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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1739

By: Representative Booker

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND THE THEFT OF SERVI CES STATUTE TO | NCREASE
FROM TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200) TO FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS
($500) THE VALUE OF PROPERTY WHI CH W LL RESULT I N FELONY
PUNI SHVENT; TO AMEND THE THEFT OF PROPERTY M SLAID OR
DELI VERED BY M STAKE STATUTE TO | NCREASE FROM ONE HUNDRED
DOLLARS ($100) TO FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500) THE M NI MUM
VALUE OF PROPERTY NECESSARY TO MAKE THE CRI ME PUNI SHABLE
AS A CLASS B M SDEMEANOR; AND FOR OTHER PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“AN ACT TO AMEND THE THEFT OF SERVI CES
STATUTE TO | NCREASE THE VALUE OF
PROPERTY WHI CH W LL RESULT | N FELONY
PUNI SHVENT; TO AMEND THE THEFT OF
PROPERTY M SLAI D OR DELI VERED BY M STAKE
STATUTE. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 5-36-104(c)(2) is anended to read as foll ows:
"(2) Theft of services is a Class C felony if:
(A) The value of the services is |less than two thousand five

hundred dol l ars ($2,500) but nore than two-hundred dollars ($200) five hundred
dollars ($500); or

(B) The services are obtained by threat."

SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code 5-36-105(b)(2) is anended to read as foll ows:

"(2) Theft of property lost, mislaid, or delivered by nistake is a
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HB 1739
Cl ass B mi sdemeanor if:
(A) The value of the property is |less than one thousand dollars

($1,000) but nore than onehundred dollars ($100) five hundred dollars ($500);

or

(B) The property is a credit card."

SECTION 3. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 6. EMERGENCY. It is found and determi ned by the Cenera

Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that the nonetary threshold for a Class C

felony theft of services and a Class B ni sdeneanor theft of property, |ost,

m sl aid, or delivered by nmistake is over twenty (20) years old and needs to be

i ncreased to reflect todays circunstances; that this act increases that

threshold to a nore reasonabl e amount; that until this act is passed the

possi bl e puni shnent for the crinmes is unreasonable; and that this act should

therefore be given effect as soon as possible. Therefore an energency is

declared to exist and this act being i mediately necessary for the

preservation of the public peace, health and safety shall beconme effective on

the date of its approval by the Governor. |If the bill is neither approved nor

vetoed by the Governor, it shall becone effective on the expiration of the

period of time during which the Governor may veto the bill. |If the bill is

vetoed by the Governor and the veto is overridden, it shall becone effective

on the date the | ast house overrides the veto.
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