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Foundation Team

Kristin Merlo, President

Sharon Lanier, Executive 
Director

Margaret Rowan, Community 
Impact Analyst

Leavanah Cox, Executive 
Administrative Assistant

Board of Directors

Members from central, 
Northeast, and Northwest 
Arkansas.

Four members also service on 
the Corporate Board.

Foundation Funding

Single donor – Delta Dental of 
Arkansas

• A percentage of net income 
from operations donated 
annually

We believe everyone deserves a healthy smile



Delta Dental Core Values

Delta Dental 
of Arkansas

Delta Dental 
of Arkansas 
Foundation

Community 
Organizations

We carry out Delta Dental’s core value of Focusing On Our Community 
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Grant Funding in Arkansas Communities 2008 – 2023 

OVER $28 MILLION
CONTRIBUTED TO IMPROVE ORAL HEALTH



Types of
Grant 

Funding



General Grant Guidelines



• Up to $40,000

• Rolling application

• Approved quarterly

• Must have a treatment 

focus



• Up to $30,000

• Rolling application

• Approved quarterly

• Must have an oral 

health education focus



• Up to $2,500

• Rolling application

• Approved monthly



• Up to $2,500

• Rolling application

• Designated for schools

• Approved monthly



• Invitation only 

• Rolling Letter of Interest

• May be multi-year

• Approved quarterly



Questions & Comments



Foundation Contacts
Sharon Lanier, Ph.D
Executive Director
(501) 992-1832
slanier@deltadentalar.com

Margaret Rowan
Community Impact Analyst
(501) 992- 1696
mrowan@deltadentalar.com

Leavanah Cox 
Executive Administrative Assistant
(501) 992-1882 
lthomas2@deltadentalar.com




