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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

88th General Assembly A B | I I

Regular Session, 2011 SENATE BILL 740
By: Senator S. Flowers

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO ENHANCE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SCHOOL
DISTRICT PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT PLANS; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO ENHANCE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SCHOOL
DISTRICT PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT PLANS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1704 is amended to read as follows:
6-15-1704. Annual review of parental involvement plans — Monitoring.
(a)

Annually by October 1, every school district shall review and update the

school district’s parental involvement plan and:

(1) £dilte File a copy of the plan with the Department of
Education; and

(2) Place a copy of the plan on the school district’s website.

(b)(1)(A) The department shall:

(i) =review Review each plan; and

(ii) determine Determine whether the plan is in
compliance with provisions of this subchapter; and

(iii) shall indieate Indicate on the school’s
performance report under § 6-15-1402 whether or not the school district is in
compliance with this subchapter.

(B) Periodically on a rotating schedule, the department

shall monitor each school district’s plan to:
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(i) Evaluate whether the school district is

implementing its plan and the implementation’s effectiveness; and

(ii) Assess the areas in which a school district

needs to revise its plan or its implementation of the plan.

(C) The department shall place priority for monitoring

under subdivision (b) (1) (B) of this section on school districts that have

been identified as being in:

(i) School improvement for two (2) consecutive

school years; or

(ii) Academic distress.

(2) If . . . 1 hool di . . .
compltianece—with §§6-15-1701—6-15-1703+ the department—shall send the

hool di c ] 1 1 7 1 of 1 1 a1l 1
schooldistriet an opportunity to—ecorrectany defieieney+- By January 1 of

each year, the department shall provide any recommendations in writing to a

school district:

(A) Concerning areas of noncompliance with §§ 6-15-1701 —

6-15-1703; or

(B) As a result of the department’s monitoring under

(b)) (1) ((B).
(3) The department shall allow the school district an

opportunity to implement the department’s recommendations.

(4) The State Board of Education shall incorporate the

provisions of this subsection into its rules for parental involvement plans.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1703 is amended to read as follows:
6-15-1703. Staff Professional development.

(a) The State Board of Education’s Standards for Accreditation of
Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts shall require:
(1) Nofewerthantwo Two (2) or more hours of professional
development eoppertunitiesfor teachers, whieh may be ineluded—inthe as part

of the annual minimum number of hours of professional development required,

designed to enhance understanding of effective parental involvement
strategies; and

(2) No—fewerthan three Three (3) or more hours of professional
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development eoppeortunities for administratersy whieh may beineluded in the as

part of the annual minimum number of hours of professional development

required, designed to enhance understanding of:

(A) Effective parent involvement strategies; and

(B) The importance of administrative leadership in setting
expectations and creating a climate conducive to parental participation.

(b) The Department of Education shall provide the professional

development required under this section.

(c) Each school district shall provide training at least annually for

volunteers who assist in an instructional program for parents.
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