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The Litigation Reports Oversight Subcommittee of the Arkansas Legislative Council met Thursday, September 20, 2007, at 2:00 p.m. in Room 149 of the State Capitol Building.
Members in Attendance

The following committee members were present:  Senators Robert Thompson, Co-Chair; Ruth Whitaker, Barbara Horn, Kim Hendren, Shawn Womack and Jim Luker; Representatives Dawn Creekmore, Co-Chair, Janet Johnson, Marilyn Edwards, George Overbey, Stephanie Flowers, and Scott Sullivan.  Also in attendance were Senators Gene Jeffress, Ed Wilkinson and Steve Bryles; Representatives Stan Berry, Buddy Lovell, Curren Everett, J.R. Rogers, and Tracy Pennartz.
Approval of Minutes
Representative Dawn Creekmore, Co-Chair, called the meeting to order.  She asked if there were any objections to the minutes of the previous meeting of the committee.  There were none and the minutes of the August 1, 2007 meeting of the Litigation Reports Oversight Subcommittee were approved without objection.
Discussion regarding the current status of Central Arkansas Desegregation cases.
Representative Creekmore stated that Senator Kim Hendren had requested that the subcommittee be updated at each meeting on the status of the desegregation litigation in Pulaski County and the Attorney General's office was present to give an overview of the current status of Central Arkansas Desegregation cases.
Mr. Scott Richardson, Assistant Attorney General, with the Office of the Attorney General was recognized and answered questions from the committee regarding desegregation litigation with the Little Rock School District, the North Little Rock School District, the Pulaski County Special School District and their unitary status.
Mr. Richardson told the subcommittee that the Legislature had set a deadline of October 31, 2007 for the two (2) school district, North Little Rock School District and Pulaski County Special School District, which are still seeking unitary status to file a petition for at least partial unitary status in order to receive reimbursement for attorneys expenses.  He told the subcommittee the districts are aware of that deadline and he said he anticipated that they would file those petitions by that deadline.
Mr. Richardson also informed the subcommittee that the Joshua Intervenors had a deadline of October 1, 2007, to file a brief.
Ms. Melanie Fox from the  Little Rock Board of Education was recognized and answered questions from the subcommittee regarding desegregation issues involving the Little Rock School Board.

Senator Hendren requested that the School Boards be invited to the next meeting of the Litigation Reports Oversight Subcommittee.
Senator Luker requested someone from the Department of Finance and Administration or the Administrative Office of the Courts be present at the next meeting of the subcommittee to answer questions reference Arkansas Department of Finance and Administration v. City of Sunset regarding non payment of required contributions from the uniform filing fees and court costs.

Senator Thompson asked that at the next meeting of the subcommittee, that Ms. Lori Freno, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Attorney General's Office, to provide an update to the subcommittee reference Anthony Sloan , et. Al v. Alan Sugg, et. Al.
Litigation Review

The subcommittee reviewed fourteen (14) new litigation cases (Exhibit E-1) reported to the subcommittee since the last meeting and selected three (3) cases for monitoring on behalf of the Legislative Council.  Twenty (20) updated cases (Exhibit E-2), and six (6) closed cases (Exhibit E-3) were also reviewed by the subcommittee.
Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned.
