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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/20/97 H3/24/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1230

By: Representatives Wren and Molinaro

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO CREATE PARENTAL LI ABILITY FOR THE CHI LD SUPPORT
OF A DEPENDENT | N SUBSTI TUTE CARE AND FOR A DEPENDENT
PERSONS CHI LD OR CHI LDREN; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO CREATE PARENTAL LI ABILITY FOR THE
CHI LD SUPPORT OF A DEPENDENT I N
SUBSTI TUTE CARE AND FOR A DEPENDENT
PERSONS CHI LD OR CHI LDREN"

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. (a) The spouse and parents of any dependent person who is

unable to maintain hinself or herself shall maintain the dependent person, so

far as able, in accordance with the court order

(b) The parents of a dependent person shall maintain a child of the

dependent person, so far as the parent is able and to the extent that the

dependent person is unable to do so. The parents of a dependent person who is

under the age of eighteen (18) and are responsi bl e for nmintenance of that

child only if the paternity of the child has been deternined to be that of the

dependent person. However, the parents of a dependent person shall not be

responsi bl e for the mai ntenance of the child of the dependent person after the

dependent person. However, the parents of a dependent person shall not be

responsi bl e for the mai ntenance of the child of the dependent person after the

dependent person reaches the age of eighteen (18) years. The requirenents

under this act shall apply regardl ess of whether a court has ordered

mai nt enance by the parent of the dependent person or established a | evel of

mai nt enance by the parent of the dependent person.
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As Engrossed: H3/20/97 H3/24/97 HB 1230

SECTION 2. (a)(1) Upon failure of a parent to provi de mai ntenance for

a dependent person, the Ofice of Child Support Enforcement nmay apply to the

chancery court for the county in which the dependent person lives for an order

to conpel the nmmintenance. The Ofice of Child Support Enforcement may

initiate an action to obtain maintenance of the dependent person by the

dependent person's parent regardl ess of whether the dependent person receives

publ i c assi stance.

(2) Upon failure of a parent to provide maintenance for a child

of a dependent person, the Ofice of Child Support Enforcement may apply to

the chancery court for the county in which the child of the dependent person

lives for an order to conpel the mai ntenance. The Ofice of Child Support

Enforcement may initiate an action to obtain nmaintenance of the child of a

dependent person by the dependent person's parent regardl ess of whether the

dependent person's child receives public assistance.

(b) Upon failure of a parent to provide mai ntenance for a dependent

person or a child of a dependent person, another parent who is or may be

required to provide maintenance under this act may apply to the chancery court

for the county in which the dependent person lives or in which the child of

the dependent person lives for an order to conpel maintenance.

SECTION 3. The chancery court shall by order require mintenance of

dependent persons and the child or children of dependent persons fromthe

spouse, parents, or grandparents when applicable, if they have sufficient

ability, considering their own future nmai ntenance and maki ng reasonabl e

al l owmance for the protection of the property and investnments from which they

derive their living and their care and protection in old age, in the foll ow ng

order: first, the husband or wife; second, the father and nother; third, the

grandparents. |If the court is satisfied that any relative is unable wholly to

mai ntai n the dependent person or the child, but is able to contribute to the

dependent persons or the childs support and mmi ntenance, the court may direct

two or nore of the relatives to maintain the dependent person or child and

prescri be the proportion each shall contribute. Contributions directed by

court order, if for less than full support, shall be paid to the Ofice of

Chi |l d Support Enforcenment, and distributed as required by state and federa

law. The term "grandparents” when used in this act nmeans the parents of a
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As Engrossed: H3/20/97 H3/24/97 HB 1230

dependent person who has a child, or the parents of the father and nother of

the child, and who are required to provide mai ntenance for the child of the

dependent as required in Section 1 of this act.

SECTION 4. The parent of a dependent person who nmmintains a child of

t he dependent person may, after the dependent person attains the age of

ei ghteen (18), apply to the chancery court for the county in which the child

resides for an order to conpel restitution by the dependent person of the

anount of maintenance provided to the dependent persons child by that parent.

SECTI ON 5. For purposes of this act, the words "dependent person" nean

any person under the age of eighteen (18) years.

SECTION 6. All provisions of this act of a general and pernanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 7. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 8. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 9. EMERGENCY. It is found and determ ned by the Cenera

Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that it is in the best interests of the

people of the State of Arkansas that child support be collected and enforced

in the nost expedi ent manner for all children of this state and that a snooth

transition fromcurrent requirenents to those of this act requires the

provi si ons becone effective i mediately. Therefore an energency is decl ared

to exist and this act being i nmediately necessary for the preservation of the

public peace, health and safety shall becone effective on the date of its

approval by the Governor. |If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the

Governor, it shall becone effective on the expiration of the period of tine
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veto the bill. If the bill

HB 1230

is vetoed by the

and the veto is overridden, it shall becone effective on the date the

| ast

house overrides the veto.

/ s/ Rep. Wen et al
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