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    MINUTES

HEALTH REFORM LEGISLATIVE
TASK FORCE

May 4, 2015
----------------------------

The Health Reform Legislative Task Force met Monday, May 4, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. in Committee Room A of the Big MAC Building, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Senate Health Reform Task Force members attending were:  Senators Jim Hendren, Chair; Cecile Bledsoe, Vice Chair; Linda Chesterfield, John Cooper, Jason Rapert, Terry Rice, and David Sanders.

House Health Reform Task Force members attending were:  Representatives Charlie Collins, Chair; Justin Boyd, Joe Farrer, Deborah Ferguson, Michelle Gray, Kim Hammer, and David Meeks.

Non Legislative Members Attending:  Gregory Bledsoe, M.D., Arkansas Surgeon General.

Other legislators attending were:  Senators Alan Clark, and Missy Irvin.  Representatives Nate Bell, Charles Blake, Ken Bragg, Andy Davis, Jim Dotson, Charlotte Vining Douglas, Kenneth Ferguson, Mickey Gates, Jeremy Gillam, Ken Henderson, Sheilla Lampkin, Fredrick Love, Micah Neal, Chris Richey, and Laurie Rushing.

Call to Order & Comments by the Chairs
Senate Chair, Senator Jim Hendren, outlined the agenda program for today, and for the other two meetings this week (May 6th & May 7th).  He also stated there will be a guest speaker at the May 28, 2015 task force meeting, and it will focus on 1332 Waivers.  Arkansas Surgeon General, Gregory Bledsoe, gave a brief review of the guest speaker, Lanhee Chen, his background, and qualifications.  Senator Hendren announced that future task force meetings are scheduled for June 11, July 16, and August 20 of 2015.

House Chair, Representative Charlie Collins emphasized the need for members to thoroughly analyze the RFP proposals of each consulting firm.  organize

Consideration to Approve the Minutes of the April 20, 2015 Meeting (EXHIBIT C)
The minutes were approved without objection.

Summary of the Request for Proposal (RFP) Responses
Jill Thayer, Legal Counsel to the Director, Bureau of Legislative Research (BLR), explained how the RFPs are arranged in the binders; and then briefly summarized the RFP proposals of six of the applying consulting firms.  Ms. Thayer verified that all six of the following selected vendors met all of the RFP requirements mapped out by the Bureau of Legislative Research (BLR).  The six selected vendors are:

· Health Management Associates, Inc.
· Leavitt Partners, LLC
· Milliman, Inc.
· Navigant Consulting, Inc.
· Public Consulting Group, Inc.
· The Stephen Group

Ms. Thayer stated that the cost of the selected consultant is already included in the budget, and the chosen consultant will bill the BLR by hourly rates and travel expenses.  The BLR will negotiate the final contract with the selected vendor, and it will include all of the specifics (including a contract termination date, and a penalty clause for work not completed by the termination date).  Ms. Thayer stated that the Department of Human Services (DHS) offered to pay 50% of the cost of the vendor through a Medicaid match.

Senator Hendren stated that the Task Force members will now break for lunch, and resume the meeting this afternoon at 1:00 p.m. to select four vendors who will present their RFPs on May 6 and 7, 2015 to the Task Force.  From these four vendors, one vendor will be selected who will help the Task Force with health reform for Arkansas.



The Health Reform Legislative Task Force reconvened at 1:00 P.M.

Representative Collins reconvened The Health Reform Legislative Task Force meeting at 1:00 p.m.; and instructed the members on the proper voting procedure for this task.  After everyone voted and the results were tallied, Representative Collins announced the four vendors who would be presenting this Thursday and Friday
(May 6th & 7th).  They are as follows:

· Health Management Associates, Inc.
· Navigant Consulting, Inc.
· Public Consulting Group, Inc.
· The Stephen Group

The meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m.
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