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The Litigation Reports Oversight Subcommittee of the Arkansas Legislative Council met Thursday, December 6, 2007, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 149 of the State Capitol.
Members in Attendance

The following committee members were present:  Senators Robert Thompson, Co-Chair; and Ruth Whitaker; Representatives Dawn Creekmore, Co Chair; Eddie Hawkins and George Overbey.
Senator Robert Thompson, Co-Chair, called the meeting to order.  
Approval of Minutes
Without objection, the Minutes from November 6, 2007 meeting were approved..
Litigation Review

The Committee reviewed twelve (12) cases of new litigation reported since the last meeting.  Twenty-three (23) updated cases were reviewed, and ten (10) closed cases were reviewed.
Ms. Lori Freno, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Office of Attorney General answered questions posed by committee members.  
In response to a question from Senator Thompson regarding Jimmy C. Morris v. Martin Luther King Commission she explained the plaintiffs allege four members of the Martin Luther King Commission are not members of the Commission.  Three of these individuals are off of the Commission.  One individual is still on the Commission.  The plaintiffs are arguing the remaining member is basically term-limited out and therefore should not be on the Commission because of term limits.  The enabling statute for the Commission does not contain term limits.  An answer was filed on November 21, 2007.
In reference to W. R. Grace, and Co., Et Al v. Various State Agencies, Senator Thompson noted Ms. Freno informed him that the plaintiff was under Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection which allows the company to continue doing business but is under the protection of the Bankruptcy Court.  The state filed claims amounting to approximately $7.5 million.  
In response to a question from Senator Thompson, Ms. Freno stated any money received by the state from this litigation would more than likely go into general revenue.
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m.
