Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas .
91st General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2017 SENATE BILL 337
By: Senator Hester

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO REPEAL THE ACADEMIC FACILITIES
EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES PROGRAM; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO REPEAL THE ACADEMIC FACILITIES
EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES PROGRAM.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. DO NOT CODIFY. Findings.

The General Assembly finds that:

(1) The Academic Facilities Extraordinary Circumstances Program

was created as a response to the concerns of the Arkansas Supreme Court in

Lake View School District No. 25 v. Huckabee, 364 Ark. 398 (2005), that some

school districts may not receive any state financial assistance with academic

facilities projects because the school districts may not have sufficient

resources to qualify for state funds under the Arkansas Public School

Academic Facilities Funding Act, § 6-20-2501 et seq., which requires a local

contribution based on the relative wealth of the school district;

(2) 1In developing the program in 2006, the General Assembly

found that the need for the program had not been substantiated, no school

district came forward claiming that the school district would be unable to

adequately repair, renovate, or construct buildings, and that implementing

and funding the program was premature;

(3) Since the development of the program in 2006, the need for

the program has never been substantiated and, as a result, the program has
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never been funded;

(4) Given that there has been no evidence of a need for the program,

the program should be repealed.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2514 is repealed.
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