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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S2/25/97 S3/17/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 367

By: Senator Smith

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO PROVIDE CIVIL | MMUNI TY FOR ATTORNEYS,
PHYSI CI ANS, AND NON- PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS PROVI DI NG OR
SPONSORI NG VOLUNTEER MEDI CAL OR LEGAL SERVI CES ARI SI NG OUT
OF A DECLARED STATE OF EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO ESTABLI SH | MMUNI TY FOR ATTORNEYS,
PHYSI CI ANS, AND NON- PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS
PROVI DI NG SERVI CES ARI SI NG OUT OF A
DECLARED STATE OF EMERGENCY. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. (a) Any person licensed to practice |aw, nedicine, or

nursi ng who, in good faith and in conjunction with a non-profit organization

renders legal, nedical, or nursing services arising out of a state of

energency declared by the Governor or federally declared in the state of

Arkansas to a victimor victins of such state of energency wi thout the

expectation and recei pt of conpensation shall not be liable for any civi

damages as a result of any act or om ssion by such person in rendering such

legal, nedical, or nursing services to the victim except for gross negligence

or willful and wanton m sconduct.

(b) No non-profit organi zati on which requests, sponsors, or

participates in the provision of |egal, nmedical, or nursing services under the

ci rcunst ances provided in subsection (a) of this section shall be |liable for

any civil damages as a result of any act or omission in the rendering of such

| egal , nmedical, or nursing services.
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As Engrossed: S2/25/97 S3/17/97 SB 367
SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 5. EMERGENCY. It is found and determ ned by the Cenera

Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that, in |ight of the vast devastation

caused by the recent tornadoes which crossed the state of Arkansas, many

Arkansas citizens are in urgent need of |egal and nedical assistance and nmany

| egal and nedical professionals stand ready, willing, and able to assist these

citizens free of charge, and to offer sonme imMmunity to these professionals

wi Il enhance their ability to render this assistance. Therefore an energency

is declared to exist and this act being i medi ately necessary for the

preservation of the public peace, health and safety shall beconme effective on

the date of its approval by the Governor. |If the bill is neither approved nor

vetoed by the Governor, it shall becone effective on the expiration of the

period of time during which the Governor may veto the bill. |If the bill is

vetoed by the Governor and the veto is overridden, it shall becone effective

on the date the | ast house overrides the veto.

/s/Snmith
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