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MINUTES

HOUSE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION, TECHNOLOGY &

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

MEETING JOINTLY
Thursday, August 30, 2007
3:00 P.M.

Crescent Hotel, Conservatory Room, 1st Floor
75 Prospect Avenue
Eureka Springs, Arkansas
The House Interim Committee on Public Transportation and the Senate Interim Committee on Transportation, Technology and Legislative Affairs met jointly on Thursday, August 30, 2007, at 3:00 p.m., at the Crescent Hotel in Eureka Springs, Arkansas.  
House Transportation Committee members in attendance:  Representatives Robbie Wills, Chairman; Monty Davenport, Frank Glidewell, Vice Chairman; Jim House, Donna Hutchinson, Barry Hyde, Bryan King, Johnnie Roebuck and Randy Stewart
Senate Transportation, Technology and Legislative Affairs members in attendance:  Senators Hank Wilkins, IV, Chairman; and Kim Hendren
Also attending:  Senator Denny Altes; Representatives Aaron Burkes, Michael Lamoureux, and Roy Ragland
Representative Wills called the meeting to order.  
MINUTES ( JULY 19, 2007  (Exhibit D)
The motion by Representative Glidewell to approve the minutes was adopted.

DISCUSSION OF FUTURE HIGHWAY PLANS IN NORTH CENTRAL ARKANSAS (Handout #1)
Mr. Dan Flowers, Director, Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department (AHTD), was recognized and gave an overview of highway projects and needs in North Central Arkansas.  Mr. Flowers noted that Act 1100 of 2007 authorized $100 million in surplus revenue to be allocated to AHTD with 70% going to AHTD and 15% each to counties and cities.  At the present time, AHTD has received $56 million.  To be completed this year are 43 overlay projects at a cost of $28.4 million.  Plans scheduled for 2008 include 170 miles of overlays totaling $31.1 million and 2 widening projects at a cost of $10 million.
Mr. Flowers also gave a brief status report on various road projects in the area highlighting improvements on Highway 23, Highway 62, Interstate 540 to Highway 65 and Highway 64 to the Missouri state line.  He also noted work is being done on the Highway 412 corridor from Siloam Springs to Mountain Home.  Projects completed in the last 10 years total $251.9 million with another $111.4 million projects under construction.  Projects scheduled total $97.2 million with another $60 million programmed.  The total cost to complete the 412 corridor is $1,075 million.
Mr. Flowers discussed condition of bridges in Arkansas noting the I-35W bridge collapse in Minnesota has generated much interest in bridge safety.  Arkansas has 12,396 bridges which are inspected at least every two years.  Arkansas' bridge inspection program is monitored by the Federal Highway Administration.  AHTD has 20 full-time bridge inspectors who can inspect 20 to 30 bridges per day, although major bridge inspections take several days.  Information to be considered are structural elements, erosion of supports, alignment of roadway, etc.
Bridge rating categories are structurally deficient (deterioration, cracks, or other flaws that reduce the ability to carry vehicles), functionally obsolete (width or clearance does not meet current standards for traffic), and sufficiency rating (used only to determine federal funding eligibility).

There are 596,842 bridges nationwide.  Of these, 12% are structurally deficient and 13% are functionally obsolete.  Arkansas is tied for the 14th lowest state in percent of structurally deficient bridges (9%).  Arkansas is tied for the 28th with 15% of our bridges being functionally obsolete.  Of the 7,147 bridges on the state highway system, 250 have weight limit restrictions and 917 are functionally obsolete.  
The National Highway System Bridge Reconstruction Initiative will be modeled after the Highway Trust Fund to provide a dedicated source of revenue for repair, rehabilitation and replacement of structurally deficient bridges.  Hearings will begin September 5, 2007.  

Mr. Flowers briefly discussed highway needs and ways to generate more highway revenue, noting highway needs of approximately $19 billion (or $21 to $22 billion at today's cost) with only approximately $4.1 billion expected.  Fuel tax has remained flat while cost of highway construction has continued to climb.  Ways to generate highway revenue discussed were percent of dollar amount on fuel rather than tax per gallon, toll roads, and a tax on road user related items.  Members expressed interest in looking at road user related funding mechanisms.  Senator Hendren felt that the Transportation Committees should be included in any such studies and discussions.  Staff was requested to provide copies of any related interim study proposals.
DISCUSSION ON LOCAL ROAD SAFETY ISSUES
Bob Grudek, Carroll County Sheriff, was recognized and briefly discussed highway safety issues in Carroll County, noting there are several highways with a high rate of accidents.  For instance, Highway 187 onto Highway 62 is at the crest of a hill with limited site distance.  Also, there are a number of accidents where Highway 143 runs into Highway 62 at the crest of another hill.  In addition, a number of accidents occur on dead man's curve between Green Forrest and Alpena.  At the present time, the Sheriff's Department has an agreement with the Arkansas State Police to respond to accidents in Carroll County if the State Trooper is unable to get to the accident in a timely manner.  He explained that troopers have a larger area to cover and are not always the closest responder to an accident.  This agreement has resulted in a financial impact on the Sheriff's Department.

The committee asked that Colonel Winford Phillips, Director, Arkansas State Police, appear at a future meeting to discuss these concerns.

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m.
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