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MINUTES
SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Thursday, August 11, 2011, 12:00 noon
Mountain View High School, 210 High School Road, Mountain View, Arkansas

The Senate Interim Children and Youth Committee met on Thursday, August 11, 2011, 12:00 noon at Mountain View High School, 210 High School Road, Mountain View, Arkansas.

Committee members present were: Senators Missy Irvin, Chair, and Jason Rapert.  Other Legislators present were Senator Johnny Key; Representatives Lori Benedict, John Burris, Bruce Cozart, Justin Harris, Jon Hubbard, Loy Mauch, Mike Patterson, James Ratliff, Randy Stewart, Tim Summers and Tommy Wren.

Senator Missy Irvin called the meeting to order and introduced Mr. Mark Mallet, Principal of Mountain View High School. 

Presentation on the Environment and Spatial Technology Program (EAST Program)
Ms. Carol Smith, Facilitator, EAST Program, Mr. Jerry Webber, Instructor, and Coach Ron Willis were recognized.  Members of the EAST Program, Allyn Irvin, Emily Phillips, Darrin Waddles and Hennelly Irvin were introduced by Marisa Damm.  The EAST Program is a classroom that allows students to step out of an everyday comfort zone and to grasp a field of study that they are  interested in and “run with it”.  EAST was founded by Tim Stevenson when he realized students in his local school were in need of a classroom in which to express themselves.

Mr. Waddles spoke in-depth about how Mountain View High School EAST has individually impacted the economic community by saying that a 2 year study done by the University of Central Arkansas (UCA) showed the average economic impact on the State of Arkansas was $15.2 million.  The study also showed that each EAST class, using state of the art technology, completes 12 projects per year with an average value of $7,000 per project.  EAST administers over 200 programs around the state and also administers programs in 6 other states, with over 22,000 students enrolled in Arkansas.  Mr. Irvin spoke of some of the projects Mountain View EAST participates in, such as: recycling, EAST after Hours, Relay for Life, oral history and the animal shelter.  Every year at the EAST Conference, Tim Stevenson, founder of East, announces a national service project.  Last year’s project was the United Services Organization (USO) and part of the Mountain View EAST project was creating a coloring book.  The coloring book is a book filled with safety tips for children. This year’s project was focused on energy.  At the EAST Conference, Mountain View won a competition to obtain a thermal imaging camera used to detect energy loss from heating/air conditioning, inside or outside buildings and Stream Team (which was a testing of the water quality of Sylamore Creek).  Mr. Irvin spoke on the achievements of the Mountain View EAST Program.  In 2010 and 2011, the Mountain View EAST Program won first place in the EAST National Website Design Competition; first place in the ArchiCAD Competition with the Stone County Animal Shelter blue prints; first place in the SAU Tech Multimedia Design Competition, the CAST competition for the thermal imaging camera; and was a Founder’s Award Finalist, placing in the top ten EAST Programs across the nation.

Representative Benedict asked Mr. Webber how a school becomes enrolled in the program and who administers the program.  Senator Irvin said the stipulations for the EAST Program are that the school has to provide the initial cost ($25,000.00), a class room with a conference table, a facilitator and a direct T1 line (a modum that can carry 60 times more data than the average residential phone line).  After the initial investment is provided by the school, all the technology (equipment and computers) is provided.  Additional funds are acquired through various grants.  Mr. Webber said there is a teacher in the classroom who only directs the students.  The students decide on the projects, organize the projects, develop teams and do all the work.  The projects are student led with an overseer.  Ms. Carol Smith will be the facilitator for the EAST Program this year.  Representative Summers asked if Mr. Webber was a licensed certified faculty member.  Mr. Webber said he was not a licensed faculty member and does not receive monetary compensation.  Mr. Mallet said all volunteers in public schools are subject to a background check.

Presentation on the Music Roots Program
Mr. Carl Atkins, Music Director, Ozark Folk Center (OFC), spoke about the Music Roots Program.  The Music Roots Program is a program in the Mountain View public schools used to teach students traditional southern mountain music.  The program is free to the students with instruments provided as long as students remain in the 
program.  The Music Roots Program provides the instructors, who are paid by outside contributions.  The Committee of 100 is a significant monetary contributor to the Music Roots Program as well as the donation of instruments.  The Blue Grass Association in Mountain View is a group that sponsors a Blue Grass Festival twice 
a year at the OFC.  Proceeds from the festival are given to the Music Roots Program as well as some sports programs.  The Mountain View School Distric, as well as the OFC, contributes monetarily to the program.  Ms. Janice Sutton, Committee of 100, was recognized and said the Committee of 100 is composed of 75 members (one from each county) plus 25 members at large.  Recently, the Committee of 100 has focused its fund raising efforts toward the OFC, Music Roots and other music groups.  It was suggested by Representative Burris that Mr. Atkins pursue grants from the International Blue Grass Music Association and the Blue Grass School Program.

The committee and others were transported to the Hooked on Fishing Pond and Pavilion for a presentation.

Presentation on Hooked on Fishing Not on Drugs

Mr. Robert Ross, Principal, Mountain View Middle School, and Coach Ron Willis were recognized.  Coach Willis said the Hooked on Fishing Not on Drugs is a program initiated by Governor Mike Huckabee approximately 15 years ago.  Governor Huckabee felt this was a good program to help provide kids with a worthwhile outside activity.  Coach Willis said he hoped to reach the “at risk” kids by offering fishing trips, fishing tournaments and other outside activities as incentives.  Two years into the program, land was acquired to be used to build a pond and picnic pavilion.  This was accomplished through negotiations with the city, grants for the walking track, generous benefactors and many hours of volunteers working to help complete the projects.  This is a family orientated project and there are regulations that must be enforced for the pavilion, for example: no smoking; no drinking; children must be accompanied by an adult; adults cannot fish without a child.  Many organizations have contributed their time and talents to this project, such as: Arkansas Game and Fish, Arkansas State Police, Department of Correction and county and city police.

Mr. Ross said their motto is “Get off the couch and into the outdoors”.  He noted that there is an epidemic of childhood obesity in our nation and we hope this program will help alleviate some of that problem.  Another goal of this program is the anti-drug message.  Mr. Ross ended his presentation by inviting the legislators to attend any of the fishing tournaments to see how the program really works.

Representative Benedict asked if a fishing license was required for the students to fish at the pond.  Coach Willis said no fishing license is required to fish at the pond and that, besides the students, others have been invited to fish at the pond, including: residents of convalescent homes, the Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts and numerous church groups.  The Game and Fish Commission has advised Mr. Ross that fishing permits must be purchased  by residents of convalescent homes wishing to fish at the pond.  Mr. Ross asked if the legislature would consider discussing and clarifying those required to purchase a fishing license. 

The group returned to the school and were invited to tour the EAST Program classroom in the high school building.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



