Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas .
91st General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2017 SENATE BILL 518

By: Senator B. Johnson

By: Representative Lemons

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING SPECIAL EDUCATION; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING SPECIAL EDUCATION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code §§ 6-41-102 and 6-41-103 are amended to read
as follows:
6-41-102. Extended year program.

The School districts shall establish and implement extended year

program programs for school-age children with disabilities shall-be

periods beyond the normal school year in accordance with each student’s
individualized education program ef the ehild during the summer at the elose
of eaechschool year.

6-41-103. Identification of children with speeifie learning

disabilities.

NARIENTIR



of these students—in the regular elassroom Each local educational agency in
the state shall:

(1) Ensure that all children with disabilities within its

jurisdiction and in need of special education and related services are

identified, located, and evaluated, regardless of the severity of their

disability, including without limitation:

(A) Children with disabilities attending private schools;

(B) Highly mobile children with disabilities, including

migrant children;

(C) Children who are suspected of having a disability and

need special education even though they are advancing from grade to grade;

and

(D) Children with disabilities who are homeless or a ward

of the statej; and

(2) Develop and maintain a written child-find plan outlining the

systematic and continuous efforts it will undertake to meet its

responsibilities as described in subdivision (a)(l) of this section.

44)(b) The department State Board of Education shall adopt rules and
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regulations requiring all publiec schools in the state to identify all
ehildrenwith speeifie learning disabilities necessary to implement this

section.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-41-203(l), concerning the definition of
"child with a disability" for the Children with Disabilities Act of 1973, is
amended to read as follows:

(1) “A child with a disability” means a person between—three(3)

and—twenty-one(21) years—of age evaluated in accordance with the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq., as having mental

retardation an intellectual disability, a hearing impairment including

without limitation deafness, a speech or language impairment, a visual
impairment including without limitation blindness, a—serieus emotional
disturbance, an orthopedic impairment, autism, traumatic brain injury, other
health impairments, a specific learning disability, deaf-blindness, or
multiple disabilities and who, by reason thereof, needs special education and

related services;

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-41-203, concerning definitions for the
Children with Disabilities Act of 1973, is amended to add an additional
subdivision to read as follows:

(4) “Free appropriate public education” means special education

and related services that:

(A) Are provided at public expense, under public

supervision, and without charge;

(B) Meet the standards of the Department of Education and

the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq., as

it existed on January 1, 2017;

(C) 1Include an appropriate preschool, elementary school,

or secondary school educationj; and

(D) Are provided in conformity with an individualized

education program that meets the requirements of the Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq., as it existed on
January 1, 2017.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-41-205 is amended to read as follows:
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6-41-205. Provision for education.

(a) The state shall make available a free appropriate public education

to each child with a disability from three (3) yvears of age until the end of

the school year in which the child turns twenty-one (21) years of age.

(b) The State Board of Education shall provide or cause to be provided
by school districts, or in some cases by other departments of state
government, by institutions, or by private facilities, all regular and
special education, corrective, and supporting services required by children
with disabilities to the end that they shall receive the benefits of a free

and appropriate public education.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-41-216(f) (1), concerning special
education due process hearings, is amended to read as follows:

(£f) (1) A witness who has been served by subpoena in the manner
provided by law and who shall have been paid or tendered the legal fees for
travel and attendance as provided by law shall be obligated to attend for
examination of the trial of the cause pending before the state -beoard due

process hearing officer.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 6-41-219 is repealed.

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code §§ 6-41-301 — 6-41-307 are repealed.

(13 ”

(13 3 1 ”
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SECTION 8. Arkansas Code §§ 6-41-309 and 6-41-310 are repealed.
6-41-309. S lards £ . . p 1 145 . i

SECTION 9. Arkansas Code § 6-41-312 is amended to read as follows:
6-41-312. Reports.

(a) Loecal boardsof education and treatmentdinstitutions Public school

districts and entities receiving state or federal funds to provide special
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education programming shall keep an accurate account, in the manner and on

the forms prescribed by the beard Department of Education, of all moneys

expended for special education programs and shall report those expenditures

to the State Board of Edueation department.

(b) A report of the average daily attendance of all students enrolled,

including pupils—instrueted by home teachers showing the number of hours

devotedtosueh work students receiving instruction in the homebound setting,
will be made to the Department—of Education department.
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