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  EXHIBIT B                                               
)MINUTES
SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH
HOUSE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON AGING, CHILDREN AND YOUTH
LEGISLATIVE AND MILITARY AFFAIRS
	Meeting Jointly	
Tuesday, November 5, 2013, 1:00 p.m.
Room 130, State Capitol,
Little Rock, Arkansas

The Senate Interim Committee on Children and Youth, and the House Interim Committee on Aging, Children and Youth, Legislative and Military Affairs; met Tuesday, November 5, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 130 at the State Capitol in Little Rock, Arkansas.

Committee members present were:  Senators Bart Hester, Vice Chair and Gary Stubblefield.  Representatives David Meeks, Chair; Randy Alexander, Charles Armstrong, John Baine, Mary Broadaway, Deborah Ferguson, Charlene Fite, Justin Harris, Mike Holcomb, Patti Julian and Sue Scott 

Non-Committee members present were:  Representatives Bob Ballinger, David Fielding, Jeremy Gillam, John K. Hutchison, Kelley Linck, Walls McCrary, Mary Slinkard and Butch Wilkins

Representative Meeks called the meeting to order.

Consideration to Approve Minutes of September 30, 2013  [EXHIBIT B]
Without objection, the minutes were approved.

Revised Rules for Review, Department of Human Services, Division of Children and Family Services-Christin Harper, Policy Unit  [EXHIBIT C-1a and EXHIBIT C-1b]
Christin Harper, Policy Manager for the Division of Children and Family Services, presented two rule packets for review.  The first packet related to Provisional Foster Home Referrals and Placements.  Ms. Harper stated that the changes to the procedures listed included adding the requirement to notify the appropriate supervisor within 24 hours of removal when a child has been taken into custody and a perspective provisional foster home placement has been identified.  In addition, these procedures clarify that the area resource supervisor has the ultimate responsibility for insuring that the referral form for provisional placement is completed.  Ms. Harper stated that these clarifications were being implemented to further streamline and expedite the provisional placement process. 

Representative Harris asked,  if adding these requirements would make the process take longer.   Ms. Harper stated no, that the clarifications of what is expected within a specific time frame would increase consistency across the state. 

Ms. Harper then presented the second packet for review [EXHIBIT C-1b] stating these revisions were to bring two forms into compliance with Act 1006 of the 89th General Assembly (Investigation Determination Notice Forms) by adjusting the age category and definition of underage juvenile offender from age 13 to less than age 14 as per Act 1006. 
Revised Rules EXHIBIT C-1a & C-1b were reviewed without objection.

Revised Rule for Review, Arkansas State Police (ASP), Crimes Against Children Division (CACD) – Lieutenant Cora Gentry, ASP and Captain Ron Stayton-ASP, CACD [EXHIBIT C-2]
Lt. Gentry stated that Act 426 of 2013 required ASP to promulgate a rule which outlines the criteria that is necessary for the extension of the investigation deadline in child maltreatment cases from 45 to 60 days. Lt. Gentry advised that this Rule sets out the specific criteria for those types of extensions.  
Revised Rule EXHIBIT C-2 was reviewed without objection.

Department of Human Services (DHS), Division of Children & Family Services (DCFS), Summary of Garrett’s Law, Referrals for SFY 2013 (July 1, 2012-June 30, 2013)–Cecile Blucker, Director, DCFS [EXHIBIT D]  Ms. Blucker gave a brief overview of the report summarizing the characteristics of Garrett’s Law Referrals and DCFS response to those referrals over the past four fiscal years.

Representative Harris stated he was concerned with exempting pre-natal exposure by not putting mothers on the registry.  Ms. Blucker responded that in the beginning with Garrett’s Law, there were mother’s who got over their drug addiction and then could not get a job and provide for their families while on the registry.  Representative Harris asked why these mothers were getting “special treatment” ,  exemption in these circumstances.  Ms. Lisa McGee, Attorney for DHS, responded that there were other categories of exemption on the registry.

Representative Meeks asked if a mother tests positive can she be charged with a criminal offense.  Ms. Lori Kumpuris, Prosecutor Coordinator’s Office, responded that there is not a criminal offense for harming a fetus with drugs in uteri.  

Representative Broadaway asked when a case is substantiated and child removed, are there efforts to remove the siblings.  Ms. McGee, Attorney for DHS, responded that by statute there has to be substantial risk of serious harm for removal.  Representative Broadaway asked for the data on the frequency of sibling removal and the type of assistance they receive.  Ms. Blucker stated she would check to see if that data is available.

Representative Fite stated that the damage done to these children is abuse just as much as if the mother had abused that child after it was born.  She suggested that this issue be reviewed and possibly make changes to code.

Representative Ferguson asked if Garrett’s Law was just for newborns and involved the testing of the mother at birth.  She also asked for an explanation on the modality of testing.  Ms. McGee responded that the hotline is called if the mother or the baby has drugs in their system at the time of birth.  She advised that the modality of testing is up to the medical provider and not something statute mandates.
  
Representative Ferguson asked if there was some type of mechanism to catch these mothers earlier with mandated prenatal testing.  Ms. Blucker responded that what they did not want as a result of Garrett’s Law, was for the mother to not seek prenatal treatment.  Representative Ferguson asked if drug treatment was mandatory.  Ms. Blucker stated that they make referrals but treatment is not mandatory unless court ordered.  

Representative Holcomb asked how often a case worker is required to make a home visit during an open case.    Ms. Blucker explained agency policy states in the first month of removal at a minimum every week, then monthly at minimum, but other factors play a role such as if the courts are involved and what is going on in that particular case as to how often case workers  need to be in the home.  

Representative Broadaway asked if fetal alcohol syndrome was grounds for removal on some other basis.  Ms. McGee advised they are required to accept referrals from physicians on children affected by fetal alcohol spectrum disorder and they provide a plan of safe care for those children.  Representative Broadaway asked if there was a need to amend existing legislation to include fetal alcohol syndrome or was it covered under what Congress has recently done.  Ms. Blucker responded asking that her answer be reserved until such time as Congress’ data could be reviewed to determine if additional legislation was needed. 

Department of Human Services (DHS), Division of Children and Family Services (DCFS), Quarterly Performance Report (April 2130-June 2013)–Cecile Blucker, Director, DCFS [EXHIBIT E]  
Ms. Blucker presented the report providing a brief overview of their Performance Indicators, Compliance Rates, Description of Population, Adoptions and Appendix Summaries on child fatalities.  Ms. Blucker announced that November is National Adoption Month and National Adoption Day is November 23rd.  She invited all to attend the Pulaski County Adoption Day event scheduled for November 21st at 12:30 in conjunction with CASA and Project Zero.  She advised they were set to finalize 55 adoptions in the state so far for the month of November.  

Ms. Blucker also shared that the division had received a Diligent Recruitment Grant to implement the Arkansas Creating Connections for Children Project.  With this grant, they are working to develop a network of foster families that are neighborhood based, culturally sensitive and strategically located where the children are removed. 

Representative Fite asked when a child in foster care “ages out” can they continue to receive medical care through DHS up to age 27.  Ms. Blucker responded that this is one of the things that will be going into effect in January with the Affordable Care Act.  Representative Fite asked if there was any statute on how long they had to have been in foster care.  Ms. Blucker stated she would provide that information.

Representative Ferguson asked how many children age out of the system each year and what provisions are made for them.   Ms. Blucker responded that in the report there were 112 over the age of 18 who were still in the system and  29 had aged out.  Representative Ferguson asked if foster care parents continue to receive payments.  Ms. Blucker responded that they set board payments based on the individual needs of that particular child.

Representative Julian asked if there was an underlying reason for the number of placements some children experience while in foster care.  Ms. Blucker stated that the number of placements could be for a variety of reasons not just with foster parents but with contract placement settings as well where there might be behavioral issues and the safety of other children had to be considered.

Representative McCrary asked how long a child could stay in an Emergency Shelter.  Ms. Blucker advised that their contract says 60 days but at 45 days they review what efforts have been done to secure a home.   Representative McCrary inquired about the number of emergency shelters, their location and bed availability.
Ms. Blucker stated she would provide that information to the committee.

Other Business [EXHIBIT F]
Representative Baine referenced Act 1298 (An Act to Create The Arkansas Task Force For the Prevention Through Education of Child Sexual Abuse; to study Erin’s Law) stating that Erin Merryn, who  testified before the legislature last session, had recently published a book titled, An Unimaginable Act.  He shared that Ms. Merryn was so impressed with the Arkansas General Assembly that she revised the last chapter of her book to include direct quotes from members of this committee on the passage of Act 1298. He also stated that each committee member would receive an autographed copy of her book.

Representative Fite announced that “Children of Arkansas Loved for a Lifetime” (The CALL) will be having their first annual fund raising banquet in Ft. Smith on November 14th to explain their work in finding good foster homes.  She advised if anyone was interested in attending to see her for details.  
 
Without further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:08 p.m.




