State of Arkansas
90th General Assembly
Fiscal Session, 2016 SR 4

By: Senator Hester

SENATE RESOLUTION
TO AUTHORIZE THE INTRODUCTION OF A NONAPPROPRIATION
BILL CONCERNING THE HEALTH CARE INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM
AND THE ARKANSAS WORKS PROGRAM.

Subtitle
TO AUTHORIZE THE INTRODUCTION OF A
NONAPPROPRIATION BILL CONCERNING THE
HEALTH CARE INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM AND THE
ARKANSAS WORKS PROGRAM.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE
OF ARKANSAS:

That Senator Hester is authorized to introduce a bill which as introduced

will read substantially as follows:

"For An Act To Be Entitled

AN ACT TO REPEAL IDENTICAL ACTS 2016 (2ND EX. SESS.), NOS. 1 AND 2, CREATING
THE ARKANSAS WORKS PROGRAM AND AMENDING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE ARKANSAS
CODE; TO STOP ENROLLMENT IN AND TERMINATE THE HEALTH CARE INDEPENDENCE
PROGRAM; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle

TO REPEAL IDENTICAL ACTS 2016 (2ND EX. SESS.), NOS. 1 AND 2, CREATING THE
ARKANSAS WORKS PROGRAM AND AMENDING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE;
AND TO STOP ENROLLMENT IN AND TERMINATE THE HEALTH CARE INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. DO NOT CODIFY. Legislative intent.

It is the intent of the General Assembly to:

(1) Repeal identical Acts 2016 (2nd Ex. Sess.), Nos. 1 and 2,

creating the Arkansas Works Program and amending various sections of the

Arkansas Code; and

(2) Instruct the Governor to submit a waiver to stop enrollment

in the Health Care Independence Program, and terminate the Health Care

Independence Program on December 31, 2016.

SECTION 2. DO NOT CODIFY. Stopping enrollment in the Health Care

Independence Program — Terminating the Health Care Independence Program.

(a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (a)(2) of this section, on

and after January 1, 2017, the Department of Human Services shall not

allocate, budget, expend, or utilize appropriations for services, coverage,

or premium assistance to persons enrolled in:

(A) The Health Care Independence Program established under

the Health Care Independence Act of 2013, § 20-77-2401 et seq.; or

(B) The Arkansas Works Program established under Identical

Acts 2016 (2nd Ex. Sess.), Nos. 1 and 2.

(2) The department shall allocate, budget, expend, and utilize

appropriations under this section until 11:59 p.m. on December 31, 2016, for

services, coverage, and premium assistance for individuals enrolled and

participating before June 30, 2016, in the Health Care Independence Program

established under the Health Care Independence Act of 2013, § 20-77-2401 et

seq.

(b) Except as authorized by this section, at no time shall an

appropriation authorized by this act be subject to the provisions allowed

through reallocation of resources, or transfer of appropriation authority,

for the purpose of transferring appropriation to any other appropriation

authorized for the department to be allocated, budgeted, expended, or

utilized for services, coverage, or premium assistance to persons enrolled

in:

(1) The Health Care Independence Program established under the
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Health Care Independence Act of 2013, § 20-77-2401 et seq.; or

(2) The Arkansas Works Program established under Identical Acts
2016 (2nd Ex. Sess.), Nos. 1 and 2.

(c) The department shall not accept applications submitted on or after

June 30, 2016, for enrollment in:

(1) The Health Care Independence Program established under the
Health Care Independence Act of 2013, § 20-77-2401 et seq.; or

(2) The Arkansas Works Program established under Identical Acts
2016 (2nd Ex. Sess.), Nos. 1 and 2.

(d) Upon the effective date of this act, the department shall submit

any Medicaid state plan amendments and federal waivers necessary to eliminate

the eligibility after December 31, 2016, for the group described at 42 C.F.R.

§ 435.119, as it existed on January 1, 2016.

(e) This section does not prohibit the payment of expenses incurred

before December 31, 2016, by persons participating in the Health Care

Independence Program who were determined to be more effectively covered

through the traditional Arkansas Medicaid Program.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 20-77-2408 is amended to read as follows:

20-77-2408. Effective Date.

This subchapter shall be in effect until June 305+ 2017/, unless—amended
or—extended by the General Assembly December 31, 2016.

SECTION 4. Identical Acts 2016 (2nd Ex. Sess.), Nos. 1 and 2, are

repealed.
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