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State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly

Regular Session, 1997

By: Representatives Capps, Cunningham, Flanagin, and Beatty

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
TO PROVI DE FOR AN EXTENSI ON OF THE REGULAR SESSI ON OF THE
81ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY UNTI L JANUARY 24, 1998; TO PROVI DE
THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL RECESS AT THE CLOSE OF
BUSI NESS ON APRIL 4, 1997, TO RECONVENE FOR LI M TED
PURPCSES ON MAY 2, 1997, UNLESS THE SPEAKER AND PRESI DENT
PRO TEMPORE DETERM NE THAT A MEETI NG FOR THE LI M TED
PURPCOSES ON MAY 2 IS NOT NECESSARY; TO PROVI DE THAT UPON
COVPLETI ON OF THE LI M TED BUSI NESS AT THE MAY 2 MEETI NG OR
UPON A FI NDI NG BY THE SPEAKER AND PRESI DENT PRO TEMPORE
THAT SUCH MEETI NG | S UNNECESSARY, THE 81ST GENERAL
ASSEMBLY W LL STAND I N RECESS TO RECONVENE AT ANY TI ME
BEFORE JANUARY 24, 1998, ON CALL OF THE SPEAKER AND
PRESI DENT PRO TEMPORE OR UPON ADDRESS OF A MAJORITY OF THE
MEMBERS OF EACH HOUSE, TO CONSI DER SPECI FI ED MATTERS.

Subtitle
TO EXTEND THE REGULAR SESSI ON OF THE
81ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO JANUARY 24,
1998, TO PROVI DE THAT THE 81ST GENERAL
ASSEMBLY W LL STAND | N RECESS AT THE
CLOSE OF BUSI NESS ON APRIL 4, 1997.

WHEREAS, SCR 30 extends the regul ar session of the Eighty-Fi
Assenbly until 12:00 noon May 2, 1997, provides that the Ei ghty-Fi

Assenbly shall enter into recess at the close of business on Apri
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rst General
rst General

4, 1997,

provi des that the Speaker of the House and President Pro Tenpore of the Senate

may reconvene the CGeneral Assenbly to consider executive vetoes, correct

errors and oversights at any time before 12: 00 noon, May 2, or may adjourn the

Gener al

Assenbly at any tine before that date if they deternmine it

i's not
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necessary to reconvene, and further provides that if the General Assenbly is
not reconvened before 12:00 noon, May 2, 1997, the regular session of the
Ei ghty-First General Assenbly is adjourned sine die on that date; and

WHEREAS, it is now apparent that the General Assenbly cannot by My 2
conmpl ete the business pending before it including but not limted to the
| egi sl ation necessary to accommopdate and conply with the federal |aws which
were recently enacted to shift a major portion of the responsibility for
adm ni stering and fundi ng public assistance prograns fromthe U S. Governnent
to state governments and | egislation relating to the new system of vocationa
techni cal schools, the funding of public schools, the inplenentation and
organi zati on of the successors to the Legislative Council and the Bureau of
Legi sl ative Research and other matters hereinafter specifically enunerated;
and

WHEREAS, it appears that considerable input and deliberation by the
Ceneral Assembly will be necessary to enable the General Assenbly to act
responsibly in enacting legislation to conply with and acconmpdate the
requi renments of the federal |aws which shifted responsibility for public
assi stance prograns to the State and relating to the other issues enunerated
above; and

WHEREAS, various agencies and comittees have or will be charged with
the responsibility to nonitor and eval uate the effectiveness and efficiency of
vari ous prograns and policies established to inmprove the respective public
assi stance prograns and to review public school fundings and other issues and
the General Assenbly must have adequate opportunity to review the findings and
recommendati ons of those agencies and conmittees; and

WHEREAS, it is apparent that the various public assistance prograns
i ncluding the Support Services and Extended Support Services, Transitiona
Enpl oynent Assi stance, Medical Assistance, Child Care and Early Chil dhood
Educati on and others, and the procedures for inplenenting the progranms, wl
need to be revised after several nonths of nmonitoring and eval uati ng those
prograns; and

WHEREAS, it appears that additional programs may be necessary to
accomodat e the shift of responsibility for public assistance prograns from
the federal to state governnent, and additional |egislation may be necessary

to assure the efficient and effective operation of these progranms, to assure
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proper funding for public schools, vocational education and other matters
enuner at ed above; and

VWHEREAS, the State of Arkansas has been unable to make substanti al
progress in developing skills training in our vocational education system and

WHEREAS, the CGeneral Assenbly recently enacted | egislation creating a
new Board of Vocational Education and a new conmm ssion to study work force
devel opnent and directed the comrission to report its findings and
recommendati ons by Decenber 1, 1997; and

VWHEREAS, the new Board of Vocational Education will have reconmendations
and proposed sol utions concerning the many problens of vocational education in
the State; and

WHEREAS, over the next several nonths, a study will be made of the
Depart nent of Human Services and of the feasibility of reorganizing the
Department and the findings and recomrendati ons resulting fromthat study need
to be reviewed and acted upon by the General Assenbly prior to the next
regul ar session of the General Assenbly; and

WHEREAS, the proper inplenentation of the |egislation which provided for
reorgani zation of legislative staff and for the commttees established to
succeed to the duties of the former Legislative Council cannot be acconplished
before the recess on April 4; and

WHEREAS, it would appear to be in the best interest of the State that
the regul ar session of the 81st General Assenmbly be extended until January 24,
1998, and that the General Assenbly recess until the new wel fare prograns and
procedures can be initiated, nonitored and eval uated and the General Assenbly
can have the benefit of the experience in the operation of the progranms as
wel |l as the evaluations and recomendati ons of the agencies and committees
adm ni stering and nonitoring the progranms, and of decisions in school funding
cases currently pending in various courts, in order that the General Assenbly
can act responsibly in revising existing prograns and in establishing new
progranms in the area of public assistance and in addressing funding for public

schools and to resolve the other issues recited above,
NOW THEREFORE,

BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE ElI GHTY- FI RST GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG THEREI N
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SECTION 1. The regul ar session of the Eighty-First General Assenbly is
hereby extended until January 24, 1998.

SECTION 2. The Eighty-First CGeneral Assenbly shall recess at the close
of business on April 4, 1997.

SECTION 3. The Eighty-First CGeneral Assenbly shall reconvene at 12:00
noon on May 2, 1997, for the follow ng purposes:

(a) To review and take appropriate action on bills or parts of bills
di sapproved by the Governor

(b) To correct errors going to the validity of bills passed prior to
the recess;

(c) To take appropriate action on fiscal matters including but not
limted to appropriation bills, revenue bills, revenue classification and
revenue all ocation.

Provided, if the Speaker of the House and the President Pro Tenpore of
the Senate by joint proclanmation declare that none of the matters enunerated
above require the attention of the General Assenbly, the General Assenbly
shall not convene on May 2, 1997.

SECTION 4. |If the Speaker of the House and the President Pro Tenpore of
the Senate determ ne that none of the matters enunerated in Section 3 need
attention of the General Assenbly on May 2, or if the General Assenbly
convenes on May 2, then upon conpletion of the business enunerated in Section
3, the General Assenbly shall stand in recess, to reconvene at any tinme before
January 24, 1998, on call of the Speaker and President Pro Tem or upon address
of a mpjority of the nmenbers of each house for the follow ng purposes:

(a) To receive and review reports fromthe various agencies, comittees
and ot her bodies charged with the responsibility to initiate, adm nister
moni t or and eval uate the new and revised public assistance prograns and
procedures and the | aws establishing such prograns and procedures, concerning
the success of the prograns and procedures and concerning any reconmended
changes in existing prograns and procedures and any recomrendations rel ating

to the establishnment of new progranms or procedures to assure that the States
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wel fare reform programis achieving the goals intended.

(b) To develop and enact such |laws as the CGeneral Assenbly deens
appropriate in the area of welfare reform whether necessary to acconmodate
federal |aws designed to shift responsibility for public assistance prograns
to the states, or necessary or desirable to assure that the States welfare
reform prograns will acconplish the purposes and achi eve the goal s intended,
i ncluding but not limted to consideration of House Bill 1730.

(c) To review the findings and reconmendations resulting fromthe study
of the Department of Human Services and the reorgani zati on of the Departnent
and to consider and enact legislation to carry out all or a part of those
fi ndi ngs and recomendati ons, including but not linmted to consideration of
House Bill 2193.

(d) To enact legislation to address funding for the public schools,

i ncluding but not limted to consideration of House Bills 2058 and 2284.

(e) To consider and enact appropriate legislation relating to
vocati onal education, work force devel opment, school to work funding, and
ot her necessary and desirable | egislation concerning vocational education
i ncluding but not limted to Senate Bill 432 and Senate Bill 623 which are
currently pending before the Ei ghty-First General Assenbly.

(f) To enact legislation and take other appropriate steps to inplenent
any changes previously made in |egislative conmittee organi zati on and
| egi sl ative staffing.

(g) To take appropriate action on fiscal matters including but not
limted to appropriation bills, revenue bills, revenue classification and

revenue all ocation.
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