The Claims Commission has rescheduled the hearing on the parties’ pending motions for 


Thursday, May 18, 2023, beginning at 9:00 a.m. All parties will attend via Zoom. The new Zoom 


invitation is enclosed. The Claims Commission requests that Mr. Burns transmit the new Zoom 


invitation and hearing details to Mr. Pinder’s unit. 


 


As this is a motions hearing, no prehearing materials are requested. 


 


     Sincerely, 


 


     Kathryn Irby 


ES: kmirby 


  







The Claims Commission invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 


 


Topic: Claims Commission -- hearings 


Time: May 18, 2023 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 


 


Join Zoom Meeting 


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85883857910?pwd=M2R4YnRMN2xoMFc3NG5LK0VEV3djQT09 


 


Meeting ID: 858 8385 7910 


Passcode: LBAQM3 


One tap mobile 


+16469313860,,85883857910#,,,,*454554# US 


+19294362866,,85883857910#,,,,*454554# US (New York) 


 


Dial by your location 


        +1 646 931 3860 US 


        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 


        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 


        +1 305 224 1968 US 


        +1 309 205 3325 US 


        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 


        +1 669 444 9171 US 


        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 


        +1 689 278 1000 US 


        +1 719 359 4580 US 


        +1 253 205 0468 US 


        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 


        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 


        +1 360 209 5623 US 


        +1 386 347 5053 US 


        +1 507 473 4847 US 


        +1 564 217 2000 US 


Meeting ID: 858 8385 7910 


Passcode: 454554 


Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbTD1BKjMM 


 







ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501) 682-1619 

FAX (501) 682-2823 

 

 

 
101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 

SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 

DIRECTOR 

 

February 27, 2023 
 

 

Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC  

 

 

 

Mr. Thomas Burns (via email) 

Arkansas Division of Correction 

6814 Princeton Pike 

Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 

 

RE: Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction 

Claim No. 220456 

Claim No. 220691 
 
 

Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns, 
 

The Claims Commission has rescheduled the hearing on the parties’ pending motions for 

Thursday, May 18, 2023, beginning at 9:00 a.m. All parties will attend via Zoom. The new Zoom 

invitation is enclosed. The Claims Commission requests that Mr. Burns transmit the new Zoom 

invitation and hearing details to Mr. Pinder’s unit. 

 

As this is a motions hearing, no prehearing materials are requested. 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

     Kathryn Irby 

ES: kmirby 

  



The Claims Commission invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Claims Commission -- hearings 

Time: May 18, 2023 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85883857910?pwd=M2R4YnRMN2xoMFc3NG5LK0VEV3djQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 858 8385 7910 

Passcode: LBAQM3 

One tap mobile 

+16469313860,,85883857910#,,,,*454554# US 

+19294362866,,85883857910#,,,,*454554# US (New York) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 646 931 3860 US 

        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 305 224 1968 US 

        +1 309 205 3325 US 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 669 444 9171 US 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 689 278 1000 US 

        +1 719 359 4580 US 

        +1 253 205 0468 US 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 360 209 5623 US 

        +1 386 347 5053 US 

        +1 507 473 4847 US 

        +1 564 217 2000 US 

Meeting ID: 858 8385 7910 

Passcode: 454554 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbTD1BKjMM 

 



ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION

(Sol)  682-1619
FAX (Sol ) 682-2823

101  EAST CAPITOL AVENUE
SUITE 4 I 0

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
72201-3823

May 9, 2023

Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC  

I(I..      Steven pinder v. Arkansas Division of correction
Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691

KATHRYN IRBY
DIRECTOR

Dear Mr. Pinder,

Enclosed please  find the file-marked copy of your response to the Order dated July  19,
2022. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely,

Mika Tucker

ES:    msscott
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From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC); Bilenda Harris-Ritter; ASCC Pleadings; Mika Tucker
Subject: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691
Date: Monday, June 19, 2023 12:42:00 PM
Attachments: Steven Pinder v. ADC3.pdf

Steven Pinder-order4.pdf
Steven Pinder-order5.pdf

Thomas:
 
Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Misty
 
Misty Scott
Arkansas State Claims Commission
 

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=2A7DF03728E8472797E7998191511565-MISTY SCOTT
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=47e87d4c0f814c789d8dd5d7f769617c-b11e9c98-d3
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov



ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 


(501) 682-1619 
FAX (501) 682-2823 


 
 


101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
72201-3823 


KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 


 
 June 19, 2023 


   
 
Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC 123397) 
Post Office Box 970 
Marianna, Arkansas 72360 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns          (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 
 
Re:    Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction  
 Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns:         
 


Enclosed please find the Orders entered on June 16, 2023, by the Arkansas State Claims 
Commission. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.  


 
      


Sincerely, 
       
      Mika Tucker  


 
 
ES: msscott 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
STEVEN PINDER (ADC 123397) CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 220456 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 


ORDER 


Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is a 


motion filed by the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”) to dismiss the claim of 


Steven Pinder (the “Claimant”).  At the motion hearing on May 18, 2023, Claimant proceeded pro 


se, and Thomas Burns appeared on behalf of Respondent. Based upon a review of the pleadings, 


as well as the argument of the parties and the law of the State of Arkansas, the Claims Commission 


hereby finds as follows:  


1. Claimant filed his claim on October 14, 2021, seeking $9,600.00 in damages related 


to an alleged policy violation by Respondent. Claimant asserts that Respondent’s publication 


review committee held his books for 156 days before accepting or rejecting them when policy 


required the committee to make a decision in 30 days. Claimant alleges that this prevented him 


from returning the books and receiving a refund.   


2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 12(b)(6), 


arguing, inter alia, that Claimant has failed to state facts upon which relief can be granted and that 


Claimant has not been damaged.  


3. Claimant responded to the motion to dismiss, arguing that dismissal was not proper. 


4. The Claims Commission entered an order on July 19, 2022, directing the parties to 


file briefs addressing whether the Claims Commission has jurisdiction over this claim.  


5. The parties filed briefs in response to the July 19, 2022, order.  







2 
 


6. At the hearing1, Respondent argued that books received in a group violate the policy 


on publications. Respondent argued that only the warden is bound by the 30-day period to submit 


decisions to the publications committee. Respondent argued that these books were properly 


rejected. Respondent argued that Claimant says his liberty rights were violated and, for that reason 


alone, his claim should be dismissed because this is a constitutional claim. Respondent also argued 


that Claimant was not the real party in interest and that he did not buy the books. Respondent 


argued that once a book violates policy, it is either to be sent back, sent home or sent with one of 


an inmate’s visitors.  


7. Claimant argued that Respondent’s policy created a liberty interest and Respondent 


failed to follow the policy when it kept his books for 156 days when the publications committee 


has 10 days to accept or reject. Claimant argued the warden has 30 days to respond and that 


Respondent violated policy before it rejected his book. Claimant argued that this was not a 


constitutional claim. Upon a question for a commissioner, Claimant stated that his sister, who is 


his fiduciary, purchased the books with his stimulus check money. Claimant stated that he paid for 


the books. Upon a question from a commissioner, Claimant stated that the books cost about $65.00. 


Claimant stated that he came up with his damages based on the number of days his books were 


kept. Claimant stated that the books were large because they were large-print books for the visually 


impaired. He stated that these large print books always exceed the requirements of the policy, 


 
1 The Claims Commission also had a motion hearing on Claimant’s related claim, Claim No. 220691, on May 18, 2023. 
Claim No. 220691 related to a Respondent’s mailroom supervisor knowingly and intentionally refusing to forward 
Claimant’s appeal of the publication review committee’s denial of two books. During the hearing, Claimant 
confirmed that Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 relate to the same set of books, and Respondent expressly stated 
during the hearing that its arguments in support of its motions to dismiss in Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 were the 
same.  The Claims Commission notes that, due to the shared facts of the two claims, some of the arguments made 
by the parties during the motion hearings of Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 could be construed to be relevant to 
both claims. Therefore, the Claims Commission considered the arguments made by both parties during the motion 
hearings for Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 when analyzing the motion to dismiss for Claim No. 220456.   
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which means there is a policy issue. He argued that he was not allowed to appeal this on the 


grounds that it is a book for the visually impaired. Claimant argued that once the books are denied, 


he had a right to appeal to the central publication review committee. Claimant argued that 


Respondent did not respond until “August 13th” with the rejection, which was 156 days later. 


Claimant stated that the very next day, he responded with his appeal and sent it to the mailroom. 


Claimant stated that Respondent immediately sent him a form to send the books home and that he 


paid the money and sent the books home. Claimant stated that there were two books at issue. 


Claimant also argued that his claim was not a constitutional claim.  


8. Respondent argued that the books were denied for two reasons: because they were 


oversized and included nudity. Respondent argued that the books were held so long because they 


were supposed to get sent home, but Claimant dragged his feet.  


9. The Claims Commission is not persuaded by the arguments set forth in the parties’ 


briefs filed in response to the July 19, 2022, order. 


10. In reviewing Respondent’s motion to dismiss, the Claims Commission must treat 


the facts alleged in the complaint as true and view them in a light most favorable to the Claimant. 


See Hodges v. Lamora, 337 Ark. 470, 989 S.W.2d 530 (1999). All reasonable inferences must be 


resolved in favor of the Claimant, and the complaint must be liberally construed. See id. However, 


the Claimant must allege facts, not mere conclusions. Dockery v. Morgan, 2011 Ark. 94 at *6, 380 


S.W.3d 377, 382. The facts alleged in the complaint will be treated as true, but not “a plaintiff’s 


theories, speculation, or statutory interpretation.” See id. (citing Hodges, 337 Ark. 470, 989 S.W.2d 


530 (1999)). 


11. The Claims Commission agrees with Respondent that dismissal is proper under 


Hodges. Even liberally construing the complaint, Claimant has not stated facts to support a 
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negligence claim. See Chambers v. Stern, 347 Ark. 395, 406, 64 S.W.3d 737, 744 (2002) (The 


elements of a negligence claim are duty, breach of duty, and damages proximately caused by the 


breach). The Claims Commission finds that Claimant’s claim states no facts regarding how the 


alleged actions of Respondent breached a duty owed to Claimant.  


12. Respondent’s motion to dismiss is GRANTED pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 


12(b)(6), and Claimant’s claim is DISMISSED without prejudice. 


13. Any other pending motions are denied as moot.  


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







5 
 


IT IS SO ORDERED. 


 
      _______________________________________ 


ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 
 


       
 


      _______________________________________ 
ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 


             


       
      _______________________________________ 


ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Sylvester Smith 


 
      DATE: June 16, 2023 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 


Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 


(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 


(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 


(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
STEVEN PINDER (ADC 123397) CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 220691 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 


ORDER 


Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is a 


motion filed by the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”) to dismiss the claim of 


Steven Pinder (the “Claimant”).  At the motion hearing on May 18, 2023, Claimant proceeded pro 


se, and Thomas Burns appeared on behalf of Respondent. Based upon a review of the pleadings, 


as well as the argument of the parties and the law of the State of Arkansas, the Claims Commission 


hereby finds as follows:  


1. Claimant filed his claim on November 18, 2021, seeking $15,000.00 in damages. 


Claimant alleges that, after the publications review committee denied two books, Respondent’s 


mailroom supervisor knowingly and intentionally refused to forward Claimant’s appeal of the 


denial. Claimant alleges that Respondent denied him access to the publication appeal process and 


precluded him from seeking redress in court.  


2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 12(b)(6), 


arguing, inter alia, that Claimant has failed to state facts upon which relief can be granted, that 


Respondent did not violate policy and that Claimant has not been damaged.  


3. Claimant responded to the motion to dismiss, arguing that dismissal was not proper. 


4. The Claims Commission entered an order on July 20, 2022, directing the parties to 


file briefs addressing whether the Claims Commission has jurisdiction over this claim.  


5. The parties filed briefs in response to the July 20, 2022, order.  
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6. At the hearing1, Respondent argued that Claimant says his liberty rights were 


violated and, for that reason alone, his claim should be dismissed because this is a constitutional 


claim. Respondent also argued that Claimant was not the real party in interest and that he did not 


buy the books. Respondent also argued that Claimant violated the book policy. Respondent argued 


that books received in a group violate the policy on publications. Respondent argued that once a 


book violates policy, it is either to be sent back, sent home or sent with one of an inmate’s visitors.  


7. Claimant argued that he started the appeal process once Respondent denied the 


books. He stated that he has the right to appeal, and the mailroom officer is supposed to forward 


the appeal and that was not done. Claimant argued that Respondent did not respond until 156 days 


after the rejection and the next day he appealed. Claimant also argued that his claim was not a 


constitutional claim. Upon a question for a commissioner, Claimant stated that his sister, who is 


his fiduciary, purchased the books with his stimulus check money. Claimant stated that he paid for 


the books. Upon a question from a commissioner, Claimant stated that the books cost about $65.00. 


Claimant stated that the books were large because they were large-print books for the visually 


impaired. He stated that these large print books always exceed the requirements of the policy, 


which means there is a policy issue. He argued that he was not allowed to appeal this on the 


grounds that it is a book for the visually impaired. Claimant argued that once the books are denied, 


he had a right to appeal to the central publication review committee. Claimant stated that the 


 
1 The Claims Commission also had a motion hearing on Claimant’s related claim, Claim No. 220456, on May 18, 2023. 
Claim No. 220456 relates to Claimant’s allegation that Respondent’s publication review committee held his books 
for 156 days before accepting or rejecting them when policy required the committee to make a decision in 30 days. 
During the hearings, Claimant confirmed that Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 relate to the same set of books, and 
Respondent expressly stated during the hearing that its arguments in support of its motions to dismiss in Claim Nos. 
220456 and 220691 were the same.  The Claims Commission notes that, due to the shared facts of the two claims, 
some of the arguments made by the parties during the motion hearings of Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 could be 
construed to be relevant to both claims. Therefore, the Claims Commission considered the arguments made by both 
parties during the motion hearings for Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 when analyzing the motion to dismiss for 
Claim No. 220691.   
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mailroom officer is to forward that appeal and the mailroom did not do that. Claimant argued that 


Respondent denied him his appeal at the unit level.   Claimant stated that the day after his books 


were rejected, he responded with his appeal and sent it to the mailroom. Claimant argued that 


Respondent failed to forward this appeal per policy. Claimant stated that Respondent immediately 


sent him a form to send the books home and he paid the money and sent the books home.  


8. Respondent argued that the books were denied for two reasons: because they were 


oversized and included nudity. Respondent argued that the books were held so long because they 


were supposed to get sent home, but Claimant dragged his feet.  


9. The Claims Commission is not persuaded by the arguments set forth in the parties’ 


briefs filed in response to the July 20, 2022, order. 


10. In reviewing Respondent’s motion to dismiss, the Claims Commission must treat 


the facts alleged in the complaint as true and view them in a light most favorable to the Claimant. 


See Hodges v. Lamora, 337 Ark. 470, 989 S.W.2d 530 (1999). All reasonable inferences must be 


resolved in favor of the Claimant, and the complaint must be liberally construed. See id. However, 


the Claimant must allege facts, not mere conclusions. Dockery v. Morgan, 2011 Ark. 94 at *6, 380 


S.W.3d 377, 382. The facts alleged in the complaint will be treated as true, but not “a plaintiff’s 


theories, speculation, or statutory interpretation.” See id. (citing Hodges, 337 Ark. 470, 989 S.W.2d 


530 (1999)). 


11. The Claims Commission agrees with Respondent that dismissal is proper under 


Hodges. Even liberally construing the complaint, Claimant has not stated facts to support a 


negligence claim. See Chambers v. Stern, 347 Ark. 395, 406, 64 S.W.3d 737, 744 (2002) (The 


elements of a negligence claim are duty, breach of duty, and damages proximately caused by the 
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breach). The Claims Commission finds that Claimant’s claim states no facts regarding how he has 


been damaged by the alleged actions of Respondent.  


12. Respondent’s motion to dismiss is GRANTED pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 


12(b)(6), and Claimant’s claim is DISMISSED without prejudice. 


13. Any other pending motions are denied as moot.  


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







5 
 


IT IS SO ORDERED. 


 
      _______________________________________ 


ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 
 


       
 


      _______________________________________ 
ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 


             


       
      _______________________________________ 


ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Sylvester Smith 


 
      DATE: June 16, 2023 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 


Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 


(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 


(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 


(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 







ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501) 682-1619 
FAX (501) 682-2823 

 
 

101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 

 
 June 19, 2023 

   
 
Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC  

 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns          (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 
 
Re:    Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction  
 Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns:         
 

Enclosed please find the Orders entered on June 16, 2023, by the Arkansas State Claims 
Commission. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.  

 
      

Sincerely, 
       
      Mika Tucker  

 
 
ES: msscott 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
STEVEN PINDER (ADC  CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 220691 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 

ORDER 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is a 

motion filed by the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”) to dismiss the claim of 

Steven Pinder (the “Claimant”).  At the motion hearing on May 18, 2023, Claimant proceeded pro 

se, and Thomas Burns appeared on behalf of Respondent. Based upon a review of the pleadings, 

as well as the argument of the parties and the law of the State of Arkansas, the Claims Commission 

hereby finds as follows:  

1. Claimant filed his claim on November 18, 2021, seeking $15,000.00 in damages. 

Claimant alleges that, after the publications review committee denied two books, Respondent’s 

mailroom supervisor knowingly and intentionally refused to forward Claimant’s appeal of the 

denial. Claimant alleges that Respondent denied him access to the publication appeal process and 

precluded him from seeking redress in court.  

2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 12(b)(6), 

arguing, inter alia, that Claimant has failed to state facts upon which relief can be granted, that 

Respondent did not violate policy and that Claimant has not been damaged.  

3. Claimant responded to the motion to dismiss, arguing that dismissal was not proper. 

4. The Claims Commission entered an order on July 20, 2022, directing the parties to 

file briefs addressing whether the Claims Commission has jurisdiction over this claim.  

5. The parties filed briefs in response to the July 20, 2022, order.  
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6. At the hearing1, Respondent argued that Claimant says his liberty rights were 

violated and, for that reason alone, his claim should be dismissed because this is a constitutional 

claim. Respondent also argued that Claimant was not the real party in interest and that he did not 

buy the books. Respondent also argued that Claimant violated the book policy. Respondent argued 

that books received in a group violate the policy on publications. Respondent argued that once a 

book violates policy, it is either to be sent back, sent home or sent with one of an inmate’s visitors.  

7. Claimant argued that he started the appeal process once Respondent denied the 

books. He stated that he has the right to appeal, and the mailroom officer is supposed to forward 

the appeal and that was not done. Claimant argued that Respondent did not respond until 156 days 

after the rejection and the next day he appealed. Claimant also argued that his claim was not a 

constitutional claim. Upon a question for a commissioner, Claimant stated that his sister, who is 

his fiduciary, purchased the books with his stimulus check money. Claimant stated that he paid for 

the books. Upon a question from a commissioner, Claimant stated that the books cost about $65.00. 

Claimant stated that the books were large because they were large-print books for the visually 

impaired. He stated that these large print books always exceed the requirements of the policy, 

which means there is a policy issue. He argued that he was not allowed to appeal this on the 

grounds that it is a book for the visually impaired. Claimant argued that once the books are denied, 

he had a right to appeal to the central publication review committee. Claimant stated that the 

 
1 The Claims Commission also had a motion hearing on Claimant’s related claim, Claim No. 220456, on May 18, 2023. 
Claim No. 220456 relates to Claimant’s allegation that Respondent’s publication review committee held his books 
for 156 days before accepting or rejecting them when policy required the committee to make a decision in 30 days. 
During the hearings, Claimant confirmed that Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 relate to the same set of books, and 
Respondent expressly stated during the hearing that its arguments in support of its motions to dismiss in Claim Nos. 
220456 and 220691 were the same.  The Claims Commission notes that, due to the shared facts of the two claims, 
some of the arguments made by the parties during the motion hearings of Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 could be 
construed to be relevant to both claims. Therefore, the Claims Commission considered the arguments made by both 
parties during the motion hearings for Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 when analyzing the motion to dismiss for 
Claim No. 220691.   
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mailroom officer is to forward that appeal and the mailroom did not do that. Claimant argued that 

Respondent denied him his appeal at the unit level.   Claimant stated that the day after his books 

were rejected, he responded with his appeal and sent it to the mailroom. Claimant argued that 

Respondent failed to forward this appeal per policy. Claimant stated that Respondent immediately 

sent him a form to send the books home and he paid the money and sent the books home.  

8. Respondent argued that the books were denied for two reasons: because they were 

oversized and included nudity. Respondent argued that the books were held so long because they 

were supposed to get sent home, but Claimant dragged his feet.  

9. The Claims Commission is not persuaded by the arguments set forth in the parties’ 

briefs filed in response to the July 20, 2022, order. 

10. In reviewing Respondent’s motion to dismiss, the Claims Commission must treat 

the facts alleged in the complaint as true and view them in a light most favorable to the Claimant. 

See Hodges v. Lamora, 337 Ark. 470, 989 S.W.2d 530 (1999). All reasonable inferences must be 

resolved in favor of the Claimant, and the complaint must be liberally construed. See id. However, 

the Claimant must allege facts, not mere conclusions. Dockery v. Morgan, 2011 Ark. 94 at *6, 380 

S.W.3d 377, 382. The facts alleged in the complaint will be treated as true, but not “a plaintiff’s 

theories, speculation, or statutory interpretation.” See id. (citing Hodges, 337 Ark. 470, 989 S.W.2d 

530 (1999)). 

11. The Claims Commission agrees with Respondent that dismissal is proper under 

Hodges. Even liberally construing the complaint, Claimant has not stated facts to support a 

negligence claim. See Chambers v. Stern, 347 Ark. 395, 406, 64 S.W.3d 737, 744 (2002) (The 

elements of a negligence claim are duty, breach of duty, and damages proximately caused by the 
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breach). The Claims Commission finds that Claimant’s claim states no facts regarding how he has 

been damaged by the alleged actions of Respondent.  

12. Respondent’s motion to dismiss is GRANTED pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 

12(b)(6), and Claimant’s claim is DISMISSED without prejudice. 

13. Any other pending motions are denied as moot.  
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 
 

       
 

      _______________________________________ 
ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 

             

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Sylvester Smith 

 
      DATE: June 16, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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ARKANSAS STATH CLAIMS COMMISSION

(501)682-1619
FAX (Sol) 682-2823

101  EAST CAPITOL AVENUE
SUITE 410

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
72201-3823

July 6, 2023

Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC  

RE..      Steven pinder v. Arkansas Division of correction
Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691

KATHRYN IRBY
DIRECTOR

Dear Mr. Pinder,

Enclosed please find the file-marked copies of your motion for reconsideration. If you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely,

Mika Tucker

ES:    msscott
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From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Mika Tucker; ASCC Pleadings
Subject: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 12:45:13 PM
Attachments: Steven Pinder v. ADC3 .pdf

Steven Pinder-order456.pdf
Steven Pinder-Order691.pdf

Thomas:
 
Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Misty
 
Misty Scott
Arkansas State Claims Commission
 

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=2A7DF03728E8472797E7998191511565-MISTY SCOTT
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov



ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 


(501) 682-1619 
FAX (501) 682-2823 


 
 


101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
72201-3823 


KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 


 
  November 8, 2023 


   
 
Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC 123397) 
Post Office Box 970 
Marianna, Arkansas 72360 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns          (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 
 
Re:    Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction  
 Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns:         
 


Enclosed please find the Orders entered today by the Arkansas State Claims Commission. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.  


 
      


Sincerely, 
       
      Mika Tucker  


 
 
ES: msscott 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
STEVEN PINDER (ADC 123397) CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 220456 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 


ORDER ON CLAIMANT’S 
MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 


 
Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Commission”) is a motion filed 


by Steven Pinder (the “Claimant”) for reconsideration of the Commission’s June 16, 2023, order 


dismissing Claimant’s claim against the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”). 


Based upon a review of the motion, the arguments made therein, and the law of Arkansas, the 


Commission hereby finds as follows: 


1. Claimant filed his claim on October 14, 2021, seeking $9,600.00 in damages related 


to an alleged policy violation by Respondent’s publication review committee.  


2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. P. 12(b)(6), arguing, 


inter alia, that Claimant has failed to state facts upon which relief can be granted and that Claimant 


has not been damaged. 


3. Claimant responded to the motion to dismiss, arguing that dismissal was not proper. 


4. Respondent filed a motion for protective order, and Claimant filed a motion for 


summary judgment.  


5. The Commission entered an order on July 19, 2022, directing the parties to file 


briefs addressing whether the Commission has jurisdiction over this claim. The parties filed briefs 


in response to the July 19, 2022, order. 







2 
 


6. The Commission held a motion hearing on May 18, 2023. The Commission granted 


Respondent’s motion to dismiss and dismissed Claimant’s claim in its order dated June 16, 2023. 


The Commission’s June 16, 2023, order denied any other pending motions.  


7. Claimant then filed the instant motion for reconsideration, arguing, inter alia, that 


the Commission’s decision to deny Claimant’s motion for summary judgment was errant.   


8. Respondent did not respond to the motion for reconsideration.  


9. In analyzing a motion for reconsideration, Rule 7.1 of the Commission Rules and 


Regulations states that motions for reconsideration “will only be entertained if they set forth new 


or additional evidence which was not [previously] available . . . .” 


10. The Commission finds that the motion does not set forth new or additional evidence 


not previously available.  


11. As such, Claimant’s motion for reconsideration is DENIED, and the June 16, 2023, 


Commission order remains in effect. 
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 
 


                                                                         
      _____________________________________ 


ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Courtney Baird 


 
 


                                                                        
      _____________________________________ 


ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 
 


       
 


      _______________________________________ 
ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 


             
       
      DATE: November 8, 2023 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 


(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 


(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 


(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
STEVEN PINDER (ADC 123397) CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 220691 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 


ORDER ON CLAIMANT’S 
MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 


 
Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Commission”) is a motion filed 


by Steven Pinder (the “Claimant”) for reconsideration of the Commission’s June 16, 2023, order 


dismissing Claimant’s claim against the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”). 


Based upon a review of the motion, the arguments made therein, and the law of Arkansas, the 


Commission hereby finds as follows: 


1. Claimant filed his claim on November 18, 2021, seeking $15,000.00 in damages. 


Claimant alleges that, after the publications review committee denied two books, Respondent’s 


mailroom supervisor knowingly and intentionally refused to forward Claimant’s appeal of the 


denial.  


2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. P. 12(b)(6), arguing, 


inter alia, that Claimant has failed to state facts upon which relief can be granted and that Claimant 


has not been damaged. 


3. Claimant responded to the motion to dismiss, arguing that dismissal was not proper. 


4. Respondent filed a motion for protective order, and Claimant filed a motion for 


summary judgment.  
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5. The Commission entered an order on July 20, 2022, directing the parties to file 


briefs addressing whether the Commission has jurisdiction over this claim. The parties filed briefs 


in response to the July 20, 2022, order. 


6. The Commission held a motion hearing on May 18, 2023. The Commission granted 


Respondent’s motion to dismiss and dismissed Claimant’s claim in its order dated June 16, 2023. 


The Commission’s June 16, 2023, order denied any other pending motions.  


7. Claimant then filed the instant motion for reconsideration, arguing, inter alia, that 


the Commission’s decision to deny Claimant’s motion for summary judgment was errant.   


8. Respondent did not respond to the motion for reconsideration.  


9. In analyzing a motion for reconsideration, Rule 7.1 of the Commission Rules and 


Regulations states that motions for reconsideration “will only be entertained if they set forth new 


or additional evidence which was not [previously] available . . . .” 


10. The Commission finds that the motion does not set forth new or additional evidence 


not previously available.  


11. As such, Claimant’s motion for reconsideration is DENIED, and the June 16, 2023, 


Commission order remains in effect. 
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 
 


                                                                         
      _____________________________________ 


ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Courtney Baird 


 
 


                                                                        
      _____________________________________ 


ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 
 


       
 


      _______________________________________ 
ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 


             
       
      DATE: November 8, 2023 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 


(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 


(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 


(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 







ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501) 682-1619 
FAX (501) 682-2823 

 
 

101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 

 
  November 8, 2023 

   
 
Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC  

 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns          (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 
 
Re:    Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction  
 Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns:         
 

Enclosed please find the Orders entered today by the Arkansas State Claims Commission. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.  

 
      

Sincerely, 
       
      Mika Tucker  

 
 
ES: msscott 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
STEVEN PINDER (ADC ) CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 220691 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 

ORDER ON CLAIMANT’S 
MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

 
Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Commission”) is a motion filed 

by Steven Pinder (the “Claimant”) for reconsideration of the Commission’s June 16, 2023, order 

dismissing Claimant’s claim against the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”). 

Based upon a review of the motion, the arguments made therein, and the law of Arkansas, the 

Commission hereby finds as follows: 

1. Claimant filed his claim on November 18, 2021, seeking $15,000.00 in damages. 

Claimant alleges that, after the publications review committee denied two books, Respondent’s 

mailroom supervisor knowingly and intentionally refused to forward Claimant’s appeal of the 

denial.  

2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. P. 12(b)(6), arguing, 

inter alia, that Claimant has failed to state facts upon which relief can be granted and that Claimant 

has not been damaged. 

3. Claimant responded to the motion to dismiss, arguing that dismissal was not proper. 

4. Respondent filed a motion for protective order, and Claimant filed a motion for 

summary judgment.  
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5. The Commission entered an order on July 20, 2022, directing the parties to file 

briefs addressing whether the Commission has jurisdiction over this claim. The parties filed briefs 

in response to the July 20, 2022, order. 

6. The Commission held a motion hearing on May 18, 2023. The Commission granted 

Respondent’s motion to dismiss and dismissed Claimant’s claim in its order dated June 16, 2023. 

The Commission’s June 16, 2023, order denied any other pending motions.  

7. Claimant then filed the instant motion for reconsideration, arguing, inter alia, that 

the Commission’s decision to deny Claimant’s motion for summary judgment was errant.   

8. Respondent did not respond to the motion for reconsideration.  

9. In analyzing a motion for reconsideration, Rule 7.1 of the Commission Rules and 

Regulations states that motions for reconsideration “will only be entertained if they set forth new 

or additional evidence which was not [previously] available . . . .” 

10. The Commission finds that the motion does not set forth new or additional evidence 

not previously available.  

11. As such, Claimant’s motion for reconsideration is DENIED, and the June 16, 2023, 

Commission order remains in effect. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 
 

                                                                         
      _____________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Courtney Baird 

 
 

                                                                        
      _____________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 
 

       
 

      _______________________________________ 
ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 

             
       
      DATE: November 8, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 



From: Mika Tucker
To: Thomas Burns (DOC); ASCC Pleadings
Subject: RE: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 9:11:00 AM
Attachments: 220691 CL Motion for Reconsideration.pdf

220456 CL Motion for Reconsideration.pdf

Please see attached.
Thanks, Mika
 
Mika Tucker
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-2818
 
 
 

From: Thomas Burns (DOC) <Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 12:54 PM
To: ASCC Pleadings <ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov>
Cc: Mika Tucker <Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov>
Subject: RE: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691
 
We do not have copies of either motions for reconsideration in these claims. May we have copies
please?
 
-TB
Legal Services Unit
Arkansas Department of Corrections
Division of Correction
870 267-6845-telephone
 
 

From: Misty Scott <Misty.Scott@arkansas.gov> On Behalf Of ASCC Pleadings
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 12:45 PM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC) <Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov>
Cc: Mika Tucker <Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov>; ASCC Pleadings <ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov>
Subject: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691
 
Thomas:
 
Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Misty

mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Misty.Scott@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
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