




























































































































Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law. 

Act 250 of the Regular Session 

*JMB149* 02-04-2019 09:31:47 JMB149 

 

State of Arkansas As Engrossed:  H2/4/19  1 

92nd General Assembly A Bill      2 

Regular Session, 2019  HOUSE BILL 1296 3 

 4 

By: Representatives McCollum, Clowney, D. Garner, Payton, Pilkington, V. Flowers, Scott, G. Hodges 5 

  6 

For An Act To Be Entitled 7 

AN ACT TO CREATE THE KEEP ARKANSANS WORKING ACT OF 8 

2019; TO ENSURE THAT DEFAULT OR DELINQUENT STUDENT 9 

LOANS OR SCHOLARSHIPS DO NOT RESULT IN SUSPENSION OR 10 

REVOCATION OF A LICENSE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.  11 

 12 

 13 

Subtitle 14 

TO CREATE THE KEEP ARKANSANS WORKING ACT 15 

OF 2019; AND TO ENSURE THAT DEFAULT OR 16 

DELINQUENT STUDENT LOANS OR SCHOLARSHIPS 17 

DO NOT RESULT IN SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION 18 

OF A LICENSE. 19 

 20 

 21 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 22 

 23 

 SECTION 1.  Arkansas Code Title 17 is amended to add an additional 24 

chapter to read as follows: 25 

Chapter 2 — Keep Arkansans Working Act of 2019 26 

 27 

 17-2-101.  Title. 28 

 This subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Keep Arkansans 29 

Working Act of 2019". 30 

 31 

 17-2-102.  Purpose. 32 

 It is the purpose of this chapter to ensure that hard-working Arkansans 33 

maintain occupational licenses while trying to maintain debt free lives and 34 

trying not to be impoverished. 35 

 36 
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 17-2-103.  Definitions. 1 

 As used in this subchapter: 2 

  (1)  "Default" means the failure to: 3 

   (A)  Repay a student loan according to the terms agreed 4 

upon in a promissory note; or 5 

   (B)  Satisfy the requirements and conditions of a work 6 

conditional scholarship for repayment; 7 

  (2)  "Delinquent" means the failure to: 8 

   (A)  Make a student loan payment when the payment is due; 9 

or 10 

   (B)  Satisfy the requirements and conditions of a work 11 

conditional scholarship for repayment; 12 

  (3)  "License" means a license, certificate, registration, 13 

permit, or other form of authorization required by law or rule that is 14 

required for an individual to engage in a particular occupation or 15 

profession; 16 

  (4)  "Scholarship" means an award of financial aid to a student 17 

for education at a public or private institution of higher education; 18 

  (5)  "State authority" means an office, board, commission, 19 

department, council, bureau, or other agency of state government having 20 

authority to license, certify, register, permit, or otherwise authorize an 21 

individual to engage in a particular occupation or profession; and 22 

  (6)  "Student loan" means a loan guaranteed by the federal 23 

government or state government for purposes of education at a public or 24 

private institution of higher education. 25 

 26 

 17-2-104.  Student loans. 27 

 Except as provided for rural medical practice student loans and 28 

scholarships under § 6-81-701 et seq., a state authority shall not suspend or 29 

revoke a license that has been issued to an individual solely on the basis of 30 

that individual being: 31 

  (1)  Default on the repayment obligations required by one (1) or 32 

more student loans; or 33 

  (2)  Delinquent in the payment of one (1) or more student loans. 34 

 35 

 17-2-105.  Scholarships. 36 
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 Except as provided for rural medical practice student loans and 1 

scholarships under § 6-81-701 et seq., a state authority shall not suspend or 2 

revoke a license that has been issued to an individual solely on the basis of 3 

that individual being: 4 

  (1)  Default on the satisfaction of the requirements and 5 

conditions of a scholarship; or  6 

  (2)  Delinquent in the satisfaction of the requirements and 7 

conditions of a scholarship. 8 

 9 

/s/McCollum 10 

 11 

 12 

APPROVED: 2/28/19 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 



Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law. 

Act 308 of the Regular Session 
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State of Arkansas    1 

92nd General Assembly A Bill      2 

Regular Session, 2019  HOUSE BILL 1230 3 

 4 

By: Representative Boyd 5 

By: Senator M. Johnson 6 

  7 

For An Act To Be Entitled 8 

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE A PODIATRIST TO HAVE A 9 

COLLABORATIVE PRACTICE AGREEMENT WITH AN ADVANCED 10 

PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 11 

 12 

 13 

Subtitle 14 

TO AUTHORIZE A PODIATRIST TO HAVE A 15 

COLLABORATIVE PRACTICE AGREEMENT WITH AN 16 

ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSE. 17 

 18 

 19 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 20 

 21 

 SECTION 1.  Arkansas Code § 17-87-310(a)(2), concerning the 22 

prescriptive authority of an advanced practice registered nurse, is amended 23 

to read as follows: 24 

  (2)  Has a collaborative practice agreement with a practicing 25 

physician who is licensed under the Arkansas Medical Practices Act, § 17-95-26 

201 et seq., § 17-95-301 et seq., and § 17-95-401 et seq., or a podiatrist 27 

licensed by the Arkansas Board of Podiatric Medicine under § 17-96-101 et 28 

seq., if employed by the podiatrist, and who has training in scope, 29 

specialty, or expertise to that of the advanced practice registered nurse on 30 

file with the Arkansas State Board of Nursing. 31 

 32 

 33 

APPROVED: 3/5/19 34 

 35 

 36 



Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law. 

Act 593 of the Regular Session 
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State of Arkansas As Engrossed:  H2/27/19 S3/25/19  1 

92nd General Assembly A Bill      2 

Regular Session, 2019  HOUSE BILL 1267 3 

 4 

By: Representative Gonzales 5 

By: Senator K. Hammer 6 

  7 

For An Act To Be Entitled 8 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY OF AN 9 

ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSE; AND FOR OTHER 10 

PURPOSES.  11 

 12 

 13 

Subtitle 14 

TO AMEND THE PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY OF AN 15 

ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSE. 16 

 17 

 18 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 19 

 20 

 SECTION 1.  Arkansas Code § 17-87-310(b), concerning the prescriptive 21 

authority of an advanced practice registered nurse, is amended to read as 22 

follows: 23 

 (b)(1)  An advanced practice registered nurse with a certificate of 24 

prescriptive authority may receive and prescribe drugs, medicines, or 25 

therapeutic devices appropriate to the advanced practice registered nurse's 26 

area of practice in accordance with rules established by the Arkansas State 27 

Board of Nursing. 28 

  (2)(A)  An advanced practice registered nurse's prescriptive 29 

authority shall extend only to drugs listed in Schedules III — V and, if 30 

expressly authorized by the collaborative practice agreement, also to those 31 

hydrocodone combination products reclassified from Schedule III to Schedule 32 

II as of October 6, 2014. 33 

   (B)  An advanced practice registered nurse's prescriptive 34 

authority also extends to drugs listed in Schedule II if: 35 

    (i)  The prescription is for an opioid and the 36 
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prescription is only for a five-day period or less; or 1 

    (ii)  The prescription is for a stimulant and meets 2 

the following criteria: 3 

     (a)  The prescription was originally initiated 4 

by a physician; 5 

     (b)  The physician has evaluated the patient 6 

within six (6) months before the advanced practice registered nurse issues a 7 

prescription; and 8 

     (c)  The prescription by the advanced practice 9 

registered nurse is to treat the same condition as the original prescription. 10 

   (3)(A)  The Arkansas State Board of Nursing shall promptly adopt 11 

rules applicable to an advance advanced practice registered nurse that are 12 

consistent with the Arkansas State Medical Board's rules governing the 13 

prescription of dangerous drugs and controlled substances. 14 

   (B)  Before approval of the Arkansas State Board of 15 

Nursing's rules, the Arkansas State Medical Board shall review the proposed 16 

rules and verify that the proposed rules are consistent with the Arkansas 17 

State Medical Board's rules concerning the prescription of dangerous drugs 18 

and controlled substances.  19 

 20 

/s/Gonzales 21 

 22 

 23 

APPROVED: 3/29/19 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 
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State of Arkansas As Engrossed:  H2/27/19 H3/6/19  1 

92nd General Assembly A Bill      2 

Regular Session, 2019  HOUSE BILL 1552 3 

 4 

By: Representatives Godfrey, Vaught, Hawks, Della Rosa, D. Douglas, D. Garner, Clowney, G. Hodges, 5 

D. Ferguson, Payton, M. Gray, L. Johnson, D. Whitaker 6 

By: Senator L. Eads 7 

  8 

For An Act To Be Entitled 9 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAWS CONCERNING NURSING 10 

LICENSURES; TO AUTHORIZE THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF 11 

NURSING TO LICENSE RECIPIENTS OF THE DEFERRED ACTION 12 

FOR CHILDHOOD ARRIVALS POLICY; AND FOR OTHER 13 

PURPOSES.  14 

 15 

 16 

Subtitle 17 

TO AMEND THE LAWS CONCERNING NURSING 18 

LICENSURES. 19 

 20 

 21 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 22 

 23 

 SECTION 1.  DO NOT CODIFY.  Legislative findings and intent. 24 

 (a)  The General Assembly finds that: 25 

  (1)  The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, also known as 26 

"DACA", is a national immigration policy that allows some individuals who are 27 

brought to the United States illegally as children to receive a renewable 28 

two-year period of deferred action from deportation and to become eligible 29 

for a work permit; 30 

  (2)  In order to be eligible under the Deferred Action for 31 

Childhood Arrivals policy, a recipient cannot have a criminal record of 32 

felonies or serious misdemeanors; 33 

  (3)  Several states allow recipients of the Deferred Action for 34 

Childhood Arrivals policy to receive occupational or professional licensure; 35 

  (4)  Arkansas has chosen not to allow recipients of the Deferred 36 
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Action for Childhood Arrivals policy to receive occupational or professional 1 

licensure which has caused many students who are exempt under the Deferred 2 

Action for Childhood Arrivals policy to leave the state after completion of 3 

their vocational or professional coursework; 4 

  (5)  Arkansas is presently suffering from a nursing shortage 5 

across the state; and 6 

  (6)  It is in the best interest of the State of Arkansas to make 7 

full use of the skills and talents in the state by ensuring that an 8 

individual who is work-authorized under the Deferred Action for Childhood 9 

Arrivals policy is able to obtain an occupational or professional license and 10 

practice his or her occupation or profession. 11 

 (b)  It is the intent of this act to authorize recipients of the 12 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals policy to receive a nursing license in 13 

Arkansas. 14 

 15 

 SECTION 2.  Arkansas Code Title 17, Chapter 87, Subchapter 3, is 16 

amended to add an additional section to read as follows: 17 

 17-87-313.  Licensing of noncitizens. 18 

 (a)  The Arkansas State Board of Nursing may grant a license under this 19 

subchapter to an individual who, in addition to fulfilling the requirements 20 

to practice nursing in this state, satisfies the following requirements: 21 

  (1)  The United States Department of Homeland Security has 22 

approved the individual's request for exemption under the Deferred Action for 23 

Childhood Arrivals policy; 24 

  (2)  The individual's exemption status under the Deferred Action 25 

for Childhood Arrivals policy has not expired or has been properly renewed; 26 

and 27 

  (3)  The individual has a current and valid employment 28 

authorization document issued by the United States Citizenship and 29 

Immigration Service. 30 

 (b)  This section is a state law within the meaning of subsection (c) 31 

of 8 U.S.C. § 1621, as existing on January 1, 2019. 32 

 (c)(1)  The board shall promulgate rules under this section. 33 

  (2)(A)  When adopting the initial rules to implement this 34 

section, the final rule shall be filed with the Secretary of State for 35 

adoption under § 25-15-204(f): 36 
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    (i)  On or before January 1, 2020; or  1 

    (ii)  If approval under § 10-3-309 has not occurred 2 

by January 1, 2020, as soon as practicable after approval under § 10-3-309. 3 

   (B)  The board shall file the proposed rule with the 4 

Legislative Council under § 10-3-309(c) sufficiently in advance of January 1, 5 

2020, so that the Legislative Council may consider the rule for approval 6 

before January 1, 2020. 7 

 8 

/s/Godfrey 9 

 10 

 11 

APPROVED: 4/10/19 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 
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