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The Senate Interim Committee on Transportation, Technology and Legislative Affairs and the House Interim Committee on Public Transportation met jointly at 8:45 a.m., Thursday, March 29, 2012, in the Oaklawn Room, Embassy Suites Hotel, 400 Convention Boulevard, Hot Springs, Arkansas.

Committee members in attendance:  Senator Mike Fletcher; Representatives Jonathan Barnett, Chair; Denny Altes, Lori Benedict, John Catlett, Bruce Cozart, Mary P. “Prissy” Hickerson,  Loy Mauch, David Meeks, Betty Overbey, Leslee Milam Post and Gary Stubblefield.  Non-Voting Committee members in attendance:  Representatives Les “Skip” Carnine and Terry Rice.

Other legislators in attendance:  Senator Gene Jeffress; Representatives Duncan Baird, Tommy Lee Baker, John Burris, Eddie Cheatham, Robert Dale, Billy Gaskill, Buddy Lovell, Mike Patterson, James Ratliff and Jeff Wardlaw.

The meeting was called to order by Representative Barnett, Chair, House Public Transportation Committee.
Representative Barnett welcomed everyone to the meeting and recognized representatives of Union Pacific Railroad for a presentation.
Union Pacific Railroad Presentation (Attachment 1)
Mr. Drew Tessier, Public Affairs Director, and Mr. John Langford, Road Operations Manager, gave a PowerPoint presentation entitled “An Overview of Union Pacific Railroad and Our Business in Arkansas” (Attachment 1).  Mr. Tessier noted that at 2011 year end, freight revenue was $18.5 billion with 32,000 route miles in 23 states; 42,500 employees; capital spending of $3.2 billion; and 25,000 customers; with 8,000 locomotives.  Mr. Tessier said a unique strength of Union Pacific is port access and border crossings.

Union Pacific Environmental Management:
1. One train takes up to 300 trucks off congested highways.
2. Rail is almost four times more fuel efficient than trucks.
3. Union Pacific can haul one ton 830 miles on one gallon of diesel fuel.
4. Rail transportation is three times cleaner than trucks on a ton-mile basis.
Mr. Tessier stated that safety is top priority and Union Pacific has created an educational marketing campaign based on previous success with efforts targeting truck drivers about safety at railroad crossings.
Mr. Tessier also stated that Union Pacific had a large presence in Arkansas in 2011, with 1,327 miles of track; an annual payroll of $202.6 million with 2,688 employees; capital spending of $109 million; and $349,572 in community giving.  Beyond North Little Rock, Union Pacific operates a $70 million, 600 acre intermodal facility at Marion, Arkansas, and a classification yard at Pine Bluff.
Representative Barnett asked about the coal for coal fired plants in Arkansas brought in by Union Pacific.  Mr. Tessier said the coal, which is of the highest quality, comes from Wyoming.  
Representative Baker inquired about the switching process on trains.  Mr. John Langford said that, as a part of a mandate from the federal government, a GPS System is required to transport chemicals.  Trained dispatchers control switching out of Omaha, Nebraska, but everything in the classification yards is done manually.
Mr. Tessier said the top five commodities shipped in 2010 (by volume) were:

1. Intermodal-Wholesale
2. Stone, Sand and Gravel

3. Flour and Rice

4. Roofing Products

5. Non-Metallic Minerals

The top five commodities received in 2010 (by volume) were:

1. Intermodal-Wholesale

2. Coal

3. Corn and Feed Grains

4. Non-Metallic Minerals

5. Meals and Oils

Upcoming Meetings: 
Representative Barnett announced the next scheduled meetings which will be held Monday, April 23, 2012, in Rogers, Arkansas, and Tuesday, April 24, 2012, in Fayetteville, Arkansas.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m.
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