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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A BIII
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1477

By: Representative Malone
For An Act To Be Entitled
"THE ARKANSAS PRI VATE COLLEGQ ATE LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT"
Subtitle
"THE ARKANSAS PRI VATE COLLEG ATE LAW
ENFORCEMENT ACT"

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as The Arkansas

Private Coll egi ate Law Enforcenment Act.

SECTION 2. As used in this act:

(1) "Canpus" nmeans the real property, buildings, and other inprovenents

within this state owned, |eased, rented, or controlled by a private

i nstitution of higher education.

(2) "Canpus police officer" means an individual holding a conm ssion

from and enployed by a private institution of higher education pursuant to

this act.

(3) "Certification" neans certification by the Conmm ssion on Law

Enf or cement Standards and Training (CLEST) that the person certified neets the

prescri bed m ni num standards for enpl oynent established pursuant to CLEST

rul es and regul ati ons.

(4) "Conmission" nmeans a certificate of appointnment by the governing

board of a private institution of higher education of an individual certified

as a full-tinme canmpus police officer

(5) "Governing board" nmeans the governing body of the private

i nstitution of higher educati on which determ nes managenent policy and has

responsi bility for the general government of the private institution of higher

educati on.
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(6) A "private institution of higher education" means a private coll ege

or university in this state accredited and recogni zed by the North Centra

Associ ati on of Coll eges and Secondary School s.

SECTION 3. (a) Canpus police departnments formed by private

i nstitutions of higher education pursuant to this act shall be deermed to be

public agencies in the State of Arkansas for the |limted purposes of enforcing

the crimnal statutes of Arkansas and maki ng agreenents with |local |aw

enforcenent agencies or political subdivisions of the state pursuant to this

act .

(b) The jurisdiction of canmpus police officers includes the highways,

streets, roads, alleys, easenents, and other public ways i medi ately adjacent

to their canpus and any ot her areas authorized pursuant to an agreenent

authorized by this act. This delineation of jurisdiction, however, shall not

be understood as liniting the conpletion of any necessary enforcenent

activities which began within these jurisdictions and are in conpliance with

an agreenment nmade with the nmunicipality or county sheriff pursuant to such

act. In the absence of this agreenment, only those | aw enforcenent activities

whi ch began on canpus may be conpl eted of f canmpus and such activities nmust be

conpleted in a tinely manner. Such | aw enforcenent activities shall be

coordinated with the |local |aw enforcement agency having jurisdiction in that

of f-campus area. In addition, a canpus police officer shall have the

jurisdiction in other |ocations pursuant to an agreenment authorized by this

act. Such agreenent nmay authorize the chief adnministrative officer of the |aw

enf orcenent agency to request assistance pursuant to the agreenent. Canpus

police officers shall have the sanme powers, liabilities, and imunities as

sheriffs or police officers within their jurisdiction.

(c) As limted by law, the provisions of this section, and the

governi ng board, a canpus police shall have the authority to enforce

(1) state crimnal statutes;

(2) nmunicipal ordinances; and

(3) rules and regul ations of the private institution of higher

education enpl oyi ng the canpus police officer

(d) As limted by law, the provisions of this section, and the

governi ng board, the canpus police departnent shall have the same authority as

a muni ci pal police departnment.
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SECTION 4. (a) Governing boards of private institutions of higher

education are authorized to establish canpus police departments in accordance

with this act. These boards nay enpl oy and appoi nt canpus police officers and

may desi gnate uni forms, badges, and insignia to be worn by such officers and

di spl ayed on vehicles or other equipnent of the departnment. Canpus police

departnments shall use the followi ng words or phrases, alone or in any

conmbi nation, in conjunction with the uniform badges, insignia, or in vehicles

utilized by these departments: university police, university public safety

department, canpus police departnment, canpus public safety officer, or any

standardi zed title such as director, major, captain, |lieutenant, sergeant, or

corporal, or patrol officer. Upon appointnment, each such officer shall be

given a witten conmrission, with a photo identification which must be carried

while on duty, evidencing the officer s appointnment and authority. The form

of this comr ssion shall be prescribed by the governing boards. Persons

enpl oyed by a governing board whi ch has established a canpus police departnent

but who are not campus police officers shall not be pernitted to wear

uni fornms, badges, or insignhia specified in this subsection or receive

comi ssi ons or photo identification of the type provided canpus police

officers.

(b) The | aw enforcement conmi ssion of a canmpus police officer nmay be

suspended or revoked by the executive head of the institution s police

department for any reason. CLEST may revoke or suspend certification for

cause related to the canmpus police officer s inability to exercise the powers

of such certification in the interest of public safety upon conviction of the

canmpus police officer for any felonies such as |arceny, theft, enbezzl enent,

fal se pretense, fraud, any non-consensual sex offense, any offense involving a

mnor as a victim any offense involving the possession, use, distribution or

sales of a controlled substance, or any offense involving a firearmand for a

crinme involving noral turpitude. The certification of a canpus police officer

no | onger enployed by the governing board, except an officer who is retiring,

shall be relinquished to CLEST or its representative at the tinme of cessation

of said enploynment. Wien a certification or conmission is revoked or

relinqui shed, the campus police departnent shall take possession of all canpus

police officer insignia, badges, identification cards, and weapons issued to

the officer. A person who fails to relinquish the insignia, badges,
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i dentification cards, or weapons upon cessation of enploynent shall be deened

guilty of a Class A m sdeneanor.

(c) The canpus police departnment head shall notify CLEST when an

officer is conmm ssioned or a comr ssion is relinquished or revoked. The

department head shall provide CLEST with all information regarding officers_

requests by CLEST.

(d) A canpus police officer enployed pursuant to the Arkansas Private

Col | egi ate Law Enforcenent Act shall not be able to participate in either the

Arkansas Police Pension and Retirenment System or the Arkansas Enforcenent

Retirenment System unless otherwise entitled to by |aw.

SECTION 5. Nothing in this act shall be construed as prohibiting

governi ng boards from

(1) Enploying personnel |icensed pursuant to the Private |lnvestigators

and Private Security Agencies Act, Arkansas Code Annotated § 17-40-101 et

seq. ;

(2) Contracting with municipalities to authorize their |ocal municipa

police departnent, or with sheriffs departments, or with individual certified

police officers to provide security services;

(3) Providing courtesy patrols, watchnen, traffic control personnel, or

ot her persons for the perfornmance of safety or security duties for which such

personnel are trained.

SECTION 6. Municipalities and counti es having overl appi ng or concurrent

jurisdiction with a canpus police departnment may enter into agreenments with

the canpus police departnments recogni zing jurisdictional boundaries and

provi ding for nmutual assistance. Any such agreenments shall be executed by the

Executive Head or their designate of the private institution of higher

education and the Executive Heads of the nunicipal or county |aw enforcenent

agencies. This act shall not serve to prevent other |aw enforcenent agencies

from having concurrent or overlapping jurisdiction. Nothing in this act or

any action pursuant to this act shall be deenmed to create an agent-principa

rel ati onshi p between any canpus police officer and any nunicipality or county.

SECTION 7. Crinminal fines, penalties, fees, or penalty assessnents

i mposed by a nunicipal or circuit court pursuant to state |law or nunicipa
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ordi nance as the result of an arrest or a citation issued by a canpus police

of fi cer appointed pursuant to this act shall be collected and distributed as

required by | aw.

SECTI ON 8. The prosecuting attorney of the district where the unl awf ul

conduct is alleged to have taken place shall have authority to prosecute such

of fense upon conpl ai nt being signed by a canpus police officer appointed

pursuant to this act. Any municipal ordinance offense shall be prosecuted in

muni ci pal court.

SECTION 9. A canpus police departnment or any officer thereof enforcing

state law or mnunici pal ordi nance as authorized by this act shall not be deened

to be acting under the authority of any political subdivision of the state.

SECTION 10. All provisions of this act of a general and pernmnent
nature are anmendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas

Code Revi sion Conmission shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 11. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 12. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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