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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S3/19/97 S3/20/97
81st General Assembly A BI II
Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 709

By: Senators Bearden and Wilson

For An Act To Be Entitled
"THE MEDI CAL PROVI DER REFERRAL AND DI SCLOSURE ACT OF 1997
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"THE MEDI CAL PROVI DER REFERRAL AND
DI SCLOSURE ACT OF 1997."

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. (a) A hospital, as part of its discharge planning process,

shall provide each patient with conprehensive informati on about the

availability of hone care and hospi ce services, including Medicare and

Medi caid providers, in the area in which the patient resides.

(b) Any hone care, hospice, or other provider who delivers home care or

hospi ce services may request a hospital to list themas an avail abl e post-

hospi tal service

(c) Al nedical providers which make referrals, including hospitals,

physi ci ans, hospices, durabl e nedical equi pment suppliers, pharnacists, and

nursi ng honmes, shall maintain and disclose information to the Department of

Health on the referrals each respective nedical provider makes to ot her

medi cal providers in which the referring medical provider has a direct or

indirect financial interest. The information shall consist of the foll ow ng:

(1) the nature of the referring nmedical provider s financial

relationship to the other nedical provider

(2) the nunber of individuals who were referred to each nedica

provider in which the referring nedical provider has a direct or indirect

financial interest; and

(3) the percentage of such individuals who received services from
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As Engrossed: S3/19/97 S3/20/97 SB 709

the referring nedical provider

SECTION 2. (a) The State Board of Health shall promrmul gate regul ati ons

to inplenent this act.

(b)(1) Any nedical provider subject to this act violating this act

shall be assessed a civil penalty by the State Board of Health. The penalty

shall not exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each violation, and each

day of a continuing violation may be deenmed a separate viol ation for purposes

of penalty assessnments if the violation is knowing, wilful and intentional

(2) Al fines collected under subdivision (b)(1) of this section

shall be deposited in the State Treasury and credited to the Public Health

Fund to be used to defray costs of adnministering this act.

(c) In addition to the civil penalty set forth in subsection (b), any

hospital violating this act may al so be subject to the suspension or

revocation of the hospital s |license.

SECTION 3. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.
SECTION 5. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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