EXHIBIT C
MINUTES 
TASK FORCE ON ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN
Tuesday, August 14, 2012
Room 130, 9:30 a.m., State Capitol, Little Rock, Arkansas
The Task Force on Abused and Neglected Children met on Tuesday, August 14, 2012, at 9:30 a.m., in Room 130, of the State Capitol in Little Rock, Arkansas.
Legislative task force members present:  Senator Percy Malone and Representative Linda Tyler, Co-Chairs.
Legislators present:  Representatives Henry “Hank” Wilkins, Jon Woods, and Efrem Elliott.
Non-Legislative task force members present:  Mr. Ron Angel, Mr. Ronnie Baldwin, Mr. Blake Batson, Ms. Karen Farst, Ms. Jennifer Gallaher, Ms. Connie Hickman-Tanner, Dr. Jerry Jones, Ms. Lisa McGee, Mr. Greg Fallon (sitting in for Ms. Tammy Mullins), Ms. Deborah Roark, Ms. Jane Shipman, Ms. Ratha Tracy, Dr. Angie Waliski, Ms. Linda Williams, Judge Rhonda Wood, Ms. Teresa Kramer, Mr. Monty Davenport, and Dr. Karen Worley.
Representative Tyler called the meeting to order.  The minutes from the July 10, 2012 meeting were approved.
Discussion on Long-Term Impacts of Child Maltreatment
Ms. Diane Robinson, Student Researcher, PhD Candidate in Health Systems Research at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, stated her handout entitled “Consequences of Child Maltreatment” is based on nationally published literature.  Ms. Robinson said statistically, foster care children who suffer from maltreatment experience acute physical injuries, impaired cognition, lower reading levels, and lower educational attainment.  Also, statistics show as the children “age-out” of the foster care system to become young adults, years of child maltreatment has lead them to long-term mental and physical health problems, substance abuse, homelessness, poverty, and domestic violence.  Ms. Robinson said Illinois and Chicago conducted a longitude study on children who have aged-out of the foster care system and discovered it is difficult to track these young adults because they do not maintain a long-term physical address.  
Ms. Lisa McGee, Department of Human Resources (DHS), stated under the “Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997”, language states depending on aggregated circumstances, not all children have to be reunited with their parents.  Ms. McGee said DHS analyze every foster child’s case to determine if the parents are entitled to receive services and child reunification.  If DHS determines reunification is not in the child’s best interest, DHS will bring their case before the judge and the judge will decide based on DHS’s investigation whether the child should be reunified with the parents or placed in foster care for adoption.  
Ms. McGee will provide to the Task Force, DHS’s quarterly and annual report on the number of child abuse cases in the state.
Senator Malone requested BLR staff attorney research language in the state law regarding:
· Child and parent reunification once the child is placed in foster care 
· How do state Boards handle licensure when a doctor or other medical employee is changed with a sex offender crime 
· Are sealed convictions required by law to be disclosed when physicians apply for licensure 
Senator Malone requested Dr. Teresa Kramer provide information about the research UAMS is tracking on foster child maltreatment cases and tie that to DHS’ quarterly and annual report.
Senator Malone suggested Ms. Robinson meet with Dr. Kramer, Ms. McGee, and other task force members to collect data that will help write child abuse legislation.
Senator Malone is concerned teachers are not aware they should contact the State Police Crimes Against Children division hotline instead of DHS when reporting suspected child abuse.
Dr. Kramer said she is working with CMHC to collect long-term tracking of foster children once they leave the system.  She said it is difficult to know from Medicaid data and DHS data who is receiving treatment.  
Discussion of Arkansas Mandated Reporter Training
Ms. Sue A. Tedford, Executive Director, Arkansas State Board of Nursing, said the Arkansas mandatory reporting guidelines are included in the nursing education programs.  Once the student completes nursing school, the student will take a licensure exam.  The licensure exam contains mandatory reporting verbiage.  Ms. Tedford said if the Board discovers a nurse has failed to report suspected abuse or neglect, the Board will file an unprofessional conduct complaint against the nurse.  
Dr. Jerry Jones stated all medical schools in Arkansas are required to provide specific training on child abuse reporting.  
Ms. Debbie Coffman, Director of Professional Development, Arkansas Department of Education, explained Act 1236 of 2011, states every licensure educator in the state must receive professional development training in child maltreatment and receive information regarding mandated reporting.  She said school districts in Arkansas provide professional development training on child maltreatment.  Superintendents sign a document stating the school’s educators received the training.  Teachers who are licensed can access the course at www.arkansasideas.org.  Non-licensed staff, school nurses and the Arkansas Department of Higher Education can access the course at ideas.aetn.org/health and www.arkansased.org.  
Ms. Ratha Tracy stated that the Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education discussed offering mandatory reporting courses through the Division’s website by linking with the Arkansas Department of Education’s website.  Ms. Tracy said the Division is working toward revising the minimum licensing standards for Early Child Care teachers to include mandatory reporting.
Ms. Peggy Cryer, Executive Secretary, Arkansas State Medical Board, explained the Medical Board conducts a criminal background check on every physician licensed by the state.  Ms. Cryer stated that although the Medical Board’s medical practices act does not require a physician to report, physicians are required by law to report suspected child abuse and neglect.  During the license renewal process, physicians are required to inform the Board of any prior arrests or convictions.  When a physician applies for a license, detailed information about prior convictions whether sealed or expunged is required in order for the physician to complete the application. 
Ms. Cryer said UAMS Continuing Medical Education (CME) does not provide child abuse or child maltreatment training for physicians to maintain licensure  Ms. Cryer will check with other states to find out what CME credits are offered for physicians to maintain licensure. 
Representative Tyler suggested a mechanism in place to notify the Medical Board when a physician fails to report any convictions or criminal charges he may have obtained.
Mr. Kevin O’Dwyer, Legal Counsel, Arkansas State Medical Board, explained sealed or expunged records are not sealed forever.  The State Police reports all convictions made by physicians to the State Medical Board.  Physicians are required to report to the State Medical Board if they have been arrested whether the conviction has been sealed or expunged.  Convictions pop up on all criminal background checks.
Judge Rhonda Wood explained that unless an individual is seeking employment in the military, medical or a caregiver, convictions of a misdemeanor are usually expunged to give individuals a second chance.  If the individual proves to the court they have been rehabilitated with no current convictions, misdemeanor charges are usually dropped.  
Children of Arkansas Loved for a Lifetime (CALL)
Ms. Lauri Currier, Statewide Executive Director, The CALL, explained the CALL is a non-profit Christian ministry that works in direct partnership with The Division of Children and Family Services (DCFS).  The CALL focuses on recruiting, training, and supporting families who are interested in fostering or adopting a child.  DCFS screens families to make certain they are an appropriate family to serve children in foster care.  The CALL is operating in 23 counties across the state.  
Discussion on September 11, 2012 meeting agenda topics
· How to strengthen the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997
· Broaden the scope of number of employers to report
· Separate the TANIF, CACD,  DCFS and OCC cuts as it relates to child welfare
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
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