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MINUTES

HOUSE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION, TECHNOLOGY &

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS &
HOUSE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

MEETING JOINTLY

Monday, August 18, 2008
5:00 p.m.
Lake DeGray Lodge ( Ouachita Room
2027 Park Entrance Road

Bismarck, Arkansas

The House Interim Committee on Public Transportation; the Senate Interim Committee on Transportation, Technology and Legislative Affairs; and the House Interim Committee on Agriculture, Forestry, and Economic Development met jointly on Monday, August 18, 2008, at 5:00 p.m., in the Ouachita Room, Lake DeGray Lodge, in Bismarck, Arkansas.  
House Transportation Committee members in attendance:  Representatives Robbie Wills, Chair; Frank Glidewell, Vice Chair; Jim House, Johnny Hoyt, Ray Kidd, Bryan King, Bobby Pierce, Johnnie Roebuck, and Randy Stewart; non-voting members:  Representatives Eddie Cheatham and Mike Patterson
Senate Transportation, Technology and Legislative Affairs members in attendance:  Senators Paul Bookout and Kim Hendren
House Agriculture, Forestry, and Economic Development members in attendance:  Representatives Tommy Dickinson, Chair; Stan Berry, Mike Burris, Eddie Cooper, Roy Ragland, Gregg Reep, Bill Sample, Scott Sullivan, and Robbie Wills; non-voting members:  Representatives Jerry Brown, Joan Cash, Bryan King, Buddy Lovell, Bruce Maloch, and Robert Moore
Also attending:  Senators Steve Bryles and Gene Jeffress; Representatives Clark Hall, Steve Harrelson, Allen Maxwell, George Overbey, Rick Saunders and Jon Woods
Representative Wills called the meeting to order.  Welcome and introductions by Senator Percy Malone, Representatives Randy Stewart and Johnnie Roebuck, who introduced Mr. C. T. Hollingshead, Mayor, Mr. Jimmy Bolt, City Manager, and Dr. Rex Horne, President, Ouachita Baptist University.
Minutes ( May 15, 2008  (Exhibit C)
Representative Pierce made the motion to approve the minutes.  Representative Stewart seconded the motion and, without objection, the minutes were adopted.
Clark County Strategic Plan  (Handouts #1 & #2; PowerPoint presentation)
Dr. Wesley Kluck, Vice President, Ouachita Baptist University (OBU), was recognized and gave a power point presentation, noting Arkadelphia's growth was unchanged from 1980 to 2005 and its population and the rest of the county declined over the past 20 years compared to Pike and Faulkner counties.  Decreases were also experienced in school enrollments, labor force due to increased unemployment, and bank deposits with a $38 million decrease throughout Clark County.
In March 2006, a group of 26 community leaders met on Henderson State University  (HSU) Campus and reached an unanimous consensus to pursue a strategic planning effort by which HSU and OBU might help Arkadelphia and Clark County better plan for a successful and prosperous future.  This process was designed to create a 10-year vision for Clark County and each of the communities in the county.  Once the vision was developed, specific strategic goals and action steps were created.  All Clark County residents were invited to participate in the process to develop activities in the areas of economic development, education, health care, leadership, tourism, and housing.  The Clark County Strategic Plan (CCSP) was born as a result of these meetings.  The CCSP is the people's plan and is based on their input, research, and dreams and is evidence of the power and effectiveness of a collaborative community effort.  The idea of the CCSP has been taken to Iraq for its developing cities.

Dr. Kluck noted the overwhelming passage of a $.05 county sales tax for economic development and formation of the following: Economic Development Corporation of Clark County, Arkadelphia Regional Economic Development Alliance, and the Renewable Energy Task Force.  Clean-up funds were donated to all interested cities: Gurdon has cleaned up 34 houses and Arkadelphia has cleaned up 16 houses.  Grants were awarded for construction of a regional fire training center and Business Retention & Expansion Program.  
Other developing results include an Arkadelphia city master plan to improve entry routes from Interstate 30, improved education in Clark County, a 24-hour/7 day-a-week daycare center, OBU "Gateway" project, an expanded nursing program and a student recreational center at HSU, and the announcement of a county tourism center in Caddo Valley.  In the area of improved health care, Amity received an ambulance and housing for it, a physician was hired for a clinic in Gurdon, and United Way funds the "Kindergarten Roundup" each year for vaccinations.  In addition, a Boys and Girls Club as well as a hiking and biking trail near DeGray Lake are being researched.  County organizations/leaders are helping fund the October Roundabout Artist Tour.  
Economic Development Tax Passage (Act 1372 of 2005)  (Exhibit E)

Mr. Bill Wright, Chairman, Southern Bancorp of Arkansas, was recognized and discussed the economic development tax passage, stating that CCSP is a powerful tool in the overall scheme of the Economic Development Council of Clark County (EDCCC) and has brought all stakeholders together in a powerful way.  He noted it is hard to bring prospective industries to the county when you have no money, no authority, and no support, but the main goal of CCSP was to find a way to fund economic development activity in Clark County.  Act 1372 of 2005 gave cities and counties the authority to levy taxes to raise revenue for funding economic development projects.  In late Summer 2007, a tax proposal for funding economic development was placed on the Quorum Court agenda.  An ordinance was passed to adopt the tax proposal which would fund economic development in the county; the tax was passed by Clark County residents.  Act 1372 is not perfect and is designed to look like Arkansas Economic Development Commission methodology for economic development at the state level.  The Act allows very little "wiggle room" for most projects.  A number of items in the Act should be addressed prior to the next legislative session.  
Mr. Wright explained the Economic Development Corporation of Clark County (EDCCC) was created with the County Judge, County Clerk, and Treasurer as incorporators.  One concern with the Act is the requirement to disclose economic development projects in progress, which is a major hurdle.  Also, under state law the EDCCC cannot legally withhold any information regarding where tax funds are spent.  EDCCC is the first entity to use Act 1372 of 2005.  
In response to a question by Representative Dickinson regarding the decline in population in Clark County, Mr. Wright responded other than being south of Little Rock, he can not explain the population decline.  
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.
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