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Arkansas Water Planning – 1930s to Present
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2014 Water Plan
• What is the Arkansas Water Plan

• “A comprehensive program for the orderly 
development and management of the state’s water 
and related land resources”                                
     Arkansas Code § 15-22-503(a)

• Purpose

• To assess quantity and quality of water in Arkansas

• To be ready for growth, declines, and new 
challenges

• Structure

• Supply

• Demands

• Issues

• Recommendations

• Public Involvement / Stakeholder Engagement
• Approx. 250 Meetings and Presentations for the 2014 

update



Executive Order 23-27  - August 21, 2023
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Our Charge
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1. Model and assess water availability, water demand projections, and water quality 
trends, and identify basins with projected challenges or opportunities where significant 
changes are known or expected from the 2014 Arkansas Water Plan;

2. Evaluate, develop, and recommend water management strategies for all water-use 
sectors and develop innovative new funding mechanisms to support their 
implementation; and

2. Conduct statewide engagement throughout the process to identify the most pressing 
current issues and develop the best practicable solutions in collaboration with 
representatives from all water use sectors, including, but not limited to, interested water 
planning groups, state and federal agencies, legislators, and local entities.



Process
• Partner with the Corps of Engineers – Little Rock District
• Contract with Micheal Baker International / FTN & Assoc
• Phase I - Scoping Process (1st and 2nd Qtr. 2024)

• Data Collection
• Vision, Goals, and Objectives / Need / Scope of Work
• Gaps/Changes from 2014
• 7 Stakeholder Meetings (March and May 2024)

• Phase II – Updates to the Plan (TBD) - (3rd Qtr. 2024 - 2026)
• Updates to Water Demands / Forecasts
• Project and Program Assessments
• Water Management Policy
• Stakeholder Meetings

• Cost Est. $4.8 million
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1acre-foot = 325,851 gallons

Water Availability (Surface)



Precipitation
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Groundwater





Arkansas Water Use Demands

   2014 Water Plan
• 71% of statewide water demand is 

supplied from groundwater

• Largest demands:

• Crop irrigation 80% 

• Thermoelectric power 11%
• Municipal drinking water 3.5%

• Similar projections thru 2050



Population / Demands
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Percent Change in Total Population; 
Arkansas by County 2020 -2023
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Public Input

Source:  Gilmore Strategy Group
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Water and Wastewater Infrastructure
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FY23 Awards = $1.173 Billion – 302 Projects



2022 Clean Water Needs Survey (EPA)
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Water Quality
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Fish and Wildlife



Industry / Economics
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• Arkansas River
• Red River
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Multi-state Compacts – Water Quantity & Quality



Flood Planning
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QUESTIONS?
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