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MINUTES

HOUSE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION, TECHNOLOGY &

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

MEETING JOINTLY
Saturday, September 1, 2007
9:00 A.M.

Arkansas World Trade Center
3300 Market Street
Rogers, Arkansas
The House Interim Committee on Public Transportation and the Senate Interim Committee on Transportation, Technology and Legislative Affairs met jointly on Saturday, September 1, 2007, at 9:00 a.m., at the Arkansas World Trade Center, in Rogers, Arkansas.  
House Transportation Committee members in attendance:  Representatives Robbie Wills, Chairman; Jim House, Barry Hyde, Johnnie Roebuck and Randy Stewart
Senate Transportation, Technology and Legislative Affairs members in attendance:  Senators Paul Bookout and Kim Hendren
Also attending:  Senator Dave Bisbee;  Representatives Stan Berry, Jerry Brown, Aaron Burkes, Curren Everett, Rick Green, Allen Maxwell, Beverly Pyle, Roy Ragland, and Lindsley Smith
Representative Wills called the meeting to order.  
BRIEFING ON ARKANSAS WORLD TRADE CENTER  (Handout #1)
Mr. Dan Hendrix, President and Chief Executive Officer, Arkansas World Trade Center (AWTC), was recognized and welcomed the committee to AWTC.  Mr. Hendrix stated AWTC is Arkansas' gateway to the global marketplace. Its mission is to connect Arkansas to the world by providing international trade services to companies and individuals and by educating students in global commerce.  An objective of AWTC is to be a "one-stop" trade information hub with services for Arkansas' businesses and international companies.  AWTC, a vision of Congressman John Boozman, held its grand opening April 13, 2007.  

AWTC offers students world class training in practical applications of international business through the leadership of the Sam M. Walton College of Business.  Its members and associates are connected to the people, companies, data and government agencies which make up the fabric of global commerce.  AWTC is a member of World Trade Centers Association (WTCA) which began in 1969 and has grown to 300 World Trade Centers in over 90 countries with over 800,000 companies represented worldwide.  Membership in WTCA ($200,000) was made possible through a grant from the Department of Economic Development.  AWTC works very closely with other Trade Centers to promote trade missions.    The AWTC is lobbying to imbed an export trade administration specialist in the office here.  

Mr. Ed Clifford, President, CEO, Bentonville Chamber of Commerce, was recognized and gave a brief presentation on the infrastructure and road projects in the Bentonville area.  The Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art (Handout #2) is scheduled to open in October 2009 and will significantly impact Bentonville's infrastructure.  Crystal Bridges will bring approximately 250,000 visitors per year to Northwest Arkansas.  A couple of other museum projects are also being discussed in the corridor between downtown Bentonville and Crystal Bridges, which will probably add another 100,000 visitors.

Area growth includes 1,100 new students added during the 2007 school year and new elementary schools being opened every seven months.  There is also a growing supplier population with approximately 10 offices being established each month.  This large growth results in increased demands on the road systems, water systems, and police forces in Bentonville area.  Measures to offset these problems are the Bella Vista Bypass and a $37 million project to create an interchange on I-540 making a five-lane highway to create another east/west corridor.  Projects on Highways 62 and 102 will soon begin.  Bentonville partnered with AHTD on these projects and each of these projects will cost $5 million.  Bentonville recently passed a $110 million bond issue of which $85 million will be used for north/south and east/west corridors.  

COMMENTS FROM THE ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION  (Handout #3)
Mr. Jonathan Barnett, Chairman, Arkansas State Highway Commission, was recognized and discussed the  Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department (AHTD) Partnering Program whose goal is to enhance the acceleration of road projects.  Communities interested in accelerating road improvements in a particular area have become interested in partnering with AHTD and are willing to provide funding to help with these improvements.  Guidelines for the Partnering Program were adopted January, 2005.  The Partnering Program statewide has 41 projects at a total cost of approximately $369.25 million with local contributions totaling approximately $109.4 million.  In Northwest Arkansas there are 20 projects costing $197.6 million with local contributions totaling $60.5 million.  Local contributions have helped tremendously with Northwest Arkansas projects.
In addition to discussing area projects, Mr. Barnett also gave an update on the I-49 north/south Corridor (Highway 71) which, when completed, will run from Kansas City, Missouri, south to New Orleans, Louisiana.  Congress has designated this project as "high priority".  Approximately $969 million dollars has been spent on major improvement so far with $3 billion still needed to complete upgrades in Arkansas.  Federal earmarked funds in the amount of $400 million were received for this project..
COMMENTS FROM ARKANSAS GOOD ROADS TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL  (Handout # 4)
Mr. Johnnie Bolin, Executive Director, Arkansas Good Roads Transportation Council (AGRTC), was recognized and explained that AGRCT is a grassroots organization working to educate Arkansans on the benefits of a good transportation system.  AGRTC, organized in 1896, has a 33-member Board whose mission is to research, evaluate, distribute education data, and promote a transportation network to enhance the safety, social and environmental needs of Arkansas.  Arkansas's state highway system is the 12th largest in the nation and compares to California, New York, Louisiana, Georgia, and Illinois.  Safety is an important issue as Arkansas ranks 9th nationally in highway fatalities.  Good roads are critical to Arkansas's economic development as well as tourism which is a $5 billion business.  Better roads will create jobs, create opportunities for graduating seniors, spur economic development, save Arkansans money, and result in safer roads for Arkansans.

AGRTC's plans for the future include a Governor's conference on transportation and meetings in each Congressional District for the purpose of studying proposed funding sources.  AGRTC seeks to encourage debate in order to find appropriate solutions to this critical situation.  

PRESENTATION BY NORTHWEST ARKANSAS COUNCIL  (Handout 5)

Mr. Greg Lee, Transportation Committee Chairman, Northwest Arkansas Council, was introduced and gave a brief overview of the purpose and goals of Northwest Arkansas Council.  Mr. Lee added that the Regional Mobility Authority, passed in the 2007 session, is a valuable tool which can be used by cities to develop and maintain infrastructure.  

Mr. Mike Malone, Executive Director, Northwest Arkansas Council, was recognized and gave a brief update on the Regional Mobility Authority (RMA) in Northwest Arkansas.  Mr. Malone noted it is hard for the State to supply all the funding required to build new roads and maintain the ones already built nor can the federal government supply all the necessary funding.  Therefore, it is necessary for the regions to help fund these projects.  Northwest Arkansas has regional interstate highways that need to be built.  This is where RMA would come into play in pooling their resources in building roads and other infrastructure projects in a RMA.  Two of the options being considered for funding major projects in Northwest Arkansas through RMA is a one cent sales tax or tolls.  
With no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m.
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