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MINUTES

HOUSE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION, TECHNOLOGY &

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

MEETING JOINTLY
Friday, August 31, 2007
1:30 P.M.

Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport
Alice L. Walton Terminal Building
Highfill, Arkansas
The House Interim Committee on Public Transportation and the Senate Interim Committee on Transportation, Technology and Legislative Affairs met jointly on Friday, August 31, 2007, at 1:30 p.m., at the Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport, Alice L. Walton Terminal Building, in Highfill, Arkansas.  
House Transportation Committee members in attendance:  Representatives Robbie Wills, Chairman; Monty Davenport, Frank Glidewell, Vice Chairman; Jim House, Donna Hutchinson, Barry Hyde, Bryan King, Johnnie Roebuck and Randy Stewart
Senate Transportation, Technology and Legislative Affairs members in attendance:  Senators Paul Bookout and Kim Hendren
Also attending:  Senators Denny Altes, Jack Critcher, Gene Jeffress, Jimmy Jeffress; Representatives Jerry Brown, Aaron Burkes, Curren Everett, Rick Green, Allen Maxwell, Tracy Pennartz, Beverly Pyle, and Roy Ragland
Representative Wills called the meeting to order.  
FUTURE PLANS OF THE NORTHWEST ARKANSAS REGIONAL AIRPORT  (Handout #1)
Ms. Kelly Johnson, Airport Director, Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport, was recognized and gave a presentation regarding future plans of the Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport (NWA).  Ms. Johnson noted that many apron and taxiways have been built in the last several years and approximately $14 million in ground work has been completed during the previous 10 years.  This project was funded by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in conjunction with the Arkansas Aeronautics Commission.  A baggage claim expansion was recently completed at a cost of $2.9 million, which was funded with a federal grant.  Three additional rental car ticket counters have also been added.  The new ramp will house the upper level concourse.  The ticket counter expansion will be completed around November.  The new screening checkpoint, which recently opened, cost approximately $5.2 million.
Ms. Kelly noted NWA has been in operation only 8½ years and explained they have a pretty heavy debt load for a small airport.  Currently, they are considering ways to fund two major projects totaling approximately $70 million in new debt.  Roughly 2,000 people use this airport daily, with 50 flights daily.  NWA recently announced its 19th nonstop destination.  By November, American Airlines will have 28 departures from this airport daily. 

Mr. Scott VanLaningham, Executive Director, Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport, was recognized and stated NWA has to be willing to do all they can locally and bring in resources available to bear on these projects.  The Regional Mobility Authority will be a tool to assist with funding issues.  Another major project needing attention is ground access to the airport.  The Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department (AHTD) recently completed an environmental impact study on the Springdale Northern Bypass.  If this project moves forward, all NWA has to do is build an airport access road to their bypass.  NWA is prepared to do this in conjunction with them as a toll road.  Unfortunately, it does not do any good to build the access road if the bypass is not built.  NWA is also working on expansion of some aircraft maintenance operations.  There is a huge gap between projects identified and funds available.

Mr. Mike Malone, Executive Director, Northwest Arkansas Council, was recognized and gave an overview of transportation challenges and other issues in Northwest Arkansas.  He noted that due to congestion on Highway 412, a bypass is desperately needed.  Springdale has approximately $120 million in city generated sales tax to be used in building some east/west corridors as city streets.  Mr. Malone also mentioned the  minor league baseball team that is coming to Springdale.
Ms. Patsy Christie, Planning Director, City of Springdale, was recognized and gave a brief overview of projects and plans for Springdale, highlighting some street projects that will help alleviate traffic congestion (Handout #2).  These street projects were made possible with a $105 million bond program.  Springdale has a good partnership with AHTD.  Some state aid money was used to improve 40th and 48th Streets.  
Mr. Eric Edelstein, General Manager, Northwest Arkansas Naturals, was recognized and gave an overview of the new minor league baseball complex nearing completion in Springdale.  Construction is on schedule and is six weeks away from having grass on the field.  This ballpark represents an outdoor entertainment venue.  Part of what the ownership group has done in the past is put on concerts.  A full-size concert stage will be built permanently in the outfield wall which will be on wheels, allowing it to be rolled out for post game concerts starting less than an hour after a ball game ends.  There is an opportunity to bring a lot of entertainment to Northwest Arkansas.  A great relationship is developing between the University of Arkansas and the Northwest Arkansas Naturals.  
Ms. Christie advised that the first ball game will be held April 10, 2008.  The other exciting thing is the Race for the Cure will be held at the ballpark.  Funding to build this ball park came from a one cent sales tax passed by the voters which has a sunset clause.
Mayor Perry Long and Mr. Mike Solomon, Director of Planner and Economic Development, City of Lowell, were recognized and briefly described improvement projects in Lowell, explaining that Lowell is at the center of Northwest Arkansas (Handout # 3).  The city is also the hub for a number of trucking terminals operating out of Northwest Arkansas.  Lowell is a community of approximately 7,000 with at least that number working in various industries located in Lowell.  Enormous strain is put on the road system due to the number of trucks traveling these roads each day.  A one cent sales tax was passed one year ago whereby 70% goes for transportation needs.  A bond issue was also passed which netted approximately $3 million.  The Dixieland Road is being extended which will take traffic off I-540.  Also under consideration is a north/south corridor that would alleviate traffic congestion on Highway 71.
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
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