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Introduction to the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

The Bipartisan lawisa in-a-g ion investment in i e and

Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act

This historic legislation will: ‘—

$1.27T bill passed by Congress and signed
into law by President Biden on
November 15, 2021

- Deliver clean water o allfamiies and  * M3¥2 the Best imvestment m passenger
eliminate the naton's lead service Ines il since Arrak's reation

atforcatle, refasle, ign-soeed Imemer  VehElechargers
tarvice - Upgrade power infrastructure o deliver
« Repair and rebuild roads and bridges clean, relable energy

« Largest ever investments in high-speed
Internet, rail and transit, clean energy,
and water

oyver-azads,
and exreme weather evercs

Allocated funding to over 350 distinct
programs across more than a dozen
federal departments and agencies

- Usgrade our nation's airports and ports.
o A - Delver the largest investment in tackiing
egacy polluton i US history.

Ensuring High-Speed Internet Access to All

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law invests ~$65B to ensure everyone in America has access to Internet service.

) Goal i to build nfrastructure that Bipartisan Infrastructure Law invests roughly $658 into high-
FUTURE provides reliable high-speed Internet speed Internetefforts through 7 federal programs:
access to all Americans for today
and tomorrow...

Administered by NTIA
~ Broadhand Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program
$42.458)
Wil d (ocke b makirg high-. . gwux a:unv Planning, Capacity and Campetitive Grants
speed Internet ‘ (s2.758)
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program ($2.008)
Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Program ($1.08)

rellable so everyone can
paricipate in the economy.

Administered by ther federal agencies

and providing the resources « Affordable Connectivity Program ($14.28)
needed to equitably expand Rural Broadband Programs at the Department of Agriculture
the adoption and use of the (5208

Internet so everyone can Private Activity Bonds (50.68)
experience the berefits.

Introduction to BEAD




BEAD Program Introduction (e |

BEAD program will provide ~$42.58 for infrastructure planning and implementation.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS ————
Funding pool Entities eligible to apply for this program include:
42,458 - AlSOSuates

+ The Distnct of Columbia an Puerto Rico
« Other Terntaries: U.S. Virgin islancs, Guam, Amenican Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the

‘Aprugram o getall Americans Northern Mariana slands

online by funding partnerships

e sares oo\ iiead EBample eligible uses of funds include:

communities, and st © Planning for ©Deployirg or @ Installing @ implementing @ Workiorce an
S A A deployment of upgrading Inter  Internet in adoption and job training
peiuoand ncesigacopicolcl the Internet net service muhi-tenant digital equrty

tigh-spead intamat servica. Wikings feey

ESTIMATED TIMELINE

Due 270 days after pianming  Due 180 Gays after new DATA maps and Due 365 days after mital proposal
NOFOwe Due funds recenved  notice of fundings amounts ssued asoroval
»2 s 2023 2026 2025 0250

" D e 3 e £

== )T
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Goals of the BEAD Program

BEAD helps deliver high-speed Internet access, affordability, and adoption.

Increases access for unserved and underserved households to ensure that all Americans have access

I w to high-speed Internet service

Q Ensures Americans have access to high-quality, high-speed Internet service to support full

Access participation in the 215t century economy and beyond

Supports affordability of high-speed Internet services, esp. in low-income households

Affordability

Enables investment in digital skills training to increase the number of households adopting high-

=] rosters a system that promates long-term, sustainable, affordable solutions
L] e et sevcs sn v sdapion disparie

Adoption and
equity

Makes investments to ensure Americans can participate in economy & society, reducing inequities
across sectors, including healthcare, workforce & education

Ensuring Complete Coverage

The BEAD Program requires complete coverage of unserved locations and underserved locations (where funding permits)

@ States and Territories must serve all unserved locations (induding multi-tenant buildings)

Unserved locatlons without reliable internet service and with downiood speeds <25 Mbps, upload speeds <3 Mbps, and latency
<100ms

@ States and Territories must serve all underserved locations

Underserved locatlons without reliable Internet service and with download speeds <100 Mbps, upload speeds <20 Mbps, and latency
<100 ms

NTIA strongly urges States and Territories serve Eligible Community Anchor Institutions

Eligible Community Anchor Institutians are entities (e.g., school, lirary, hospital) that facilitate greater use of high-speed
Internet service by vulnerable populations and have downioad speed <1 Gbps

Other eligible uses training, etc

. touse funds | igi instead of eligible Community Anchor Institutions, then it must
provide a strong rationale

Note. initistves.
before or while deployment projects are underway
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Introduction to
BEAD Challenge Process

What is the BEAD Challenge Process and Why is it Important?

The BEAD Challenge Pracess will determine the locations and community anchor institutions within each jurisdiction that are
cligible for BEAD funding.

Key step tawards achieving BEAD goals

Before the BEAD program can meet the goal of 100% accessible and affardable broadband, all unserved
Iocations, underserved locations, and eligible Community Anchor Institutions must be identified.

Helps ensure accurate results
An evid ed, fair, , and itious BEAD Challenge Process, as outlined in the NOFO and
Policy Notice, helps ensure accurate results, an efficient process, and a precise allocation of resources.

Gathers information needed before running the subgrantee selection

The subgrantee selection process cannat be run without first having an accurate and comprehensive list of
eligible locations and CAls.

11

What is the BEAD Challenge Process and How Does it Differ from the
FCC Challenge Process?

The FCC is collecting data from Interet Service Providers (1SPs} and creating a map to identlfy unserved locatlons. This map will be used as a
starting point during the BEAD challenge process toidentify unserved locations, underserved locations, and CAls eligible for BEAD funding,

FCC CHALLENGE PROCESS BEAD CHALLENGE PROCESS

States and Territories will develop a challenge
process for stakeholders to challenge whethera

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
‘maintains new broadband coverage maps

(Broadband DATA Maps) using data collected location or CAl s served, unserved, or

from Internet Service Providers (1SPs) The FCC underserved. The BEAD timelines vl be
accepts challenges on a continuous basis with determined by each state/territory but must
challenges allowed to both the locations {or comply with NTIA requirements. NTIA requires
fabric) and availability data. that the entire challenge process be completed

within S0 days per the Policy Notice.

. NTIA will use the FCC's Broadband DATA Maps to
497 determine how much BEAD funding Is provided
3 per state or teritory.

This will determine the locations and community
anchor Institutions within each jurisdiction that
are elfgible for BEAD funding

12
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The Role of States/Territories and NTIA

NTIA and States and Territaries will work together to design a BEAD Challenge Process, but only the States and

Territories will run the Challenge Process.

NTIA’s Role

0 NTIA will approve and/or send required
modifications to states and territaries about their
BEAD Challenge process design

[ QTS S ——

NTIA will validate the results of the BEAD
& oo

13

What Happens After the Challenge Process?

After the BEAD Challenge Process is completed, Eligible Entities send the final determinations of each unserved location,

underserved location, and CAls to NTIA for approval.

WHAT WILL STATES BE DOING? WHAT SHOULD CHALLENGERS BE DOING?

After resolving each challenge and at least 60 days before Eligible Challengers should pay attention to their State/Territory
allocating grant funds for network deployment, the 8roadband Office and be on the lookout for the public notlce
state/territory must provide public notice of the final of final classification

dassifleation of each:

Once Eligible Entities have provided public notice of their final
- Unserved location classifications, challengers should review the published data.

* Underserved location + Thi lst will be used for the next step in allocating BEAD funds,
~ Eligible Community Anchor Institution within the the subyraniee sefection process;

jurisdiction of the state/territory

States and Territaries must also notify NTIA of any

modifications to the Initial Proposal that are

necessitated by successful challenges to its initial

determinations. Contact your local government units, non-profits, and eligible
broadband service providers.

WHAT IF I’M NOT A CHALLENGER?

14
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Mr. Glen Howie

Stote Broadband Director
The Arkansas Stote Broadband Office

ARConnect

The Arkansas State Broadband Office

5/22/2024
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The Arkansas State Broadband Office

ARConnect
The Arkansas State Broadband Office was established in 2019 and has Vision
L infiastEUCHire grantssince 20201 Eliminate the digital divide and establish
an era of efficient, next-generation
Glen Howie Kimberly Young opportunity, society, and government
State Broadband Director Business Operations
e Three Pillars of Broadband
’jg Lane Bailey . Emma French Access, Affordability, and Opportunity
B Deputy Director =§&# Program Operations

Everyday Mission
.. _ xamelle Gomez 4 Pravallika Kotharu Deploy broadband to as many unserved
Digital Opportunity Manager Project Manager and underserved Arkansans as possible

Andrew Marecki

@ loseph Givens »'a
Project Manager Qe Americorps Fellow

17

ARC Projects Awarded To Date

ARConnect

182 $5332M 129K

Projects Total Grants Households

18



ARC Projects Completed

ARCaTnest

Projects by Funding Round

5/22/2024

141 $321.7M 99K
Projects Total Grants Households
19
ARC Projects in Progress
— . ARConnect

41 $211.4M 31K

Projects Total Grants Households

o Sunding Round
9 B
°
B

Dollars Awardea by Funeing Raund

L) Sunding Roune
)
°
B
.
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ARConnect

~118,000

Locations remain unserved or
underserved, and not subject to a
grant award

21



ARConnact

~1,360,000

Locationsin Arkansas

5/22/2024
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ARCofmect

~892,000

Locations reported as served by ISPs

23

ARConnact

~350,000

Locations have received a grant

24



ARConnect,

~118,000

Locations remain unserved or
underserved, and not subject to a
grant award

5/22/2024

25

Arkansas’ BEAD Program

Historic Moment for Arkansas

ARConect

ARKANSAS TO RECEIVE
OVER $1B TO EXPAND
BROADBAND IN STATE

UITTLL HOCK. Ak, Uane 76, 2020 1ot

27




2023: A Year of Organizing and Planning

ARGonnect

87 INTERACTED WITH

5/22/2024
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Potential of the BEAD Program

ARCannest

Now is a historic moment for broadband in Arkansas...

we must seize it!

$1.024B in funding

* 1/19 states to receive $18+
* 9" per capita

Mandate to reach
~118,000 locations

* Goal of 90%+ fiber build

Challenging
execution

* Double the work, ina
quarter of the time

« Labor, supply chain, and
inflation could slow progress|

Non-deployment

Education, healthcare, small
business, agriculture

29

Complexity of the BEAD Program

@ Unprecedented  $1Bin 365 days

in size

@ Higher level of ~ Multiple phases of planning documents requiring

state planning  3PProval by the National Telecommunications

required

and Information Adminsstration (NTIA); emphasis
on mapping and analytics; entire state will go up.

for bid at one time

(3) tessflexibility to  Prescriptive process design (eg. subgrantes
Heustomize” selection) and specifcity in use of funds (al
planning and o deployment until certification of ability to

deployment

reach 100% connectivity)

Where Arkansas

“ustomized” (to a

degree) Scoring methodology (e 8. welghting of certain
erseris)
Subgrant selection process design
Technolagy mix for broadband infrastructure.

Where states Order of funding priorities (e g, unserved firs)

cannat “customize”  Overail pracess components (o, challenge process)

Cartain scoring criteria (must inciude specific siements,
g, subnidy level & affordability metrics)
Total atlacation level

30
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Arkansas Has Met or Exceeded NTIA Timelines

Gathering input from Arkansans

Defining a vision for BEAD

Drafting detailed proposals

m Countyvst

5 Countyit+focus
oup.

@ Lenaineey

Statewide tour of all 75 counties
Launch of County Broadband Committees (48)
Established workforce

and infrastructure, with more to come

Gathered survey feedback from over 12,500
Arkansans

Compiled list of 118K residential and business
locations and Community Anchor Institutions (e.g.,
libranes, fire departments)

BEAD Intial Proposals Volume | & I submitted for
public comments and to NTIA for approval, ahead of
deaclines

5/22/2024

ARCoRnect

31

Preliminary Timeline for BEAD Implementation

ARCaonnect

020 . 2005

Preliminary BEAD Timeline

@ @ @
1kappicg Chalargs process ->

Qs at @

2) ARC Grant Process  Pre-application

Awards

3) Non-Deployment Grant Process

” ) —>

Todsy

[ Ry —— D
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Non-Deployment Priorities
ARGonnect

33

11



5/22/2024

ARConnect

The Arkansas State Broadband Office

broadband.arkansas.gov
broadband@arkansas.gov
@ARConnectASBO

35
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