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MINUTES

JOINT INTERIM COMMITTEE ON ENERGY
Thursday, December 6, 2007
10:00 A.M.

Room 171, State Capitol
Little Rock, Arkansas  

The Joint Interim Committee on Energy met Thursday, December 6, 2007, in Room 171, State Capitol, Little Rock, Arkansas.  The following members attended:

Joint Energy Committee members:  Senators Percy Malone, Co-Chairman; Jim Hill, Vice Chairman; Gene Jeffress, Jerry Taylor, Robert Thompson; Representatives Shirley Walters, Co-Chairman; Nathan George, Vice-Chairman; Dawn Creekmore, Monty Davenport, Marilyn Edwards, Wilhelmina Lewellen, John Lowery, Mark Martin, Allen Maxwell, Gregg Reep.
Alternate members:  Representatives Jerry Brown, Joan Cash, Lamont Cornwell, Johnny Hoyt, Randy Stewart, and Charolette Wagner.
Also attending:  Senators Denny Altes, Jim Luker; Representatives Tommy Baker, Larry Cowling, Frank Glidewell, Eddie Hawkins, Jim House, Ray Kidd.
Senator Percy Malone called the meeting to order.
Consideration to approve June 13, 2007, minutes [Exhibit D]
Senator  G. Jeffress made a motion to adopt the June 13, 2007, minutes and, with a second by Representative Edwards, the motion carried.
Representative Allen Maxwell was recognized and gave a brief presentation on the American Energy Security Study showing how the United States can escape dependence on foreign oil, noting: (Handout #1, "The American Energy Security Study")
· The report talks about "building a bridge to the future" and how the United States can have energy independence.

· It presents a number of challenges and gives information on these challenges.

· It shows national security implications and the difficulties the United States is facing; how much worse it will become if something is not done to alleviate the situation.

· It presents a plan to break the chain of dependence with the Middle East.

· It also presents information about model legislation.

Representative Maxwell called the committee's attention to information he received from the Southern States Energy Board and asked committee members to read it. (Handout #2, "First Read")
Senator Malone asked that a copy of a letter received from Attorney General Gonzales [Donald Clark, Secretary, Federal Trade Commission], in response to a letter from the co-chairs, be made available to committee members.  He suggested that another letter may be drafted for a follow-up on what's being done at the federal level in the energy industry as it relates to Arkansas.  He also suggested that members of the committee with expertise in this area start thinking and talking about how gasoline, ethanol, and lignite as fuel sources can be tied together.  He proposes that beginning in February, the Energy Committee begin meeting more frequently with focus on possible legislation for the 2009 legislative session.
Representative Lowery noted three basic components:  1) conservation, 2) alternative fuels, and 3) incentives for domestic producers to continue to be able to produce.  Many wells were plugged when oil was $9/barrel.  Should these wells be put back into production?  He would like to invite individuals who spoke to this committee in the past to return so the committee will have a better understanding of the issues existing at the federal level.
Senator Malone asked committee members to let staff know what issues they would like to study during 2008.
Discussion of committee members' travel and reimbursement authorization

Senator Malone explained that the Policy Making Subcommittee of Legislative Council is studying procedures for travel and reimbursement authorization.

Senator Hill made a motion to continue the travel authorization reimbursement precedent followed by the Joint Energy Committee, whereby attendance to regional or national conferences and reimbursement of expenses associated with these meetings shall be authorized by the Co-Chairs of the Joint Energy Committee, with a second by Senator G. Jeffress, the motion carried.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:35 A.M.
