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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/6/97 H2/13/97 H3/21/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1341

By: Representative Cook

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE & 24-4-101(7)(A) TO ALLOW
CERTAI N EMPLOYEES OF THE ARKANSAS SUPREME COURT TO
PARTI Cl PATE | N THE PUBLI C EMPLOYEE RETI REMENT SYSTEM TO
AMVEND ARKANSAS CODE & 24-3-102(5) TO | NCLUDE THE ARKANSAS
CAPI TOL POLI CE OFFI CERS EMPLOYED BY THE ARKANSAS SUPREME
COURT W THI N THE DEFI NI TION OF PUBLI C SAFETY MEMBER; TO
DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; TO MAKE THE ARKANSAS SUPREME COURT
RESPONSI BLE FOR ALL COSTS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
" ALLOW CERTAI N EMPLOYEES OF ARKANSAS
SUPREME COURT TO PARTI Cl PATE | N PUBLI C
EMPLOYEE RETI REMENT SYSTEM | NCLUDE ARK.
CAPI TOL POLI CE OFFI CERS EMPLOYED BY
ARKANSAS SUPREME COURT W THI N DEFI NI TI ON
OF PUBLI C SAFETY MEMBER"

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code © 24-4-101(7)(A) is hereby enacted to add a

new paragraph to read as foll ows:

"(iv) Any person enployed by the Arkansas Suprene Court in the Ofice

of Professional Prograns or the Conmttee on Professional Conduct who has

her et of ore been deni ed coverage under the system due to the fact that the

person was or is paid fromthe Bar Account of the Suprene Court of Arkansas

i nstead of funds appropriated by the public enployer, shall become a nenber of

the systemif in an otherwise eligible position. For the Ofice of

Prof essi onal Prograns or the Conmttee on Professional Conduct to becone
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As Engrossed: H2/6/97 H2/13/97 H3/21/97 HB 1341

participating public enployers in the Arkansas Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent

System approval nmust first be granted by the Arkansas Supreme Court. This

approval shall be irrevocable. Upon approval for participation, an enpl oyee

of these organi zations shall become a mandatory nmenmber of the State Division

of the Arkansas Public Enpl oyees' Retirement System Participation shall not

begin before July 1, 1997. Upon approval for participation, a nenber my

receive credit for service rendered prior to July 1, 1997, subject to the

foll owi ng conditions:

(a) The nenber is a participating enpl oyee covered under the

system at the tinme of the purchase; and

(b) The nenber furnishes proof, in a formrequired by the system

of the service and conpensation received; and

(c) The nenber pays, or causes to be paid, all enployee

contributions at the rate and on the conpensation that woul d have been paid

had he been a nmenber of the systemduring that tinme, all enployer

contributions based on the enployer normal cost fromthe nost recently

conpl eted regul ar annual actuarial valuation and the conpensati on that woul d

have been paid had he been a nenber during that tinme, and regular interest on

the enpl oyee and enpl oyer contributions conmputed fromthe date the service was

rendered to the date the paynent is received by the system The nenber may

purchase all of the service or any portion thereof in nmultiples of one (1)

ear; and

(d) The paynent of funds shall be made in one (1) |lunp sum"

SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code 24-3-102(5) is hereby anended to read as
fol | ows:

"(5) Public safety nmenber neans a nmenber whose covered enpl oynent is
for personal services as a police officer or fire fighter

(A (i) Police officer means any regul ar or permanent enpl oyee

whose primary duty is |aw enforcement of a rmunicipal police departnment, a
county sheriff's office, or the Department of Arkansas State Police, including
probationary police officers, and shall also include wildlife officers of the
Arkansas State Gane and Fi sh Commission and all officers and the Director of
the State Capitol Police within the office of the Secretary of State and al
State Capitol Police officers enployed by the Arkansas Supreme Court.

(ii) The term police officer shall not include any
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As Engrossed: H2/6/97 H2/13/97 H3/21/97 HB 1341
civilian enpl oyee of a police department or any person tenporarily enployed as
a police officer during an energency.

(B) Fire fighter means any regul ar or pernmanent enpl oyee of a
fire departnment whose primary duty is fire fighting, including probationary
fire fighters, but the term fire fighter shall not include any civilian
enpl oyee of a fire departnment or any person tenporarily enployed as a fire

fighter during an energency;"

SECTION 3. The retirenent credits for which the officers of the State

Capitol Police enployed by the Arkansas Suprene Court woul d be eligi ble under

this act shall apply retroactive to the inplenmentation of Act 793 of 1977;

except that eligibility for the retroactive benefits shall be restricted to

enpl oyees who were enpl oyed by the Arkansas Suprene Court on July 1, 1996 and
who retire after July 1, 1997.

SECTION 4. (a) For purposes of deternmining retirenent benefits, al

credited service, whenever earned, or persons enployed as an officer of the

State Capitol Police by the Arkansas Suprene Court on the effective date of

this section, and of persons thereafter enployed in such positions shall be

treated as public safety menber service

(b) The additional cost to the systemof this section shall be the

responsi bility of the Arkansas Suprene Court, and the Court shall pay to the

system any additi onal percent of covered payroll, as conputed by actuari al

deternmination, at the sane time as enpl oyer contributions are paid by |aw for

ot her enpl oyees.

(c) It is the specific intent of this section to provide that the

contributions determnmined by actuarial valuation shall be in addition to those

requi red by 6 24-3-103(c).

SECTION 5. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 6. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect

ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
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As Engrossed: H2/6/97 H2/13/97 H3/21/97 HB 1341
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 7. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 8. Emergency. It is hereby found and determ ned by the Eighty-
First General Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that the O fice of

Prof essi onal Prograns and the Committee on Professional Conduct are agencies

of the Arkansas Suprene Court and are enpl oyees of state governnment and need

to be covered by all public enployee benefit prograns; that the Ofice of

Prof essi onal Prograns and the Committee on Professional Conduct should be

entitled to participate in the Public Enpl oyees Retirement System at the

begi nni ng of the next fiscal year; and that unless this energency clause is

adopted this act might not beconme effective until after the begi nning of the

next fiscal year. Therefore, an energency is hereby declared to exist and this

act being necessary for the i medi ate preservation of the public peace, health

and safety shall be effective fromand after July 1, 1997.

/ s/ Rep. Cook
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