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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 2228

By: Representative Thicksten

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 17-89- 102 PERTAI NI NG TO THE
DEFI NI TI ONS OF OPTHALM C DI SPENSI NG TO AMEND ARKANSAS
CODE 17-89-201 PERTAI NI NG TO THE ARKANSAS BOARD OF
DI SPENSI NG OPTI Cl ANS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 17- 89- 102
PERTAI NI NG TO THE DEFI NI TI ONS OF
OPTHALM C DI SPENSI NG, TO AMEND ARKANSAS
CODE 17-89-201 PERTAI NI NG TO THE
ARKANSAS BOARD OF DI SPENSI NG OPTI Cl ANS;
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 17-89-102 is amended to read as foll ows:

"8 17-89-102. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherw se requires:

(1) Ophthalnmic dispensing neans the preparation of |aboratory work
orders, verification, and dispensing of spectacle |enses, spectacles,
eyegl asses, or parts thereof to the intended wearer on a witten prescription
froma licensed physician skilled in disease of the eye or froma |icensed
optometrist.

(A It shall include:

(i) The neasuring, fitting, adapting, tinting and coating of |enses,

and adjusting of spectacle |enses, spectacles, eyeglasses, or parts thereof to
t he human face;

(ii) The preparation and delivery of work orders to | aboratory
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HB 2228
techni ci ans engaged in grinding | enses and fabrication of eyewear;

(iii) The verification of the quality of finished spectacle |enses,
spectacl es, or eyegl asses; and

(iv) The adjustment or repair of spectacle franes to the human face.

(B) The prescribing, adapting, fitting, duplicating, dispensing,
nmodi fyi ng, selling, or supplying of contact |enses for or to the human eye is
specifically excl uded;

(2) Li censed di spensing optician means any person |licensed by the
Arkansas Board of Dispensing Opticians to engage in ophthal mi ¢ dispensing;

(3) Regi stered di spensing optician neans any person regi stered by the
Arkansas Board of Dispensing Opticians to engage in ophthal mi ¢ di spensing;

(4) Apprentice dispensing optician neans an individual registered with
the Arkansas Board of Dispensing Opticians to work under the supervision of a
licensed or registered dispensing optician, a physician skilled in disease of
the eye, or an optonetrist |licensed by this state;

(5) Supervision neans the direct personal physical provision of
direction and control through personal inspection

(6) Board means the Arkansas Board of Dispensing Opticians; and

(7 Person shall include individuals, partnerships, firns,
corporations, professional corporations, unincorporated associations, or any

of the foregoing."

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code 17-89-201 is anmended to read as foll ows:

"8 17-89-201. Creation - Menbers.

(a) There is created the Arkansas Board of Dispensing Opticians which
shall be responsible for adm nistering the specific duties as set out in this
chapter.

(b) The board shall be conposed of nine{9) seven (7) nenbers appointed
by the Governor for ternms of three (3) years

(1) Three (3) nenbers shall be practicing |licensed or registered
di spensi ng opticians appointed by the Governor froma list of six—-{6) three
(3) names submitted to himby the Arkansas Association of Dispensing
Opticians. One (1) of the three (3) nenbers shall be an enpl oyee of either an
Arkansas |icensed ophthal nol ogi st or optonetri st.

(2) One (1) nenber shall be a nmenber of the Arkansas State Board of
Optonetry.
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4 (3) o2y wmwenbers One (1) nmenber shall be a licensed

ophthalmlogists opht hal nol ogi st appoi nted by the Governor froma list of six
(6) names subnitted by the Ophthal nol ogy Section of the Arkansas Medica

Soci ety.

5> (4) One (1) mermber shall be a consumer.

6} (5) One (1) menber, who shall represent the elderly, shall be sixty
(60) years of age or older, shall not be actively engaged in or retired from
the profession of ophthal m ¢ dispensing, shall be appointed fromthe state at
| arge, subject to confirmation by the Senate, and shall be a full voting
menber but shall not participate in grading exam nations.

(c) The consuner board menmber position and the elderly representative
may not be filled by the same person

(d) No person or enployee of a person who owns or has direct or
i ndirect financial interest or control of a manufacturer of ophthalmnic |enses
whi ch are prescribed, delivered, sold, or dispensed in the State of Arkansas
shal |l serve on the board.

(e)tb)>—Terns shall begin on the first day of the fiscal year and end on
the | ast day of the fiscal year when the term expires.

2y hall i i aibl | 2y gyl
GO-n—S-e-G—H-t—'—V—e—t—e—r—Fm—' -

(f)(1) In the event of a vacancy during a board nenber's term the
Governor shall appoint a person to fill that vacancy.

(2) |If the vacating nmenber was an optician, the Governor shall make his
selection froma list of three (3) nanes submitted by the opticians

associ ati on.

(3) |If the vacating nmenber was an optonetrist, the Governor shall make
his selection froma list of three (3) names subnitted by the president of the
Arkansas State Board of Optonetry.

(4) |If the vacating nmenmber was an opht hal nol ogi st, the Governor shal
make his selection froma list of three (3) names submtted by the
Opht hal nol ogy Section of the Arkansas Medi cal Society.

(g) Board nenbers nmay receive conpensation for services in accordance

wi th conparabl e conpensation paid menbers of other boards of the State of
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Arkansas and shall receive appropriate per diemand travel expenses to the
extent authorized by appropriate State of Arkansas travel regul ations.

(h) Upon the expiration of the terminmediately foll owi ng the passage

of this act of a board nmenmber who is a |licensed optonetrist, the Governor

shall not fill that vacancy.

(i) Upon the expiration of the terminmediately foll owi ng the passage

of this act of a board nenmber who is a |licensed ophthal nol ogi st appoi nt ed

under subdivision 3 of subsection (b), the Governor shall not fill that

vacancy. "

SECTION 3. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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