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State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/21/97
81st General Assembly A B I I I
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL

By: Representative Lancaster

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT AN OWNER OF A DOG SHALL BE
RESPONSI BLE FOR DAMAGES TO CHI LDREN WHO ARE | NJURED OR
KI LLED BY THE DOG WHI LE I T I'S RUNNI NG AT LARGE; TO
AUTHORI ZE COUNTY SHERI FF'S OFFI CERS AND MUNI Cl PAL POLI CE TO
DESTROY ANY DOG THAT HAS | NJURED OR KILLED A CHI LD OR
OTHER PERSON WHI LE RUNNI NG AT LARGE; AND FOR OTHER
PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“TO PROVI DE THAT AN OMNER OF A DOG SHALL
BE RESPONSI BLE FOR DAMAGES TO CHI LDREN
I NJURED OR KI LLED BY THE DOG WHILE IT IS
RUNNI NG AT LARGE. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

1051

SECTION 1. (a) As used in this act:
(1) "cChild" neans any person under the age of eighteen (18)
years;
(2) "Dog" neans all menbers of the canine famly
(3) "Owner" neans any person having ownership or personal rights
in a dog or any person who keeps, has in his care, or acts as custodian for a
dog or any person who knowi ngly permts a dog to renmain on any prem ses owned

or occupied by him

(4) "Premi ses" means real property;

(5) "Running at large" neans off the prem ses of the owner and

unsecured by a | eash or other restraint.

(b) Any owner of a dog shall be liable for damages to any child injured

or killed by the dog while it is running at large and for all nedical expenses
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As Engrossed: H2/21/97 HB 1051
resulting frominjury to the child.

(c) Any child who shall sustain injury or loss of life by any dog while
it is running at large shall have a right of action against the owner.

(d) Subject to the provisions of & 20-19-307 and 20-19-308, an officer
of the county sheriff's office or a municipal police departnment shall i nmpound,
at the owner's expense, any dog that has injured or killed a child or other

person while the dog is running at large and is authorized to inmediately
destroy the dog if the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that capture

for purposes of inmpoundnent poses too great a danger to the capturing officer

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.
SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Rep. Lancaster
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