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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A BI II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 703

By: Senator Jeffries

For An Act To Be Entitled
"THE PUBLI C EDUCATI ON ACADEM C STANDARDS AND TESTI NG ACT. "

Subtitle
"THE PUBLI C EDUCATI ON ACADEM C STANDARDS
AND TESTI NG ACT. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS
SECTION 1. TITLE.

This act shall be known and may be cited as "The Public Education

Acadeni ¢ Standards and Testing Act of 1997".

SECTI ON 2. DECLARATI ON OF POLI CY.

(a) The General Assenbly acknow edges the inportance of parents in

pl anning for their children's educati on experi ence and seeks to enpower

parents in providing clear information regardi ng expectations for student

achi evenent and testing that will nonitor the progress of that achi evenent in

core academ c subject areas

(b) The General Assenbly further acknow edges the inportant role of

citizens in local communities in providing clear information regarding

achi evenent of students in core academ c subject areas.

(c) The General Assenbly al so acknow edges the inportance of educators

in providing clear information regardi ng achi evenent of students in core

acadeni ¢ subj ect areas.

(d) The General Assenbly recognizes the inportance of an acadenic

bl ueprint to guide | ocal school districts, in which, acadenic standards are

locally deternined, and are clear, concise, and challenging. Toward this end,

the local districts are granted flexibility to choose curricul um and offer
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academ c courses that will nmeet and exceed these standards.

SECTI ON 3. DEFI NI TI ONS.

As used in this act:

(1) "Acadenic blueprint" neans courses of study | eading toward

graduati on and representing conpletion of credit of instruction in specific

acadeni ¢ subject areas. Course credit shall be acknow edged by a locally

el ected school board for graduati on purposes.

(2) "Acadenic standards" nmeans that, for each course aligned in the

acadenic blueprint, a locally elected school board shall design rigorous

standards so that students, teachers, and parents have a cl ear understandi ng

of how to neet those standards.

(3) "Acadenic achi evemrent tests" neans a state eval uati on procedure

that shall use a standardi zed normreferenced achi evenent test based on the

content of the acadenmic blueprint that will clearly show the performance of

students' ability in acadeni c areas.

(4) "Prospectus" means a description of all courses in each of the

defined acadeni c bl ueprint subject areas witten by a |local school board. Al

courses offered that are not aligned to the acadeni c bl ueprint subject areas

nmust be defined with clear |anguage describing the purpose and objectives of

the program Credit will be acknow edged for graduati on purposes in the

acadenic blueprint. All other courses shall be considered el ectives or extra

credit.

SECTI ON 4. ACADEM C BLUEPRI NT.

(a)(1) Al public school students shall be taught the follow ng

acadeni ¢ subj ect areas and successful student conpletion of the planned

courses shall be given credit by nmeeting the academ ¢ standards that are

desi gned by the | ocal school boards: English, reading, spelling, gramar,

writing, mathematics, social studies (to include United States and Arkansas

hi story and geography), health, nusic, art, foreign | anguages, and science.

(2) Credit shall be given by teachers who performthe duties of

teachi ng the planned courses of the subject areas in the acadenic bl ueprint.

(3) Exceptions shall be granted to children in special education

who have an | ndividualized Educati on Plan (I EP).

(b) The academic blueprint shall be used as criteria that a | ocal
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school board will use in a witten prospectus that shall be required to

identify all planned courses that are offered in each subject area, with an

accurate description of each course so that it will be possible for parents to

deci de which course will contribute to the potential of their child for future

educati onal /vocati onal decisions and graduati on

(c) The prospectus shall be filed with the | ocal school district and

shall be nmade available to every parent of children in the district.

(d) Twenty-one (21) units of credit for grades nine (9) through twelve

(12) shall be required for graduation and shall be aligned to the acadenic

bl ueprint with academ c standards determ ned by locally el ected school boards.

(e) Locally elected school boards shall issue a diploma to each student

who satisfactorily conpletes the prescribed courses for graduation.

SECTION 5. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 6. |If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 7. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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