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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/5/97 S3/19/97 S4/3/97 S4/4/97 S4/4/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1537

By: Representatives Molinaro, Bryant, Dietz, Faris, Flanagin, Ingram, Lynn, Rodgers, Stalnaker, Wallis, Willems, and Wren

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO REQUI RE MOTORBOAT OF MORE THAN FI FTY HORSEPOVER

OR A PERSONAL WATERCRAFT TO HAVE LI ABI LI TY | NSURANCE; AND
FOR OTHER PURPGCSES. "

Subtitle
"TO REQUI RE A MOTORBOAT OF MORE THAN

FI FTY HORSEPOAER OR A PERSONAL
WATERCRAFT TO HAVE LI ABI LI TY | NSURANCE"

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. (a)(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a

not orboat of nore than fifty horsepower (50 HP) or a personal watercraft

unl ess the notorboat or the personal watercraft is covered by a liability

i nsurance policy issued by an insurance conpany authorized to do business in

this state.

(2) Failure to present proof of liability insurance coverage when

requested by a | aw enforcenent officer creates a rebuttable presunption that

the notorboat or the personal watercraft is uninsured.

(b) The policy shall provide, as a minimum fifty thousand dollars

($50,000) of liability coverage per occurrence.

SECTION 2. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section

any person who operates a notorboat of nore than fifty horsepower (50 HP) or a

personal watercraft within this state in violation of this act shall be

subject to a mandatory fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor nore
than two hundred fifty dollars ($250).
(b) (1) Any person who operates a notorboat of nmore than fifty
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As Engrossed: H3/5/97 S3/19/97 S4/3/97 SAIAI97 SA4/4197 HB 1537

hor sepower (50 HP) or a personal watercraft in violation of this act shall be

fined not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor nore than five

hundred dollars ($500) for the second offense, and the mininumfine shall be

mandat ory.

(2) Any person who operates a notorboat of nore than fifty

hor sepower (50 HP) or a personal watercraft in violation of this act shall be

fined not less than five hundred dollars ($500) nor nore than one thousand

dollars ($1,000) or sentenced to one (1) year in jail, or both, for the third

of fense.

(3) Upon a showing that liability coverage required by this act

was in effect at the tine of arrest, the judge may disniss the charge inposed

under this act, and the penalties shall not be inposed.

(c) Al fines collected under this act shall be deposited as speci al

revenues in the State Treasury and credited to the Boating Safety Account to

be used by the Arkansas State Gane and Fi sh Conm ssion for the purpose of

establishing, maintaining, and operating a program of boater training and

boater safety throughout the state.

SECTI ON 3. Commerci al notorboat and personal watercraft rental

operations shall be required to provide liability insurance in the anpunt of

at least fifty thousand dollars ($50,000), including property damage coverage,

for notorboats with nore than fifty horsepower (50 HP) or for persona

watercrafts rented fromthe comrercial rental operations, unless the person

who rents the notorboat or personal watercraft fromthe conmercial operation

provi des proof of sufficient liability insurance coverage to operate a

not or boat or personal watercraft.

SECTI ON 4. When the operator of any notorboat of nore than fifty

hor sepower (50 HP) or the operator of any personal watercraft is involved in

an accident on the waters of this state and the vessel is found not to be

insured as required by this act, the owner of the nptorboat or persona

wat ercraft shall be deened guilty of a Cass A m sdeneanor.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 27-101-304 is anended to read as
foll ows:

"27-101-304. Filing of application - Issuance of certificate.
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As Engrossed: H3/5/97 S3/19/97 S4/3/97 S4/4/97 S4/4/97 HB 1537
(a) The owner of each notorboat for which nunmbering is required by this
state shall file an application for a nunmber within twenty (20) working days
after the date of purchase with the Director of the Department of Finance and
Adm ni stration on forms approved by the Arkansas State Gane and Fi sh
Conmi ssi on.
(b) The application shall be signed by the owner of the notorboat and

shal | be acconpanied by a fee as provided in ¢ 27-101-306 and by proof that

the nmotorboat, if it is equipped with nore than fifty horsepower (50 HP) or is

a personal watercraft, is covered by a liability insurance policy issued by an

i nsurance conpany authorized to do business in this state.

(c) Upon receipt of the application in approved form acconpani ed by

proof that the notorboat has been duly assessed or listed for assessment and,

if it is equipped with nore than fifty horsepower (50HP) or is a persona

watercraft, is covered by a liability insurance policy issued by an insurance

conpany authorized to do business in this state, the Director of the

Depart ment of Finance and Adm nistration shall enter the application upon the
records of his office and issue to the applicant a certificate of nunber
stating the nunber awarded to the notorboat and the name and address of the
owner .

(d) The certificate of number shall be issued in triplicate, with the
original copy to be furnished the owner of the notorboat. The duplicate shal
be retained as a record by the Director of the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration. The triplicate copy shall be furnished to the Arkansas State
Garme and Fish Conmission to be retained for a period of five (5) years. In the
event that an agency of the United States Governnment shall have in force in
the United States an over-all system of identification nunmbering for boats
covered by this chapter, then the nunbering systemrequired by this subchapter
and the Arkansas State Ganme and Fish Comni ssion shall be in conformty
therewi th.

(e) The certificate of nunber shall be pocket-size and shall be
available at all tinmes for inspection on the notorboat for which issued,

whenever the nmotorboat is in operation.™

SECTION 6. Subsection (g) of Arkansas Code ¢ 27-101-306, regarding the
renewal of certificates of nunbers for nmotorboats; is anmended to read as

foll ows:
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As Engrossed: H3/5/97 S3/19/97 S4/3/97 S4/4/97 S4/4/97 HB 1537
"(g) Certificates of nunber may be renewed by the owner in the sane
manner provided in this section for initially securing the certificate and

upon paynment of the fee as set forth in this section, except the certificate

of a notorboat, if it equipped with nore than fifty horsepower (50 HP) or is a

personal watercraft, shall not be renewed unless proof is presented that it is

covered by a liability insurance policy issued by an insurance conpany

aut horized to do business in this state."

SECTION 7. All provisions of this act of a general and pernanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 8. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 9. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Rep. Molinaro et al
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