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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S3/19/97 S3/20/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL

By: Senator Hopkins

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE TI TLE 6, CHAPTER 43,
SUBCHAPTER 1 TO PROVI DE SELECTI ON CRI TERI A FOR FUTURE
APPO NTEES TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE ARKANSAS SCHOOL
FOR THE BLI ND AND THE ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF; TO
ENCOURAGE PUBLI C PARTI Cl PATI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR BOARD
TRAI NI NG AND FOR OTHER PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“AN ACT TO PROVI DE SELECTI ON CRI TERI A
FOR FUTURE APPOI NTEES TO THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE
BLI ND AND THE ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE
DEAF; TO ENCOURAGE PUBLI C PARTI Cl PATI ON;
TO PROVI DE FOR BOARD TRAI NI NG. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Purpose. (a) It is found and determ ned by the Cenera

627

Assenbly that the various |laws of this state providing for the appoi nt ment of

the nmenbers of boards and conmm ssions nornally establish selection criteria

that reflect the needs of the particular board or comm ssion. Although the

Board of Trustees of the Arkansas School for the Blind and the Arkansas Schoo

for the Deaf have served this state well in the past, there is no sel ection

criteria for all but one (1) position. Therefore it is the purpose of this

act to ensure appropriate representation on the board in the future by

establishing selection criteria for future appointees to the board.

(b) It is also the purpose of this act to provide for training which
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As Engrossed: S3/19/97 S3/20/97 SB 627

will assist board nenbers and to provide ways to increase public

partici pation.

SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code 6-43-101, concerning the Board of Trustees of
the Arkansas School for the Blind and the Arkansas School for the Deaf, is

"(j)(1) In addition to all other requirenments of this section

(A) One (1) nmenber of the board shall be a person who is

legally blind,

(B) Appointnments shall be nmade so that no more than two (2)

menbers of the board shall reside in the same congressional district; and

(C The racial make-up of the board should reflect the

raci al popul ation of the schools as accurately as possible. =

(2) The provisions of this subsection (j) shall apply to board

positions expiring after July 1, 1997.

(k) The parents and guardi ans of deaf students shall annually elect a
representative fromtheir menbership and the parents and guardi ans of blind
students shall annually elect a representative fromtheir nenbership. The two
(2) representatives shall be entitled to attend and participate in al
nmeeti ngs of the board and shall be afforded the same privil eges as a nmenber of

the board but shall not be entitled to vote.=

SECTI ON 3. Arkansas Code 6-43-101, concerning the Board of Trustees of
t he Arkansas School for the Blind and the Arkansas School for the Deaf, is
amended to read as follows:

d(g) The board of trustees shall nmeet at |least nonthly and shall fix a

regul ar date for the nmonthly neeting. Board neetings shall be held at

ti mes convenient for the public to attend. The board shoul d consi der evening

or Saturday neetings. The board shall provide time during each neeting for the

public to address the board."

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 43, Subchapter 1 is anended
to add a new section to read as foll ows:

¥6- 43-115. Training and instruction - Rei mbursenent.

(a)(1) Al nmenmbers of the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas School for

the Blind and the Arkansas School for the Deaf should receive a mnimum of six

(6) hours of training and instruction in the school laws of this state and in
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As Engrossed: S3/19/97 S3/20/97 SB 627

the | aws governing the powers, duties, and responsibilities of the board.

(2) The instruction shall be sponsored by the Departnent of

Education in cooperation with the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas School for

the Blind and the Arkansas School for the Deaf. All or a part of the

i nstruction may be provided in conjunction with the instruction required for
school board nmenbers under Arkansas Code 6-13-629.
(b) The Board of Trustees of the Arkansas School for the Blind and the

Arkansas School for the Deaf is authorized to pay necessary expenses and to

rei mhurse board nmenmbers for expenses incurred in attending in-service

wor kshops, conferences, and other courses of training and instruction

necessary to conplete the training and instruction provided for by this

section. Expense reinbursenent shall be made in accordance with 25-16-901 et

seq.

SECTION 5. EMERGENCY. It is found and determ ned by the Cenera

Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that only one position on the Board of

Trustees of the Arkansas School for the Blind and the Arkansas School for the

Deaf has any selection criteria for appointnment; that in order to ensure that

the future board continues to adequately serve the two institutions under its

supervision, this act is inmediately necessary to establish selection criteria

for future appointees to the board; and that this act provides ways to

i ncrease public participation in neetings of the board that are inmediately

necessary to nmintain and enhance the reputation of the board with the genera

public. Therefore, an energency is declared to exist and this act being

i medi ately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and

safety shall becone effective on the date of its approval by the Governor. |If

the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor, it shall becone

effective on the expiration of the period of tine during which the Governor

may veto the bill. If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is

overridden, it shall becone effective on the date the | ast house overrides the

vet o.

/ s/ Hopki ns
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