
From: ASCC New Claims
To: Thomas Burns (DOC); Leslie Browning (DOC)
Cc: Kathryn Irby
Subject: CLAIM: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC, Claim No. 230735
Date: Tuesday, December 6, 2022 10:50:00 AM
Attachments: Dennis Hutchinson ADC agency ltr .pdf

Dennis Hutchinson Claim.pdf

Please see attached. Contact Kathryn Irby with any questions.

Thank you,
Caitlin

Caitlin McDaniel
Administrative Specialist II
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-1619
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ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501)682-1619 
FAX (501)682-2823 

 
 

101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 

 

Note to Claimant or Claimant’s counsel: The Claims Commission copied you on this correspondence to provide 
you with confirmation that your claim has been processed and served upon the respondent agency. 

 

December 6, 2022 
 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns          (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602 
 
RE: Dennis Hutchinson v. Arkansas Division of Correction  

Claim No.  230735 
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Dear Mr. Burns, 
 
  Enclosed please find a copy of the above-styled claim filed against the Arkansas Division 
of Correction. Pursuant to the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure, as well as Claims Commission 
Rule 2.2, you have thirty days from the date of service in which to file a responsive pleading. 
 
  Your responsive pleading should include your agency number, fund code, appropriation 
code, and activity/section/unit/element that this claim should be charged against, if liability is 
admitted, or if the Claims Commission approves this claim for payment. This information is 
necessary even if your agency denies liability. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Kathryn Irby 
 
ES:  cmcdaniel 
 
cc:  Dennis Hutchinson (ADC , Claimant (w/ encl.)  
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Mika Tucker

From: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Sent: Tuesday, December 6, 2022 11:34 AM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson 230735
Attachments: ADC Answer.pdf

ADC Answer 
 

Leslie Browning 
 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
Central Office/Legal Division 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, AR 71602 
Legal Support Specialist 
Phone:  870-267-6844 
Email: leslie.browning@arkansas.gov 
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Mika Tucker

From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2023 4:18 PM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC); ASCC Pleadings; Kathryn Irby
Subject: CORR: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC, Claim No. 230735
Attachments: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC.pdf

Thomas:  
 

Please see attached. Contact Kathryn Irby with any questions. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Misty  
 
Misty Scott 
Arkansas State Claims Commission 
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Mika Tucker

From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Sent: Wednesday, January 4, 2023 12:46 PM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson v ADC 230735
Attachments: 1843_001.pdf

MTD 
 
Thomas Burns 
General Counsel 
Arkansas Department of Corrections 
Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff Arkansas 71602 
Phone: (870) 267-6845 
Fax: (870) 267-6373 
Cell: (870) 515-0918 
thomas.burns@arkansas.gov 
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of Arkansas and may be 
protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an 
addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the 
intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email. 
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Mika Tucker

From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2023 10:09 AM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC); ASCC Pleadings; Mika Tucker
Subject: ORDER: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC, Claim No. 230735
Attachments: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC .pdf; Dennis Hutchinson-Order.pdf

Thomas:  
 

Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.  
 
Thank you, 
 

Misty  
 
Misty Scott 
Arkansas State Claims Commission 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
DENNIS HUTCHINSON (ADC ) CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 230735 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 
 

ORDER 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is the 

motion filed by Dennis Hutchinson (the “Claimant”) for an extension of time to respond to the 

motion to dismiss filed by Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”). Based upon a 

review of the motions, the arguments made therein, and the law of Arkansas, the Claims 

Commission hereby finds as follows: 

1. Claimant filed his claim on December 1, 2022, seeking 500.00 “+ 30.00 for book” 

in damages related to Claimant’s allegations that Respondent violated policy by refusing him a 

book mailed to Claimant by his sister. 

2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 12(b)(6), on 

January 4, 2023. 

3. Claimant filed a motion for extension of time on January 14, 2023, requesting 30 

additional days to respond. Claimant filed a similar motion for extension on January 19, 2023. 

4. The Claims Commission finds that Claimant’s motion for extension was timely and 

GRANTS Claimant’s motion. Claimant has 30 days from the date of this order to respond to the 

motion to dismiss.   
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 

                                                                         
      _____________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Dexter Booth 

       

 
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 

             

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 

 
      DATE: February 9, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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Mika Tucker

From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2023 9:30 AM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson v ADC 230735
Attachments: 3559_001.pdf

ADC response to motion 
 
Thomas Burns 
General Counsel 
Arkansas Department of Corrections 
Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff Arkansas 71602 
Phone: (870) 267-6845 
Fax: (870) 267-6373 
Cell: (870) 515-0918 
thomas.burns@arkansas.gov 
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of Arkansas and may be 
protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an 
addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the 
intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email. 
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Mika Tucker

From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Sent: Friday, May 5, 2023 11:06 AM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson v ADC 230735
Attachments: 4194_001.pdf

ADC response to MSJ 
 
Thomas Burns 
General Counsel 
Arkansas Department of Corrections 
Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff Arkansas 71602 
Phone: (870) 267-6845 
Fax: (870) 267-6373 
Cell: (870) 515-0918 
thomas.burns@arkansas.gov 
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of Arkansas and may be 
protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an 
addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the 
intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email. 
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Mika Tucker

From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 4:09 PM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC); ASCC Pleadings; Mika Tucker
Subject: ORDER: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC, Claim No. 230735
Attachments: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC2 .pdf; Dennis Hutchinson-order2.pdf

Thomas:  
 

Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.  
 
Thank you, 
 

Misty  
 
Misty Scott 
Arkansas State Claims Commission 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
DENNIS HUTCHINSON (ADC ) CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 230735 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 
 

ORDER 

 Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is a 

motion filed by the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”) to dismiss the claim of 

Dennis Hutchinson (the “Claimant”). Claimant’s “Motion for Direct Judgment” and motion for 

summary judgment are also pending. Based upon a review of the motions, the arguments made 

therein, and the law of Arkansas, the Claims Commission hereby finds as follows: 

1. Claimant filed his claim on December 1, 2022, seeking $530.00 in damages related 

to his allegation that Respondent violated policy in rejecting a book his sister bought him.  

2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 12(b)(6), 

arguing, inter alia, that Claimant has not been damaged.  

3. Claimant responded to the motion to dismiss.  

4. Claimant then filed a “Motion for Direct Judgment[,]” arguing that Claimant “filed 

a response to Respondent’s motion on January 24, 2023[, and] Respondent has failed to respond 

in a timely manner.” 

5. Respondent responded to Claimant’s motion, arguing that it should be denied.  

6. Claimant then filed a second response to Respondent’s motion to dismiss.  

7. Claimant filed a motion for summary judgment, arguing that he has “proven beyond 

a doubt that [Respondent] violated their own policy, procedures, and Administrative Directives 

numerous times.”  
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8. Respondent responded to Claimant’s motion for summary judgment, arguing, inter 

alia, that Claimant has not followed the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure because he failed to 

sign his pleading, state his address and include a certificate of service. 

9. In reviewing Respondent’s motion to dismiss, the Claims Commission must treat 

the facts alleged in the complaint as true and view them in a light most favorable to the Claimant. 

See Hodges v. Lamora, 337 Ark. 470, 989 S.W.2d 530 (1999). All reasonable inferences must be 

resolved in favor of the Claimant, and the complaint must be liberally construed. See id. However, 

the Claimant must allege facts, not mere conclusions. Dockery v. Morgan, 2011 Ark. 94 at *6, 380 

S.W.3d 377, 382 (2011). The facts alleged in the complaint will be treated as true, but not “a 

plaintiff’s theories, speculation, or statutory interpretation.” See id. (citing Hodges, 337 Ark. 470, 

989 S.W.2d 530 (1999)). 

10. The Claims Commission elects to exclude the evidence attached to Respondent’s 

motion for purposes of considering this motion to dismiss. See Ark. R. Civ. P. 12(b). This exclusion 

relates only to this motion to dismiss. Respondent is free to use these documents as permitted by 

all applicable rules of practice and procedure and to file a motion for summary judgment once 

discovery is completed.  

11. The Claims Commission finds that dismissal of Claimant’s claim is premature.  

12. Respondent’s motion to dismiss is DENIED. 

13. With respect to Claimant’s motion for direct judgment, the Claims Commission 

finds that Respondent has not failed to timely respond to any pleading requiring response.  As 

such, Claimant’s motion is DENIED. 

14. With respect to Claimant’s motion for summary judgment, the Claims Commission 

notes that, pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. P. 56(c)(2), summary judgment is appropriate when there are 

no genuine issues as to any material fact, and the moving party is entitled to judgment as a matter 
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of law. See Hisaw v. State Farm Mutual Auto Insurance Co., 353 Ark. 668, 122 S.W.3d 1 (2003). 

Summary judgment motions are subject to a shifting burden, in that once the moving party has 

made a prima facie showing of entitlement to summary judgment, “the burden then shifts to the 

nonmoving party to show that material questions of fact remain.” Flentje v. First National Bank 

of Wynne, 340 Ark. 563, 569, 11 S.W.3d 531, 536 (2000). Summary judgment is useful “when 

there is no real issue of fact to be decided.” Hughes Western World, Inc. v. Westmoore 

Manufacturing Co., 269 Ark. 300, 301, 601 S.W.2d 826, 826 (1980). 

15. The Claims Commission finds that there are genuine issues of material fact in this 

matter at this time. As such, Claimant’s motion for summary judgment is DENIED. 

16. The Claims Commission cautions Claimant that any subsequent pleading must 

contain a certificate of service and must be served as set forth in that certificate. Failure to comply 

with this requirement may result in the Claims Commission striking the pleading. The Claims 

Commission also cautions Claimant that his pleadings should comply with Rules 10 and 11 of the 

Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure.  

17. The Claims Commission instructs the parties to conduct discovery. 
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 
 

       
 

      _______________________________________ 
ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 

             

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Sylvester Smith 

 
      DATE: May 18, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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Mika Tucker

From: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 3:43 PM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson  230735
Attachments: RFA to Inmate.pdf

RFA to Claimant 
 

Leslie Browning 
 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
Central Office/Legal Division 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, AR 71602 
Legal Support Specialist 
Phone:  870-267-6844 
Email: leslie.browning@arkansas.gov 
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Mika Tucker

From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2023 10:24 AM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson v ADC 230735
Attachments: 4710_001.pdf

Safe Harbor Letter to Inmate 
 

 
 
Confiden ality No ce: This e-mail message and any a achments is the property of the State of Arkansas and may be 
protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private informa on. It is for the intended recipient only. If an 
addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please no fy the author by replying to it. If you are not the 
intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email. 
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Mika Tucker

From: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Sent: Friday, July 7, 2023 10:32 AM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson 230735
Attachments: MTDA.pdf; ADC Resp to RFA.pdf

MTDA and Resp RFA 
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From: Leslie Browning (DOC)
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson 230735
Date: Monday, July 10, 2023 2:45:39 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Amended MTDA.pdf

Amended MTDA
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From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
To: ASCC Pleadings
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson v ADC 230735
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 1:55:40 PM
Attachments: 1548 001.pdf

image001.png

ADC response to motion to compel
 
Thank you,
-TB
 

 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of
Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private
information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has
misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the intended
recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email.
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From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
To: ASCC Pleadings
Subject: RE: Dennis Hutchinson v ADC 230735
Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 10:46:57 AM
Attachments: 1666 001.pdf

image001.png

Sorry, very frazzled this morning.
 
-TB
Legal Services Unit
Arkansas Department of Corrections
Division of Correction
870 267-6845-telephone
 
 

From: Misty Scott <Misty.Scott@arkansas.gov> On Behalf Of ASCC Pleadings
Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 10:46 AM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC) <Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov>
Subject: RE: Dennis Hutchinson v ADC 230735
 
Please attach the corrected one. Thanks.
 

From: Thomas Burns (DOC) <Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 10:15 AM
To: ASCC Pleadings <ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov>
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson v ADC 230735
 
Corrected ADC response to motion direct verdict
 
Thank you,
-TB
 

 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of
Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private
information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has
misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the intended
recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email.
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From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: ASCC Pleadings; Mika Tucker
Subject: ORDER: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC, Claim No. 230735
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 12:08:01 PM
Attachments: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC3 .pdf

Dennis Hutchinson-Order3.pdf

Thomas:
 
Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Misty
 
Misty Scott
Arkansas State Claims Commission
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From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: ASCC Pleadings; Mika Tucker
Subject: ORDER: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC, Claim No. 230735
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 12:08:01 PM
Attachments: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC3 .pdf

Dennis Hutchinson-Order3.pdf

Thomas:
 
Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Misty
 
Misty Scott
Arkansas State Claims Commission
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
DENNIS HUTCHINSON (ADC ) CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 230735 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 
 

ORDER 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Commission”) is the motion filed 

by the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”) seeking to deem admitted its requests 

for admission propounded to Dennis Hutchinson (the “Claimant”). Also pending is Claimant’s 

motion to deem request for admissions, motion to compel and motion for directed verdict. Based 

upon a review of the motions, the arguments made therein, and the law of Arkansas, the 

Commission hereby finds as follows: 

1. Claimant filed his claim on December 1, 2022, seeking $530.00 in damages related 

to his allegation that Respondent violated policy by rejecting a book his sister bought him.  

2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss, and Claimant filed a motion for summary 

judgment and motion for direct judgment. Respondent’s motion to dismiss and Claimant’s motions 

were denied by the Commission on May 18, 2023. As part of that order, the parties were instructed 

to begin discovery. 

3. Respondent sent requests for admission to Claimant on May 23, 2023. 

4. Respondent filed a motion to deem admitted on July 10, 2023, arguing that 

Claimant’s June 7, 2023, responses did not comply with Ark. R. Civ. P. 36(a). 

5. Claimant then filed amended responses to the requests for admission on July 17, 

2023, which contain a certificate of service indicating that the responses had been mailed to 
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Respondent. Claimant also filed a “Motion to Deem Request for Admissions [b]y Claimant 

Response[,]” arguing, inter alia, that he responded to the requests for admission.  

6. Claimant then filed a “Motion to Compel,” arguing, inter alia, that he has proven 

his case against Respondent. Respondent filed a response to Claimant’s motion to compel.  

7. Claimant then filed a motion for a directed verdict. Respondent filed a response to 

this motion.  

8. The Commission finds that Claimant’s filing of amended responses to requests for 

admission moots Respondent’s motion to deem admitted. As such, the Commission DENIES 

Respondent’s motion to deem admitted. However, the Commission will allow Respondent leave 

to file another motion to deem admitted once Respondent has had an opportunity to review the 

content of Claimant’s responses.  

9. With respect to Claimant’s “Motion to Deem Request for Admissions [b]y 

Claimant Response” and “Motion to Compel[,]” the Commission is unable to ascertain the 

purposes of these motions or the bases for the relief sought. As such, the Commission DENIES 

Claimant’s “Motion to Deem Request for Admissions [b]y Claimant Response” and “Motion to 

Compel.”  

10. With respect to Claimant’s motion for directed verdict, the Commission finds that 

this motion is not appropriate at this stage of the proceedings and, therefore, the motion is 

DENIED. 

11. The Commission advises the parties to notify the Commission when discovery is 

nearing completion so that this matter may be added to the hearing schedule.  
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 
 

                                                                         
      _____________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Courtney Baird 

 
 

                                                                        
      _____________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 
 

       
 

      _______________________________________ 
ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 

             
      DATE: November 8, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
To: ASCC Pleadings
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson v ADC 230735
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 10:13:35 AM
Attachments: 1978 001.pdf

image001.png

Motion Strike
 
Thank you,
-TB
 

 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of
Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private
information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has
misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the intended
recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email.
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From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Tiffanye Compton (DOC)
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson v ADC 230375
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023 2:15:46 PM
Attachments: 1989 001.pdf

image001.png

MSJ
 
Thank you,
-TB
 

 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of
Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private
information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has
misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the intended
recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email.
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From: Kris Higdon (DOC)
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Miles S. Morgan; Tawnie Rowell (DOC)
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC, 230735
Date: Tuesday, July 2, 2024 3:09:35 PM
Attachments: Letter to Claimant-143206.pdf

Please see attached letter to claimant. 
 
Kris Alan Higdon
Attorney at Law
Office of the Secretary
1302 Pike Ave., Suite C
North Little Rock, AR 72114
Phone: 501-862-9593
Kris.a.higdon@doc.arkansas.gov
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From: Kris Higdon (DOC)
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Tawnie Rowell (DOC)
Subject: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC, 230735
Date: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 12:55:35 PM
Attachments: Response to Motion for Default Judgment.pdf

Please see attached Response to Motion for Default Judgment

Kris Alan Higdon

Attorney at Law

Office of the Secretary

1302 Pike Ave., Suite C

North Little Rock, AR 72114

Phone: 501-682-9593

Kris.a.higdon@doc.arkansas.gov
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From: Mika Tucker
To: Tawnie Rowell (DOC)
Subject: HEARING: Hutchinson v. ADC, Claim No. 230735
Date: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 9:01:00 AM
Attachments: Hutchinson v. ADC, 230735 hearing letter (motion) 10-2.pdf

Hi, Tawnie.
 
Please see the attached correspondence.
 
Thanks,
Mika
 
Mika Tucker
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-2818
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Kathryn Irby -- Claims Commission is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Claims Commission Hearings 
Time: Oct 2, 2024 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83493978046?pwd=e5H8aH25LiXMZVFoblseVzVm1a4JQV.1 
 
Meeting ID: 834 9397 8046 
Passcode: 977skS 
--- 
 
One tap mobile 
+13092053325,,83493978046#,,,,*944633# US 
+13126266799,,83493978046#,,,,*944633# US (Chicago) 
 
--- 
Dial by your location 
• +1 309 205 3325 US 
• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
• +1 646 931 3860 US 
• +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 
• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
• +1 305 224 1968 US 
• +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US 
• +1 669 444 9171 US 
• +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
• +1 689 278 1000 US 
• +1 719 359 4580 US 
• +1 253 205 0468 US 
• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
• +1 360 209 5623 US 
• +1 386 347 5053 US 
 
Meeting ID: 834 9397 8046 
Passcode: 944633 
 
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kdpwxINvqh 
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From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
To: Kris Higdon (DOC)
Cc: Yolanda Charles (DOC); ASCC Pleadings; Mika Tucker
Subject: ORDER: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC, Claim No. 230735
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 3:25:53 PM
Attachments: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC.pdf

Dennis Hutchinson-order4.pdf

Mr. Higdon:
 
Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Misty
 
Misty Scott
Arkansas State Claims Commission
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From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
To: Kris Higdon (DOC)
Cc: Yolanda Charles (DOC); ASCC Pleadings; Mika Tucker
Subject: ORDER: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC, Claim No. 230735
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 3:25:53 PM
Attachments: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC.pdf

Dennis Hutchinson-order4.pdf

Mr. Higdon:
 
Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Misty
 
Misty Scott
Arkansas State Claims Commission
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
DENNIS HUTCHINSON (ADC  CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 230735 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 

ORDER 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Commission”) is the motion for 

summary judgment filed by the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”) as to the 

claim of Dennis Hutchinson (the “Claimant”).  At the motion hearing on October 2, 2024, Claimant 

proceeded pro se, and Kris Higdon appeared on behalf of Respondent. Based upon a review of the 

motion and filings, as well as the argument of the parties and the law of the State of Arkansas, the 

Commission hereby finds as follows:  

1. Claimant filed his claim on December 1, 2022, seeking $530.00 in damages related 

to his allegation that Respondent violated policy and his First Amendment rights in rejecting a 

book his sister bought him.  

2. The Commission denied Respondent’s motion to dismiss and Claimant’s “Motion 

for Direct Judgment” and motion for summary judgment on May 18, 2023.  

3. The Commission entered an order on Respondent’s motion to deem admitted and 

various other motions on November 8, 2023. 

4. Respondent then filed the instant motion for summary judgment, arguing, inter alia, 

that the Commission does not have jurisdiction over this matter.    

5. Claimant filed a response to the motion for summary judgment, arguing that 

dismissal was not proper.  
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6. During the hearing, Respondent argued that Claimant did not file a grievance. 

Respondent also argued that Claimant was seeking redress for the denial of a publication 

Respondent determined to be inappropriate and that the Commission is not an oversight committee 

to determine publications the Respondent allows into its facilities.  

7. Claimant argued that the book at issue does not pose any sort of security risk and 

that other inmates in his unit that have the book. Upon a question from a commissioner, Claimant 

argued that he was damaged by not having the book because he did not have knowledge of 

understanding others and self-control, which is the subject of the book. Upon a question from a 

commissioner, Claimant argued that the damages he sought included the cost of the book and 

postage fees.  

8. The Commission agrees with Respondent that the Commission does not have 

jurisdiction to hear this matter. The Commission also notes that, because Claimant’s sister 

purchased the book, Claimant has no damages.  As such, pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-204 

and Ark. R. Civ. P. 12(h)(3), the Commission DISMISSES Claimant’s claim. 

9. Any other pending motions are denied as moot.  
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 

                                                           

                                                    
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 

 
       

 

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 
 

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Sylvester Smith 
 

 
             
      DATE: October 18, 2024 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
(1) A party has forty (40) days from transmission of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 

with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the transmission of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice 
of Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
To: Tawnie Rowell (DOC); Trent Rigdon (DOC); Miles S. Morgan
Cc: ASCC Pleadings; Yolanda Charles (DOC); Mika Tucker
Subject: ORDER: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC, Claim No. 230735
Date: Monday, April 7, 2025 3:48:11 PM
Attachments: Dennis Hutchinson v. ADC3.pdf

Dennis Hutchinson-order230735.pdf

Dear Counselors:
 
Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Misty
 
Misty Scott
Arkansas State Claims Commission
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
DENNIS HUTCHINSON (ADC  CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 230735 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF              RESPONDENT 
CORRECTION 

 
 

ORDER  
 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Commission”) is a motion filed 

by Dennis Hutchinson (the “Claimant”) for transcript and motion for extension in his claim against 

the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”). Based upon a review of the filings, the 

arguments made therein, and the law of Arkansas, the Commission hereby unanimously finds as 

follows: 

1. Claimant filed his claim on December 1, 2022, seeking $530.00 in damages related 

to his allegation that Respondent violated policy and his First Amendment rights in rejecting a 

book his sister bought him.  

2. The Commission denied Respondent’s motion to dismiss and Claimant’s “Motion 

for Direct Judgment” and motion for summary judgment on May 18, 2023. 

3. The Commission entered an order on Respondent’s motion to deem admitted and 

various other motions on November 8, 2023. 

4. Following a hearing on Respondent’s motion for summary judgment, the 

Commission entered an order on October 18, 2024, dismissing Claimant’s claim. This order was 

transmitted to the parties on October 21, 2024.  
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5. On November 12, 2024, Claimant filed the instant “Motion for Transcript” and 

motion for extension, requesting time to obtain a transcript from the Commission so that he may 

file a notice of appeal.  

6. Respondent did not file responses to Claimant’s motions.  

7. The Commission notes that the Commission transmits the claim file to the General 

Assembly when a claimant files a notice of appeal. The Commission also notes that it has no 

authority to grant an extension of the number of days a party may file a notice of appeal under Ark. 

Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). As such, Claimant’s motions are DENIED. However, the 

Commission will accept Claimant’s motions as a timely notice of appeal and will transmit this 

claim file to the Arkansas General Assembly pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211.  
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 

                                                           

                                                    
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Dee Holcomb 
 

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 

    

       
      _______________________________________ 
      ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
      Sylvester Smith 
 
              
      DATE: April 3, 2025 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
(1) A party has forty (40) days from transmission of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 

with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the transmission of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice 
of Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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