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Ozark Folk Center, 1032 Park Avenue, Bois’d Arc Room, Mountain View, Arkansas

The Senate Interim Children and Youth Committee met on Friday, August 12, 2011, 9:00 a.m., Ozark Folk Center, 1032 Park Avenue, Bois’d Arc Room, Mountain View, Arkansas.

Committee members present were: Senator Missy Irvin, Chair.  Other legislators present were Senator Gilbert Baker; Representatives Lori Benedict, Bruce Cozart, Kim Hammer, Jon Hubbard, Loy Mauch, Mike Patterson, James Ratliff, Randy Stewart, Tim Summers and Jon Woods.

Senator Missy Irvin called the meeting to order.  

Presentation on Arkansas State Parks, Programs Engaging Youth

Jay Miller, Administrator, Program Services, was recognized.  Mr. Miller gave a slide presentation and spoke of the 52 state parks and museums in Arkansas, that  include 315 miles of trails, 963 picnic sites and over 1,700 campsites.  He mentioned some of the wonderful work that is going on in all the state parks.  Arkansas’s State Parks were established to preserve natural, historical and cultural resources, provide quality recreation and education opportunities, enhance the economy of Arkansas and lead in resource conservation.  The legacy of Arkansas State Parks is to preserve our state’s diverse beauty and history so that all Arkansans and visitors may find emotional and intellectual connections to their heritage.  

Mr. Miller said that in FY 2011, Arkansas State Parks presented programs to over 1 million park visitors, 6,228 programs to 223,132 school children on educational trips to state parks and 2,536 programs to 104,740 school children in their classrooms.  Representative Summers asked Mr. Miller about the annual budget and annual revenue for Arkansas State Parks.  Mr. Grady Spann, Park Superintendent, Ozark Folk Center (OFC) said FY11 revenues are $1,678.890 with FY11 expenses at $2,568,637, with visitation for FY11 at 146,350.  Mr. Spann said that the mission of the OFC is to perpetuate, present and promote the Ozark way of life in an educational and enjoyable manner, through craft demonstrations, musical programs, the Heritage Herb Gardens, workshops and other special events.  On average, a total of 461 programs and special events are held at the OFC annually, which include: 321 crafts, 134 music programs and herb education are offered each year at the OFC.

One critical resource of the OFC is the music.  Music Roots is a program that was developed to work with the Mountain View School District that allows instructors hired by the OFC to offer a one hour lesson per week to any student 4th -12th grade the opportunity to learn an acoustic instrument along with old time folk music.  This is a great example of how the OFC is working to preserve resources.

A program that has resulted from this is the “Next Generation Concert”, which is scheduled three times a year and features performers all under the age of 20.

Marketing is a critical part of making the OFC a destination for many people.  The OFC advertises in 27 different markets throughout the year producing 134 different ads.  Each market targets a specific audience.

Partners and volunteers play an important part in the success of the OFC.  They have become a critical partner to our ability to accomplish some unique opportunities for our staff and guests.

“Loco Ropes” is the latest addition to the OFC and is benefiting the OFC in ticket sales and in group business.

Presentation on Young Pioneers Program

Ms. Mary Gillihan, Park Interpreter, was recognized.  As a park interpreter Ms. Gillihan is one who possesses the art of helping people understand what things mean, how they fit together and why they matter.  Ms. Gillihan started a youth program called “Young Pioneers” for 7-14 year olds in which they come to the park and participate in experiential learning.  Students experience and learn from doing things.  They do things such as: corn shuckery, making pottery, participating in rhythm instrument programs, gardening, birding, etc.  For children under 7 years of age, there is a program called Folk Kids.  Children are given a small brown bag with clues for a scavenger hunt in the park.  This allows them to explore the park and discover elements of nature.  Out of these two programs came the day camp program. Day Camp allows groups to come to the park and experience first- hand outdoor living.  Ms. Gilliam is also involved in Arkansas story telling by song.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



