Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/17/15
90th General Assembly Bi1
Regular Session, 2015 HOUSE BILL 1857

By: Representative Murdock

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO MODIFY THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR
ISOLATED FUNDING AND ISOLATED SPECIAL NEEDS FUNDING,
INCLUDING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THOSE FUNDS; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO MODIFY THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR
ISOLATED FUNDING AND ISOLATED SPECIAL
NEEDS FUNDING, INCLUDING THE DISTRIBUTION
OF THOSE FUNDS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-20-601(c), concerning the qualifications
for receiving isolated funding, is repealed.
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SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-20-603(b) and (c), concerning continued
support of isolated school districts, are amended to read as follows:
(b) Each school yeary the:

(1) Department of Education shall verify that each isolated

school area continues to meet at least four (4) of the five (5) criteria

under § 6-20-601(a); and
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(2) state State financial aid in the form of isolated funding

shall be provided to school districts containing an isolated school area that

the department verifies as meeting at least four (4) of the five (5) criteria

under § 6-20-601(a) in an amount equal to the prior-year three-quarter

average daily membership of the isolated school area multiplied by the per
student isolated funding amount for the isolated school areas as set forth
under column “C” of subsection (a) of this section.

(e} (1)—Except—as—provided-under-subdivision(ec)(2)—of thissection,—a
(c) A school district may not receive isolated funding under this section
for an isolated school area if the prior-year three-quarter average daily

membership of the isolated school area exceeds three hundred fifty (350).

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-20-604(b), concerning additional funding,
is amended to read as follows:

(b) A school district shall receive special needs funding under
subsection (c), (d), or (e) of this section if the school district meets the
requirements of subsection (c), (d), or (e), respectively, of this section

and ifz the Department of Fducation verifies that the isolated school area in

the schools district continues to meet at least four (4) of the five (5)

criteria under § 6-20-601(a).
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SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-20-604(e), concerning additional funding,
is amended to read as follows:

Le){1)Except—as—providedin subdivision (e)(2)of this seetiony—a (e)
A school district meeting the requirements of subsection (b) of this section
shall receive an additional amount equal to ten percent (10Z) of the per-
student foundation funding amount under § 6-20-2305(a)(2) multiplied by the
prior-year three-quarter average daily membership of the isolated school area
to be used for the operation of the isolated school area if the school
district has school facilities open for kindergarten through grade twelve (K-
12) in one (1) or more isolated school areas meeting the requirements of

subsection (b) of this section.
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SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-20-604(h)(2)(B), concerning additional
funding, is amended to read as follows:
(B) Funds distributed under subdivision (h)(2)(A) of this
section shall be used by the school district only for transpertationcosts—of

the isolated school areas in the school district.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 6-20-604(h)(3), concerning additional

funding, is repealed.

/s/Murdock
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