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The Arkansas Legislative Task Force on Athletic Training in Public Schools met Tuesday, October 26, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 272 of the State Capitol, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Legislative Task Force members present were Representatives Keith Ingram, Chair, Gregg Reep and Mark Perry.
Non-legislative Task Force members present were Brooks Harrington, Jim Loyd, B.J. Maack, Mike Mertens, and Joey Walters.

Representative Ingram opened the meeting.  Minutes from the August 25, 2010 
meeting were approved as submitted.  
Comments by Ms. Patti James
Representative Ingram recognized Ms. Patti James, a guest speaker for today’s meeting.  Ms. James introduced her son Will, who attends Pulaski Academy.  Ms. James told the Task Force her focus is on health and safety issues in high school sports.  She explained how her son suffered a heat stroke on August 13, 2010 during football practice.  When she and her husband reached the Arkansas Children’s Hospital, Will was in a medically induced coma.  Will remained in a coma for ten days.  He suffered liver damage, was in intensive care for one week, and his kidneys began to fail.  Ms. James said Will has fully recovered following three weeks of hospitalization, and three weeks of out-patient dialysis.  Ms. James told the Task Force that Will recovered because of Todd Ross, an Athletic Trainer (AT) on the staff of Pulaski Academy, who was present at the football practice.  She said Mr. Ross knew the correct steps to take when Will collapsed, instituted those steps immediately, and that is what saved Will’s life.  She also told the Task Force there were four other student athletes at other schools who all experienced health problems that same day.  Ms. James asked the Task Force to strongly encourage schools to place ATs in every school.  She said she is aware of the high cost of placing ATs in all the schools.
Ms. James spoke next about Tyler Davenport, a student from Lamar, Arkansas, who collapsed from heatstroke two days before her son Will suffered his heatstroke.  Tyler later died.  Ms. James said the difference between Will and Tyler was the Lamar school had no AT on its staff, and was not familiar with currently recommended procedures for heatstroke when Tyler collapsed.  Ms. James said she spent many weeks at the Arkansas Children’s Hospital with Tyler’s parents, Mark and Tina Davenport.  Ms. James said Mr. and Mrs. Davenport had prepared a written statement and asked her to bring it to today’s Task Force meeting.
Representative Ingram asked Mr. B.J. Maack to read the letter written by Mr. and Mrs. Davenport.  Mr. Maack read the following: 

“over the course of the sixty days Tyler was in the hospital he would have great days where we would have a lot of hope for him walking out of the hospital.  Then he would get an infection and take a turn for the worst.  It was an emotional roller coaster that we never want another parent to go through.  On the morning of October 12, 2010, Tyler lost his battle with heat stroke, but became a true warrior in our eyes.  This letter is not to put blame on anyone.  However, we would like to see some changes made, specifically practicing outside in extreme heat.  Tyler has an eleven-year old brother named Hunter.  He is very athletic and plays all sports.  We want to see some changes made so we can send him to a practice or a game without the fear of losing him the way we lost Tyler.”
Comments by Ms. Judy Pulice, Liaison for Governmental Affairs, National Athletic Trainer’s Association
Representative Ingram recognized Ms. Judy Pulice, National Manager, State and Government Affairs, National Athletic Trainer’s Association (NATA).  Ms. Pulice discussed a report detailing the number of student athlete deaths throughout the country in 2010, which included two deaths in Arkansas.  Ms. Pulice noted the experts in sports medicine have said that deaths resulting from heat illnesses and concussions are 100% preventable, if immediate and knowledgeable medical assistance is available.  Ms. Pulice spoke about the importance of having trained Athletic Trainers (ATs) in schools.  She complimented the Task Force for the work it has been doing on this important issue and offered to help the Task Force prepare legislation.
Discussion of the final report of the Task Force 
Representative Ingram suggested the Task Force discuss what it wants included in its final report.  He wants the Task Force to have its recommendations ready to be presented to the House and Senate Education committees in December, plus have possible legislation ready for the 2011 legislative session.  
Mr. Maack suggested the Task Force members review minutes of its previous meetings, consider testimony given by speakers, and include the talking points presented at the August 25, 2010 Task Force meeting.  
Mr. Maack highlighted the following recommendations:

· Representative Gregg Reep’s suggestion of requiring schools to develop a health care plan for its student athletes

· Create a pilot program in selected schools where there has been no health care for student athletes, plus ask the state to provide funding  

Mr. Maack spoke about the possibility of obtaining state funding for a pilot program, or implementing an incentive program, or find matching funds.  Mr. Maack told the Task Force the goal of the Arkansas Athletic Trainers Association (AATA) is for every school to have an AT on its staff.  

Representative Reep said he thinks any school with an athletic program should be required to develop a health care plan for its student athletes.  The schools should submit their plans to a state agency for review, possibly the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE).
Representative Mark Perry said unfunded mandates do not work, plus there are not enough certified ATs currently in Arkansas to place one in every school.  Representative Perry suggested the Task Force encourage the Arkansas Department of Higher Education (ADHE) review its AT degree program and consider including teaching credits, which would allow an AT to both teach and function as an AT.  Task Force members discussed the number of certified Athletic Trainers (ATs) in Arkansas at this time.  Mr. Maack said there are a total of 189 ATs in various employment settings.  Only 10 ATs are employed full-time in schools.  There are only twelve seniors graduating each year with an AT degree.  All the AT graduates leave the state to find work.  It was also noted there are 329 school districts in the state.  Representative Ingram suggested the Task Force focus its recommendations on the health and safety of student athletes, an issue that comes ahead of new Astroturf, or new indoor practice facilities.  
Mr. Mike Mertens said he believes a pilot program would help raise awareness.  It could also help answer some of the questions people still have concerning the need for ATs in schools.  Mr. Mertens said it would be helpful to determine how to place ATs into smaller schools who have limited budgets.  It would also be helpful to learn how school districts are currently handling injury issues.  

Task Force members discussed forming a subcommittee to meet and draft recommendations for its final report.  It was agreed that Representative Ingram will choose Task Force members to serve on the subcommittee.  He appointed himself, Representative Perry, B. J. Maack, and Mike Mertens to serve.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
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